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The Secretary,
Ministry of Health,
Whitehall,

London, S.W.l.
Sair, .

I regret that owing to & misunderstanding
you were sent six copies of my Annuel Report for 1937
which hed errors of omission on pages 24 to 27 inclusive.

] am now sending you six corrected copies.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

{Sgd') B.C. Haller.
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JOINT HOUSING REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF
HEALTH AND HOUSING INSPECTOR FOR THE YEAR 1937.

Number of Houses.

The number of occupied houses at the end of 1937 was 7,493,
of which 2,087 or approximately 28°%, have been built and are owned
by the Council. Approximately 6,950 of the houses are of a type
suitable for occupation by members of the working classes.

Shortage of Houses.

There is still an acute shortage of houses. Private enterprise is
not meeting the demand, especially for the needs of the lower paid
workers.

The number of applications for houses at the Housing Department
at the end of 1937 was 1,896. Many of these applications were made
a long time ago and some of the applicants may have obtained other
accommodation. We have no means of ascertaining the number of
these cases; but if it is estimated that 259, can be removed from the
register of applicants, it still leaves 1,427 families who desire other
accommodation.

There is a constant demand for houses for newly married people
and from young persons who desire to get married. These demands
are not being met, young married people are compelled to live in
rooms, often under unsatisfactory conditions, or to live at the homes
of parents. The applications from persons who desire to get married
and from persons living in apartments are approximately 660.

The 332 houses built by the Council during the years 1935, 1936
and 1937, provided accommodation only for families removed from
unfit houses, and therefore have not assisted in meeting the demand.
The majority of the 446 houses built by the Council for the years
1930-1935 were also used for re-housing families from unfit dwellings.

Erection of Houses.

The number of new houses built during 1937 was 2gr1:—Erected
by private enterprise, 123; erected by the Council, 168,
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from the nuisance caused by caravans visiting the district. In some
cases these caravans draw on to unenclosed land without the permission
from the owners, but in other cases the owners give permission to
the occupiers of the caravans to come on to the land and charge them
a weekly rental of 26 to 3f- per week.

In those cases where the land is without proper sanitary ammenities,
action is taken under the Public Health Act. During the year court
proceedings were taken against three owners and twelve occupiers
of caravans to abate the nuisance and Justices’ Orders were obtained
in each case.

The total number of caravans removed from the district during
1937 was 131.

Infectious Disease and Disinfection.

Enquiries were made in connection with 86 cases of infectious
disease and 62 houses were disinfected.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

The number of houses found to be infested with bed bugs was
24; Council houses 11, other houses 13. All these houses were disinfested.

Methods employed for treating infested houses.

Where Council houses are found to be infested, the skirting
boards and picture rails are removed and the rooms are then sprayed
with an insectide and fumigated with Sulphur Dioxide. Houses other
than Council are not dealt with by the Corporation unless the owners
make a request for this work to be done. The treatment carried out
is similar to that for Council houses and a charge is made to the
OWNers.

Methods employed for ensuring that belongings of tenants are
free from vermin for removal to Council houses, furniture and effects
are moved by the Council employees in special vans to a disinfesting
station in the grounds of the Isolation Hospital. All bedding is
removed and passed through a Steam Disinfector. The vans are then
sealed and the contents treated with Hydrogen Cyanide. The work
of disinfestation is carried out by the Local Authority.

63


















































































































