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To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Bilston.

Mgr. Mayor, MADAM AND GENTLEMEN,
I have the honour to present my report for the year 1952,

Last year I referred to the increase in the number of cases of
Diphtheria, the majority of which occurred during the months of
November and December. This outbreak was continued into the
first three months of 1952 when 13 cases were notified, of these 6 were
confirmed as being Diphtheria. One other confirmed case of this
disease occurred in August, making a total of 14 notified cases of
which 7 were confirmed during the year under review. The organisms
found in the actual cases were of a virulent strain, but fortunately
there were no deaths. Page 11 gives more details of the cases.

I can only stress the importance and value of immunization as
a preventitive measure in overcoming this disease.

The prevalence of infectious diseases in the Borough during the
year under review is given in Table 9 on Page 10.

The causes of death are shown in Table 6 on Page 6, and the
ages at which death occurred are to be found in Table 5 on Page 5.

The housing problem is now giving signs of improving with
brighter hopes for the future.

The attention the sewage works is receiving gives promise of
some definite action being taken to improve conditions of dealing
adequately with the increased flow.

I am glad of this opportunity to express my appreciation to you,
Madam and Gentlemen, for the help and encouragement you have
given me in every way, and to the Town Clerk and other Officers of
the Council for their aid and co-operation.

I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to my Staff for their
willing help and loyalty.

My special thanks are due to Mr. Sheldon for the ever ready
and valuable assistance accorded me at all times.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor, Madam and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

B. C. HALLER,
Medical Officer of Health.






ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1952
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

TR e e e e S e 1,871 acres
Population : 1951 Census .. g 33,464
Estimated Population for Year .. e 03,470
Estimated number of inhabited houses for the }-’L;I.I' 9,050
Rateable Value at the 31st December, 1952 e £152,545

Extracts from Vital Statisties :

TOTAL MALES FEMALES

Live Births G636 320 316 Birth Rate per 1,000 of
(Legitimate) 618 313 305 the estimated resident
(Illegitimate) 18 7 11 population ... 19.00

Still Births 16 11 5 Rate per 1,000 total

(Live and Still }Births
24.54
TOTAL MALES  FEMALES
Deaths 363 206 157 Death Rate per 1,000 of
the estimated resident
population ... 10.85

Comparability Factors :  Births 0.97
Deaths 1.30
Deaths from Puerperal Causes :

(Headings 29 and 30) of the Registrar General’s short lists).

Rate per 1,000 total
) Deaths (Live and Still) Births
Puerperal Sepsis = —
Other Puerperal Causes — —

Death Rate of Infants under 1 year of age :

All Infants per 1,000 live births e T 28.30
Legitimate Infantﬁ per 1,000 legitimate live births . 28.30
IHegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births —
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ... 59
= Measles (all ages) g W e —
= Whooping Cough {a]l aizes) | A 1
- Diarrhoea (under 2 years) 4
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TABLE 7.
Birth-rates, Death-rates, and Analysis of Mortality, Maternal
Mortality and Case rates for certain infectious diseases in the Year

1952.

Provisional figures based on Weekly and Quarterly Returns.

1600 Smaller
160 County Towns
England Boroughs (Resident
and and Population | BILSTON
Wales |Great Towns| 25,000 to
(including 50,000 at
i London) 11951 Census) L 4
Rates per 1,000 Home Population
Births :
Live Births .... ... 15.3 16.9 15.5 19.00
Still Births ... 0.35 0.43 0.36 0.48
22.6(a)| 24.6(a) 23.0(a)
Deaths :
All Capses ... ... 11.3 12.1 11.2 10.85
Typhoid and
Paratyphoid 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Whooping Cough ... 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03
Diphtheria ... 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Tuberculosis .. 0.24 0.28 0.22 0.63
Inflaenza ... .. 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.12
Smallpox - 0.00 — — 0.00
Acute Polmmyehtls
and Polioencephalitis 0.01 0.0 0.00 0.00
Pneumonia ... .. 0.47 0.52 0.43 0.36
Notifications (Correeted)
Typhoid Fever ... 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.06
Paratyphoid Fever 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.00
Meningococcal
Infection 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.00
Scarlet Fever 1.53 1.756 1.58 0.87
Whooping Cough 2.61 2.74 2.57 5.01
Diphtheria 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.24
Erysipelas ... 0.14 0.15 0.12 0.08
Smallpox 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Measles' .. .. 8.86 10.11 8.49 7.43
Pneumonia ... ] 1092 0.80 0.62 2.42
Acute Polmmyelltls — — — —
(including
Polioencephalitis)
Faralytic |/ .. 0.06 0.06 0.06 0.03
Non-Paralytic 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.00
Food Poisoning 0.13 0.16 0.11 0.00
Deaths : Rates per 1,000 Live Births
All causes under 1
year of age ... ... 27.6(b) 31.2 25.8 28.31
Enteritis & Diarrhoea
under 2 years of age 1.1 1.3 0.5 6.28
Notifications (Corrected)| Rates per 1,000 Total (live and still) Births
Puerperal Fever and -
Pyrexia 41 17.87(a) | 23.94(a) 10.22(a) 1.53
[a] per 1.000 total (live and still) births

(b) per 1,000 related live births
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR AND
CLEANSING SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE YEAR 1952

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of
the Borough of Bilston.

