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TABLE VIIL
Birth-rates, Death-rates, and Analysis of Mortality.
England and Wales, County Boroughs, etc., Towns population
25,000 to 50,000 and Bilston,

| County Smaller
Boro's | Towns
and Population
England Great Towns| 25,000 @ BILSTON
and including to

" Wales London | 50,000

Rates per 1,000 Population

Births: e e
Live .. 151 15.0 | 15.4 20.3
TUL T ., 0.60 0.65 0.60 0.8
Deaths: -
Micuses.. . 5 2 (R 1 [ 11.0 14.76
Typhoid and j
Paratyphoid Fevers  0.00 0.00 | 0.0 0.00
Smallpox .. -] 0.00 000 | 000 | 0.00
Measles .. 0.00 0.00 | 0.00 0.00
Scarlet Fever .. 0.01 0.01 001 | 0.00
Whooping Cough ... 0.03 003 | 002 0.00
Diphtheria ... . 0.07 0.07 |  0.06 0.03

Influenza ... .. 0.1 ‘ 0.10 M £ [ I
|

Rates per 1,000 Live Births
Deaths under | year of | — —
B |- 53 57 51 79
Deaths from Diarrhoea
and Enteritis under
2 years of age

5.5 7.8 | 3.6 | 46

Rates per 1,000 F’npulatiﬁn

Notifications:

Smallpox ... . 0.00 000 | 000 | 0.0
Scarlet Fever .. | 2.4 4 RGBT e L

Diphtheria ik e e 185 | 18 | 194
Enteric Fever ok g | 0.03 0.04 | 0.00
Erysipelas ... | 0.40 0.46 0.39 0.31
Pneumonia — | 140 1.28 0.98 2.20

Rates per 1,000 Births

Puerperal Fever '| | ‘ |
Puerperal Pyrexia | | 1442 | 18.08 1251 | 6.3
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taminated, and the bacteriologist said:—“These organisms proved
to be Intermediate Type 1 of the Coliform group. This sample shows
bacteriological evidence of remote sewage pollution. It would seem
that contamination is occurring either in the reservoir or anywhere
in the source to the reservoir.” The other sample taken on the same
day from a tap in 69 Wellington Road, Bilston, proved to be sterile.

I, at this time, was at Portsmouth, attending the Royal Sanitary
Institute Congress as your delegate. The Congress opened on Monday,
11th July.

I understand that when these bacteriological reports were received
in my office, the Sanitary Inspector (Mr. F. Barnett) very rightly
informed the Borough Surveyor (Mr. A. F. B. Sidwick) of their import.
I also understand that the Water Committee, at their meeting on
Wednesday, 13th July, were made aware of the contents of these
bacteriological reports,

Samples of water were taken on the 13th July from the source
at the Bratch, Wombourne, from both the reservoirs at Goldthorn
Hill, Wolverhampton, and from a tap in a bungalow occupied by
Davies in Bull Meadow Lane. This tap is supplied directly from
the main taking the water from the source at the Bratch to the
reservoirs at Goldthorn Hill. The bacteriologist, when reporting on
these samples, notes that the specimens were not on ice when
received, implying the possibility that the readings given may be
fallacious for this reason. The results again showed some probability
of remote contamination as the organisms proved to be Intermediate
Type 1 of the Coliform group. The other samples were all reasonably
satisfactory.

More samples of water were taken on the 14th July from the
same places as those on the 13th July, with an extra one from a tap
in a cottage at Lloyd’s Hill, Penn Road. This place at Lloyd’s Hill
is also supplied directly from the main carrying the water from the
source to the reservoirs at Goldthorn Hill. The report on these
samples again showed that the old reservoir gave bacteriological
evidence of remote sewage pollution, and also that there was some
doubt as to the purity of the water from the tap in the Lloyd’s Hill

Cottage, Penn Road.

I must digress here to explain that the first time I knew that
there was any doubt as to the purity of the water supply was on the
night of the 13th July, when the Sanitary Inspector (Mr. F. Barnett)
telephoned to me at Southsea and told me about it. He said that he
did not think there was any urgency about my returning to Bilston,
but would mention the matter to the Vice-Chairman in the absence
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including those samples collected on the 19th, 2oth and 21st July
(the written reports of samples taken on the 2oth and z1st have not
vet been received by me, but the County Bacteriologist, Dr. J. Menton,
gave them to me by telephone today), into consideration with the
various features and structure and surroundings, particularly at the
gsource and where the reservoirs are situated. I am of the opinion
that the whole trouble has been in the old covered reservoir and caused
by surface water contamination.

