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Gentlemen,

Herewith I beg to present my thirty-fourth Annual Report
on the health and sanitary condition of the district under your ad-
ministration.  This report is prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the memorandum issued by the Ministry of Health
in January of this year,

Population.

The population at last Census was 25,681. Owing to the
conditions prevailing during and since the War it is difficult to
correctly calculate the population to-day. The nearest estimate
which can be given is 27,700. Until the figures for the Census are
available this must be accepted as a fair estimate only.

Natural and Soclal Conditions.

These were fully discussed on page 3 of the Report for the
year 1919.
Annual Rainfall.

The following table kindly supplied by the Surveyor shows
the rainfall for the year 1g920.

i . No. of
' davys
Total | Greatest fall Pl
Month. : i with 01
Rainfall| in 24 hours. b ks
recorded.
Inches. | Inches. | Date.
January .. 266 | 0°73% 28 18
February . 1-30 | 085 19 11
March 2:93 | 080 14 17
April ..| 619 | 063 15 | 30
May .| 288 | 083 27 14
June 311 112 12 13
July { 2399 060 3 26
August b oM 39 | 032 9 . 13
September ..} 222 | 0.49 i# |14
October ; | 416 1:15 15 13
November | 40 | 0412 14 7
December | 297 043 27 17

The total rainfall for the year was 32°7o inches, and the
number of days on which ‘o1 or more rain was recorded 193.

Vital Statistics.

The Registrar-General submits corrected returns of the
Births and Deaths occurring in the district for 1920.

The figure given by him for calculating the Birth and Death
rate is 27,323, and this figure is used in estimating the rates in this
Report.
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Infantile Mortality.

During the year 116 deaths of infants under one year of age
were registered.  This shows the number of infant deaths to have
been 24°6 7,,or nearly one quarter of the total deaths at all ages.
Seven of these infants, or 6 % of the deaths, were illegitimate
children.

The infantile mortality rate per 1,000 births was 124 as
compared with :48 last year. The rates for the years 1914 to 1920
will be found in Table g.

The fellowing table Shows the deaths of children under one
yvear of age in each ward, and table 8 the causes of death and the

age periods at which they occurred.

TaeLe VII.

Males. Females. = Total.
Town Hall 3% i 10 . 16
High Town 12 ) , 19
New Town 15 17 : 36
Ettingehall 10 7 | 17
Bradley 15 T 22
Out of District . . 3 3 : 6
—.i_.._—___._..,
(i) il I 116
TasrLe VIII.
" '.' -
AR
e e IEEEE
{ bl L ] i -
CAUSES OF DEATH. 3|5 2[5 §;E|§ A |8
. R Rl el ol bd bd b
-1 AL :-:l.-’-ln'-.u mIm
T
Measles 31 1 | ' 1
Whooping Luugh 101 | |1 | 3 | 8 a
Diarrhea e 1] | 1
Enteritis ! 7 11 21} 111
Other Tubercular Diseases 1 || | 1
Congenital Malformation N I ;
Premature birth J 15| 9 8 8 | !
Atrophy, Dehility, Marasmus 25 15 | 2 8 8 1|1
Injury at birth : 1[1 | ' ,
Syphilis 4 3 11
Convulsions 2 |1 &
Gastritis 4 2 |11 |
Bronchitis 15 2 1118/ 5 |8
Pneumonia 4221 | | B | 710}
Suffocation g 1)1 : [
Other canses ... 4 | 2 11 1
_ . L] |
| R,
TOTAL .- 1116 Eilj 5[]0 Tlﬂl 911421







Rivers and Streams.

There are only two small streams in this area, both liable to
pollution from factories. They are subject to regular inspection by
the County Authority.

Drainage and Sewerage.

The Council has its own Sewage Works at the Lunt
These appear to give satisfaction and the Surveyor reports that the
~ effluent is good.

The greater portion of the town is sewered, with the ex-
ception of houses at Moxley and Cross Street, Bradley. A scheme
for draining the Cross Street area is now in preparation and it is
hoped this will be completed during the present year. The condi-
tions of the Moxley area were fully described in last year's Report,
and should receive prompt attention.