Mir. MAavor, MAapaAM AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my report upon the Sanitary and
Cleansing Services of the Borough for the year. This is my sixth
Annual Report.

The report is divided as usual into two sections, the first dealing
with the Sanitary Services covering the twelve months ending the
31st December, 1952, and the second which deals with the Public
Cleansing covering the twelve months ending the 31st March, 1953.

Sanitary Services.

Details of inspections and visits made are given in Table 1.
The total number of visits is 9,754. A considerable decrease upon
the previous year.

This decrease is accounted for by the fact that we have only
had three District Inspectors, and no replacement had been made for
the Inspector who resigned in November 1951, and in some part due
to my inability to undertake to a great extent the normal visits and
inspections that are required.

Due to illness, my work had been confined chiefly to office
administration which, whilst essential, is only part of the normal
duties required.

The depleted staff have been unable to cope with the normal
efficiency, with all the many duties that are expected from them.
It has been a case of selecting the most important duties to be
performed viz. meat inspection, housing, caravans and etc. and less
vital work has had to receive the minimum of attention,

In addition, one member of the department, an unqualified
Inspector, who was responsible for all work upon the visiting of cases
of overcrowding, had to cease work at the end of 1951 and, in
consequence, the work he normally undertook had not been so
possible during the year.

As will be noted from the individual headings in the report, the
work of meat inspection has claimed priority with the depleted staff
of Inspectors and there still remains the need for two Inspectors.
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One full-time at Downs and one part-time at Warrens, to cope with
the need for inspection of all pigs slaughtered at these ﬂ.mghtf'rlmuqeq
Such work cannot be left without endangering the food supplies of
the town.

Whilst the actual number of visits to slaughterhouses is slightly
less this year, the number of animals inspected has increased, and the
importance of this work cannot be over emphasised.

Another activity which has claimed the services of Inspectors is
the removal of caravans and gypsies from the remaining sites in the
Borough, and some permanent solution to this problem still remains
of vital importance.

The inspection and supervision of food premises of all types has
received careful supervision within the limits of the staff available.

Details of improvements and repairs executed are given in
Table III.

During the year 4,243 improvements have been made to houses
and other premises. 3,009 of these improvements were obtained
without the service of notices and the majority of these were the
cleansing of drains, the treatment of premises affected by rodents,
supply of ashbins and the disinfestation of verminous premises.
These obviously were carried out by employees of the Health
Department.

The work done to houses, without the service of notices, has
decreased during the year. This is understandable when it is
appreciated that the cost of any work to property these days is very
expensive, and owners or agents cannot undertake work which is
not vitally essential. Obviously such persons are indeed anxious
that necessary work shall be notified to them by the department,
before it is undertaken. Agents find that the actual owners require
In many cases, some guarantee of the essential nature of the work to
be done, in order that they are aware to some extent of the probable
cost of the work involved.

Public Cleansing.

The work done during the year has once again been difficult and
has required very careful supervision, in order that refuse should be
removed and disposed of in as orderly and systematic a method
as possible.

There has been a paramount endeavour to reduce, if possible,
the cost of the work without impairing efficiency. The labour
difficulties still exist and the quality of the labour available does not
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in many ways reach the standard we were used to in the past years,
Despite increased wages and facilities afforded to the workpeople,
there does not seem to be the appeal to the working man as there
was some years ago.

Refuse Collection.

The question of cost is obviously very important and every
endeavour is made to keep this down. This year, costs have remained
at about the same level as last year, despite the fact that more refuse
has been collected from more houses than in the previous year. This
work has been done by four teams of men, and a weekly collection,
so essential to the service, has been maintained with great difficulty.

It has been found necessary to increase the charges made for
the collection of trade refuse during the year, as it was found that the
sum originally charged bore no relation to present day costs.

Details of refuse collected are given in Table XI.

Refuse Disposal.

The continued use of the angledozer has resulted in greater
efficiency on the tip and the area of land now levelled is very extensive.
It has been found that industrialists delivering their refuse to the tip
have been quite satisfied that their vehicles disposing of the refuse
will not sink, due to the fact that the use of the angledozer eliminates
the use of tipping plates, and at the same time consolidates the refuse
as it is tipped and levelled.

