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Smoke Abatement.—In last year's report it was pointed out
that smoke is the worst possible form of dirt owing to its nature
and composition, and that it quickly corrodes rails, limestone and
sandstone, &c. Various industrial concerns contribute greatly to
this pollution of the atmosphere, but the worst offender is the
ordinary household grate. A recent invention, based on the
utilisation of well-known natural laws affecting combustion, claims
to have solved the problem. To secure perfect combustion two
factors are essential—there must be an intimate mixture and con-
tact of the particles composing the combustible and the air (instead
of were access of a large supply of the latter); and further, the
most suitable temperature for the chemical combinations involved
during the whole period of combustion must be maintained—only
under these conditions can the abscence of smoke be secured. In
the invention here referred to the fire-place is formed by hollow
bars with double air inlets connected to a hot air chamber.
The sides and back are hollow castings, also connected to the hot
air chamber. Air admitted from the front becomes highly heated
in its passage to the top, where it is deflected by suitable fittings to
the point of combustion, then to the combustion chamber, where,
meeting the hot-air issuing from the hot-air chamber, all the
gaseous products become ignited. The bars have openings at the
top, and the heated air which issues from them assists the lower
portion of the fire, thus contributing to thorough combustion. It
is claimed that the foregoing can, by means of an inexpensive
alteration, be adopted to the majority of existing stoves, and that
it not only effects distinct economy in fuel, but that there is a great
increase in the amount of heat produced, and the production of
smoke and soot is effectively prevented.

Sanitary Inspection of District —The report of the Inspec-
tor of Nuisances, which is attached to this report, gives a classified
statement of the premises visited, the defeets or nuisances discover-
ed, and the action, and result of action, taken in regard to them.

In that report too, will be found particulars of the premises
and occupations which can be controlled by Bye-Laws or Regula-
tions, viz.: Dairies, Milkshops, Cowsheds, Slaughter-houses, Com-

mon Lodging-houses, and the Market, including their number
and character.

New Bye-Laws dealing with Offensive Trades have been form-
ulated and the Council has recently authorised the Clerk to issue

the necessary advertisements and apply to the Local Government
Board for their confirmation.

S_chc:-olg and Medical Inspection.—The Medical Inspection
of children in the elementary schools has been carried out by me
as School Medical Officer. It is gratifying to report that, as the
result of a recent visit by one of the Medical Inspectors of the
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it good or bad, especially one that has been named ‘‘vitamine.”
This life-giving vitamine is destroyed by too much heat and there-
fore it is, according to this theory, that young infants who are t'n?ci
only on sterilized milk, and have no other foods also rich in
vitamine, are prone to all kinds of disease, especially the insidious
microbe of consumption.

This is believed to be well illustrated in certain samples of con-
densed milk. Huge volumes of milk are said to be mixed with
sugar, evaporated in vacuum pans, and sealed up in tins, within an
hour or two of milking the cows, but the temperatures are so care-
fully regulated that the milk never reaches sterilizing point and so
never loses its essential vitamine (or vitalizing) properties and is
therefore a food quite suitable for infants.

In some factories where milk is condensed in huge guantities
for the Army and Navy in the unsweetened form, it is thoroughly
sterilized before it has its water removed in the vacuum pans and
then, without any addition of sugar, it is sealed in tins and sent all
over the world. Thisis the grown man’s luxury, who mixes it with
other foods from which he gets the vitamine. The infant would
starve on this while he would thrive on the sweetened unsterilized
kind, according to the theory here referred to.

Sanitary Administration of the District.—-The staff of the
Health Department, in addition to the Medical Officers of Health,
consists of the Inspector of Nuisances (who holds the certificate of

a Meat Inspector as well as a Sanitary Inspector), a clerk and a
Health Visitor.

The scavenging is now transferred to the Surveyor's Depart-
ment and this officer is responsible for the regular and thorough
removal of house refuse from ash-pits, bins, etc.

The Sanitary Inspector is also the Housing Inspector under
the Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations and the Inspector
of Canal Boats. His duties, in addition, include the carrying out of
work for the abatement of nuisances in the District ; the investiga-
tion of complaints, the inspection of Dairies, Cowsheds, Milkshops,
Slaughter-houses, Workshops, Workplaces ; enquiring into cases
of Infectious Disease notified, removal of patients to the Isolation

Hospital, and the inspection of the food supply, particularly the
supply and sale of meat in the Market.

The H-m[t!\ Visitor is also engaged as School Nurse under me
as School Medical Officer. Her duties include visits (under the

Notification of Births Act, 1go7), to advise mothers and, as School

Nurse, to assist in medical inspection ; to visit the houses of child-
ren who have been excluded ; to visit schools for the inspection of
dirty or verminous children and the “tollowing up " of all cases
where defects are found at the medical inspection.
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Table of Deaths classified according to disease, dist
deaths of children under 5 vears of age, for the past 1o years.

Under
1T [P
I’ npwis,
{Under 5
1] e 8
upws,
Under &
JO0E L Lisnessinnnifaes
O upwids,
Under 5
1007 L oeseilininafonnane
O upwds.
Under 5
b T4 [ [ERESRE (SR F P
|5 upwds
Under &
1909  ferorerareadean
5 upwds,
Under &
1910 .
Foupwds
Under &
1911 [ococeereeefeeianfine o
|5 upwds
Under §
| upwds.
Under 5
1918 [-orrreemene]e-

I npwis.

.....................................

...........................................

—| e m— =

.........................................................

