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THE SANITARY STATE

OF

BIRKENHEAD AND CLAUGHTON,
PUR[HG 1870.

P o o e it e o el S o i N i

Report of the Rledical Officer of Aenlth to the
Health Tommittee,

The present Annual Report has been somewhat deferred, in order
to make use of the element of accuracy just furnished by the census
of April, 1871. The possession of this important. but too infre-
quent test, will also explain the special attention given to the vital
statistics made up since the previous census of 1861, as well as
justify the investigation entered into with respect to the remarkable
flow and ebb of the local population. The latter subject will be first
discussed.

NECESSITY OF A MORE FREQUENT CENSUS.

There can be no doubt that the more vigorous evelution of the
various problems of political, economie, and social life springing
out of the vastly inereased national development demand a more
frequent general census than the present decennial one. Especially
is this the ease in sanitary questions, which require for their
golution a true death rate, which can only be arrived at by a
tolerably eertain knowledge of the annual population ; this latter is,
at present, provisionally estimated in the office of the Registrar-
General, by assuming a rate of increase (or otherwise), proportionate
to that averaged between the two previous censuses, until the
succeeding one furnishes the proper means of correction. These
provisional estimates, however, become increasingly unreliable after
the first few years of the decade, and the resulting death rate then
becomes less and less to be depended on.
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ResroxsiBiLiTy oF THE CoMmuumiTY FoR ZyMoTic DEATHS.

The names sufficiently explain the classes and groups of the pre-
vious table. Now, it is well known that while sanitary measures
affect, favourably, the mortality in every group, they alone decisively
control, diminish, and might even extirpate the maladies of the first
or Zymotic group. People may die in a sort of semi-natural course,
from constitutional, local, or developmental disease; or they may be
killed off by violence ; but for every Zymotic death the community
itself is more or less responsible—for the community alone, and not
the individual, can adopt the requisite safe-guards. The following
is a seven years' analysis of the Zymotic group.

Table, shewing the absolute numbers of the various Zymotie
Deaths in Birkenhead for Seven Years.

18641865 1866 1867/186818691870

L s TR R I T
Meagles’ -................ | 78 21| 86| 28 26 72| 1

Scarlatina .. eeaeene | 81] 21] 95| 118| 127 68| 28
D1phthena. [ ) - R
Whooping ﬂaugh 11] 28] 49 29! 65 9 21
Fever ........ ceeeees | T4 B8] 48] 44 ﬂl:l 87 21
Diarthea .................. | 61| 76| 56 60| 80 54| 44
Total of Seven chief

Zymotics ............ | 484] 258 296 280' 826 239 122
The other Zymotics,

viz. :— |
ST TR R - L1 | R I R | e
T e R, 15 14) 17| 19/ 18 32 23
Dysentery ... : 1 5 2 3 =9 2
ﬂynanche&ﬁphtha =i e R | S S | R
El'j'ﬂlpalﬂ.ﬂ & Pymmm aeBl 8 2 Bl 8B &
L | - o I S 1 1
ijlnhs 8 6 8 8 4 2o 4
EREDRIEN o ovinecnsiosviocis s G 1
Intemperance ............ Howate 52 -3 ‘ | S

Tolals............... 163! 208 893| 815 358! 286/ 164

To obtain, however, a true comparative view of the checked or
unchecked ravages of the most important—7z.e. the Zymotic enemy—
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extent to which Vaeccination has been earried out, together with
some favouring circumstances, more than promises, it may be even
asserted, will ensure that the present epidemic will be far less fatal
than on former occasions ; but, had the power of isolating all infected
persons been conferred by the law and properly carried out, then
the pest might have been soon stamped out and its dire results
nearly altogether prevented.

Table of Deaths from two former Small-Pox Epidemics.

£

First Cases. Years. Deaths, | First Cases. Years. f Deaths.
45th week| 1856 1] |124th & 81st week| 1863 | 84 )
{6th week. 1857 | 44 .?"75 ' 1864 128 '}_195
1858 | 29 . et 1866 | 8T
1859 1] 1866 12
1860 T e e 1867 | O
1861 0 o TRE8 | 0
RN e 1869 | O
{ 126th & 46th week! 1870 | 2

The above table shews the very serious results. even in the present
day, of a Small Pox Epidemic, occurring, asit wounld seem to do, about
once in six or seven years ; the first one of 1857-58 annihilated 75 lives
and burdened the community with 12 to 20 times that number of,
more or less, alarming cases of illness. Taking the smaller propor-
tion, however, as representing those with an element of danger, or
femporary business inability, we arrive at the number of 900 serious
illnesses coincident with the 75 deaths. Again, the epidemic. of
18638, 1864, and 1865, gave far worse results, for the number of
deaths was 195, and the seizures of the disease would considerably
exceed 2,000. Who can tell the consequent affliction in the family,
or rightly estimate the enormous pecuniary loss, such plagues inflict
on the community ?

Tae Resmaixing Zysmoric Diseases.

Continuing the examination of the latter Zymotic table, we
further note that the two diseases, Fever and Diarrhowa, which ave,
perhaps, the steadiest test of sanitary effort, have shewn an almost
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SomMe STRUcTURAL DEFEOTS.