The Borough Surveyor isolated the old covered reservoir from
the source of supply to the consumer on the 1gth July, and has
emptied and cleaned it since then.

My recommendations now are that:—

1. Proper ventilators well raised above the surrounding ground
level be provided for the old covered reservoir, and that every
precaution be taken to keep trespassers off the field where the
reservoirs are situated;

2. That immediate steps be taken to provide some means of chlori-
nation of the water from the source, purely as a precautionary
measure so that it can be brought into action at once in case an
emergency should arise.

The Borough Surveyor informed me today that some flaws exist
in the structure of the old covered reservoir. In view of this I advise
that after the repairs to that reservoir have been completed and the
provision of efficient ventilators that the reservoir be filled from the
source and still be cut off from the supply to the consumer for a month
to allow sedimentation on account of the risk of contamination due
to the work of repairs to the internal structure and fitting of efficient
ventilators.

These measures will, in my opinion, ensure the provision of a
safe water supply.

It is my duty to take samples of water at frequent intervals to
see that a pure water supply is maintained.

I would like to make it clear that my duties in connection with
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This case 1s a man who served in the late war who was inoculated
with T.A.B. against Typhoid Fever.

Rivers and Streams.

The streams in the area are regularly cleansed and are subject to
inspection by the Officers of the County Council and the Tame Basin
Joint Committee.

Drainage and Sewerage.

The greater part of the district is sewered, the only exception
being the outlying portions of Bradley and Ettingshall, for which
areas sewerage schemes are being prepared.

During the year work commenced on the sewering of the St.
Chad’s Housing Estate, including a new egg-shaped outfall sewer
to the Disposal Works, the total amount of the Contract being
£25,826 os. od.

In all cases where access to a sewer is possible, houses are properly
drained.

Sewage Disposal.

The system of disposal is chemical precipitation followed by
continuous filtration.

The Sewage Disposal Works situated at the Lunt, Bilston, were
first constructed in 19os to deal with a daily dry weather flow of

517,000 gallons.

The Works were extended and improved to treat a daily dry
weather flow of goo,000 gallons in 1924, when detritus tanks and two
storm tanks were provided.

An agreement was entered into with the Urban District Council
of Coseley in 1928 providing for the purification at the Lunt Works
of the Drainage from the northern area of Coseley comprising some
3,000 houses, and the necessary extensions of the Sewage Disposal
Works were completed in 1929, when two additional precipitation
tanks, four circular percolating filters and two humus tanks were
added, and the Works are now capable of dealing with a daily dry
weather flow of 1,379,000 gallons.
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Sanitary Inspection of the Area.

Details of all work under this heading are given in the report of
the Sanitary Inspector.

Smoke Abatement.

This is an industrial area. The Council have adopted the Bye-
laws under Section 2 of the Public Health (Smoke Abatement) Act,

1936.

Premises and Occupations which can be controlled by Bye-
laws and Regulations.

These are as follows:—

Common Lodging Houses 5 3
Cowsheds £ o 5 3
Milkshops o 7 % 25
Offensive Trades % iy 21
Slaughterhouses . . e s 14

Swimming Baths and Pools.

There are no swimming pools in the area. The swimming baths
are owned by the Corporation, but these baths have been in existence
for many years and are now obsolete. A scheme for the provision
of new baths is now under consideration. A site has been provided
for the erection of new baths and details in connection with their
erection are now under consideration.

Schools.

Particulars as to schools are given in the appended report of the
School Medical Officer.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

The numbers dealt with and other particulars are given in the
report of the Sanitary Inspector.
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TABLE XII.
Ward allocation of Infectious Diseases.

Town = High | MNew | Etting-
- Total | Hall . Town  Town | shall |Bradley
| i Ward | Ward i Ward | Ward | Ward
Small Pect . . - - - —_ | = —
Scarlet Fever ... 99 27 5 7 | 18 10
Diphtheria .. .. | 61 12 0 | 19 - 16
Puerperal Fever .. | — — — | = — —_—
Puerperal Pyrexia ... 4 1 1 1 i
Erysipelas ... ... : 1A I~ - 2 2 1
Dph:lla-lalrnia
Neonatorum ... 5 2 — 1 & —
Pulmonary '
Tuberculosis ... 34 7 R S | 5 -
Tuberculosis | | i
(other forms) ... 4 | 1 1 — 1
Pneumonia ... ... 70 13 & | 26 10 15
Malaria s i — - — i
Enteric Fever e — | — — — — —
Encephalitis - |
Lethargica ... — | = = | = = =
Dysentery 5 | — — 3 1 1
Cerebro Spinal Fevar 2 1 | — 1
Meningitis {f 2 -- - | 2 - ! -
' { T 1
Total et 296 68 | 28 | 106 43 50

TABLE XIILI.
Infectious Diseases. Cases admitted to Hospital and total Deaths.

