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On October 6th a case of Typhoid Fever was notified in High
Street. On enquiry it was found that the patient was a young lady,
who had just returned from Blackpool, and after much difficulty it was
ascertained that she and thirteen others had been staying together at
a certain lodging house in that town. The patient with two other
ladies and her brother, during their stay, partook of a quantity of
mussels. Shortly afterwards they were seized with vomiting and
became so ill that they determined to return home. Three came to
Bilston and the fourth—a lady—went to Birkenhead. Two of the
persons recovered in a few days, but 1n the case of the other two—
one the young lady in High Street, and the other the lady at
Birkenhead—the illness developed into Typhoid Fever.  The young
lady here recovered after some weeks, but her mother, who nursed
her, contracted the disease and died. The lady at Birkenhead also
recovered in time, but her mother, who nursed her, and two others
also contracted the disease tco, and again, unfortunately, the mother
succumbed, while the others recovered.

These facts were forwarded to Dr. Jasper Anderson, the

Medical Officer of Health for Blackpool, who, in reply, wrote to me
as follows :—

*“The valuable information you give me confirms the con-
clusions which I had already arrived at. 1 may state that in the
latter half of October there were at least six cases of Typhoid Fever
caused by eating wussels, whilst in a raw condition which had been
collected from a bed where Sewage Contamination was probakle.
There were also a few other cases which were possibly due to the same
cause. I atonce wrote letters to the newspapers and had notice
boards placed up on the gathering grounds warning the public against
eating such mussels. I have not the slightest doubt that your cases
contracted Typhoid Fever from eating mussels. The matter has
already been before our Committee, and measures have been taken

during the last season, and more effective measures will have to be
taken next.”

Measles.-—A very extensive and fatal epidemic of Measles
prevailed in 1893, but the commencement of the year (1896) very few
cases indeed existed. 3 deaths were registered in the month of April ;
21in June, and 1 in August. In October and November the disease
spread, though the type was mild as is evident from the fact that no
deaths from it were registered in either month. The great proportion
of cases seemed, however, to be identified with one institution—the
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools—and on my recommendation these
were closed from December 2nd to 24th. with the view of preventing
a further development. In December only one death was registered,

and the total for the year was only 7, all in children under five years
of age, as compared with 51 in the previous year,

Diphtheria and Membranous Croup —Diphtheria has
very largely increased, especially in populous districts, in recent
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Vaccination.—It is gratifying to note that in the Report of
the Royal Commission the majority are decidedly of opinion ‘tha_l:
the protecting influence of Vaccination has been clearly proved. Their
recommendations are given with a view to encourage, rather than
diminish Vaccination, and only serve to emphasise the fact that it
is expedient in the interest of Vaccination itself, thlat the present
law should be modified. No doubt the * dangers ” of the opera-
tion—which are usually much exaggerated—would be greatly de-
creased if the improvement in the performance of Vaccination
suggested by the Commissioners were adopted.

The returns of the Vaccination Officer are givem for the six
years 1890-5, and for the first half of the year 1896.

Half Year
to June 30 | Year | Year | Year | Year | Year | Year
1896, 1805 | 1894 | 1893 | 1892 | 1891 | 1890
B:rrns REGIsTERED ... 431 055 | 926 | 930 | 929 | 946 | 891
- I

Snzcessfully Vaceinated... 319 670 | 731 | 784 | 736 755 | 744
Insuseeptible 2 | 6 4 6 9 2 b
Died before Vaceinatinn... 56 1338 114 145 117 119 a3
Postpaned s 7 29 10 19 41 40 an
Removed from Distriet .. 14 53 34 35 26 30 29

Refusals ani not fit cases, . 33 64 33
431 955 926 939 929 946 | 891

INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL.

At the end of the year 1895 there were seven patients in the
temporary Cottage Hospital recovering from Scarlet Fever, During
the past year thirty-rine were admitted suffering from the same

disease—of whom two died. Two patients remained at the end of the
year.

I have to congratulate the Council upon the posssession of a
modern Ambulance, in which patients can be removed to Hospital,

and of a Mortuary. A proper: disinfecting apparatus for the
thorough disinfection of bedding, clothing, &c., is much needed.

SANITARY WORK.
Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act, 1888

During the year 185 certificates under this Act were received
as compared with 1og in the previous year and 170 in 1884, viz.,
118 of Scarlet Fever ; .31 of Typhoid Fever; 23 of Diphtheria and

Croup, and 13 of Erysipelas. It is ver i
: - satisfac t
no case of Small-pox was reported. d tory to note that
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children under five years of age, for the past ten years.
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