[Report 1911] / Medical Officer of Health, Bilston U.D.C.

Contributors

Bilston (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1911

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/gfywswtn

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
















A

for some time. No medical man had been in attendance, as the
youth had not appeared ill, and the children had continued to

attend the school.

In September, notifications were received of 3 cases of Scarlet
Fever in one family. On enquiry it was found that 1 girl was
desquamating, or *‘ peeling.” She, it appeared, had suffered some
five weeks previously, while at a seaside resort with her family,
from sore throat, accompanied by a skin rash. She called upon a
medical man there, who prescribed and told her to send for him if
she got worse. She apparently felt better, completed her holiday
without consulting him again, and returned home. She mixed
freely with her family, visited the houses of friends until her
brother and sister fell ill, then her condition was observed. Four
days later another brother was found also to be ‘‘ peeling,” and
it was then admitted that he, too, had suffered from sore throat
and skin rash at the same time as his sister. This boy, on his
return, had been in regular attendance at one of the elementary
schools ; all 4 were removed to the Hospital.

It is impossible to trace the full results of this experience.
Many cases may have occurred among the visitors to the seaside
resort, developed after return to their respective homes, and
created much mystery as to their origin.

Measles.—Measles prevailed for some weeks in the summer
in an adjoining district, and several cases appeared here in August ;
others rapidly followed, and many proved fatal. Forty-nine deaths
were registered, 43 being under 35 years of age, and 6 between 3
and 15.  One death was registered in August, g in October, 21 in

November, and 18 in December,

Most of the Infant Schools were affected in turn, and the
epidemic still continues in parts of the district. Children from
known infected houses have not been allowed to attend school, and
two Infant Departments, viz., Fraser Street and Holy Trinity,
were closed for the four days in December immediately preceding
the Christmas holidays, so as to make a continuous closure of 3
weeks. All schools were cleansed and thoroughly disinfected
during the vacation.

It i1s impossible to state the number of children affected, as
Measles is not a notifiable disease, and the mortality rate was,
particularly in very voung infants, undoubtedly very heavy. The
!nfer.‘tmus nature of the disease before the raglfappearﬁ 15 a potent
influence in its rapid and extensive diffusion. In a great pro-
portion of instances no medical man is called until the last moment,
when a fatal termination is feared, and no attempt whatever is
made to isolate the patient, or even to keep him in bed. In many
cases the indifference of the parents, even in the face of skilled
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The increase in the so-called ‘* conscientious objections”
continues to an alarming degree, and is bound Lo reap a disastrous
harvest of victims ready for Small-pox, when next this loathsome
disease appears in the country.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum —The compulsory notification of
inflammation of the eyes of infants newly born—that is of infants
under 2 weeks old at the onset of the disease—was decided upon,
on my recommendation, and in accordance with the resolution
passed unanimously by the representatives of the South
Staffordshire Sanitary Authorities, at the conference held in Wol-
verhampton, on November 4th, 1910, and came into operation on
September 16th, 1gr1. No arrangement has been made for
medical treatment or nursing of any case, Three cases were
notified before December j1st.

Acute Poliomyelitis and Cerebro-Spinal Fever.—In
December, the Clerk forwarded to me a memorandum from the
Local Government Board, suggesting the desirability of making
these special diseases notifiable in this district, and asking for my
observations. The following is a copy of my report thereon :

**The former disease, better known under the name of
** Infantile Paralysis,” has long been recognised as one generally,
though not invariably, affecting children. The muscles of the
limbs are more especially affected, and it is now admitted that the
disease can be transmitted from one person to another, though its
infectivity is very erratic.

““Cases of Cerebro-Spinal Fever, or “ Spotted Fever,” have
occurred at different times in this country, several having appeared
in recent years, and no less than 63 were reported in one outbreak
In Swansea, in 1go8., It is believed to be less uncommon than
many have thought, and is sometimes most difficult to distinguish
from certain other diseases. Its mode of spread is not yet fully
known, and direct personal contact cannot be ignored.

““These two diseases, owing to possible confusion between them,
should be considered together, and it would be advisable to add
them both to the schedule of diseases compulsorily notifiable under
the Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act, at least for a com-
mencing period of two or three years, in order that early notifi-
cation of their presence could be secured, and prompt steps taken
to prevent their spread.”

_'l'hc Council decided, after discussion, to make both diseases
(subject to the consent of the Local Government Board) notifiable
for a period of two years.