Cases

Total admitted | Total
Cases to | Deaths.
notified. | Hospital. |
gl Pex:. . 20— - - ; —
Scarlet Fever il 99 71 —
Diphtheria __ 61 38 1
Enteric Fever {mclud-
ing Paratyphoid)__ — — —
Puerperal Fever _ — — -
Puerperal Pyrexia __ 4 2 —
Pneumonia .. 70 * . 30
Erysipelas . - 10 - -—
Ophthalmia
Neonatorum = 3 2 -
Encephalitis
Lethargica o B -— —_—
Dysentery .. 5 2 -
Cerebro-Spinal Fever | 2 2 —
Meningitis ... : 2 2 s

*This department has no knowledge of cases of Pneumonia removed to hospital.
Such cases are usually treated at the Royal Hospital, or the New Cross Infirmary,
Wolverhampton. Public assistance cases are taken to Wordsley Institution.
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Tuberculosis.

During the year 38 new cases (34 pulmonary and 4 non-pulmonary)
were notified. During the same period there were 27 deaths from
this disease (20 pulmonary and 7 non-pulmonary).

There 15 no evidence of excessive incidence or mortality from
Tuberculosis in any particular occupation in this area.

TABLE XIX,
MNew Cases Deaths
L ~ - Non—
Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary
Age Period M. F. M. E M. | F Mol R
0 and upwards .. -—- — 1 1 - — 1 1
I M 0 = —— —_— [ _— ——— — - —
5 T = S 1 1 —_— e = — —_—
15 " AL [ 1 1 — — 3 L —_— 1
25 P s o, 9 4 1 - 2 1 1 1
35 " s 1 — — 2 2 | — =
45 i R 1 — — — 2 2 —
SR = — | L Bl =] =
o e T | GRS s | )
1 JIEEiE s S
Totals .| 24 | 10 - O A R T | IR
| ' :

Table XIX shows the age of the new cases, also the ages at which
deaths occurred.

Dysentery.

Five cases were notified during the year. Two cases were treated
in hospital. There were no deaths.

No action has been necessary under the Public Health (Prevention
of Tuberculosis Regulations, 1925), or under Section 62 of the Public
Health Act, 1925, during 1938.

Vaccination.

The Registrar for the District, Mr. J. H. Tunley, has kindly
provided the following Vaccination Statistics for the last ten years:—
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Aim of Scheme.

Statistics show that in every 1oo deaths from Diphtheria, 8o
are of children under 10 years of age, most are under 6 years of age.
A scheme to be successful must aim at conferring immunity as early
as possible in life, so as to give protection to cover the most dangerous
period. Unless a considerable percentage of the population under
5 years is immunised, epidemics will not be affected to any extent.
It is, therefore, suggested that immunisation should take place as
soon as possible after the child’s first birthday.

It takes weeks, even months, before the full effect of the pro-
tection given by Immunisation is achieved. This shows that it is
a purely protective measure and not a form of treatment.

Immunisation Details.

Some people are naturally able to resist this disease, whereas
others are not. Practically all children under the age of 7 vears are
liable to take the disease, and so a preliminary test is unnecessary.

The Preliminary Test (Schick Test.)

This is a method adopted for ascertaining whether or not a
person is liable to contract Diphtheria. A very small quantity of
the substance used is injected into the skin of each forearm and the
re-action which results (these re-actions are quite harmless to the
patient) are read. These show whether a person is susceptible or
otherwise to Diphtheria.

After Immunisation, this test is very helpful in showing whether
or not the protection given has been successful,

Immunisation.

A person suffering from Diphtheria fights the toxin (or poison)
of the disease by producing an antibody (or anti-poison) in his blood.

It has been found that a simple injection of the necessary
substance will, in the average individual, raise the power of resistance
so that the disease will be prevented entirely or greatly modified.

This procedure must not be confused with vaccination or the
injection of serum in the treatment of Diphtheria,
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When this scheme had been adopted, the Medical Practitioners
and Head Teachers of the Schools in Bilston were advised and
readily co-operated.

Notices to Parents were distributed through the Maternity and
Child Welfare Centres, the Schools, and at the various meetings held
during the Health and Milk Week. During this latter week the Chairman
(Alderman W. M. Hughes, J.P.) of the Maternity and Child Welfare

Committee, delivered a special address on this subject.

The Notice to Parents was as follows:—

Borough of Bilston.

