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BILLESDON RURAL DISTRICT CCUNCIL,

ANNUAL REPORT

cf the

MEDICAL, OFYICER OF HEALTH,
For the Year 1925,

¥r. Chairman and Gentlemen,

In agcordance with the requirements of the Hinistry of
Health this Report is more comprehensive than has heretofore
been customary, for it ineludes particulars of Publiec Health
improvements which have been effected during the past five
¥ears. It also includes mortality and siclness statistics
for that period,

Az this is but one of fifteen Heports which I an sub-
mitting to as many Authorities its sizZe and scope are neces-
parily more curtailed than would he the case were I merely
acting for & single District.

The subjects dealt with are systermatized under the fol-
lowring six headings:-

Natural and Social Conditions of the Area,
General Provision of Health Servrices in the Area.
Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

Housing,

Inspection and Supervwision of FTood,

Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious Diseases.

1, NATURAL, AND 3CCIAL CONDITICHS OF THE ARDA,

R N N S SN R ORI - B 1
Population Censua, 1921, ....veeessenasa 7,283
" Betimated, 1925 ....uucueeaaa 8,523
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Phygical Features & General Character of the .irez,

The District which extends from the City of leicester to
the TMastern boundary of the County covering an area of 82 8q.
miles, congsista chiefly of undulating srass land,. The geolog-
ieal formation is largely Lower Lias and Linmestone nassing te
iiddle and Unper Liss towards the North East, It ia drained
towards the est by affluents of the river Soar and to the East
by tributaries of the Welland. It is essentially agrarian,

and with some of the finest grazing land in England,

Number of families or separate occupiers (1921) 1,692
Ra'tmble ‘Falun @ & & & B & B B B B B 8 & @& & 4 & = 8 W E 8 & 6 B 8 B B =@ BB 105’?54
Anmepaablie " [for R, D, 8. }..iceeeancassenses B2,180

Bum represented by a penny rate. . ... .chiicenanns £ 259

Bocial Conditions,

There are 126 registered Dairymen and Milksellers.

There are no factories and noc workshops bveveond those which
are common to all Rural Districta, ¢f 3B Parishes in the Dis-
trict only seven possesa populations of ever 300 and nearly
half are under 100, Save in the parishes adjoining Leicester
which are largely residential in character, and which have rapid-
ly developed during the lustrum the population has beer declin-

ing for many years,

Vital Statisti
Births, legitimate. M. 84, F. 69. Total - 153

" illegitimate * _6 a4 " 6
Total:- gC 69 159
LT T e R R s [ .

. LA L I o O T [
" " for England & Wales (1925).. 18.3

Deaths - M, 38, 7F. 48, Total = 86.

DEE‘t‘h Rﬂ-te @ & B & B B R OEFOF R FREREEERE RS lc-{}
% = {lgzl = 1?E$}-tilll+lii++lll lﬂij
» " for Ensland & Wales (1925)... 12,2
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Yital Statistics ICuntinuedl.

Deaths of Infants under one year of age....... 11 {all
legitimate)

Infant Mortality Rate per 1000 Births ........ &9
" " & 1991 = 1935) . .eseses 53
" " " for Bng. & Wales (1925).. 75

For the period of five years 3.5 per cent of the births
were illegitimate,
During 192% the only death from any of the principal

Zymotic Diseases was one from Diarrhoea.

Causes of Death in 1935,

Ciwviliana only.

Causea of Death Hales. TFemales
Al 1 c&g&ﬂ dd PR EE R EEE SN E R LB ﬂ
Tubercuiceis of resairatory syvstem..... - 2

Other tuberculous diBeasEB. ...coevisens - -

Cancer, malignant, disease.......o0eur-s 4 11
B . i o o i - 1
Cerebral haemorrhage, elc...c.usccasase 1 -
T e e R 7 i
BERerIn Beleronis ... ccesisissnsnnnas - 1 -
Bronchitis ......... s R RN 2 4
Pneumonia (dll fOorms) ....vceveveononoes . 2 1
Diarrhoea ete, (under 2 ¥yr8.)...cvrenen 1 -
CABYhonis ol the Liver .....cceosesesss 1 -
Aoute and chronie Nephritis.......... g 1 1
Buerperal Sepeia oo lsls il e - -
Cther accidents and diseases of preg- )

nancy and parturition. ) = 2
Congenital debility & malformation....) 4 4

premature birth, |
IR T T e R P L T ST PP 4 1
Cther deaths from violence.......covaes - - 1
Cther defined disecses........cocuuve- o i 9
Causes ill-defined or unknown.......... - -






II. GENERAL PROVISICN CF HRALTH SERVICES IN TR ARTA,

Hogspitals provided or subsidized by the Local duthority

or County Council:-

Tuberculosis, Maternity & Children's Hospital accommocdation

are controlled by the County Council and the matier is dealt

with comprehensively in the County Report,

Fever.

