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The Classification of Death Causes.—The causes of death,
as they appear in Tables I. and IL. in the appendix, are
systematically classifiel according to the principles laid down hy
the late Dr. W. Farr, the nosology being that adopted by the
- Registrar-General until within the last few years, which experience
“has shown to be well suited for statistical purposes. The death
g ses are arranged under classes and orders, the latter corres-
_ .EI.l_- » to the families of Natural History. Genera, or what in
diseases would be varieties, are not distingunished. All death
causes are thus conveniently classified under 140 heads, some of
which however, include diseases very distinct from one another.

At the beginning of Table I. are the totals of deaths from all
causes, and on the next line the totals of deaths from specified
~ eauses. The deaths which it is necessary to refer to unspecified
causes are not only those aseribed in legal phraseology, to
~ “yisitation of God ” or “ natural causes,” but those which, with
almost equal vagueness, are classified as due to “tumour,”
“ coma,” ete. The deaths from specified causes are then divided
into six classes. Class I. (the zymotic) smbraces all diseases,
either epidemic, endemic or contagious, which are induced by
some specific body, or by want of, or by the bad quality of food.
The diseases coming under Class IL. (constitutional or cachetic)
appear to be due to a bad habit of body, and possibly may
~ sometimes be hereditary. Class IIL. takes in diseases the effects
- of which are manifest in disturbing or obliterating the functionof
particular organs or systems. Class IV, includes the conditions
tending to produce death which are the incidental results of the
formative, reproductive and nutritive processes. Class V. groups
together all deaths which are the evident and direct result of
physical or chemical forces. Class VI. [ll-defined Diseases.

Deaths from Zymotic Diseases. The deaths from zymotic
diseases include 39 by what have been termed the chief zymotics
- (certain diseases belonging to the miasmatic order), viz., measles
7, scarlatina 4, diphtheria 16, membranous croup 3, fevers 1,
and puerperal septiceomia 8. The remaining 172 were entered to






















































3 g ]
I L=
: . | aar { £



















OBituary (Nofice,

MAJOR KIRKBY ROBINSON, M.D., M.R.C.S., L.S.A,,
First Medieal Officer of Health for Birkenhead.

— s .

M. K. Ropixsox was born at Acomb, Yorkshire, on the 21st May,
1832, his father being a gentleman of private means. e was
educated at St. Peter’s School, York, and took his medical
training in London, becoming M.R.C.S. and L.8.A in 1855, and
ten years later he graduated M.D. at the University of Erlangen.
He was appointed Medical Officer of Health for Birkenhead in
1863, being one of the first persons to be appointed to such an
office in the United Kingdom. Here he remained until 1866,
when he was appointed Medical Officer of Health to the Borough
of Leeds, and subsequently in 1872 went as Medical Officer of
Health to the East Kent combined District (which includes the
Borough of Dover’, and here he remained until within a week of
his death, whieh took place on-Mareh 31st, 1916.

He was not a voluminous writer, and beyond his annual
reports he only contributed one paper to the Medical Journals—
this was on ‘ Epidemic Sore Throat, ete.,” published in the
“ Practitioner,” in 1884 — and a few short notes to ““ The Medical
Officer.” But having been closely connected with the Public

Health Service from its earliest days he was keenly interested in




everything affecting i1ts welfare, and his wide experience made
his opinions most valuable and much sought after by his fellow

medical officers.

His salary at East Kent was worth £1070 per annum, and

with other emoluments in connection with Fever Hospitals, and
his appointment as School Medical Officer for the Distriet, he
was reputed to be one of the most highly paid Medical Officers

in the Service.

He was a man of charming manners, and it was always a
great pleasure to meet him at the Health Congresses and
elsewhere.

He was a brother of the late Canon Robinson, the

distinguished Master of St. Catherine’s College, Cambridge, and
of the Rev. Basil Robinson.

He left issue a son, Captain Grant Robinson, of Dover, and
his grandson is Mr, Nelson Robinson.
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