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Health Department,
Council Offices,
Haverton Hill,
Billingham.
July, 1956.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
for the year, 1955.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me much pleasure to present my 14th Annual
Report, that is for the year, 1955.

This year has been outstanding for the rate of develop-
ment of the new town north of the station, and the rapidity
with which newly married couples, who reside in the district,
can obtain new houses in pleasant surroundings. They rarely
have to wait more than one and a half years. From a health
standpoint these houses could scarcely be bettered unless and
until the area becomes a smokeless zone for domestic fires.
The new town i1s wisely sited where it is practically free of
the smoke pollution which prevails over the big Tees-side
industrial and railway area. Indeed it is surprising that so
many people come into Billingham to work and still reside
outside the boundaries. Here living is cheap and the surround-
ings pleasant.

Although the population has increased only slightly the
birth rate rose to 24.8 per 1,000 population, which is higher
than the post-war peak vear of 1947. In 1955 there were 637
births, almost 100 more than 1947 with 538 births. The average
annual births for the years between 1946 and 1956 were
about 500,

There was a slight rise in the death rate and a welcome
fall in the infantile mortality rate.

About 50 per cent. of all expectant mothers attended the
ante-natal clinics and 47 per cent. of the infants born were
brought to the child welfare centre for advice.

There was no serious epidemic during the year and, al-
though there were 443 cases of measles these were mostly
not severe. After the fine summer there was a wave of colds
and respiratory infections during the autumn, but there was
little serious illness and the health of the town remained
reasonably good. As usual during the winter months sickness
benefit claims were double those of the summer months.
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There were 637 babies born, 99 more than the previous
peak year of 1947, when there were 538 births.

The birth rate of 24.8 per 1,000 population i1s 4.6 higher
than last year. The death rate of 9.07 per 1,000, is also higher
than last year by .77. The majority of the deaths were in
people 55 years of age and over, as shown below :—

Male
Under 1 year 10
1- 4 years 2
5-14 —-
15-24 3
25-34 —
35-44 7
45-54 13
55-64 38
65 and over 36
129

Female

Total

20
4

1

6

1
12
26
61
102

———

233

During the year there were 637 live births and 11 still
births. The ante-natal clinics were attended by 334 mothers,
or 51.5%,, while 302 babies were brought to the infant welfare
centres. In addition 515 children aged 1 to 5 years attended.

The number of persons on the register at all clinics was
1,426, compiled as follows :—

Billingham Ante-natal Clinic
Haverton Hill Ante-natal Clinic
Billingham Infant Welfare Clinic

Haverton Hill Infant Welfare CllmEL

269
65
203
99

Billingham Child Welfare Clinic (children'lfa years} 367
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The causes of death could be classified as:—

Prematurity 7
Respiratory 5
Congenital 5
Birth Injury 1
Accidental 2
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The following tables show the infantile deaths in the
various wards (a) Wards at the end of 1954 and (b) New
distribution of Wards.

A. Old.

Ward Deaths Births |[I.M. Rate
Wolviston 6 226 26.5
St. Cuthberts 2 147 13.6
Chiltons 4 71 56.3
Haverton Hill North 5] 136 44.1
Haverton Hill South 1 35 28.6
Port Clarence 1 20 50
Cowpen Bewley — 2 -
Total: 20 637 314

B. New.

Ward Deaths Births |I.M. Rate
Wolviston 5 157 31.8
St. Cuthberts e 42 e
Chiltons 4 50 80
Haverton Hill 5 130 38.5
Roseberry 2 67 29.8
Cowpen 2 47 42.5
Grange 1 08 10.2
Clarence 1 46 21.7
Total: 20 637 314

Owing to the redistribution of ward boundaries compari-
son with previous years is not possible,

Still Births
There were 11 still births in the area, 4 males and 7 fe-

males, three of which occurred at home, They were located
in the following wards:—


















A third or boosting injection had been

given to 5,139

children by the end of the year which equals 85.4%, of the
total of 6,018 who were due for the dose, or .8 less than last

year.

In addition 3,390 children out of a total of 4,487 who were,
or shortly would be due to receive a fourth injection, had
received it. This is equal to 75.9%,, practically the same as in

1954.