The nuisance from the absence of proper drainage in the
adjacent district of Coseley was discussed last year  No steps to
remedy this appear to have been taken. There is an arrangement
between the Bilston and Coseley Councils for sewering, and
the matter requires immediate attention.

Much of the house drainage in the district is defective and
a systematic test of private drains is desirable ; but the present staff
will not allow of this.

Closei Accommodation.

The number of water closets in the district is 2,088, and the
number of privies 1,205. Many of the latier are in a dilapidated
condition., The danger to the public heaith of this kind of conve-
nience cannot be over-emphasised and speedy abolition is of vital
importance.

During the war period the work of conversion was held up
and in June, 1920, the Council decided to apply to the Ministry of
Health for sanction to borrow the sum of £ 1,950 for the conversion
of 300 privies (being part of the scheme to complete 1,200 privies
at the rate of 300 per annum) in order to enable the Council to pay
part cost towards the expenses of conversion. In March of this
year, however, the Council decided to postpone this work. The
payment of part of the cost must lead, eventually, to economy in
scavenging, with great advantage to the health of the community.

The Council have not adopted Section 39 of the Public
Health Amendment Act, 1go7. In the past it has been customary,
when carrving out conversions, to ask for the same number of wa-
ter closets as privies abolished. In future the provision of one
water closel for each house should be compulsory.  To-day there
are 350 blocks of property using water closets in common. In a
large number of cases these are not kept in proper order. and con-
siderable difficulty is found when trying to determine who is res-
ponsible.
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Scavenging.

This work is carried out by direct labour, and was under the
control of the Surveyor. In September, 1920, the Council appoint-
ed a Cleansing Superintendent, who has sole charge of the collection
of house refuse, and reports direct to the Council, to whom alone
he is responsible.  The privies are emptied during the night and
early morming, covered tank carts being used for the pails and
vaults, and carts for the privy-middens —the remainder of the col-
lection being carried out by a large motor lorry. The contents of
the pails and vaulls are passed directly to the sewer through a
screened opening at the depot, the further refuse being deposited
at tips in various parts of the town.

The objectionable practice of emptying the contents of ash-
pits on the street surface and placing bins in the streets to await
the arrival of the motor lorry, still continues.  This has been fre-
quently reported upon. The accumulated contents of the bins
are disturbed by children and dogs, and scattered by the wind, and
other methods are necessary. The motor lorry should be provided
with a cover for use when loaded, to prevent its contents being
blown into the streets during its passage to the tips.

The work of street scavenging is under the control of the
Surveyor. Much more frequent watering of the streets is necessary
and an earlier treatment with tar-spraying. The nuisance from
clouds of dust and dirt, and the consequent danger to health, is
greater than ever.

Cess Pools.

Approximately 150 houses are drained to cess-pools. These
are emptied by or on behalf of, the owners.
Ash Bins.

The approximate number of ash-bins in the district is 1,750.
The work of substituting ash-bins for fixed receptacles will proceed
with the work of conversion of sanitary conveniences.

Sanitary Inspection of District.

_ A statement of the number of premises visited, defects and
nuisances [:hscnvercd, and action taken, will be found in the Report
of the Sanitary Inspector, which is attached to this Report,

Premises and Ocoupations controlled by Bye-laws and Regulations.

The premises affected are as follows :—Common Lodging-

houses 5, Cowsheds £, Milkshops 38, Slaughterhouses 17, and Off-
ensive trades 34. '
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The Council have adopted the following Bye-laws and Regulations.
Bye-laws for the regulation of offensive trades.
Bye-laws with respect to common lodging-houses.
Bye-laws with respect to slaughter-houses.
Regulations with respect to dairies, cowsheds & milkshops.

Bye-laws for the prevention of nuisances arising from snow,
filth, dust, ashes, and rubbish, and the prevention of the keeping
of animals on any premises so as to be injurious to health.

Regulations for preventing waste, undue consumption, mis-
use or contamination of the water supply.

Bye-laws with respect to new streets and buildings.
Bye-laws with respect to the Bilston Cemetery.

Bye-laws with respect to markets and fairs.

Other Sanitary Conditions requiring notice.

In the early part of the year a great effort was made, in
conjunction with the County Council, for the destruction of rats
The sewage works and sewers were treated with poison, and bait
laid at all known infested premises. During the year the Rat offi-
cial of the County Council has made periodical visits and put down
poison bait at various premises. This combined action led to im-
provement.