It has been found necessary to increase the charge made for the
disposal of trade refuse, although this only covers the disposal of trade
refuse and does not include the great amount of industrial refuse
delivered to our tip.

Salvage.

Systematic collections of paper and kitchen waste have con-
tinued during the year, as there is still a need for this material for the
making of plasterboard for house construction and the making of food
containers of all descriptions. Similarly, the direction to collect
kitchen waste remains in operation. This material, once processed,
is a valuable supplement to the pig and poultry food which is
available.

It is interesting to note that scrap metal became acutely short
during the year, as European markets ceased, and in consequence,
the Ministry of Supply requested that the special scrap drive should
be held in Bilston. i



This proved to be an outstanding success, in that more than
twice the tonnage of the original target was collected.

Collection and Disposal Costs.

Details are given in Table XIV of the cost of collection and
disposal of refuse, together with relevant statistics.

Coneclusion.

To you Mr. Mayor, Madam and Gentlemen, I tender my sincere
thanks for the support you have so readily given me during the year.

I wish to thank all the officials of the Corporation for their
help and co-operation during the year.

To the Health and Cleansing staffs, I offer sincere thanks for
their loyal and wholehearted support. I am deeply indebted for
their work so nobly done.

I hope that the demands which of necessity I had made, have
not been too severe. Indeed, I am deep y grateful for their response
and the spirit of comradeship that has been noteworthy in the
department.

To the employees of both departments I am very grateful and
mindful of their help and co-operation during the year.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor, Madam and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

G. ERIC S. SHELDON,

Chief Sanitary Inspector and
Cleansing Superintendent.






The number of inspections of al! kinds made was 7,295 and the
number of re-inspections 2 459, making a grand total of 9,754 for
the year.

Complaints.

The number of complaints received during the year was 1,451.
185 of which were in respect of alleged nuisances or sanitary defects
and 1,266 in respect of choked drains and water closets.

The complaints made in respect of sanitary defects are 36 less
than in the previous year, and those in respect of drains and water
closets 45 more than the previous year.

All complaints were visited and the necessary action taken to
secure abatement of nuisances where necessary.

Defects Found and Notices Served.

As a result of the inspections made, a total of 2,270 defects or
nuisances were found. 1,984 of which were affecting 1,400 houses
and 286 affecting 145 other premises.

To remedy these defects or nuisances, a total of 372 notices were
served, made up as follows :—

Informal Notices .. 251

Statutory Notices ... 121

Of these, 364 were served upon owners or agents and 8 upon
occupiers of premises,

Details of Statutory Notices served are as follows :(—

TABLE II.

|
{Complied|Complied .
Issued by by Justices| Not
Owner | Council | Order [Complied

= e | ==

Sec. 92-93
Public Health Act, 1936 .| 121 78 —

L~

41

As reported in previous reports, the repair of properties remains
extremely difficult, and owners or agents bear a very heavy respons-
ibility in undertaking works of repair of any description, due to the
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Without

Ashpiis By Notice Notice Total
Repaired .. £) : _ — — -
Converted or ahnhshed ’ : — 2 2

Food Preparing Premises

Cleansed and/or limewashed A L — 1 |
Structural Imprmrements vy R A S, 1 — 1
Abolished ... 33 i 1 4
Food Shops
Improvements under Food and Drug,s Act 3 14 17
Hot water provided X — 2 2
Cellar flooding abated ... By ad i3 — 1 1
Atmospheric Pollution
Additions to plant improvements . 3 — 3 3
Food Vans, Cart and Stalls
Covering and screening of back and sides

provided or 1mpmved 2 — 2
Improvements .. s i 7 3 —_ 3
Cinemas and Theatres
Improvements = i Ll g T S 2 — 2
Bakehouses
Cleansed or limewashed .. = _.. e 1 1 2
Other improvements VTR T T 1 2 3
Iee-Cream Manufacturers
Sterilising Equipment Provided | 2 3
Other improvements s e - 2 2
Slaughterhouses
Cleansed and limewashed N TR L T - 2 2
Total Defects Remedied or Improvements made . ; 4,243
In connection with houses gy S I B43 3,034 3.877
In connection with other premises 301 65 366

1,144 3,089 4,243

Housing.

The policy of obtaining housing repair has continued as in
previous years by the service of notices under the Public Health Acts.

The policy of making Demolition Orders in certain cases has
continued throughout the year and purchase of old property in the
areas which are likely to be re-developed in the near future has
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continued. This method has permitted the demolition and closing of
many old and dilapidated properties which will be, or have been,
affected by the re-development and house building in the central areas
of the town,

The tenants of these houses are in the main being rehoused in
new houses built in the vicinity, and in the event of any such tenants
being rehoused, the property being in the ownership of the Corporation,
can be immediately closed and demolished when possible.