The following table shows the number of injections
carried out during the year, and the places were they were

given ;—

I1st | 2nd | 3rd | 4th | 5th | Total

CW.C. & Nurseries| 38 37 62 36 3 176

Homes 205 184 | 299 64 21 754

Surgeries 283 | 275 58 41 28 | 685

Schools 6 — 43 | 270 | 175 | 499

Total: 532 | 496 | 467 | 411 | 208 | 2114
Vaccination

During the year 184 vaccinations and 31 re-vaccinations
against smallpox were carried out by the general practition-

ers in the area. Details are as follows:—

Age Vaccination |[Re-Vaccination
Under 1 156 —
1 1 —
2- 4 4 1
5-14 4 2
15 - over 19 28
Total: 184 31



















A check sample was submitted for full analysis which
indicated the water to be of good and wholesome quality. In
the sample submitted, temporary hardness was 1.24 and
permanent hardness 5.36 a total of 6.60 degrees in parts per

100,000.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE

With the exception of sewage from the new estates
north of Billingham Station, and Wolviston, which receives
partial treatment before discharging into Greatham Creek,
all sewage is discharged untreated into the tidal reaches of
the River Tees, A scheme for Cowpen Bewley village which
included using the old sewers connected to a pumping station
to lift sewage into the high level sewer and then discharge
into the Greatham Creek Disposal Works has not yet been
carried out, as many of the properties in the village are in
the process of changing ownership. It is to be hoped that
the scheme will be completed at an early date to allow these
few remaining privy middens io be converted to the water
carriage system.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION

The number and type of conveniences a2ttached to private
houses and shops is given below :—

Privies 33
Water Closets ... ot VR

The conversion of privy middens at Cowpen Bewley
village depends on the sewage disposal problem referred to
in the previous paragraph being settled,

PUBLIC CLEANSING

Detailed reports on refuse collection and disposal and the
salvage of waste materials are attached to this report.

BAKEHOUSES

There is no change with regard to bakehouses. There
are five small establishments which have been inspected at
intervals and found to be satisfactory.

SHOPS

With three exceptions all the shops on the new town
centre are now occupied. The number and type of shops is
given in the following table :—
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Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned in whole or
in part

Cattle
cxX=
cluding
COWS

Cows

Calves

Sheep
and
lambs

Pigs

Number killed (if
known)

300

38

1169

120

Number inspected

g

38

1169

120

All diseases except
Tuberculosizs and
Cysticerci

Whole carcases
condemned

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with disease
other than tuber-
culosis and cysticera

18

6.0

0.4

1.6

Tuberculosis only:

Whaole carcases
condemned.

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with tubercu-
losis

12

4.0

Cysticercosis

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned

Carcases submitted to
treatment by
refrigeration

Generalised and
totally condemned
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SWIMMING BATHS AND POOL

The Council owned public baths provide facilities for
swimming, slipper, brine and foam baths and attendance fig-
ures indicate the use made of these facilities. As the summer
was a particular good one the swimming pool was in great
demand and the purity of the water was checked on a number
of occasions by samples from the pool and direct from the
filteration plant. Results indicated that the water was of a
high bacteriological purity.

1954 1955
(General Public 60,081 70,710
Use of Slipper Baths 1,685 1,838
Brine Baths ... 93 112
Private Sessions ... 1971 2,015
Foam Baths ... 37 10

SMOKE ABATEMENT

Considerable publicity has been given to this matter, and
as promised, the Government brought in a * Clean Air” Bill
to give effect to the recommendations of what is known as
the *“ Beaver Report.” When the Act is in operation local
authorities will have more power than they previously have
had to deal with this problem, The Tees-side Smoke Abate-
ment Committee has continued to function and four meetings
a year are held in various centres covering the administrative
area of the Committee. Much information is being collected
regarding air pollution on Tees-side by 50 standard deposit
gauges and 11 lead peroxide instruments, and this informa-
tion, made available to local Members of Parliament, proved
most useful during discussions on the “Clean Air” Bill. In
your own area the usual careful attention has been given to
the problem and the chief point of interest has been the
concern expressed regarding Chiltons Lane area. Instruc-
tions have been given for inquiries to be made regarding this
problem with a view to ascertaining if the chief source of
pollution can be detected. With regard to the Belasis Lane
area, which is the one most seriously affected by the dust,
grit and fumes nuisance, there 1s litile to add to previous
reports, except to say that the nuisance remains at the same
high level. The Public Health Committee continues to give
the whole problem their earnest attention and results from
eleven standard deposit gauges and six lead peroxide instru-
ments are considered monthly. Data obtained since 1947 by
standard deposit gauges and lead peroxide instruments is
shown classified into industrial, semi-industrial and residen-
tial areas. These figures show the high rate of pollution in
the industrial area compared with the residential area.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Routine enquiries have been made into cases of infectious
disease and houses were disinfected after the removal of the
patient to hospital. A number of library books from infected
houses were cﬁsinfacted before return for circulation. Disin-
fectant is supplied free on application at various premises
in the area,