Complaints however ares till received, and the Council have
decided systematically to treat the sewers and sewage works with
poison., The menace from rats, both financially and to the public
health, is great, and it is hoped that more success will follow these
further efforts

Sanltary Conditions of Schools-

A full report, giving the sanitary condition of the schools
in the Council’s area, has been presented to the Education Commit-
tee, and need not be repeated in detail here. The chief defects are
want of cleanliness in many schools, and the defective state of
the playgrounds. Cloakrooms are not heated, and no arrange-
ments are made for drying children’s clothes and boots, and no
baths are provided. T he caretakers generally have given more
attention to the cleansing of sanitary conveniences, but there
is still room for ‘mprovement in several schools. Much more
attention should be given to washing school floors.  This appears
to take place at infrequent or rare intervals. Many caretakers
sweep up floors without moving the furniture, with the result that
dirt accumulates beneath the iron fittings of the desks, and the

dust deposited on the upper surfaces of the light fittings show that
these are rarely cleansed.
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Sale of Food and Druge Act.

The County Council are responsible for this work and the
following details for this area during the year have been kindly fur-

nished by the County Analyst (Mr. Van Tromp).
Samples taken in Bilston for the year ending December, 1920.

MiLKs,
54 (6 adulterations in shortage of fat).

CampHORATED OIL
2 (all genuine).

Five milk vendors were cautioned, and proceedings taken
against the remaining one, the fines and costs amounting to
A4 118 6d.

Prevalence of, and control over, Infectious Disease.

The following are details of the Infectious Diseases notified
during the year :—

Scarlet Fever—31 cases were notified as compared with 25
last year, and an average of 36°5 for the last seven years.  These
cases occurred in 26 houses, 27 were removed to hospital, and 4
isolated at home. There were no return cases.

Diphtherla—The number of cases notified was 8, as compared
with 12 last year, and an average of 10°7 for the last seven years.
The cases occurred in 7 houses ; 5 were removed to the Wolver-
hampton General Hospital and 2 isolated at home,

Supplies of Diphtheria Antitoxin are kept at the Police Sta-
tion, and are immediately available for any Medical Practitioner
who applies.

Puerperal Fever—One case notified as compared with 1 case
last year, and an average of 1 for the last 7 years. This case
recovered.

Erysipelas—Twelve cases notified as compared with 2 last
year, and an average of 7'3 for the last 5 years.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum— Three cases were notified during
the year as compared with 10 last year and an average of 37 for

R in the r
of the Health Visitor. eport

Small-Pox—There were no cases of Small-pox during the
year nor for many preceding years. No vaccinations were per-
formed by the Medical Officer ot Health. Isolation of possible

cases is provided for under the scheme of the S g :
Con-joint Board. outh Staffordshire

Pneumonla—Forty-six cases notified durin
. the year as
compared with 50 last year. 83 deaths from Pneumdgnia [ali}iorms]
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were registered as compar
fore that many cases were n

practitioners.

d with 7z last year.

The following Table shows the infectiou

ing the year:

ot notified, as they should

It is obvious there-
have been by

s cases notified dur-

TasLE X.
Tor LTuwu i Hion Tows NEW LOWN|ETTINGSHALLBRADLEY
ALl waRD. WaRD. | WARD. WARD. | WARD.
= 1
Scarlet Fever fi 1 | 11 9 1
Diphtheria ... é | 1 1
guor rll.l Fever 1 | 5
ipelas ... 1 2 | 3 1
OEthnlmia o 1 1 ! 1
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 14 B | 45 5 12
Tuberculosis (other forms) 2 ! 1
Pneuamoenis ... - 9 5 ! 16 10 6
Malaria ! 1
Euteric Fever |
189 41 19 g 27 25