Sanitary Accommodation and Sewerage.

The work of cesspool emptying has been transferred together
with street cleansing, back to the Surveyor during the year and,
therefore, it can only be stated that the two remaining cesspools at
Messrs, Thompson Brothers, Great Bridge Koad, have continued to be
emptied by that department, free of charge.

Schemes are in hand for the elimination of these and for the
drainage to be properly connected to the sewer as is necessary.

Drains and Water Elﬁsats.

During the year 1,575 choked drains and water closets were
cleansed by employees of the Health Department. Of these, 1,266
were the subject of complaints made to the Health Department by the
occupants of the houses concerned, and the employees of the Health
Department in the course of their duties found and cleansed 309 drains.

The number of drains cleansed free of charge during the year is
slightly more in number than for the previous year, and one can only
say that such free services do tend to make people careless, when they
know that drains will be attended to by reporting such to the Health
Department, and that this is done free of charge.

It has to be agreed that the cleansing of drains by Health
Department employees is efficient and is done with the absolute
minimum of delay, but it can only be repeated as in previous Annual
Reports, that there should be some nominal charge made for the
service.

Pubiic Conveniences.

The erection and completion of add tional conveniences has
continued during the year. The most notable being the new block
completed and opened in Wolverhampton Street in the park grounds.
This convenience has proved of great value both to pedestrians in the
vicinity and to people frequenting the park.
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There is still a great need for some convenience to serve the
general public and the stall holders in the Market, and whilst consider-
ation has been given to this possibility during the year, no scheme has
yet been finalised for this work,

Infectious Diseases.
During the year 166 visits have been made to investigate certain

cases of notified infectious disease, and 48 re-inspections have been
made to these cases for various purposes.

Disinfection.

The number of houses disinfected after infectious disease was
62 and 69 re-inspections were made in these cases. Ewvery house in
which an infectious case occurs is not automatically disinfected by the
employees of the department, as it has in the past been thought
unnecessary to do so,

Disinfestation.

During the year 78 houses were disinfested and 112 re-inspections
were made in these cases.

Treatment was by fumigant smoke or insecticide sprays in
each case.

The removal of all tenants’ furniture and effects was carried
out by employees of the Health Department, specially trained for this
work. The furniture and etc. was treated by HCN gas and the
bedding was treated in the steam disinfector at the Cleansing Depart-
ment. All new tenants of Council houses who have been removed
from old property, have been so treated.

271 such treatments were undertaken during the year and
2 removals and treatments were undertaken for the Willenhall Urban
District Council during the same period. Charges were made for these
latter disinfestations.

Shops Aet.

In addition to the 220 visits made to food shops, 106 visits have
been made to other shops in connection with the operation of the
Shops Acts.

Rag Flock Act.
The Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act 1951 has been in

operation for the year, and whilst detailed enquiries have been made
of all likely premises within the Borough, only one which is affected
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The work of sewer treatment was carried out in accordance “ith
the instructions of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, as th
work of rodent control ranks for grant aid, and unless sewer rreaunmn 3
are undertaken twice a year grant aid is not forthconng.

The results of the two treatments of sewers are as follows :—

TABLE 1V.

1st 2nd
Number of manholes in system . 797 900
i % . treated : 122 137
i Y E: showing infe smtmn 33 43

% 1 . showing complete
pre-bait take .. — -
Actual bodies seen @ ... Lol 33 49
Matimated il o0 0 L 87 125
Dates of treatments ..., March | Sept.

Once again sewer infestations show a decrease and the Ministry's
Inspector is very satisfied with the methods adopted for the extermina-
tion of rats and mice throughout the Borough.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES

Meat and Food Inspection.

The number of carcases and organs of animals slaughtered and
intended for human consumption during the year was 350,494
an increase upon the previous year. Of these, 49,179 were slaughtered
for the Ministry of Food and 1,315 were slaughtered for private

pigkeepers.
' All animals slaughtered were pigs. No other types are
~ slaughtered within the Borough.

Of the total number of pigs slaughtered, only 4 were slaughtered
and inspected on private pigkeepers premises, with the permission of
the local office of the Ministry of Food. The remainder were
slaughtered at the three slaughterhouses approved by the Ministry
of Food and ourselves for this purpose.

All carcases and organs have been inspected by the Sanitary
~ Inspectors employed in this department and the necessary condemnat-
ions have been made of unsound or diseased meat.