TO PARENTS.
SAVE YOUR CHILDREN FROM DIPHTHERIA.

Diphtheria is a very dangerous disease and is especially fatal
in young children.

Nearly 3,000 children die from diphtheria in England and Wales
every year, and many thousands more suffer from this distressing
disease; and even if the patient recovers, that person may become
an invalid for life with either kidney or heart trouble.

The majority of the cases of, and deaths from, diphtheria occur
in children between three and eight years of age.

Why run the risk of losing your child? There is now a safe and
reliable means of preventing diphtheria.

Some people are naturally able to resist this disease; others are
not. As practically all children under the age of seven years are liable
to take the disease, a preliminary test is unnecessary for them.

The treatment consists of two or three small injections into the
upper arm at suitable intervals. The injections are painless, rarely
cause even the slightest soreness, and leave no scar. The treatment
has no relation to vaccination, and vaccination will not prevent
diphtheria.
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Health and Milk Week. March 28th to Agril 2nd, 1938.

The National Milk Publicity Council very kindly co-operated in
holding an Exhibition and giving lectures, films and talks during this
week.

Mr. J. H. Hudson, B.5c.A., the Regional Organiser, was present
with some of his Staff. Below is his report and a programmme of the
events of the week: —

THE NATIONAL MILK PUBLICITY COUNCIL.
N.W. (2) Area.
BILSTON HEALTH AND MILK WEEK
March 28th—April 2nd, 1938.

At the invitation of the Bilston Borough Council, a Health and
Milk Week was organised as above. The Town Hall was reserved
for the occasion, and is admirably suited for such activities.

The preliminary arrangements included a special talk to the local
dairymen who promised their support, and which some of them
eventually gave.

The activities of the “Week” included:—
I. DLOGANS,
The slogan of the Ministry of Health “Use Your Health
Services”' was used and supported by two milk slogans—"Keep

Fit on Milk” and ““A Bottle of Milk is a Bottle of Health.” These
were displayed on large street banners in front of the Town Hall.

2. NEWSPAPER ANNOUNCEMENTS.

These were made in the Wolverhampton “Express and Star”
and the *‘Bilston Willenhall Times."”

3. POSTERs.
Over 100 announcement posters were displayed in shops
and on the dairy vehicles in the district. The dairy vehicles also
showed milk posters.
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10.

IT1.

I2.

13.

Cooking COMPETITIONS.

A separate Cooking Competition took place each day with,
on the whole, satisfactory results. Special hampers of goods
requiring milk to be used with them were given as prizes.

ScHooL Essays.

A silver pencil was given as a prize to each of the nine
schools for the best essay on the film “Food for Thought.”

FiLm DispLays.

Our own 16 mm. projector was used throughout the week,
and the children came to the Hall each morning in two separate
conducted parties, totalling nearly 2,000.

Films were also shown to mixed audiences each evening.

Dary VEHICLE COMPETITION.

The dairymen responded quite well in this competition.
There were 8 entries in the Motor Section and 3 in the Horse
Drawn Section. All of them showed great credit to the exhibitors.
His Worship the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor acted as judges,
and a great crowd looked on during the judging process. The
day was perfect and the whole parade showed off very well.
After the judging, the vehicles toured the town.

EveniNG GENERAL MEETINGS.

His Worship the Mayor, Alderman John T. Baker, ].P.,
kindly opened the “Week” on the first evening, and the Deputy
Mayor, Alderman Walter M. Hughes, ]J.P., officiated as Chairman
the second evening, with Alderman Herbert Beach, J.P., and
Councillor George H. Plant in the chair on other evenings.

These meetings consisted of a special speaker, and all of
them made reference to the value of milk as a food. The N.M.P.C.
Organiser was speaker at one evening meeting.

There were also displays of Physical Fitness by classes of
local girls and boys from the Senior Schools, as well as one display
by a ladies’ Keep-Fit Class, under the direction of Miss F. Cope.

All of these were greatly appreciated and attracted many
people to the meetings. The N.M.P.C. films were also shown
each evening.
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7.30 p.m.—General Meeting in the Town Hall. Display of
Health Films. Physical Training Display by Etheridge Senior Girls’
School. Lha:rman: The Deputy Mayor (Alderman Walter M. Hughes,
J.P.). Speaker: Mr. Patrick Playfair, F.R.C.S. Subject: “Ante and
Post-Natal Care.”

WEeDNESDAY, MARCH 30TH.
9.45—11.45 a.m.—Health Film Lecture to Senior Scholars.

3.0 p.m.—Cooking Demonstration by Miss H. M. Baker, in
Town Hall. Chairman: The Deputy Mayoress (Mrs. W. M. Hughes).
Refreshments provided.