For the purpose of comparison the following table is submitted :—

TaerLe XI.
||'..' l l
A d g | . - 5
- R CR: o |.E . =
= ':ELE-....‘ s |58 |BE[SE = e
o 2oy | 8 —_ =8 |235|2€|l e | =
P l22el £ 2 |22 |88|EC|E|E|E
3 B33 8| B (2725155553
: 2245 B Z5EZ|221 8 |3 | 3
2 Res g ' @ |0o& n.!--iz& SRR
1920 31 8 1 12 3 [54 3146 1
1019 25 12 1 2 10 |45 | 9|50 | 8
1918 45 4 1 2 8 42| 4|
1917 29 12 1 3 2 |52(11 | 1
1916 B U | 1] = 2 |66 !13 | 8"
1915 46 9\ 21 3 | 67| 14 1
1914 44 18 ] 2 7 3 | 57118 ‘ 7
Average for 7 years .| 865 | 10711 | 78 | 87 solosl | 118

ol Tuberculosls—All cases notifield are visited by the Health
:U'|5]tg‘r w'!jg gives suitable advice and l'lE‘FrDI'[S the details of her
investigations to the County Authority. Sanitary defects in the
home are reported to the Sanitary Inspector and as far as possible
these defects are remedied. The environment in many cases is de-
plorable and, until further houses are available, generalimprovement
cannot be expected. 1

g During the year 84 notifications, affecting 54 cases, Were
received. : Of these 34 were primary notifications and 5o secondary
from Medical Officers of Poor Law Institutions and Sanatoria. Ot
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the cases notified, 51 were suffering from Pulmonary Tuberculosis
and 3 from other forms, The average number of cases notified for
the last 7 years is Pulmonary 39 and other forms g°5.

The total number of deaths from Tuberculosis (all forms)
during the year was 32 (Pulmonary 24, other forms 8) giving a
death rate of 1'2 per 1,000 of the population.

The estimated number of Tuberculosis patients at present
residing in the district is 144 Pulmonary and 22 Non-Pulmonary.

Health Visitors Report, 1920.

The following is the report of the Health Visitor (Miss K,
E. Silversides) on her general work and also on the work of the
Infant Welfare Centre.

““ The number of births registered for the year is g35. Of
these 893 were visited The first visits are made as early as
possible so that help and advice is given just after the midwife has
left and the mother is taking up her household duties again, At
first a large number of the infants are naturally fed and out of the
above number seven hundred and ninety were so fed, forty-nine
were given natural and artificial food, fifty were given artifical food
only and four were having some form of solid food with natural
feeding when first visited. The number of artificially fed infants
increases as the babies get older, especially after the third month.
After advice has been given to the Mother on the feeding, clothing,
cleanliness and health of the baby, enquiries are made re the
accommodation of the home and sanitary defects are reported ; 15€
defects being notified during the year.

REe-visiTs —1,583 re-visits were paid during the vear. Cases
are re-visited and enquires made into the progress of the infants and
the food being given to them Advice is given on the change of food
necessary as the children get older.  Artificially fed babies require
more attention than those naturally fed. In suitable cases fresh
cows milk is recommended for these infants, as this is the best
artificial food, but owing to the lack of suitable keeping accomma-
dation in the homes, it is often impossible to recommend it ;
especially during the summer months, or with a careless mother,.
therefore, one of the dried milks has to be advised.

290 visits were made to children between one to five yvears
of age. These older children often suffer during the second and
third years of their lives through the ignorance ot their parents,
who give them unsuitable food and very rarely give them sufficient
milk and milk foods. Advice is given on the feeding of these child-
ren. This has been tollowed with good results in several cases.

CoMFORTERS—The majority of the children are given a
dummy, if hot during the first fortnight, it is given later, and it is
practically impossible to persuade the mothers to give them up.
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Welfare Centre.

With regard to the proposed new Centre, the Council have
received provisional consent from the Ministry of Health to pur-
chase and alter Holyhead House for the purposes of a Joint Infant
Welfare Centre and School Clinic. When the necessary alterations
are made it is hoped fo increase the work of the Centre, for which
a second Health Visitor and a Clerk will be necessarv. A scheme
for this purpose will be submitted to the Ministry of Health and the
Education Committee will also forward a scheme to the Board of
Education to provide treatment of school children suffering from
minor ailments ; decay of teeth, defective vision, enlaged tonsils
and adenoids, and, if possible, X-ray treatment of ringworm.