As there has been no replacement of the Inspector who resigned
over a year ago, the work of meat inspection has fallen upon the
remaining two qualified Inspectors who have found this work, whilst
it is known to be of paramount importance, a heavy burden in
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addition to their other duties, and whilst no actual specialisation is
said to be done in this work, it has been practically so during the year,

It will be noted that the actual number of carcases totally
condemned has increased very slightly during the year for all diseases
other than Tuberculosis, whilst those condemned for Tuberculosis
have been slightly less than for the previous year, and whilst this is so,
it will be noted that the number of animals slaughtered has increased
considerably during the same period.

The total number of visits made to slaughterhouses for the
purpose of meat inspection was 796 and the number of visits and
inspections to shops, market stalls and other premises for the purpose
of meat inspection was 312.

Details of carcases inspected and of which the whole or some part
was condemned are given as follows :—

TABLE V.
Carcases Inspected and Condemnations
Cattle, Sheep
excluding | Cows | Calves and Pigs
Cows Lambs
Mumber killed ... .. — — —_ — 50,494
Number Inspected — - - — 50,494
All diseases except Tuber-
culosis. Whole carcases
condemned i _ — — — 39
Carcases of which some
part or organ was con-
demmed” o & i TR —_— —_ —_ — 3,987
Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
disease other than tub-
erculosis ... ... — — —_ - 7.89
Tuberculosis only. Whole
carcases condemned .. — — — e s 44
Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
tubercnlosis’ o0 —_ - - . h.64
Carcases of which some
part or organ was com-
demned — — _— —_ 2,803

The diseases or conditions causing the

meat or organs are given as follows :—
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TABLE VI,
Diseases or conditions causing fresh meat and/or organs to be

condemned as unfit for food (tons, ewts., 1bs.)
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All types of premises where food is sold, stored or prepared for
sale have received careful supervision during the year and details of
the inspections made of these different types of premises are shown
in Table I.

With few exceptions, all premises have maintained a satisfactory
standard.

Details of food examined, found to be unfit for human consumpt-
ion and surrendered for destruction’ are as follows :—

TABLE VII.

Foon Tons | Cwts. | Lbs. REasoN FOr CONDEMNATION
Biscuits I, | 173 Damaged in transit.
Bottled Goods = .. 52} Unsealed and Excessive Mould.
Cake ... e S SR 1 Rodent Contamination.
LT St e o et 183 Excessive Mould.
Chocolate and Sugar
Confectionery ... 723 Damage by Moisture.

e 7 Rodent Contamination.

i T0 Contamination.
Desiccated Cocanut ... 134 Rancid.
Dried Fruit ... 20 Mites and Moulds.
IR s | ks 1 45 Over-ripe and unsound.
BHam. . e 61 Decomposition,
oL L R, 3 Contamination.
Potatoes . AL EEEe 3 — Diiseased.
Suet ... e 3 Paraffin contamination.
Tinned Goods ... 1 i 904 | Blown and Damaged Tins.

1 14 28

Fresh Meat ... .. 32 1 244 See Table VI.

TOTAL ... 33 15 52%

It has not been necessary to resort to the seizure of any food
found to be unfit for human consumption, as all food found so unfit
has been voluntarily surrendered and destroyed. All such unsound
food is collected by special transport from the Cleansing Department
and disposed of by the department.

It is pleasing to again report that tradespeople are aware of the
danger of selling any food which is unfit or suspiciously so and they
are anxious and very willing to seek the advice and opinions of an
Inspector, should any food on their premises be in an unfit or
suspicious condition.

The persons concerned readily accept the opinion of the
Inspector and voluntarily surrender the food for destruction.
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Slaughterhouses.

 The slaughter of animals (pigs only) for human consumption is
still confined to the three slaughterhouses in the Borough, namely :—

J. E. Downs & Sons, Broad Street.
W. D. Warren, High Street.
Allman & Son, Oxford Street.

The centralisation of the slaughter of pigs at these three
slaughterhouses does permit the complete inspection of all animals
s0 slaughtered, and guarantees that all animals slaughtered are
properly inspected, and that the meat finally passed for human
consumption is perfectly sound and satisfactory.

Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933.

15 slaughtermen have renewed their licences under the Act for
the year and 5 original licences have been issued to new applicants,

Streei Food Vendors.

Many applicants for licences under the Bilston Corporation Act
have commenced re-construction of their vans, in order to conform to
the requirements, but few have in actual fact completed their vans
during the year.

The Inspectors in the department are at all times willing to
offer advice and guidance whenever possible on this work.

It is pleasing to report that two street food vendors, both
selling wet fish, have at last been persuaded that it is in their own
interests as well as in the interests of their customers, to convert their
handcarts to conform with the byelaws, and it must be stated that
the conversions are a considerable improvement.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.