Infectious Diseases (Notification Act), 1888.— During
the year roy certificates were received under this Act (in addition
to 32 of Pulmonary Phihisis) and including 3 of Ophthalmia
Neonatorum, as compared with 84 in the ]:-r:.:x'i.n.:-uﬁ year, 117 in

1999, 131 in 1908, and 226 in 1go7.
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It was found advisable to re-level the surface and the distri-
bution pipes on three filters, and the remainder will require

attention this year. It would appear that the original filling had
settled in places, and so the distribution became very uneven.

The quantities of Lime, R.V.O, and Alluminoferric used
during the past three years, and also the number of Sludge Tanks

emptied, are given here.

Lime Oil Alluminoferric Tanks emptied
1909 ... 354 tons 3,566 galls 5 tons 238
1910 " ... 200 4, 2,748 G o 163
IQIT ... 280 2,640 ,; 7 LR 160

The Lime consumption for 1911 averaged 15°34 cwts. per day.

These figures show that heavy Lime consumption means, in
addition to the extra cost of the Lime, increased quantities of
sludge to pump, and consequently heavier fuel accounts. The 160
Tanks of Sludge emptied is equivalent to about 25,60c cubic yards
of liquid sludge, or 41! million gallons (4,330,000). In the drying
areas this sludge reduces its bulk to about one-seventh.

A most satisfactory feature in connection with these works is
that the only apparent result of the increase in the water carriage
system is an improvement in the effluent.

When the works were first put into full operation early in
1908, the number of W.C's and W.W.C(C's was about 600, whilst
since that time there has been an inerease of about 1,000.

The Sewers. —Sewer flushing has been carried out at regular
intervals by means of the vans and automatic tanks, and 274,000
gallons of water have been used.

The Storm Overflow Manhole in Queen Street has been
reconstructed with the object of obviating some of the flooding on
the Oxford Street cellars., The result is not yet entirely satis-
factory, and I propose to lower the sill somewhat.

A New Storm Sewer has been constructed for a length of 62
yards, instead of an open ditch on Ward’s land, near Hall Park
Brewery, Messrs. Ward's Trustees contributing one-third of the
cost.

A considerable number of the old sewers have been traced and
indicated with levels on the Ordnance Sheets,

~ Water Supply.—The Water Supply is constant, and con-
tinues to be most satisfactory in quality and quantity.

. _The total amount of water pumped during the vear was 200
millions, an increase over the previous year of 15 millions.
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Last year I expressed particular gratification that, owing to
the generosity of a well-known local family, a Public Park has been
presented to the town for all time.  The first half of the park was
formally opened by Lady Hickman on June 17th, and the work of
laying-out the remainder has since been continued. The total area
available for the people is just over 12 acres, and I earnestly hope
that a portion of the addition will be set apart for the particular
benefit of the children —by the formation of a play-ground, the
erection of suitable and safe swings, and the laying out of sand
beds for their special use.

In my Annual Report for the year 1go2, I said *‘it is to be
regretted that we have no open space or recreation ground where
the children can play games and the older people assemble, instead
of spending all their spare time in the streets.” This regret can
never be repeated— for the Hickman Park will prove an inestimable
and permanent boon to the inhabitants. It contains a shelter and
fountain provided by the Coronation Committee.

Medical Inspection of Elementary Schools and Scholars.
The Medical Inspection of children in the elementary schools has
been carried out by me as School Medical Officer, and the value of the
work is apparent. The amelioration of the various defects dis-
covered is becoming urgent, for it is surely a waste of time and
money merely to make a record of them, and recent indications
point to early assistance by grants from the imperial exchequer to
those authorities who carry out the work thoroughly, and to the
satisfaction of the Board of Education.

_ Some idea of the gigantic importance of this work in its en-
tirety, and the enormous advantages that will follow to the nation
when it is in full and continued operation, may be gathered when
we remember that according to a white paper, issued by the Board
of Education, the total number of children on the admission regis-
ters of public elementary schools in England and Wales on Oct.
Ist, 190g, was 6,000,357, which on the corresponding date of 1910
had fallen to 6,084,314. The figures for 1gog comprised 2,843,196
boys in England and 227,88/ in Wales (including Monmouth),
while the girls numbered 2,793,859 and 223,421 respectively. In
England the greatest number of girls were aged between nine and
ten, these numbering 306,723, whilst in Wales (and Monmouth)
the majority, 23,629, were aged between five and six. The
greatest number of boys in English schools, 321,356, were aged

from six to seven, and in case of Wales {and Monmouthshire) the
hgure was 16, 174,

The lnt;ll_ number of bovs and girls in the public elementary
schools of England on October 1st, 1910, respecﬁvehr' were
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For the purpose of comparison, the birth-rate of the wh-;::le
country and of Staffordshire Urban and Rm:al Districts, for the
same years, 19oi—I1glo are added, tngether with the C?rrt’.::ipﬂndu}g
rates for England and Wales, and of the large towns in England.

