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Passing through these works, and quite close to the well, is a
main sewer which carries the sewage from a large portion of the Bradley
district, and there were abundant evidences that the water in the well,
which had recently been noticed to be brown and offensive, was polluted
with sewage. This had followed closely upon certain operations, when
the ground had been opened up and the sewers found to be leaking.
The handle of the pump was at once pad-locked, and the use of F‘
well water prohibited by the Coseley Authorities.

On the 29th of August, in company with the Sanitary Inspector,
I visited these premises and found some men at work. I learnt that
an old cateh pit connected with the sewer Lad leaked considerably, that
the earthenware pipes leading from it to the canal had often burst from
pressure, and that from the canal had been removed very many tons of
sewage and decomposing matter. '

This catch pit, which was uncovered and shewn to me, was
about 6ft by 8ft 6in., by 4ft deep, was built of brickwork and mortar,
and so situated that the sewage must pass through it before it could
reach a new cateh pit, which had just been constructed. This new
catch pit, I was informed, was large in size, had three compartments,
the floors covered with conerete and the walls cemented, and was for
the purpose of receiving the solid parts of the sewage, the efiluent being
passed on through new iron pipes into the canal. As, however, the
sewage would still pass through the old cateh pit first, the walls of
which were bulging, and the mortar saturated with sewage, and in a
perishable condition, and the bottom covered with sewage, it was
obvious that pollution of the well would continue, I, therefore, at once
wrote to the Coseley Surveyor drawing his attention to this, and his
reply, dated the 16th inst , informs me that this condition has now been
remedied, and the old catch pit properly cemented aud really con:
verted into a * man hole or inspection chamber.’

: Just inside the works there was another old catch pit which was
without covering, the brickwork in a very defective condition and the
mortar washed out  To this I also drew attention of the Coseley Sur:

veyor, but as far as I can ascertain, nothing vet has been done with it.

Of the 19 cases no less than 10 are in people directly connected
with these works, and the remainder are all in the ‘ New Town
District, 6 being close together (8 in 1 house indeed) in Bridge Street
and Stone Street. In these cases the houses are small and closele
crowded, where it is impossible to get currents of fresh air, and the
courts and yards are narrow and dirty. The whole question of these
dwellings for the very poor, and the best method of dealing with it, 18
of the highest importance, and will soon have to be faced. Though
Typhoid Fever is not ‘catching’ in the ordinary sense, there is grave
danger, especially in such surroundings, from the exereta being allowed

to remain in or near the dwellings, and from failure thoroughly to
destroy the activity of its germs.

 During the month there has also been an enormous prevalence
of diarrheea as the result, no doubt, in part, of the very hot weather we
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focted matter in these ashpits ;. the refuse from the ashpits is :;_|
into the streets, and thence removed. This produces fouling of the
yard and street, and a certain amount of refuse—laden with typhoi %
poison, be it remembered—being left behind is converted mto dust and
scattered about by the wind, and thus there is no end to !ihﬁ‘viuin'
circle which keeps up both the supply of the poison and its distribution.

In an interesting and important paper on Enteric Fever, at
Norwich, the Medical Officer of Health for that city arrives at the
following (among other) conclusions, based on the facts given: —

(1) That what may be described as the endemicity—that is, the
continuous prevalence—of typhoid fever in the city, appears to be
associated with the methods of disposing of exerement followed,
and with defects in the sewerage and drainage. |

(2) That bedroom erowding exerts a predisposing influence, pro-
bably by lowering the standard of healthiness in those subjected
to such undesirable household conditions.

(3) That emanations from sewer gratings, untrappied gullies, and
more particularly collections of festering exerement, exert a pre-
disposing influence in those exposed to them ; and

(4) That the existence of some thousands of fixed and movable
“bins ' is unqguestionably a source of continuous pollution alike
to the soil and the air in the neighbourhood of dwellings, and
affords favourable conditions for fostering a filth disease like
Typhoid Fever; and that, in seavenging, portions of excrement
are liable to fall on to and get trodden into imperfectly paved
yards, alley ways and streets. :