As reported last year the control of such premises remains in
the main with the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Milk Product-
ion Officers and the processing plants are supervised by the County
Council as the Food and Drugs Authority.

The one large processing plant in Broad Street has seen fit to
go out of production entirely and to sell the milk delivery business to
a Wolverhampton firm.

Our duties now consist nearly entirely in the supervision of
shops and similar premises from which bottled milk is sold.
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The details of licences issued by the Local Authority are as
follows :—

140 Dealers Licences (Sterilised).

9 Supplementary Dealers Licences, for Sterilised and
Pasteurised Milk.

2 Dealers Licences (Tuberculin Tested).
9 Supplementary Dealers Licences for Tuberculin

Tested Milk.

Ice Cream.

There are 81 premises registered under the Food and Drugs Act
for the manufacture or sale of ice-cream 1n the Borough. 78 of these
premises retail ice-cream obtained from other producers,

Inspections of these premises during the year show that a large
number only sell ice-cream during the summer when there is a greater
demand for it.

Of the 4 premises retailing ice-cream produced thereon, 3 use
the cold mix method and the other uses the heat treatment method.
In the latter case this producer makes a speciality of ice-cream and
supplies many shops with this product.

During the year 75 inspections have been made to such premises
to supervise the production of ice-cream, and whilst this is deemed
to be not sufficient, it is the greatest number possible with the limited
staff available.

A total of 105 samples of ice-cream were taken and submitted
for examination to the Laboratory at Stafford. Whilst this is a
considerable increase on the previous year, it is still considered to be
below the number of samples desired.

A summary of the results is as follows :(—

Bacteriological
Gradel .. 73
Grade 2 L 20
Grade 3 . 7
Grade 4 5
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Food Sampling.

The sampling of milk and food under the Food and Drugs Act,
1938, is undertaken by the Sampling Officer of the County Council
who are the Food and Drugs Authority under the Act.

The following details of samples taken during the year in Bilston
were supplied by Dr. G. Ramage, County Medical Officer of Health,

Milk

Milk Pasteurised o) BRSO ot g 1§

Milk Sterilised ... R 1 15

Milk T.T. 2

Milk T.T. Pasteurised ... g W 14

Milk T.T. Certified 3

Torar ... 44 All Genuine.

General Foods

Number of Samples taken SR

Number of Samples Genuine ... i g O

Number of Samples Adulterated . 3
Classification of General Foods
Beef Sausage (3 samples). Lemon Curd.
Fresh Fruit Pudding and Apple. Beef Suet with Flour.
Portugese Sardines in Oil. Pure Coffee.
Mincemeat Red Cherries in Syrup.
Hampe (Pork & Veal Luncheon Meat). Pearl Tapioca.
Coffee and Chicory Essence. Pork Sausage.
Savoury Spread. Ice Cream Powder (2 samples).
Blue Vein Cheese. British Ruby Wine (Port Style).
Gravy Salt. British Sherry Wine.
Ice Cream (3 samples). South African Sherry.
Jaffa Orange Segments in Svrup Wine Cocktail (Sweet Nell).

Beans in Tomato Sauce.

Particulars of Adulterated Samples

Pork Sausage—Formal—>5.59, deficient of its proper proportion of meat
—Written Caution.

Ice Cream—Formal—10.67%, deficient of its proper proportion of milk solids—
Fined £3—Costs £3-7-0.

Ice Cream—Formal—18.69%;, deficient of its proper proportion of milk solids—
Fined £3—Costs £3-7-0.
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Pet Animals Aet.

During the year many premises have been visited which were
thought likely to come within the provisions of this Act, but only one,
Mr. W. Cole, Great Bridge Road, Bilston, does in fact come within
the provisions of the Act.

This person does rather an extensive trade in all types of birds
and animals which are sold as pets, and very detailed inspections have
been made at these premises in order that they shall conform to the
requirements.

Considerable assistance has been given in this work by Inspectors
of the R.5.P.C.A. These officers are probably more qualified to give
an opinion upon the comfort and housing of animals than anyone, and
it was a pity that it could not be agreed that one of their personnel
should be appointed along with the Sanitary Inspectors to act as
officers under the Act. However, helpful advice is always readily
given on matters affecting these premises.

Improvements have been made to the premises mentioned above
and constant routine visits are made in order to satisfy ourselves that
the conditions obtaining are in all respects satisfactory. It is difficult,
however, to be shown by the proprietor a metal container in which
scores of tropical birds are packed and sent from overseas, and to
ignore the fact that such a container is inadequate and unsuitable
for the large number of birds it contains, and at the same time give
reasons why action is not taken against the persons concerned in being
allowed to use such a container. There is no doubt that this container
which 1s shaped in the form of an incubator, i1s very small for the
number of birds it has to contain.