. iy Lom| .m_"
clelecF
EEl22EEE 8
Lo bl
F R SRS SIS
10 :1 N
5| h7 I
2| | ]a HE
cd B o |
28| | |7 [ 1]
T [t e e B S 1o |
6108 | _
o o e O
L.____:_ e Al
5| |2a] | 1| |se |2
I R
15 |1(2[1 PR
18| sl | |
| [SSSSSIE NI S I S S— S R S—
_sfps | ||
2 (x| {9 |
................... s B e )
|||||.W__Hmmlh._ - I._
16 (2| |1 _
A el C e (o
sl | [ sjsipe | |
1| [ | 5] 4 |sslos)
5| he 11 2 lsshsl

i
i |33

2 Dwr
460 | 189
420 | 175
490 ..4m=.....
185 | 187
408 Hm.m|
iy
332 _:S
410 _i..u
403 | 153
.;ml 1678

























REPORT of the SANITARY INSPECTOR.

The following report of the work of the Sanitary Department
for the year 1913 is herewith submitted. \

I commenced my duties on April 21st, and can only give a
report of the routine inspection done from that date, see Table A.;
the figures for the Sanitary improvements and defects found, see
Tables B. and C., are for the whole of the year.

Taking a general review of the improvements, it will be seen
that the year has been one of steady progress towards improving
the sanitary conditions of the district.

ComprLainTs. —During the year 8o complaints have been re-
ceived and dealt with.

Nortices. —The total number of notices served during the year
was 573; of these 516 ware Preliminary Notices, in many cases
these were by letter. This number includes the Intimation Notices
served under the Housing Town Planning Act. 37 cases of non-
compliance with the Preliminary Notices were reported to you, and
57 Statutory Notices were served ; of these 32 have been complied
with, leaving 23 still on the books, the majority of these are re-
ceiving attention. In no case has it been necessary to take legal
proceedings.

TaBLe A.
SUMMARY OF ROUTINE INSPECTION WORK.
Houses inspected 355 | Visits to Cowsheds 47
Visits re complaints o 114 | Visits to Milk Shops .. 88
Inspections and reiuspections .. 1,699 | Visits to Bakehouses i 75
Visits to work in progress B78 | Visits to Workshops FE i
Drains tested .. ’ 212 | Canal Boats snspected .., a0
Yisite to blauuhmrlumsm 727 | Iunfections ecases visited .., o as
Visits to Butchers' Shops ¢ 460 | Toberculosis cases visited : 43
Visits to Fish Shops ... - 168 | Houses diginfected 36
Visits to Market o 85 | Miscellaneons visits 40
TOTAL o 4,761
TasLe B.
IMPROVEMENTS MADE IN COMPLIANCE WITH NUTICES SERVED.
Drains reconstructed .. 128 | Houses repaired (externally) ... 35
Drains improved or repaired .. 62 | Lighting and Ventilation provided 49
Yard gullies fixed 307 | Sponting provided or r&pmrﬂl it
Chambers constrocted . 166 | Roofs repaired ... 28
Water Closets fixed 351 | Overcrowdings abated ... vha 16
Water Closets repaired or :,Iennsml 30 | Out-door premises cleansed or
Sinks provided .., 'l k4 75 limewashed .. 71
Yards repaved or paving mpa:rcd 132 | Out-door premises repalrml e 108
Ashbins provided .. 120 Animals removed 1
Ashpits improved 28 Offensive nccumulations removed 25
Houses cleanzed . G0 Other Amaendments ... i1

Houses repaired {Ph.stlr, E—hln. ﬁm:tﬁ.] 123
TOTAL PREMISES IMPROVED 597
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MeaT anp Foop Inspection. —There are 24 Slaughter-houses
on the register, but only 15 of these are in use at present. 727
visits have been paid to these, and 1,470 Ibs. of unsound meat
destroyed ; in each case this was surrendered to me at my request.

MarkeT HaLL.—gs5 visits have been made to the Market
during the time food was exposed for sale. The quality of meat
sold at the lowest stalls is poor, but in no case was any found in
such a condition as to warrant seizure. [ may add that I make a
practice of inspecting this meat on its arrival at the Market, before
being cut for sale. The general quality of meat and food sold in
the Town is good.

Dairies, CowsHeEns aAND MiLKSHOPS.— There are 12 cowsheds
at present in use in the Town to which 47 visits have been made.
The sheds generally are kept in a clean and satisfactory condition.
29 persons are registered as purvevors of milk, and 88 visits have
been made to the premises. The milk vessels in all cases are kept
in a clean condition.

BakeHouses, —There are 24 bakehouses on the register, all of
which are occupied—735 visits have been paid to these. The ma-
jority are kept in a clean and satisfactory condition. 2 complaints
have been received from H.M Inspector, and 3 notices requiring
the premises to be cleansed have been served— these have all been
complied with.

WorksHoprs.—The number of workshops on the register is 81,
to which 175 visits have been made. One complaint was received
from H.M. Inspector and one notice sent— this has been complied
with.

InFECTIOUS DisEase.—38 visits and enquiries have been made
in connection with Infectious Disease, and 43 visits to cases of
Tuberculosis. In all cases of Infectious Disease disinfectant and
soap are supplied, and in cases of Tuberculosis a weekly supply is
given. An inspection is made of the premises in each case and
notices served for any defect found.

Common Lopcing Houses.—These have been inspected reg-
ularly throughout the year, several sanilary defects being remedied
on notice from this Department.

Housineg Town PLanniNg &c., AcT, 19gog.—In May, I com-
menced, under the supervision of the Medical Officer of Health, a
systematic house to house inspection, a permanent record of each
house inspected being kept. The number of houses inspected up
to December 3ist, being 290, of these 43 were void, 22 had no de-
fects, and in the remaining 225 the following defects were found :
Houses being overcrowded 36, houses requiring cleansing 112,
plaster defective 62, defective stairs 28, defective floors 46, houses
without through ventilation 113, windows defective or not made to
open g2, houses being damp 144, roofs defective 83, eaves gutters
defective or missing 30.

































