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Population.—The population at the Census 1911 was 25,681
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4

close to

and para

Intermediate beds
e gobbins, ironstone and the fireclay,
n this part of the district.

been worked out ; that at Clayeroft

South of this fault the seams
llel to that seam,
Fireclay and Bottom Coals. They
north of the Lanesfield fault,
wing to the very gentle dip
f a mile and the New Mine
have had great

24,084, Calculating from this basis with
istrar-General (0.9888), the esti-

mated population at the middle of the year 1914 is 26,254.

The area of the district is 1,867 acres ; the number of inhabited
houses according to the Census 1911, is 5,281
nuriber of persons per acre being 13.7 and per house 4.8.
number of inhabited houses is estimated to be 5,470, most of the

Thus the average

houses void at the time of the Census heing now occupied.

The rateable value of the district is about £83,000. The General
District Rate is 4s. and ithe Poor Rate 5s. 4d. in the pound. The
amount of money spent on poor relief, outdoor, during 1914 was

£3,030.

The following Table gives the population of each Ward at

various ages, and distinguishing sex.
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approaches nearest to the com position of human milk, and is easily
contaminated, and therefore every eiffort to eollect and store it in
clean hygienie conditions and surroun lings is of the highest im-
portance,

The question of the conveyance of Tuberculosis to man from
Milk is dealt with fully in the final Report of the Royval Commission
appointed to consider the relation of human and bovine Tuberculosis.
In that report it is stated that:—“ The evidence which we have
accumulated goes to demonstrate that a considerable amount of the
tuberculosis of childhood is to be aseribed to infection with bazill
of the bovine type transmitted to children in meals consisting largely
of the milk of the cow. Bovine tubercle bacilli are apt to be
abundantly present in milk as sold to the publc when there is
tubereulous disease of the udder of the cow from which it was
obtained. The fact is, we believe, generally recognised, though
not adequately guarded against. But these bacilli may also he
present in the milk of tuberculous cows presenting no evidence
whatever of disease of the udder, even when examined post-mortem.
Further. the milk of tuberculous eows not containing bacilli as it
leaves the udder may. and frequently does, become infective by
heing contaminated with the feces or uterine discharges of such
diseased animal. We are convinced that measures for securing the
prevention of ingestion of living hovine tuberele bacilli with milk
would greatly reduce the number of cases of abdominal and cervieal
gland tuberculosis in children, and that such measures should
include the exclusion from the food supply of the milk of the recog-
nisably tuberculous cow. irrespective of the site of the diseass,
whether in the udder or in the internal organs.”

The recent appointment by the Council of a Veterinary Surgeon
to examine the cows and investigate into matters affecting the milk
supply in this distriet is to be commended. His inspections should
!'m of great value in preventing or reducing the evil results of an
impure or polluted milk supply.

~ Diseases; other than Tuberculosis, particularly Enteric Fever,
Diphtheria, Epidemic, Enteritis, and Scarlet Fever, are sometimes
due to infection from milk. The baeilli of the special disease may
gain access to the milk direetly from water added to the milk or
used for cleansing cans or other vessels

It is now recognised that ©“ Typhoid Carriers '’ —that is, persons
whao, though recovered from an attack of enterie fever, sth] retan
the w!n-{ﬂfi:' Baeilli of this complaint in their bodies and continue
to discharge them—are a great source of danger, and have heen
the cause of many epidemics. The following particulars of such a
case, published in “ Public Health,” are given as an instructive
illustration :

Summary oF Mrs. H.’s History.

‘ Mrs. H. had a severe attack of enteric fever in 1906 while
resident in a West Riding horough, and was admitted to the
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go! And yet allow them to remain, and you have inereased and
increasing nuisances : ill-ventilated and ill-smelling rooms, still
further personal uncleanliness, closely confined and crowded yards,
aceumulations of filch, and all the attendant evils that these
conditions engender, such as the prevalence of typhoid fever,
diarrheea, tubercular disease or consumption, a lowered vitality,
especially of children, whereby the mortality from other diseases
-« increased. Overcrowding, of course, naturally follows, and the
moral results that need not be described. These things will, I
fear, continue to exist until the problem has been solved of pro-
viding cheap sanitary dwellings in more open places, with the
yards paved and drained, so that the ground does not become
polluted, at a rent within the limits of the poorest. There is here
a great need not only of such dwellings, but also of houses for the
better class artizan.”

This need is now even more urgent, and has been recognised by
the Couneil in appointing a special Sub-Committee to consider and
deal with this great problem. In the meantime it is impossible in all
cases to compel owners to carry our repairs fully, and closing orders
are not always advisable, as other dwellings cannot he found for the
tenants that would thus be dislodged.” All houses should have ample
air space and light, and easy access to an abundant supply of water.
In some cases, especially in back-to-back houses, oceupiers have to
go some distance for water, with the result that thorough cleansing
of the house and the inmates tends to be neglected.

There are now. no congested areas in the district, the surround-
ings in most cases being open.

In October it was decided to issue a form of notice specifying

all the vequirements necessary to make a house i all respects
reasonably fit for habitation, copy of which is here furnished.

Sir or Madam,

I heg to draw your attention to the fact that the undermentioned
property is not in all respeets fit for habitation, and that the follow-
ing work is necessary to make it in all respects reasonably fit for
habitation.