Distriets. 1801 1902i1903|]904 i'lElU'ﬁ 1906 1907 1908,1909/1910

—_— — | |
w  Combined Urban & Rural {828 34 |32:5{32'5 |31°0/3
.o ..|84°1/85 |33-4/33°7 |32:0/3
20°5/31°3 30°1 284 12712

297 30°328°8{27-7
40

9| 314 2901287
a5-7 12671262/ 25°1

England & Wales . ..[|28:528°6 284 27-0 [27-2/27°0/26°326°5|250/24°8

[

....................................

L.a-rge, Towns in England ...|29°5 30 IEB“?iEQ‘I 2822701 270|126 9| 25-7| 250

- ®
Bilston 388387 36‘9.37'0?'35'3 38.1] 35-232-7132°1132°5

It will be noticed that the birth-rate continues to decline,
agreement with general experience throughout the country, and 1s
of grave significance.

Deaths.—During the year 410 deaths in the district were
registered from all causes, 214 males and 196 females, being an
increase of 78 upon the previous year, and giving a death-rate of
159 per thousand of the population. The average yearly number
of deaths in the district for the decade 1901—1910 was 433, and
for the last half of that period 422. In addition 43 deaths of
residents occurred in the Workhouse, 27 in the Hospital, and 3 in
the Asylum, Six persons who died here belonged to other districts
(to which the deaths have been transferred), thus raising the net
deaths belonging to this district to 479, and the rate to 186 per
thousand.

With the exception of the preceeding year the death-rate is the
lowest recorded, and this notwithstanding the exceptional mor-
tality in infants and young children from Diarrhcea and Measles.

la'lﬂq giving the number of deaths in the district in each
quarter of the year, classified according to age and sex.

i Total Ul]ﬂﬂl‘; 1 and | 5 and |15 and|25 and|65 and
i !1-" 1 at all I |under | under | under | under up-

& k ales l_-l_vi n;zei: 3'&&2._5 3 15. 25. 65, |wards.

FirvstQua'ter] 47 | 39 8 | 24 : g

Sevond ,, | 32 | 32 | e | 18 | & : 13 g; f?
Third ., AN 52 120 43 ' 924 E 1 24 1:;
Pourth ., § 77 | 88 |10 | 87 | &5 8 4 | 32 | a3

214 196 4110 104 8-1_“ 18 11 3 112 ﬂl_
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Report of the Sanitary Inspector.

General Sanitary Work.—3717 visits, inspections or re-
inspections have been made, including house to house inspection,
the investigation of complaints and inspections during the time
work was in progress.

Notices served.—The number of Preliminary Notices served
on owners or occupiers to abate nuisances was 614. It was found
necessary to report non-compliance of these preliminary notices in
108 instances, and as a result 108 Statutory Notices were served ;
of these latter, 87 have been complied with and 21 are still on the
books. The majority of these, however, are in hand, and will be
completed shortly,. Two summonses for non-compliance with
Statutory Notices were issued, and the results, with the results of
other legal proceedings, will be found tabulated at the end of this
Report.

Complaints.— 136 complaints were received and attended to
during the year.

Drainage.—30 houses, previously undrained, have been
drained and connected to the public sewer. The smoke test was
applied to the drainage and plumber work of 7 houses, and the
several defects discovered made good. The surface channels of
264 houses have been abolished and covered drains provided. 253
gullies and 198 inspection chambers were fixed in connection with
the new drains. 37 choked drains have been opened and cleansed
and the drainage of 25 houses, which was defective, has been
taken up and relaid.

Privy and Water Closet Accommodation.—Satisfactory
progress has been made in connection with the substitution of
water closets for foul and insanitary privies. It is now becoming
generally acknowledged that the privy is an abomination which
should not be tolerated in towns. It is hoped that the year 1912
will see a still greater number of the privies abolished, particularly
from the centre of the town. It is not possible to emphasise too
strongly the evils connected with these places, and the harm caused
by their position in the more crowded parts of the town, forming
as they do, ideal breeding places for the Ay pests. During the
year under review, 403 houses have been provided with water
closet accommodation. -

































