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Excrement Disposal.—During the year water-closets were
substituted for 72 vault privies, 31 midden-privies, an::l 22 pans or
pails, and 8 ash-pits were closed, and 14 dust-bins used in their place.
The number of privy-middens remaining in houses is 1292, C-l:
vaults 1361, and of pans 88z2. It is obvious that the existence ot
these constitutes a continued menace to the well-being of the com-
munity, and that the process of conversion should be much more

rapid.

It is now well established that privy-middens, privy-vaults,
&c., are most injurious to health, having an intimate relationship
to the prevalence of typhoid fever and diarrhcea. This is well illus-
trated in the report for 1008-g of the Medical Officer of the Local
Government Board by references to the experiences of Nottingham
and Leicester. Years ago both these towns were notorious for a
conserving system of excrement disposal and a high death-rate from
typhoid. The former has made slow progress in the adoption of
water-carrying system, the latter rapid progress. As a result the
typhoid death-rate in Nottingham still continues high whilst that
in Leicester has markedly decreased. Upon this Dr. Newsholme
thus comments : “* A gigantic experiment has been performed on
these two communities under circumstances which enable fairly
trustworthy comparison to be made ; and at the present time it
remains then, that in Nottingham a large number of deaths from
diarrhcea and from enteric fever are occurring vear by vear which
would cease to occur were this city in every part of it to adopt,
like Leicester, a more cleanly system of disposal of excremental
matter.” An abundant water supply belonging to the Council
should assist such concession here and so aid also in the abolition
of the abominable ‘“ tips ” that are in use and have been the cause
of so many complaints in recent vears.

Insanitary Dwellings, &c.—During the vear [ have made
inspections of many streets in the different wards of the town with
the Inspector, and instructed him from time to time to issue the
necessary notices to remedy the various nuisances discovered. 6
houses were closed as unfit for habitation in Pipe’s Meadow, and g
demolished—7 in Gozzard Street and 2 in Barbor's Field. 40
houses were repaired, and in 20 the roofs have been repaired, the
kitchen foors in 10, and the spouting in 12. 23 vards were paved,
23 ashpits repaired and 11 roofed. '

Schools and Medical Inspection.—The work of Medical
Inspection in the elementary schools of the district has been carried
out by me in my capacity as School Medical Officer. The report
for the year has already been presented to the Education Com-
mittee, and the sanitary or insanitary conditions in the schools
described.






-ﬂ""ﬁ’n.‘












15

Infantile Mortality.—118 children died in the town in the
first year of life, as compared with 145 in the previous year, 1:53
in 1907, 161 in 1gobH, and 172 in 1903, being equal to an infantile
mortality of 142 per thousand registered births. This is the low-
est rate ever known before, and considerably below the average of
the past ten years.

Table giving the births, deaths, rate of infantile mortality,
etc., for each of the five Wards of the Town for the past year.

Popula- . . Deaths | |[I'uil:sfmm!n.af No-

Area | ftion. of Infants| Deaths | Pulmonary tificafiens

(in | Census | Births Deaths| under | frem | Taheren- of Enferic

lAcres) | 1901, | |1 year. |Diarchea| losis | Ferer.
;'l-"l-'_lmlc Town i 1867 | 24,034 826 | 427 | 118 | 24 | 16 |

|
New Town Ward | 289 554S| 222 ! 126 | 35 | 12 ) 1
| | . i

High Town Ward] 115 | 5207 153 74| 19 4 2 1
Town Hall Ward | 520 | 5003 150 | 69 | 17 | 1 1 3
Bradley Ward ...| 499 | 4221 143 Ml o2 | 6 2 1
Bttingshall Ward | 444 | 4055 158 | 81| 27 [ 2 | 4 | 1

The marked diminution in the rate of Infantile Mortality con-
stitutes, together with the decreased general death rate, the most
satisfactory feature in this year’s report. The same experience,
fortunately, is general. Taking the country as a whole the rate
for the year among infants under 1 year of age is 100, which is 11
per thousand below the rate in 1008. During ten vears the rate of
Infantile Mortality has dropped no less than 29 per thousand.
The wisdom of public authorities in appointing Health Visitors and
Nurses to give instructions, particularly in the slum districts, in
the rearing of the young is having marked effect. It would be idle
to claim that the whole of the improvement in this direction in this
district 1s due altogether to the work of the Health Visitor, for the
benefit, naturally, must be gradual and progressive, but there can
be no reasonable doubt that the results are in part due to her
services, and already fully justify the action of the council in
making such an appointment 16 months ago.

It will be noticed in table V that of the 27 infants who died in
the first month of life, 17 were the result of premature birthe and
congenital defects, while of the 118 who died in the first vear
measles claimed 11, diarrhcea and allied conditions 1%, bronchitis
18, and wasting diseases 12.

