From what has already been stated, therefore, it will not be
difficult to understand that, even apart altogether from an epidemic due
to a definite and traceable origin, a series of sporadic cases mighk
readily ocenr without any apparent connection among themselves, yet
which, if our knowledge of the train of associated circumstances were
complete, might be traced back to a common source of infect
Supposing, for example, that the earth from a court eontaminated
the enteric poison were turned up during the prevalence of dry weather,
it might easily happen that the dust earried about by currents of air
and deposited on milk, potted meat, bread. cheese, or other articles of
food, usually consumed without further cooking, might be the true
source of infection. The difficulty would be further inereased by the.
fact tlat, before these sporadic cases could come under observation,
the actual souree of infection would have been long obliterated. |

A list of the cases in the town (Table C) is annexed to this
report in w}xich are given some notes on the premises, method of
excrement disposal, &e. A caveful study of this will show the bearing.
of the previous remarks as to causation—the only facts common
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past year, viz., three in the month of January, three in February, one
in March, nine in May, two in July, and one in August, Owing to the
number of ehildren absent on account of this ailment St. Martin's
Schools, Bradley, were, on my recommendation, closed for three weeks

from May 1st.

Diphtheria and Membranous Croup.—liight notifications
referving to five cases of Diptheria, and two of Membranous Croup
were received during the year; three of the former, and both the lattes
ended fatally.

The County Council have now, on the recommendation, through
the Sanitary Committee, of the County Medical Officer of Health,
made arrangements with the Authorities of Mason University Co
whereby doubtful eases of diphtheria may be confirmed or otherwise
bacteriological investigations, free of charge, and any medical pra
titioner i the town can have the necessary apparatus for securing and
forwarding some of the seeretion or membrane on application at the
Town Hall. The great value of this need not be pointed out.

Erysipelas.—No less than 34 cases of Erysipelas have been
notified during the past year, as compared with 19 in the previous
twelve months, and 18 in 1896. One case ended in death. '

Wheoping Cough.—5ix deaths this year have been attributed
to Whooping Cough, being the same number as the previous year,
and 11 less than the year 1896, viz., two in August, one in September,
two in October, and one in November, .

Influenza.— Influenza has appeared more than once during th
year, though always in a mild form, and six deaths were regist
Viz., two in January, two in February, one in April, and one in A

Zymotic Disease.—The deaths attributed to the seven principa
Z}']putm Diseases were 119, as compared with 99 in the previous year
81 in 1896, and 118 in 1895 The subjoined table shew the numbe
deaths from each of these causes for the past year and the previous tet
years. i

A
-

Deaths from  |1898(1889(18901891 1802/1898/ 1594 1805 Aver'ge 180
e !____1 1801,1802,18 1896 me
arlet Faver 201 @] 1 8| B
%lma]lpn: .1 3 i 5 g }, e 4*&
Measles .., y 65(12| 9|18 | 15 s | 19
Whoopi-g Cough ...| 5|14 | 8| 6|28| 712 55 1; ~1{Ji 13::
Enterie Fever o R, [ 1 i 4 1 8| 7 1| 34 2
Diphtheria and ) '

Me'branous Croup) | 9 | 5 5| 4] 8] 8|14 o[
: 1
Diartheea .. .| 7/18|25| 15|15 |85/ 10/ 42 ;\% ﬁﬁ gEﬁ;
28 (49 | 41 | 36 | 65 [ 78 | 40 | 118| 81 | 99 | 630 | 118

Rate per thousand...| 119 2 08 17| 13! 27| 5.1 _i?_!:;m 34| 49 26 |3
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Table of deaths during the past decade, classified according to
age and sex.

Totalat) Under | 1 and , 5 and | 15 and | 25 and | 65 amd

Year Males !ch‘lealuil ages| 1 Year [tnder 5underl5jundersunderss upwds
—_ s A
1888 218 | 234 452 141 66 | 24 19 104 L1
1889 o7 | 252 | 619 | 188 | 98 | 925 21 83 109
1890 260 230 490 163 82 23 17 110 H
1891 282 274 50 200 89 22 15 104 122
1892 286G 2435 FEH] 203 101 29 [ 11 a0 H5]
189 277 257 a3t 185 11 28 | 22 aL | 130
1804 239 214 453 161 61 21 16 b HE
1895 827 anT 634:| 215 163 22 15 1 123
18496 244 | 216 | 460 | 157 | 93 18 17 112 | 68
1597 Ju8 | 274 a2 214 | 20 13 21 154 L

e I th
Yearly avernge
188807 a70 a0 820 182 02 22 17 104 101

1548 276 | 273 | 549 | 214 1 100 17 23 1241 71

For all years previous to 1896 the figures given are *‘ under 60
years "’ and “ above 60 years,” instead of *“ 65 years.”