7-30 p.m.—General Meeting in the Town Hall. Display of
Health Films. Dancing Display by Stonefield Senior Girls’ School.
Chairman: Alderman Herbert Beach, J.P. Speaker: Dr. J. Hammond.
Subject: “Psychology.”

THursDAY, MARCH 3IST.

9.45—11.45 a.m.—Health Film Lecture to Senior Scholars.

3.0 p.m.—Cooking Demonstration by Miss H. M. Baker, in
Town Hall. Chairman: Miss L. Green. Refreshments provided.

7.30 p.m.—General Meeting in the Town Hall. Display of
Health Films. Physical Training Display by the Keep-Fit Class
(under the direction of Miss F. Cope). Chairman: Councillor Geo. H.
Ii:fII?I?{L" Speaker: Mr. J. H. Hudson, B.Sc. Subject: “The Value of

ilk.

Fripay, ApPRIL 18T.

9.45—11.45 a.m.—Health Film Lecture to Senior Scholars.

3.0 p.m.—Cooking Demonstration by Miss H. M. Baker, in
Town Hall. Chairman: Mrs. W. S. Peach (Chairman of the Ladies’
Voluntary Committee). Refreshments provided.

7.30 p.m.—General Meeting in the Town Hall. Presentation of
Prizes by the Mayoress (Mrs. J. T. Baker). Chairman: His Worship
the Mayor (Alderman John T. Baker, J.P.). Display of Health Films.
Physical Training Display by Etheridge Senior Boys. Speaker: The
Deputy Mayor (Alderman Walter M. Hughes, ].P.). Subject:
“Immunisation Against Diphtheria.”
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JOINT HOUSING REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF
HEALTH AND HOUSING INSPECTOR FOR THE YEAR 1938.

Number of Houses.

The number of occupied houses at the end of 1938 was estimated
to be 7,606, of which 2,255 have been built by the Council. Approxi-
mately 7,266 of the houses are of a type suitable for occupation by
members of the working classes.

Erection of Houses.

The number of new houses built during 1938 was 316 (private
enterprise 148, by Council 168).

Houses Demolished.

The number of houses demolished during the year was 177.
At the close of 1938, 26 houses were void and waiting demolition.

Increase of Houses during 1938.

The total number of houses built was 316, and the number
demolished including void and waiting demolition was 203, giving
a net gain of 113 houses.

House Construction and Demolition.

Table Hi, page 59 (supplied by the Architect, Mr. W. G. Loft-

house), shows the progress in housing construction for the years 1919
to 1g38. Table H2, page 60, shows the net increase in houses for
the same period and also the estimated increase in the population.

The figures for the increase in the population do not agree with
those provided by the Registrar General. The figures given in the
last column are the increase of births over deaths for the years named.

Housing Accommodation.
The continued application for houses shows that there is still a
shortage of dwellings for the working classes. Many of the applications

are from persons who are at present living in houses which are without

53



proper amenities and the occupiers desire the advantages of the houses
erected by the Council which have lower rentals than some of those
occupied by the applicants.

It is difficult to estimate the number of houses required to meet
the demand due to the natural increase in the population. During
the last five years Go7 houses have been built by private enterprise,
but the rents of these are too high for the lower paid workers. The
Feau]t is that many of these houses are occupied by more than one
amily.

The number cf aprlications at the Housing Department at the
end of 1938 is 1,916. These applications extend over a period of
vears, and there is no doubt that many applicants have obtained other
accommodation and these figures do not give a true indication of the
demand.

The known number of families who are living under overcrowded
conditions (Housing Act Standard) is 409. There are many families
in which perzons of the opposite sex over ten years of age, are sleeping
in the same bedroom. These families are not overcrowded on the
standard laid down in the Housing Act, 1938, but they object to
using the living rooms for sleeping and desire houses with three
bedrooms. It is estimated that there are 350 houses (not overcrowded
on the Housing Act Standard), which have insufficient bedrooms
to allow for the separation of the sexes of persons over ten years of
age.

The estimated number of houses which are occupied by more than
one family is 450.

During the years 1930-1934, 446 houses were built by the Council;
274 of these were occupied by families from unfit houses. During
the years 1935 1938, 500 houses have been built by the Council, 454
of which were erected for families included in the slum clearance
schemes.

The total number of houses erected during 1930-1938 was 1,767,
728 of which have been occupied by families from unfit houses which
have since been demolished. Therefore, the number of houses erected
for this period to provide for the natural increase in the population
was 1,039.

Housing Inspection.