VERMINOUS PREMISES

There were 42 complaints of verminous premises con-
cerning 34 council houses and 8 private houses. These com-
plaints were of a minor character and the only item of interest
related to complaints on the new housing estates of infesta-
tions by clover mite.

Specimens of the mite were sent to an entomologist for
identification and advice regarding treatment, and it appears
that there is no known remedy as the usual modern insecti-
cides are not effective. However, experiments are being made
with a new chemical which is giving encouraging results,

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

An arrangement made with a neighbouring authority for
the joint services of a rodent operator is most ‘i'ltiﬂfﬁ.ctnr}r
Cump]amts as received arc investigated and appropriate
action taken. Sewers are treated at suitable intervals,

The following is a summary of action taken. Compared
with the previous year it will be seen that work carried out
has remained about the same, which indicates that there is
a continuing need for this service,

1954 1955
Premises visited 192 203
Inspections made 213 209
Treatment visits 158 213
Premises treated ! 53 43
Major infestations found (rats) 1 —
Minor infestations found (rats) ... 49 36
Serious infestations found (mice) ... 2 2
Sewer treatments 2 2
Manholes prebaited ... 315 279
Manholes poison takes 18 15
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NUMBER AND WEIGHT OF LOADS REMOVED AND

MILES PER LOAD

AND FUEL CONSUMPTION

Weight Miles Miles
Vehicle | No. of per Total Mile- Fuel per per
Loads | Load | Weight | age _Gallon | Load
Salvage T. C. | TONS GALLS
229
(212)
No. 1 494 4 0 1976 4659 220 368 04
(55) |(4 0) ]| (220) (475) (105) | (4.5) (8.6)
No. 4 430 1 0 430 4395 700 6.3 10.2
(368) (2 0) | (736) | (2928) (5343) (54) (7.9)
No. 5 543 1 0 543 5316 799 .6 9.8
(640) (2 0) | (1280) (3953) (798) (4.9} (6.2)
No. 6 536 it [ 1608 4682 1240 3.8 8.7
(527) [(3 0) | (1581) | (4453) | (1284) | (3.5) (8.45)
No. 7 612 ;A 1836 5563 1200 4 6 Q.0
(601) | (3 0) | (1803) | (4311) | (113D (3.8) (7.1)
2615 6622 24615 4759
(2616) (6257) [(18967) (4585)

It will be seen that total mileage has increased some 30%
over the previous year, which is due to extension of new
housing estates and the longer haul to the Wolviston tip,
which has been in use almost 12 months,

REFUSE AND SALVAGE COLLECTION

It 1s generally recognised that a once weekly collection

of house and shop refuse i1s essenfial, and I am pleased to
say that this has been maintained, including holiday periods,
which is alwavs a difficult time. The scheme for removal of
shop refuse has continued to function smoothly. The number
of loads of refuse removed is the same as last vear, but this
is probably accounted for by the fact that a new large capac-
ity vehicle has been in operation throughout the vear.

REFUSE DISPOSAL

The Sandy Lane tip was completed in May, 1955 and the
recently acquired disused sand and gravel quarry at Wolviston
was brought into use. This site 1s an excellent one and as
tipping is proceeding from the bottom of the quarry, there is
only one exposed face at any time, so that the question of
control presents no problem.
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APPENDIX 1
PUBLIC CLEANSING COSTING RETURN.