Situation of Property ..............

For your guidance 1 enclose copy of general specification of work
to be done to render houses reasonably fit, and it is hoped that any
specification, you submit will include such of the following sugges-
tions as apply to your property.

1. Dampness,—(1) Where the dampness arises from want of damp-
proof eourses. Suitable damp-proof courses to be inserted
above tne ground level.

() Where dampness arises from the adjoining ground
being above floor level. The carth to be removed, and
a paved area formed below level of ground floor, laid
with a proper fall to drain off any land water which
may accumulate,
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The appearance and prevalence of Diarrheea, Enteric Fever,
and similar diseases in a community depends very largely upon the
aggregation and gnantity of organic matter, particularly heaps of
manure, filth, etc., and the contamination thereby of the subsoil.
Thes», too, form breeding grounds for various kinds of flies which
are now known to be the most dangerous carriers of disease. Fhes
will lay eggs in any fermenting organic matter, preferably in horse
manure and human secreta. A female fly deposits about 120 eggs
at a time, and usually lays four times during life. The egg stage lasts
512 hours. the larvae stage b to 6 days, the pupal stage 5 to 7 days,
and the fly is fully developed in about 10 to 20 days from the time
the egg is deposited, and according to temperature, moisture, ete.

Flies carry infection in ways partly mechanical and partly
intestinal.
~ The hody of the fly is covered with bristles, the legs are covered
with fine hairs, and the foot, consisting of two converging claws,
also covered with innumerable hairs, especially on the under-side,
whf:rp they are hollow and secret an adhesive fluid. (It is this fluid
which enables the fly to walk or rest in any position.) Bacteria are
carried on these hairs and in this fluid, the latter especially readily
Lnku}g up all kinds of germs from the filth upon which it has been
feeding. The fly 1= very gluttonous, usually takes more food into
the ecrop than it can digest, and then vomits this out on reaching
fresh food. Tt i= thus easy to see how it contaminates all kinds of

food, and in particular the baby's food, upon which it alights,
and this canges summer diarrhcea. b
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Annual Report of the Sanitary Inspector,

Gentlemen,
The following reporl of the work of the Sanitary

Department for the year 1974 i herewith submitled ; this being
my Second Annual Report. :

Complaints. — During the year 69 complaints were received
and dealt with.

General —The total inspections are given in Table A. In-
spections and re-inspections —2670; these figures include inspections
of courts, yards, privies, etc. re-inspections of premises where
hotices have been served, and visits to property with owners or
builders. These interviews take up a large amount of time, but
usually have good effect, Much can be done by persuasion.

During the year 637 [ntimation, and 77 Statutery Notices
have been served—The Intimation Notices oiten being verbal, or by
letter., The defects for which thesc were served will be found in
Table B.

The greater part of my time has been devoted to housing in-
spection and closet conversion, with the result that sufficient time
has not been available for the proper inspection of the district, 0
enforce complete compliance with ordinary nuisances. This may
not always be advisable, but the Council have shown preference
for the former having prior claim.

There are a large number of Intimation Notices which have
not yet received attention, neither have they been reported to
Council. There are strong objections to serving Statutory Notices
unless compelled, persuasion rather than force being preferable.
Opinions as to the advisability af this course may differ. 1 think,
however, that reference to Table C, showing the improvements for
the year, will prove this policy to be the right one.  The whole
reasons need not be given.

Water Closet Accommodation — During the year 522
water closets have been fixed, in the place of 188 privy ‘middens,
145 privy vaults, and 113 pail privies.  This number is very satis-
factory ; as although there must result a saving in the cost of
collection, the whole of the work has been carried out without cost
to the rates. There are now 321 privy middens, 455 privy vaults,
Tul 393 PHI{H in the district—for details see Tables D and E.
Approximately 200 of these cannot be dealt with ¢ i e
to there being no sewer in the w.-"u:iuit1.';'..'ﬂ It






























TABLE 1.

VITAL ST
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ATisTICS OF WHOLE DisTRICT OF BILSTON.

DURING 1914 AND PREVIOUS YEARS.

v Dearné Nett Deaths belonging to Distg

5 Toran DEATHS 1:“'“”“:"‘ T
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1912 | 25,681 sUs a1-i6 | 403 1564 + §-1- 121 . 1497
1013 | 26,076 | 886 3397 | 438 1675 a i 137 1546
7| | i -
1014 | 26,254 l 863 |. 821 1 353 1454 i 79 120 | 1423

Area of District in Acores—1, 867,

Total population at all ages—25,681

At Censiis,

|

( Exelusive of Area covered by water)  Number of inhabited houses—8,281 . é__i”
of Census,
Average number of persons per house—4°86 J Vol. V.)
TapLe 11
Casies OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFIED DURING THE YEAR 1914,
Total cases ’
Number of Cases notified in
notified. each Ward '
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atorum 3 5 | | 11 | l 2
Pulmonary Tuber- 9 |
eulosis] 68 2 owses 8 RHO121517 14
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Feolation Haspital or Hospitals, |
Santtorie, & ]

Bilston Iszolation Hospital for Scarlet Fever,

gouth Staffs. Conjoini

Small-pox Hospital (used as a Sanatorinm for Pulmonary Phthisis).





















