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Inguests.—The nuwber of inquests held during 191% was 137,

thus 5'2 per cent. of the sum of the deaths in the Borough

=
formed the subject of official enquiries. There were no deaths
due to overlaying during the year.

Deaths not certified.—Not ali the death causes which are
classified represent diseases or symptoms observed and. certified
by medical men in attendance during the last illness, or verdicts
following official investigation. A significant proportion of the
death causes are entered in the register on the doubtful
testimony of deceased persons’ relatives or friends, or fellow
lodgers. The registrars have, therefore, been required to mark
in the returns furnished, every death not certified by a registered
practitioner, or made the subject of a coroner’s inquest. In
1918, out of the 2604 deaths registered, 18 were marked *“not
certified,” that is 069 per cent. The causes of the 18 deaths
were entered in accordance with the statements of persons giving
information to the registrars, viz:—

Heart Disease L !
Premature Birth ... e e
Influenza i 8
Debility ace
Senile Decay i =i
Bronchitis e S !
~ Pneumonia Ehig i |
Brain Disease |

lllegitimate Births and Deaths, 1918.

The following table gives the total number of lagitimate and
illegitimate births, with the rates per 1000 of births and per 1000
living, and statistics relative to the deaths of such children under
one year of age. -

i | Percentage
| Eati- BinTHe | ILLEGITIMATE : ;I:;?hl_g | Deathas of |of d“l.ht:f:l
trars | mabed = | BiRT = |  of iIllegitimate Illegitimates

Sub-Distriet | Popu- | chilirem' children | to totals
| Iation | Legit Illegit- | to 1000 to 1000 | under | underone | deaths
| 1814 i fimnte imate | living | births one year yesrof age | under one

! : ol el ok g, __|ieerofage
Birkenhead .. TH23 | 1804 [T S £ [ N I T 14 63
Tranmere,(xton, | [ E |
Claughton, and | | . | i [
Be oand | ! ! |
Workhouse 1 T-I'i.ll-ll 1215 | & [ (o] 411 | 126 4 32
| | - | e —r— =
| | |
Total.. .| uuuall*mm (T | 09 | 488 | A4 s | &%

*53 births have sinee becn transferred to other places. Hence the differencs in total
a8 given on unrevised number .
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OBituarp (Nofice,

ROBERT SYDNEY MARSDEN,
D.Se., M.B., C.AL, D.P.I. (Edin.), L.A.H. Dublin (Hon. Causa. ),
F. Inst. Chem., F.R.5. (Edin.), M.R.LA.

Medical Officer of Health of Birkenhead,
1891-—-1919.

The present volume records the work of the Birkenhead
Health Department during the last complete year of Dr.
Marsden's tenure of office.  For considerable periods during the
vear Dir. Marsden was away from duty owing to serious ill-health ;
he rallied during the later months and resumed work for a time,
but a further onset of illness brought his distinguished career to
an end on Mareh 8th, 1919.

Ropertr Sypwey Marspex was born on May 10th, 1856, the
son of Mr. Robert Marsden, Steel Manufacturer, of Shefhield.
Iis earlier University career was directed towards the study of
chemistry and physies, at the University of Edinburgh, where
he took the degree of B.Se., in 1877, gaining the D.Se., in 1879.
Following up these studies, he spent short periods in DBetlin,
Gittinzen and Paris,

Dr. Marsden always claimed to have been the first to produce
dismonds artificially, and his diseoveries were reported in the
Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh 1881.

Turning his attention to medicine, he took the degrees of
M.B., C.M. Edinburgh in 1885 and settled in practice at Malton,
Yorkshire, combining with his general work the office of Medical
Officer of Health for Malton, In 1891 the DBirkenhead Town
Council appointed him Medical Officer of Health, and the
following year he took the Diploma in Publiec Health (Edinburgh).

During the years he held office, sanitary reforms were many
and extensive, and under Dr. Marsden's guidance the Council
were able to establish a very good reputation in all matters
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pertaining to the health of the comnmunity, Perusal of the
annual reports reveals how widely the work of o medical officer
of health has extended during. say, the last twénty years; the
medieal inspection of school children, the eampdizn against
tuberculosig, child welfare work, and the opening of venereal
dizease clinies are all of comparatively recent development, and
it is in great measuve due to Dr. Marsden’s abilit es that
Birkenhead bolds the position that it does to-day in regard to
these matters. The duties of the Medical Officer of llealth in
Birkenhead include the responsibility for the meat inspection at
Woodside Lairages, and few places in the Kingdom offer such
extensive opportunities for expericnce of this work. Consequently
Dr. Marsden soon became an acknowledged authority on the
inspection of meat, and for a time all Army Service Corps
Officers took a course of training under him on tuis subject.
Many, and interesting, were the tales Dr. Marsden could tell ol
his experiences in the lairages, and in the Courts, where he was
frequently called as an expert witness in meat cases,

Dr. Marsden was a remarkably good public speaker, and as
he was widely read and possessed of much originality of thought,
he was always a popular fizure at Sanitary Congresses and the
meetings of the various Societies of which he was a member.

He was thrice President of the Birkenhead Medical Soeiety ;
he had oceupied the Presidential Chair of the North Western
Branch of the Society of Medical Officers of llealth, of the Royal
Medieal Society of Edinburgh, and of the Birkenhead Literary
and Scientific Society.

In debate he was valiant, and sometimes inHicted severe
verbal punishment upon his opponents, bug it was usually well
meant, and rarvely taken amiss by those who knew him.

Antiquarian research, collecting old books, pictures and
china varied his studies from the purely professional. ile wrote
a * History of the Birkenhead Literary and Scientific Society,
1857-1907 ' und was joint author of * Genealogical Memoirs of
the Family of Marsden,” His literary knowledge was very
considerable.

Of very strong character, he was altogether a remarkable
and distinguished man, and he will long be remembered by
many who came within his sphere of influence in Birkenhead.

Dr. Marsden married Deatrice Lva, daughter of Rev. C.
Cotterill Ward, M.A., (Cantab.) Rector of Salford, Oxfordshire:
by her, and their daughter, he is survived.
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