The total number of houses inspected during the year was 550;
107 inspected and recorded under the Housing Consolidated Regulations
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1935, 228 re-inspected in connection with Slum Clearance Enquiry
held in March and 215 inspected for minor defects.

The Housing Statistics required by the Ministry of Health are
given in Table Hj.

Housing Repairs.

During the year general repairs have been carried out at 239
houses, but there has not been any reconditioning of a practical nature,
The majority of the old properties in the area are worn out and cannot
be reconditioned in a proper manner. Efforts are made to obtain such
repairs as will remedy the worst defects until conditions will allow
for these houses to be demolished.

Standard of Housing.

The gradual demolition of old houses and the erection of new
dwellings 1s leading to a steady improvement in the houses throughout
the district. There are approximately 5,500 houses in good general
repair, 1,000 in a fair state of repair, and approximately 1,200 niuch
are unfit for habitation by reason of disrepair and sanitary defects.

At 6,162 houses the sanitary accommodation is private, but at
the remaining 1,444 houses it is used in common, i.e., by more than
one family for each convenience. At 5,978 houses the water supply
is private, but at the remaining 1,628 taps are used in common by
several houses. At 6,020 houses the washing accommodation is private
and at 5,149 of these houses it is attached to the dwelling, but at 1,586
houses the washing accommodation is used in common, ie., one
wash-house to more than one family. Baths are provided at ﬂppmxi—
mately 3,623 houses.

Summary.

Total houses = g s P

Houses in good general repair = a0 L iEagn

Houses in fair condition .. i X 1,160

Unfit houses e =" " e 1,138

Houses with private sanitary accommodation, . 6,162

Houses with sanitary accommodation used in
common 5 - 2 i 1,444
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A Ministry of Health Enquiry was held on 22nd February, 1938,
and the following Orders were confirmed by the Ministry of Health
on -the 23rd August, 1938:—

Bridge Street Number 2g Clearance Order.

Bridge Street and Stone Street Number 30 Clearance Order.
Bridge Street Number 31 Clearance Order.

Stone Street Number 32 Clearance Order.

Gozzard Street Number 33 Clearance Order.

Gozzard Street Number 34 Clearance Order.

Walsall Street Number 35 Clearance Order.

Caledonia Street Number 36 Clearance Order.

Prosser Street Number 37 Clearance Order.

Wolverhampton Street and Mill Street Number 38 Clearance Order.
Frost Street and New Street Number 39 Clearance Order.
Ward Street Number 40 Clearance Order.

Salop Street and Slater Street Number 41 Clearance Order.

Cross Street and Adam Street Number 42 Clearance Order.
Salop Street and Greenway Road Number 43 Clearance Order.
Coseley Road Number 44 Clearance Order.

Coseley Road Number 45 Clearance Order.

Wood Street Number 46 Clearance Order.

Wood Street Number 47 Clearance Order.

Summary of Slum Clearance Programme.

Houses in Programme e i T pa 1,753
Houses which have been made fit .. o i —
Houses which have been put out of use for human

habitation .. 2 Uk 4 s 2
Houses in respect of which Orders have been confirmed

or Demolition Orders issued .. % o 739
Houses in respect of which Orders have not been de-

clared or Demolition Orders issued e L 1,014
Houses from which families have been removed = 471

Houses in respect of which alternative accommodation
will be provided at St. Chad’s Estate and Millfields 268

Houses demolished s ot b 4 445
Houses void and waiting demolition b - 26
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TABLE Hr.
BOROUGH OF BILSTON.

Statement showing progress of House Construction from

January 1st, 1919, to December 31st, 1938,
| I
Bilston Council Housing By Private Enterprise.
Schemes R— Com-
| = T . bined
Assisted Schemes = Un- Assisted Un- | Yearly
assisted ‘-—--—--— -~———| assisted Totals
1919 | 1924 | 1930 1925 Total | 1919 | 1923 |
YEAR | Act | Act | Act | Act Act | Act ' Total
iapadegs ol — ‘ — A [ R R R R
190 7 | — | — | — | 4 1 | — o SR
1921 || 179 — - 179 — 3 3 | 182
2l | — | — B S = 8 | 10| 343
a6 | — | — | — |8 | — 2 6 B
1924 | — — — — — || — 15 3| 18 | 18
1925 | — 14 — - 14 | — 16 4 20 34
1926 | — [102 | — | — |102 | — 16 4 m | 1R
1927 | — | 297 = — 12T I — 18 7 26 303
1928 | — 80 — e 80 || — 19 7 26 106
1929 || — | 230 | — — 1230 || — o 58 | 288
1930 | — 12 | — | — 12 | — — | 47 47 59
1931 — | 84 — | = 84 — — | 33 33 117
1932 | — | 174 — — 174 — — 59 59 233
1933 | — | 176 - -— 176 -— — | 75 75 251
1934 — — — — — — — | 125 125 125
1935 | — - 86 6 92 - - - 116 116 208
1236 | — = | &6 & 77 | — — 95 95 167
1937 | — =1 168 - 168 || — - 123 123 291
1938 | — — | 122 46 | 168 — — 148 148 316
649 | 1169 442 | 58 | 3 | 140 | 869
Total Council Houses ... e EE_| Total Private Entpr. 11012
Combined Total ... (1330
Deduct. Houses demolished during same peried ... 920
Ditto closed and waiting demolition .. 26 946
Actual Nett increased Number of Dwel!ths = 2,384
Work in hand on January 1st, 1939.
Private enterprise bl X 149 houses
Council Schemes. Under construction 2
. i Layouts prepared 50,
543 »
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REPORT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTOR FOR THE YEAR
1938.

To THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS-OF THE BOROUGH
OF BiLsToN.

Gentlemen,

Herewith is presented the Report of the Sanitary Inspection of
the Borough for the year 1938, being my 26th Annual Report.

Routine Inspections.

The details of inspections made and routine work are given in
Table A. The total number of inspections of all kinds (excluding
houses disinfected or disinfested) was 5,770.

The total number of houses inspected was 550; 107 inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated Regulations 1925, 228
re-inspected in connection with the Slum Clearance Enquiry held
in March and 215 inspected for minor defects,

Complaints.

The total number of complaints received during the year was
1,786; 618 of these complaints were in connection with alleged
nuisances or sanitary defects and 1,168 related to choked drains and
water closets. All complaints were dealt with.

Notices.

The total number of notices issued was 1,015, 951 Informal
Notices and 64 Statutory Notices. Details of the Statutory Notices
are given below and particulars of the formal notices served under
the Housing Act are given in the Joint Housing Report.
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Sanitary Accommodation and Ash Accommeodation.

The estimated number of houses at the end of 1938 was 7,606.
Water closets are provided for 7,509 of these. The sanitary accom-
modation at the remaining g7 houses consists of privies. At 6,162
houses the sanitary accommodation is private, but at the remaining
1,444 houses the sanitary accommodation is used by two or more
families.

The total number of privies remaining in the Borough at the
end of 1938 was 120, g7 at dwelling houses and 23 at factories; 82
of the houses are scheduled for demolition and the remaining 15 houses
and factories are in positions which do not permit them to be drained
to a sewer.

The number of ashbins in the Borough is approximately 8,020,
and the number of ashpits 4.

The following table shows the sanitary accommodation and ash
accommodation in connection with houses in 1913 and at the end
of 1938:—

Water Closets Privies  Ashbins Ashpits

1913 = - 2,000 2,540 Qoo 1,870
1938 e e 7,600 120 8,020 4
Increase .. = 4,700 — 7,120 —

Decrease . . o - 2,420 — 1,804

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milk Shops.

There are three cowsheds in the area and 26 registered milkshops.
Twenty-two milksellers who do not reside in the district retail milk

in the Borough.

The number of visits made to cowsheds was 18, and to milkshops
6o. The premises are kept in compliance with the Acts and Regulations.
One of the cowsheds is old and must eventually be demolished.

Offensive Trades.

The number of premises registered as offensive trades is z1.
The number of visits made in 1938 was 64. The premises have been
kept in conformity with the Bye-laws.
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Canal Boats.

The canal has been visited on 42 occasions for the purpose of
boat inspection, but boats have not been met on any occasion.

Common Lodging Houses.

There are three common lodging houses in the area and these
have been visited on 43 occasions. One lodging house has been
demolished during the year and it is anticipated that the use of another
one will be discontinued during the coming year. The lodging houses
are now used largely as permanent residences. The lodging house
keepers comply with the Bye-laws and endeavour to keep the premises
in a proper manner, but the buildings are old and worn out.

There are several houses in the district which are now let in
lodgings to more than one family. This is due to the scarcity of houses
and these conditions cannot be dealt with until further housing
accommodation is provided.

Caravans.

A great deal of trouble has been experienced in connection with
caravans. During the past year, 184 visits have been made and g7
caravans have been removed. These caravans draw on to unenclosed
land which is without proper sanitary amenities, and are a source of
considerable nuisance. In several parts of the district there are also
caravans in enclosed vards. Sanitary accommodation and other
amenities are provided in these cases, but their removal is desirable.
These conditions are again largely due to the housing shortage.