One cannot offer much in the way of comment upon such a
container, although it can be stated that this type in which birds are
delivered to a proprietor ready for sale, leaves much to be desired.

Atmospheric Pollution.

All instruments as listed in the Annual Report for 1951 for the
measurement of atmospheric pollution have been in operation through-
out the year. In addition, one further deposit gauge has been
installed and put into operation on a site in the Bradley area.

The results of all instruments are submitted to the Department
of Scientific and Industrial Research for collation by them as in
previous years.
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The preparation of materials and analyses necessary for sub-
mission to the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research have
been carried out by Mr. L. Starbuck and his staff, with the permission
of Messrs. Stewarts & Lloyds Limited,

The recording of atmospheric pollution by these approved
methods has been in operation in Bilston since 1944 and it is more
or less possible to now have a true picture of the extent of such
pollution in the town.

Records show that pollution has a definite tendency to decrease,
although no marked improvement has occurred during the past year.

It 1s, however, interesting to note the recent interest that is
being shown in the work of eliminating pollution and the use of the
word ‘smog in relation to this. The word, of course, obviously
comes from the use of the first three letters of smoke and the last two
of fog. The word does aptly describe the severe nuisance that is
caused by the smoke from all sources, which in turn adheres to
particles of water vapour which does not rely upon pollution or the
burning of fuel for its creation.

Now that actual interst is being taken in this matter, it would
appear that more definite steps will be taken in the future for the
elimination of this nuisance, but one wonders how much notice was
taken in past years, particulariy when I submitted a paper at the
Blackpool Conference in 1948. My instruments and recordings even
at that time showed the serious nuisance that was being caused not
only from industrial chimneys but from domestic as well, and the
percentage given as shown by the recordings made of 509, from
industry and 50Y%, from domestic chimneys was no doubt thought at
that time to be rather unreliable.

It is now, however, generally accepted that such is the case and
as I stated in those days and have repeated many times since, the
modern industrialist has appreciated that smoking chimneys means
waste. In fact, waste to him means loss of money, as the fuel used
is not being eﬂiclently consumed and is depriving his plant of maximum
efficiency. It is obvious that in modern progressive establishments
something would be put in hand to eliminate this waste, and whilst
it was not principally to eliminate pollution, the elimination of waste
did in fact reduce the pollution from this source.

As a result of reports submitted to the Council on this work,
it was agreed to instal grates in houses which would burn smokeless
fuel and even give greater efficiency if coal was burned, and it can now
be stated that such foresight is proving of material benefit, and the
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total domestic smoke issued into the atmosphere is undoubtedly
being reduced. This will even be more so in the future when smokeless
fuel is more readily obtained.

The number of Authorities now operating instruments for
measurement of pollution in collaboration with the Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research is increasing year by year, which in
turn shows the increasing interests of Local Authorities in this work.

It is wrong to assume that pollution only affects urban areas
where houses and factories exist. It is unfortunately, often thought
to be the case, but whilst smoke is generated in far greater quantities
in urban areas, it does affect rural areas when transferred by air
currents. The effects are not obviously so severe, but pollution is
there, and this has been proved by the instrument operated by this
Authority and situated at the Waterworks in a rural area nearly
eight miles from Bilston.

PUBLIC CLEANSING

The work covered by this section is for the financial year
1st April 1952 to the 31st March 1953.

The public cleansing services have been maintained with
difficulty during this period and the collection of refuse on a weekly
basis has been a difficult problem.

The recruitment of labour is still one of the most severe problems
met with and there is no doubt that men do not look upon this work
as having any appeal,

In the old days it was looked upon as a job with security, and
the older employees in the department still prove to be the best type
that are employed.

Refuse Collection.

The transport used for the collection of refuse remained the
same as in previous years, until July 1952 when Street Cleansing was
transferred back to the Surveyor’s Department. It became necessary
then to reorganise, and in an endeavour to reduce cost on the service,
only three vehicles and gangs were in operation from that time
onwards in the collection of refuse. The new Shelvoke and Drewry
Fore and Aft tipping vehicle was received and put into service at this
time and there is no doubt that this type of vehicle does permit of a
fuller load of refuse being collected, which in turn means less journeys
to the tip for disposal,
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This type of vehicle is one in which the principles are sound,
in that the compacting of refuse in the body is carried out by tipping
arrangements and not by screws or other moving parts which rapidly
deteriorate in the presence of ash. The use of a horse and cart has
ceased and this vehicle was transferred with the street cleansing stafi.

The weight of refuse collected during the year has increased
and this is no doubt accounted for by the extra houses which have now
to be cleared of refuse week by week.