In this connection the County Council should seriously con-
sider the desirability of arranging for at least one more Midwife to
reside and practice in this district. = Now that nearly all obstetric
cases are attended by Midwives (and not by Doctors) there is more
work than can be fairly and properly dealt with by the Midwives
in the area, Cases have frequently been brought to my notice by
poor women, who have been refused first by one Midwife and then
by another, and, in some cases, the fees asked have been tar beyond
the means of the people concerned.

Hospital Aecommodation.

The Council have their own hospital for the admission of
Scarlet Fever. Cases of Diphtheria and Enteric Fever are removed
to the Wolverhampton General Hospital on an agreed scale of
pavment,

The number of cases admitted to the Bilston Hospital dur-
ing 1920 was 27, 16 males and 11 females. The age of the young-
est was 2} years, and of the oldest 13} years. The average period
of detention was 33 days, and the number of cases remaining in on
December 3ist, 1920, was 6.

The Disinfector (High pressure Steam) has been used on
32 occasions, and 235 articles disinfected,

Arrangements for Bactariological Work.

The Staffordshire County Council have an arrangement
with the Authorities of the Birmingham University for free Bacter-
iological Examination of the secretions in suspected cases of Diph-
theria, Enteric Fever and Tuberculosis  The following have been
sent during the year :(—

8 suspected cases of Diphtheria

Result—Positive
Negative ., 5

Laa

4 suspected cases of Tuberculosis
Result—Positive
Negative ..

16
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Local Acts and General Adoptive Acts in force in the District.
Bilston Commissioners Water Act, 18g3.
Bilston Improvements Act, 18g6.
Public Health Act, 18qo.
Public Health Act Amended Act (certain sections) 19o7.
Private Streets Works Act, 1892
Infectious Disease Prevention Act, 18qgo.

HOUSING REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1820.

The Ministry of Health again require a special report on
the housing conditions of the district. A full detailed report of
the general housing conditions, the extent cf shortage of houses,
the measures taken and contemplated to meet the shortage, the fit-
ness of existing houses and overcrowding were given in last year's
report (pages 21-24) and need not be repeated here. The statistics
required for the year ending 31st, December 1920, are furnished at
the end of this report.

The Staff engaged on the work of inspection consists of the
Medical Officer of lealth and the Sanitary Inspector, who is the
Officer appointed under the Housing, (Inspection of District) Reg-
ulations, 1910.His duties are to make detailed inspections, keep
all records, issue and follow up notices.

The following is the report of the Housing Inspector on his
work during the year :—

** During 1920, one hundred] and fifty-six houses were in-
spected and recorded under the Housing (Inspection of District)
Regulations, 1g10.

Twenty-three of the houses inspected were owned by a
colliery firm and damaged by the working of their mines. This
firm commenced working tor coal in 1g1g in close proximity to a
number of dwellings. They purchased properties, either before or
after damage had occurred, and then proceeded to work under the
dwellings. During the latter part of 1g1g and the early part of
1920, ninety-one houses were damaged by their operations, thirty-
seven of these subsequently being demolished.  As a result forty-
five families (one hundred and eighty-two persons) were dehoused.
The Council were compelled to obtain the use of an old internment
camp and build sixteen wooden houses to provide for the safety
and temporary comfort of these people.

4 ﬁPPe_als to the Coal Control Department were of no avail,
nolwithstanding the added shortage of houses, and the increased
suffering therefrom.
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Detailed inspection of four houses, which were first dama-
ged in December, 1920, were made, and proceedings taken against
the firm under Section 6 of the Housing Additional Powers Act,
1g1g. The houses had been partly demolished, and two were so
dangerous that the tenants were promptly removed to other dwell-
ings for safety  The Stipendiary Magistrate, however, held that
this Section did not apply. Since commencing operations in 1gIg
this firm have demolished more houses than the Council have
erected. At present, by their continued operations, more dwellings
in other portions of the district are being damaged, but there seems
to be no remedy. A similar condition of affairs is said to exist in
other mining areas, and it was understood that the object of Section
6 of the Housing Additional Powers Act was to safeguard dwellings
in such cases. It is to be regretied that the Ministry of Health
cannot devise some measure of protection,