Infectious Disease and Disinfection.

Enquiries have been made in connection with 168 cases of infectious
disease and 178 houses were disinfected.

Shops Acts, 1912-1934.

During the year 1o1 visits have been made in connection with
the Shops Acts. These have been chiefly in connection with Sunday
trading and closing hours. It has not been possible to do anything
in connection with the working hours, meal intervals and general
arrangements for the health and comfort of the shop worker.
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In my reports for the years 1936 and 1937 it was pointed out
that the present staff was insufficient to deal with the duties required
by the Shops Act of 1934.

Factory and Workshops Act and Factory Act, 1937.

During the year 3o visits have been paid to workshops and 26
to bakehouses. The Factory Act of 1937 came into force on 1st July,
This Act adds many duties to the work of the Health Department, but
owing to the shortage of staff and other duties work under this Act
has not been commenced.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

The number of houses found to be infested with bed bugs during
the year was 54, Council houses 42 and other houses 12. All these
houses were disinfested.

The number of families moved from unfit houses to Council
houses during the year was 133. In each case the furniture and
effects of the houses were dealt with in the grounds at the Isolation
Hospital. All bedding was passed through the Steam Disinfector
and the contents of the vans treated with hydrogen cyanide.

Cleanliness of Tenants.

The Ministry of Health require particulars as to the measures
of supervision or education of tenants which are taken to prevent
infestation or re-infestation. It has not been possible to undertake
any work in this direction.

There is need for the supervision of tenants in Council houses
and also to some extent in other houses. It i1s regrettable that so many
occupiers fail to keep the premises in a proper condition and neglect
to exercise proper care in connection with sanitary conveniences and
drains.

During the year the men in your employ have removed obstructions
from 1,113 drains and 2,383 water closets. Houses owned by the
Curpuratmn gi4 water closets and 472 drains; houses owned by
private owners, 1,46¢g water closets and 641 drains.
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Removal of House Refuse and Trade Refuse.

The following particulars are for the twelve months, 1st April,
1938, to 31st March, 1939:—

Collection.

Approximately 809, of the refuse is collected by motor vehicles
and 20%, by horse-drawn vehicles. The number of loads of house
and trade refuse collected was 9,031, 5,925 motor loads and 3,106
cart loads,

The estimated weight of dry refuse collected was 10,255 tons,
and refuse from privies and cesspools 361 tons. The majority of
cesspools are now emptied by a mechanical emptier under the control
of the Borough Surveyor.

The average weight of house refuse collected daily (365 days to
the year) was 29.1 tons. The average weight per house for the year
was 1.35 tons and for each person 6.7 cwts,

Disposal.

All dry refuse and trade refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping
on land at the Lunt, owned by the Corporation. The total amount of
refuse disposed of during the year was 13,624 loads; 8,458 loads
deposited by the Cleansing Department and 4,716 loads brought by
traders. All refuse from privies and cesspools i1s discharged directly
into the main sewer at the sewage works.

Costs.

The total expenditure for the year 1st April, 1938, to 31st March,
1939, was [£5,654. The income for the year amounted to [33s,
giving a total net cost of £5,319. The cost per thousand houses was
£681 1s. od. (collection £555 8s. 10d., disposal f125 128. 2d.). The
cost per thousand of the population was [i16g 4s. 8d. (collection

£138 os. 5d., disposal [31 4s. 3d.).
Details are given in Table C.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,
FRED BARNETT.
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TABLE I11.—Return of all Exceptional Children in the Area.

BLIND CHILDREN,

At Certified At At 1

Schools ‘ Public At | no School |

for the Elementary Other or '
Blind l Schools. Institutions. | Institution. | Total.

=, f iE ! = | e E i

PARTIALLY BLIND CHILDREN,

At | At |
At Certified Public At At
Certified Schools for | Element- Other no School
Schools for | the Partially | ary Insti- or

the Blind Blind Schools tutions Institution | Total

DEAF CHILDREN.

At Certified At | At
Schools | Public i At . no School
for the Elementary other or
Deaf . Schecls | Institutions Institution Total

2 . - ~ | = 2

EARTIALLY DEAF CHILDREN.
I

t At
At Certified Public | At ; At
Certified Schools for | Element- | Other no School
Schools for | the Partially ary . Insti- ' or
the Deaf Deaf Schools | tuticns | Institution Total

MENTALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN.
Feeble-minded Children.

At Certified !

Schools for At : ‘ At |
Mentally Public i At | no School |
Defective | Elementary other or
Children Schools | Institutions | Institution | Total

1 7 | - 4 I 12
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