In addition there is, of course, the extra refuse which amounts
to a considerable tonnage which has to be collected from various
houses, and as reported in the last year’s Annual Report there are
many premises in the town from which more than one bin of refuse
has to be removed each week. The removal of this extra refuse adds
considerably to the cost of the work, as this means longer time in the
actual collection of refuse.

Trade Refuse.

For some years the income from the collection and disposal of
trade refuse has not been sufficient to cover the cost of the work
involved, principally due to increased cost of labour and materials
and it was therefore decided to increase the charges made for this
work. Collection costs were increased from one guinea per annum
per bin collected to £1 11s. 6d. and where intermittent bins of refuse
were collected the charge made for these was increased to a shilling
per bin emptied and the cost of collecting one load of refuse was
increased to £1 10s. 0d.

Similarly the cost for disposal was increased to 5/-d. per load
delivered to the tip.
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Street Cleansing.
In July 1952 this service was returned to the Surveyor's
Department together with gully cleansing and cesspool emptying.

Salvage.

The direction of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries to
collect kitchen waste has remained in force during the year.

The collection of waste paper of all descriptions has continued
and whilst there is a reduction in the amount collected, the total
income from this source shows a marked increase. This is due to the
increased price being paid by the Board Mills for this product, and
now the position has once again been reversed, in that stocks have
accumulated and prices have again fallen. Nevertheless, there is
still an urgent need for paper salvage, particularly by the Mills to
whom we supply our collected paper, as one of their main products
made from salvaged paper 1s wallboard which is so essential in the
construction of new houses. Similarly, the manufacture of cartons
is also a very important part of their work and it cannot be over
emphasised how important it is to see that food products are satis-
factorily packed in such containers in their passage from producer
to retailer.

The system of collection has remained as it was during the
previous year.

Details of the amounts collected and the income therefrom are
given in Table XIIL.

The system of kitchen waste collection as outlined in previous
reports has continued during the year and each new Council house
occupied has been supplied with a special container for the reception
and storage of kitchen waste until it is collected by the Local
Authority. There has been some difficulty, however, in deciding
that the material so stored, despite the fact that it is in a receptacle
provided by the Local Authority, does in fact belong to them and
cannot be disposed of to private individuals.

There has been a slight increase in the amount collected during
the year and here again the material once it is delivered by us to
Wolverhampton and passed through their processing plant, is without
doubt a very great aid in the feeding of pigs and poultry.

During the year a special drive for the collection of scrap metal
was held and this was an outstanding success. The Ministry of Supply
gave full support to this and through their organiser Mr. Lavender, a
great deal of the work was done by them. Leaflets were printed by
them and distributed by our own workpeople. His Worship the
Mayor made records appealing for public support to this project and
all this was done free of cost to the Local Authority.

A target of sixty tons was thought to be sufficient for Bilston
in view of our past efforts, but during the week 122 tons were in fact
collected. The work of collection was undertaken by the teams of
refuse collectors and their vehicles on stipulated nights during the
week, and as previously stated, the response by householders was
outstanding.
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TABLE XIV.

Refuse Collection and Disposal Costs.

House and Trade Refuse

CoLLECTION DisposaL ToraL
£ £ £
Gross Expenditure ... ... 13,460 1,499 14,959
Gross Income .. ... @ .. 173 47 220
Net Cost .. .| 13,287 1,452 14,739
Unit Costs. 5. d. 8 ad. 5. d.
Gross Expenditure per ton 22 2 2 5.5 24 75
Gross Income per ton ... 3.4 0.9 4.3
Net Cost per ton ... 21 10.6 2 46 24 3.2
£ 8 4 £ s d £ 8 d
Net Cost per 1,000 population 396 19 7 43 T 7 440 T 2
® 5. O L | £.8 . 4d
Net Cost per 1,000 premises
from which refuse is collected 1444 4 9 157 16 6 1602 1 3
Rate Poundage. s, d. 5. d. g ' d.
Net Cost equivalent rate
inthe £ ... R 1 8982 2.24 1 11.16
Percentage of above to total
rates in the £ ... 8.72% 0.93%, 9.65%,
Total Refuse Collected (tons) estimated on test weighings 12,172
Population—estimated ... .. .. 33,470
Number of houses and premises fram which refu:-;e is collected .. 9,200
Weight (cwts.) per 1,000 population per {la}f 19.9
Rateable Value—31st December, 1952 £152,545
Product of 1d. Rate £612
Total Rates in the £ . 20/-d.
Method of Collection :
Motor Vehicles (petrol) 4
Method of Dls%:ea.l
Controlled Tipping 1009,
Average length of travel tn pmnt of dlsp{:sal 2 miles
Number of employees (other than Clerical)
Collection [Disposal
Foreman ... ...
EERERRE s s o Ll e 26 2
Frequency of Collections Weekly
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