Of the houses inspected, twenty-three belonged to this firm,
8 were dangerous and unfit for human habitation at the time of in-
spection ; the remaining fifteen were capable of being made fit,
and notice, under Sectlon 28 of the Housing Town Planning Act,
was served upon them.  They continued mining operations and
reduced four of these fifteen to a most dangerous state. The ow-
ners eventually repaired the remaining eleven houses,

The remaining 133 houses, situated in various parts of the
district, were all in need of repair, some of them being incapable of
being made, in all respects, fit for human habitation. The houses
consisted of 20 blocks of property belonging to various owners
Informal notices, requiring the owners to carry .out repairs, were
served in each case; but the result has been most unsatisfactory.
Sixteen houses have been put in good condition, 46 have been
partly repaired ; in 82 houses no woik of repair has been com-
menced and 12 houses have been demolished. Many of the houses
inspected during 1919 have not yet been dealt with.

The excessive cost of materials and labour prevents the work
of repair from being properly completed. Many owners cannot
afford to do even the necessary work, others, taking advantage of
the present shortage, postpone the improvements. Action should be
taken under Section 28 of the Housing Town Planning Act 1910,
but I am unable to give the time required for the preparation of
specifications and the obtaining of estimates.

_ During the year 23 notices under Section 28 have been
issued with the following results :

Houses repaired ... = 10
Work of repair in progress g
Houses demolished 4

18
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Annnal Report of the Sanitary Inspector for the
year 1920,

— B f————————

Herewith I present the veport on the sanitary mspection for the
district for the vear 1920, this being my eighth annual report.

Complaints.

During the year 377 complaints relating to nuisances or
sanitary defects were received and dealt with,

Routine Inspection.

The total inspections of all kinds made during the year was
5,371, Details of these will be found in Table 1.

Notices Served.

The number of notices served during 1920 was 746. Inti-
mation 620. Statutory 103, and, under Section 28 of the Housing
Act 2z3. The whole of the Statuory Notices and 403 of the Intima-
tion notices were complied with during the year. Details of the
notices under Section 28 are given in the Housing Report. Legal
proceedings were necessary in one case of non-compliance with a
Statutory Notice.

The defects, for which notices were served, numbered 2,348
and the premises affected 1,253. Details are given in Table 11.

Improvements.

The number of notices complied with during the year was
754 or 174 in excess of those served. Many notices sent in 1919
were not completed until 1920, and a number served towards the
en’l of 1920 will not be dealt with until 1921, Improvements made
in 1920 numbered 1,922 and the premises affected 1,372. Particulars
will be found in Table 111.

When requiring repairs, one would wish that the work could
be carried out so as to make the houses fit in all respects, and thus
prevent the owner from receiving further notices for the same prop-
erty ; but the excessive cost of labour and material prevent this,
and one has to be comtent with partial improvements.

A great deal of the property is old and beyond thorough
repair and in these cases owners are asked to l::arr}fruut such work
as will remedy the worst defects and render the houses free from
excessive dampness. Many houses require at least five year's rental
to put them in thorough repair, owners object and many have not
the means to do this.  The best method of dealing with this class
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of property would be to take action under Section 28 of the Housing
Town Planning Act and for the Council to carry out the work in
cases of non-compliance ; but lack of staff prohibits this.,

Housing Inspection.

The number of houses inspected and recorded under The
Housing (Inspection ot District) Regulation was 156.

Sanitary Conveniences and Ash Accommodation.

Full details of the type and number of sanitary conveniences
in use in the district were given in last year's report. Many of the
privies have been built in recent years, in accordance with the
Bye-laws of the district, and are difficult to deal with on the grounds
of insufficiency ; others are very dilapidated ; but, as the quesiton
of part payment towards the cost of converson is being considered
by the Council, this work has not been proceeded with during the
year. The number of water closets fixed during 1920 was 19, I
estimate that 1,200 water closets have to be provided before the
whole of the privies can be abolished.

The estimated number of open ashpits, exclusive of privy-
middens, is 1,100 and the number of ashbins 1,750. During the
latter part of 1919 and 1920, efferts have been made to replace all

dilapidated bins with new ones and 293 new ashbins have been
provided.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Orders.

There are 6 cowsheds and 38 milkshops in the district. The
number of visits paid to cowsheds was 44 and to milkshops 63. The

general conditions are clean, but there is need tor considerable im-
provement.