Diseases of the Respiratory System. — 99 deaths were
registered as due to diseases of the respiratory system. 49, or exactly
one-half, being in children under five years of age, as eompared with
129 in the previous year, and 109 in the year 1896. Of these, 17
oceurred in January, eight in February, 13 in March, nine in April, 11
in May, six in June, three in July, three in August, five in September,
11 in Uctober, eight in November, and five in December.

Consumption.—Consumption caused 22 deaths, seven being in
children under five years of age, as compared with 27 in the previous
year, 21 in 1896, 19 in 1895, 17 in 1894, and 16 in 1893.

Inquests,—23 deaths were investigated by the Coroner as com-
pared with 28 in the previous year, 17 in the year 1896, 27 in 1895,
and 25 in 1894.

Uncertified Deaths.—In only four cases of death was no

certificate given by a Medical Practitioner (or the Coroner) as compared
with 15 in 1897.

Infant Mortality.—1t is somewhat singular that the number of
deaths this year in infants under 1 year of age is exactly the same as
in the previous year, viz., 214, and the infant mortality is equal to a
rate of 228 per thousand registered births. The following table gives
the figures for the nine years—1889-97—for Bilston, for the Urban
Distriets of Staffordshire, and for the large towns in England.
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SUMMARY OF SANITARY WORK done in I:I1le _Inspector of
Nuisances’ Department, during the year 1398, in the Urban

—

Distriet of Bilaton.

— i Nuisancs 8
| Ins;:f;;lﬁmng e b
Observations [Notices by|  after
made.  |Authority Notice.
g‘-"‘a_g_' Foul Conditions :g:_:
= E 2 ) Structural Defects ... pe 4
2 £ 2 ) Overcrowding, abated by Prelimi mnr_? Notice ... H g
S;E-J: Unfit for Habitation... 443 S s i 4 { 3
Lodging-houses e 48 i
Dairies and Milk-shops . o 41 .
Cowsheds, all Limewashed Twm& 43 |
Bakehouses, ditto = 101 -
Slaughter- honses Limewashed onch Quurtﬂr as 81
Canal Boats .. s it § 1 4
Ashpits and Prlﬂﬁa, 11] ﬂﬂﬁ G!annseﬂ IT PrIHEa .
Rebuilt, 10 :lshplta Rebuilt, 40 Privies le- I
paired, 8 Ashpits Repaired, 43 Privies Limed 11004 1 1
Depoeits of Refuse and Ma.uuru 22 removed, I-":g-
wazh, 4 Removed 26
Water Lim;eta i F.rectmi 4 Hew Unnais 5
o Urinals Cleansed i i 156 1 1
o 2 | Defective Traps e wan o 16
2.2 {No Disconnection ... nil
= £ | Other Faults, Ohstrueted Drains .. o 28
S Water Buppl:,-, 10 Houses without Suffic :erst bup-
plied from Town Mains el = 1o
Pigsties Cleanzed and Limewaszhed s 10
Animals improperly kept and removed ... 27
Offeusive Trades .. =4 o i nil r
Bmoke Muisances ... o i o 2
Other Nnizancees, Fowls in HHIJ.ELS. aeat 4 ']
T R | T 9 I 9
Nos
HSeizures -:-; gnThﬂlesuma Food, the Carcases of Two Beasts and about 36 1bs,
of Bee
Bamples of Food taken for 1’1113'[}'315 s o “ nil
i » Found Adulterated nil
w of Water taken for Analysis nil
s w Condemned as unfit for use d nil
Precautions against Infectious Disease.
Lots of Infeeted Bedding Stoved or Destroyed § s nil
Houses Disinfected after Infections Disease % 56
Hechools ditto ditto - 2
Progecutions for not Notifying Existence of Infectious Disease ... g : nil
Convictions ditto ditto f P il
Proeeeutions for Exposure of Infected Persons or things ... ] nil
Convietions ditto ditto nil
Removed to the Scarlet Fever Hospital 30 cases and l';' casea 13[ l:,phm-:l o
Hospital during the year s uns s 47

Note.—When an Inspection or Notice emlraces more than one defect, it may be

ennmerated separately as regards each such defect,

Signed, HERBERT WALKER, A. San. |

IxsrECTOR OF NUlsSANCES,

Dale, February, 1809,
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