Unfortunately, before the adoption of the Sanitary Bye-laws
above referred to, many wretched and improperly constructed courts
were created, and narrow streets laid ont. Whole rows of dwellings,
too, were built with little or no sufficient areas for due ventilation ;
added to this, the foul midden svstem was the one at first adopted
in common with all the northern towns. These evils have to be
met by increased cleansing, general disinfection, the conversion of
the privy middens into water-closets and dust-bins, and the
demolition, when feasible, of improperly constructed dwellings and
court habitations, together with the construetion of new roads to
open ount two or three crowded localities.

PracTicaL DESIDERATA.

Some change in the present mode of connecting cottage drains
with the sewers is much required, such as making sink pipes, &e.,
terminate over gully openings in the yards outside the building, so
as to prevent direct access into dwellings for sewer gases through
imperfect tubes and traps. The sewers themselves, also, require to
be very much more extensively ventilated than at presemt. The
vacant lands in the town, especially those adjoining courts or
crowded neighbourhoods, are often fouled by refuse, and in that
respect would be greatly benefited by enclosure. The frequency
required for thorough scavenging of streets and places cannot be
diminished with impunity to sanitary results, and will need a prompt
or a steady increase in proportion as the population recovers itself,
Finally, a discouragement of the bad system of constructing low
chimneys will tend mueh to the eonservation of a good atmosphere
about the town, as will also a strict enforcement of the laws with
respeet to the illegal production of dense black smoke in the case
of all trade furnaces.

Worg oF THE SANITARY DEPArRTMENT IN 1870.

Disinfection and deodorisation have been steadily practised with
respect to gully-hole cleansings, cab-stands, and ashpits during
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Table IV.—Continued.

Canses only,

g4 5| g =

58 |E3c| L £

Streets. E% ihﬂ § Streets. E:&_ :E‘
Nelson Street ...... | St Mary's Gate ... 4 8
Napier Street ...... - Hughes’ Buildings. 1 0
Oakfield View...... . Shrewsbury Road.. 1 0
Oak Street ......... | Bt. Mary’s Avenue. 2 0
0ld Bidston Road.. | Sun Street .......... 6 1
0Old Chester Road.. | Bydney Street...... 1 0

Godfrey's Terrace | St. John's Street...

Mathew's Place..
Oliver Place.........
Oliver Street........

Miller's Place ...
Oxton Read.........
Orderly Residence.
Orderly Home ......
Priory Street ......

Priory Court ...
Pool Terrace ......
Park Road South..
Park Street.........

German Terrace
Pool Street .........
EalmHG L.
Prince’s Terrace ...
Pleasant Street ...
Pilgrim Street......
Parlfield............

Parkfield Place..

Plymouth Place,
Peel Street .........
Park Road East ...
Private Pas
Ross Tarransf? .....

Robert Street ......
Rimmer's Cottages

Stanley Court...
Sandford Street ...
Somerville Street..
St. Anne Street ...

|
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St. John's Place

| 8t. Mary's Terrace

Sussex Street ......
Slatey Road ......
St. Mary's Street. ..
Stanley Road ......
Thomas Street

Tranmere Vale

»» vYale Terrace...
Taylor’s Buildings.

Thornwood .........
Talbot House ......
Upper Beckwith St.
Upton Road

Vine Street.........
Vulean Street ......
Vicker Street ......
Wilbraham Terrace
Watson Street......
Waterloo Place ...
Rushton’s Court.
Walton Street......
Wesley Street ......
Westbourne Road..
White Street ......
William Street ...
Wilson Street ......
Windsor Street ...
Wood Street ......
Warwick Street ...
Wilkinson Street...
Whitefield Place ...
Williams’ Cottages.
Windsor Place
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TABLE VL

Occupations of Persons who either themselves, or whose
Members of Family, have died during 1870.

—_— T e—

Accomntants ..................
Boatbnilder .......coco0veen..
Bookbmder .................
Boilermakers..................
Blacksmiths ..................
L G
Cani et LR R
Bueckmakers..................
T e

s ster - . ool ) abeiinan
L e At e A
CBATWOINBL vu i dississansnsans
B s e
{VEE T e R KB
g e e e P T A
11 b e AR R St
Dock Gateman...............
Domestic Servants .........
|| Dressmaker ......ccuriiiuunen.,
|| 4E i e P T b
D L e e R e
Distiller e
Dy e e R
Engine Fifters ...............
Builders Engine Smith ........ccccc...
Hrags Founder............... 1 || Engineers................
Book-keepers || Engine Grinder ............
Botanist Engine Drivers...............
e T e L P Engine Turner ..
Bridewell Keeper ............ Eating-house Keeper ......
O WM i veenns L0 - e e T R e
Coach Builders.. | Foundryman ...

Carters .. . Fireman
Cabinet Makers 3 | French Pnhshers

Car Drivers ........... Flatmen
Chip Vendor...... : T i ] o R S e,
L e Glleamnnkae o o000l L
Cbachmen- ......:........ (LS e O b e
B 4 e e ee tinsss | Gentlemen
Customs’ Officers .. | Gardeners ...c.c.icenveenanees
Cashiers s Bt e TR R
Cement Mnnufacturer ...... 1 e SR
Cardmsker .................. 5y 30011 1 e gy
Cotton Sampler.............. Gatekeeper .................
B s s s | Gag Inspectors .......covinuns
e e R SR Hatters ........
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