Factory and Workshop Act.

The number of werkshops on the Register at the end of
the year was 68, and the number of bakehouses 18.  Eleven com-
plaints were received from H.M. Inspector of Factories, 7 relating
to factories and 4 to workshops. These were visited and the defects
remedied in 8 cases, the remainder were receiving attention at the
close of the year. The number of visits paid to workshops was 109

and to bakehouses 61. Fifteen sanitary notices were served for
various defects. :

Common Lodging Houses.

! There are 5 lodging houses. These are kept in conformity
with the Bye-laws ; but 4 of the houses are old and it is difficult to
maintain a high standard of cleanliness in these cases. They have

been visited on 121 occasions and 14 notices served upon the
owners or occupiers,



Offensive Tradas.

The number of premises registered for the carrying on of
offensive trades is 34, 32 of which are fried fish shops. These
premises have been visited on 36 occasions.

Meat and Food !nspection.

‘The market has been visited on every occasion when open,
and general supervision paid to all food shops. The beef butchers
obtain the greater part of their meat from wholesalers and only a
small number of cattle and sheep are killed in the district ; but most
of the pork sold in the town is killed here. The slaughter-houses
have been visited as regulary as circumstances permitted. The
number of slaugterhouses is 15 registered and 2 licensed. The
tollowing table is required by the Ministry of Health.

1914. In Dec. 1g20. In Jan. 1920,

Registered Slaughterhouses 16 15 15
Licensed Slaughterhouses 2 2 2
19 17 17

The weight of food destroyed under my direction, as being
unfit for sale, during 1920, was 19 cwt; comprising 702 rabbits,
169 Ibs of butter, € cwt of sugar, 40 tins of condensed milk and
42 Ibs of mutton.

Infactious Dissase and Disinfection.

Enquiries have been made in connection with infectiou
disease on 4o occasions and 65 premises disinfected,

Canal Boats' Act and Regulations.

During the year 55 visits have been made to the canal for
the purpose of inspection ; but on eleven occasions only were boats
met with, No defects were found on the boats inspected.

General.

[t is regretted that greater improvement in housing repairs
and the work of conversion cannot be shown.  This is due to pre-
vailing economic conditions and not to lack of effort on my part.
The duties have increased out of all proportion to the improvements
made ; in pre-war days the greater number of repairs were completed
by the owner on receipt of the first notice and few visits of re-

inspection were needed ; but to-day numerous reminders and re-
Visils are I'IECESS':II':F.

The general standard gf cleanliness of manv tenants is low.
Many compelled to live under overcrowded conditions, in houses
with‘hmkzzn floors and defective woodwork, where the sanil.*;rv
convience is a common privy midden, and the 1ap and scullery used
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SUMMARY OF DEFECTS
Woud floors defective ...
Quarry floors defective
Walls, brickwork defective
Walls, plaster defective
Walls in dirty condition
Ceilings, plaster defective
Ceilings in a dirty condition
General woodwork defective
Windows fixed
Windows frames defective
Stairease plaster defective
Staircase walls dirty ...
Staircase stairs defective

Bia

TasrLe Il

FOUND DURING THE

House without through ventilation, ground floor

£ 3] LL
Cellars m dirty condition
Cellars sheps defective
Cellars flooded
Food store improper

o w dirty
Floors, surface dirty
Bedding dirty
House Overerowded . e
The house being in a damp condition
The roof of house being defective
Eaves gatters or spouting defective
cE - choked
5 % missing
Brickwork defuctive
) requiring pointing
Verges defective -
Chimneys defective
Brickwork of wash-house defective
EWf ﬂr i F] 11
Floor of a8
Sink defective or improper
The paving of the yard bei
Yard improperly paved
Yard surface dirty
Premises improperly drained

o not connected to sewer
The drainage being defective
Yard gulley defective
Inspection chamber defective

o o covers broken
Drain improperly ventilated
s % trapped
s s choked f
Sanitary accommodation insufficient
Foul defective pail priv

- privy midden

- vault privy
Roofs of closet aparvment defective
Walls of , i d
W. C. pedestal defective
W. C. eent hroken or missing

L ]

# upper floor

ng de I'écti ve

L
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