Item Particulars Coll'tion | Disposal | Totals ",age
1 z 3 4 5
£ £ £
REVENUE ACCOUNT.
1 GROSS EXPENDITURE :
(i) Labour 7,950 1,853 9,803 61
Eu) Transport 4,943 663 5,606 35
ii1) Plant, eqmpment Jand and bulld!llj{‘\ 117 304 621 4
(iv) Other items : ; = — o i
(v) Total gross expendtture 13,010 3020 16,030 100
2 GROSS INCOME 5 173 2,102 2,275
3 NET COST | R e
4 Capital expenditure met from revenue (included above) i Nil Nil E
Sad: s. . 5. d.
UNIT COSTS,
3 Gross cost per ton, labour only ... 24 0 50 29 7
6 Gross cost per ton, transport only 14 11 20 16 11
7 Net cost (all expendlture) per ton 38 9 29 41 6
£ £ £
8 Net cost per 1,000 population 500 36 536
9 Net cost per 1,000 premises 1,595 114 1,700
OPERATIONAL STATISTICS
10 Area (statute acres)—land and inland water 10,068 acres
11 Population at 30th June, 1955 g 23,670 persons.
12 Total refuse collected (tons) Estimated 6,622 tons
13 Weight (ewts.) per 1,000 population per day 14.1 cwts
14 Number of premises irom which refuse is collected : 8,050 premises.
15 Premises from which collections are made at least once \\e(k]\ 1009 of total.
16 Average haul, single journey to final disposal point (including nil miles I)\ scwmh.\ 3
transport) . 21 miles.
17 Kerbside collection n:xpn.bn.d as estimated pucenta;_i. of total collection .. Nil.
18 Total refuse disposed of (of which nil tons were disposed of for other local
authorities) 3 6,622 tons.
19 Method of disposal :
Controlled tipping .. 100%. :
20 Salvage. Analysis of income and tonnage Income  Tonnage
(included i Collected
Item 2)
Salvage : £ tons
(a; Raw Kitchen Waste == =
(b) Scrap Metal R 2
(c) Waste Paper 1940 224
(d) Other Salvage 58 3
2036 229
21 Trade Refuse : 153 77







APPENDIX II—SALVAGE OF WASTE MATERIALS.
For the year ended the 31st March, 1956.

EXPENDITURE INCOME
1954/55 1955/56 1954/55 1955/56
£ s. d. i 5. Cl 11 C LB £ -
“I’\T?te 1PFPE" e orE SN CR T B £ sd
ixed Paper 135 5 1 — LO57 11 1 |1 5
“\'ﬁ?g;;f-ﬁ%:lﬁw i‘_ibreboard AU — — 401 17 0 2('2 g gE lgéi g 1([))
S, oot o oL 0
pay, sick pay, Bt = % = lf lf gl Ei20 e S
superannuation —_—
and insurance 1,036 18 10 1,187 2 2
Payment to Con-
tractor for collect-
{%n of Kitchen :
aste 0 0 — = = 7 =
Bonus 381 12 10 51119 5 Qi L6 28 | myTos | nenie 9
Kitchen Waste 311 — — 13 15 1 e T e
1425 11 8§ 1699 1 7
Textiles, etc. 217 — = 59 17 0 2l A= 57 14 0
Wur!;,hg E_?I'.PE:I'IIEI: Sale of Baler —_——_—— = 20 0 0 e _——
Baling Wire 24 2 6 5414 6
Hut, etc. 913 10 16 8 11
Clothing Wl 317 9 217 — — 7917 0 21 2— 5714 0
36 17 11 75 1 2 |INon-ferrous Metals - 9 — 14 18 5 0 5
: = m
Scrap Meial... 3 8 2= 5 210 A e %g ? g
Total Expended 1462 9 7 1,774 2 9
Balance—
Profit 130 13 0 261 15 8
itgs 20 [Mzossas Sl . 52— =14 |hiz98 2 7 [2Ze 1al s 1R | Z08E0E )

_ The above is a statement of expenditure and.income for the collection of waste materials for the year ended 3lst March,
1956, with the previous years figures given for comparison.

Income has increased considerably solely due to the increase in waste paper collections, and the price of the paper has also
been increased. Textiles and metals bring in small amounts. With a larger income profits have exactly doubled and the men have

also benefitted by increased bonus.

A. H. RUSHWORTH,

Senior Sanitary Inspector.