There are eight Isoclation Hospitals with a total of 85
beds, controlled by the Leicestershire Isolation Hospitals!
Committee. Patients are sent t0 such hospitals as have beds
available for the digease from which thev are suffering. one

of the hespitals are in this District.

Snall Pox.
There are two hospifals provided for the County as a

whole,

Ambulance Macilities.

(a) For Infectious Cases - Motor ambulances are provided

in eonnection with the Isolation Hoaspitals,

{b) Por Non-infectious Cases & Accident, Hone under the

Digtrict Council, The Leicester Royal Infirmary and
other woluntary Creanizations provide the necessary

facilities,

Clinics and Treatment Centres. All under the County Council.

Public Health Cfficers of the Local aAuthority:
The Hedical Cfficer of Health acte for this and fourteen

other Distriets in four counties. The Combined Districts
cover 500 square miles and have a population of about 12C,CUO.
Ho office or clerical staff is provided.

The Sanitary Inspector, who is alse Sanitary Surveyor for
the District, devotes the whole of his time to his official
duties.
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Professional Nursing in the Home,

The County Council's Health Visitors visit cases in this
District. There are District Nurses at Billesdon, Tvington

and Great Glenn.

Lidwives.

The supervision of Midwives is vested in the County Council.

emical Worlk,

Analyses of foods and drugs are conducted by the County
Analyst, The Medical Cfficer of Health analyses samples of

water, Eight samples were anaylsed during 1925.

Legislation in Force:

Eye-laws with respect to Few Streets and Buildings have
been revised and brought up-to-date. The new code received
the sanction of the Ministry of Health on 19tk March 1924 and
is now in force for the parishes of Bushby, BEvington, Humber-

atone, Scraptoft, Stoughton and Thurnby.

I1. SANITARY CIRCUMSTAINCKTS OF THE ARZA.

Water.
The publiec supply is laid on to all the parishes adjoining

Leicester, For the rest, i.e, for the greater part of the Dis-
trict, the supply iz mainly derived from shallow wells. The
City water mains are now being laid to the Globe Tstate at

Humberstone and to houses on Scraptoft lane,

Rivers and Streams,

As the largest parishes, Tivington and Humberstone, are now
connected with the Leicester City sewers and as there are no
trade-effluents in the whole of the District there are not nany
instances of definite pollution of the brooks. The sewage at
Hungarton is treated by land irrigation and in most other in-

stances it is snall in quantity and undergoes consideratle

o B







purification in dykes or ditches before reaching watercourses,
if indeed it goes so far, At BEillesdon and at Thurnby there
is however direct pollution and alsc at Great Glenn, though

there the sewage is tanked,

Drainage and Sewerage.

Particulars concerning the prinecipal parishes are ineluded
in the subjoined synopsis.

The outstanding improverments which we have to record are
the provision of a sewerage scheme for the greater part of
Fvington and of a scheme for the greater part of the parish of
Humberstone where the rapid development of a residential estate
had led to numerous nuisances from overflowing cesapoola, Toth
parishes are now drained by gravitation to the Leicester City
sewers,

I am of opinion that Thurnby and the adjoining part of
Pushby and Ivington should now bte provided with a sewerage
scheme, in so far as the sewapge from this area can be dealt
with by gravitation. Recent building and the prospect of fur-
ther development render this prowvision inereasingly desirable.

Under this heading the work of the Sanitary Inapector du=-

ring 1925 merite special notice:-

Drainsg, drain traps &c., No. inspected 379
LKuisances abated 100
Cesapools Ho. repaired, cleansed &c. 467 cleans-
ed by scav=
engers.
" abolished & drains con=-
nected to sewer 176

Properly trapped street=-pullies have been provided at
Houghton in lieu of o0ld brick gullies,

Closet Accommodation:-

Approx. Ho, in District (1) Privies 440
21 Pail closets 960

3] Water closets 60C

Privies [middens) ¥o. of new provided nil
Ho. repaired nil

¥o. converted to (a) pails nil

b) W.C's nil
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Closet Accormodation !Eunt,}:-

Pajils or earth closets No. of new provided 3
No. converted to W.C's nil
Water closeta ¥o. of new provided 8C

The Ministry regueats that this Report should indicate
whether conversion of privies to pail-closets or water=closets
ig proceeding on any definite poliey with a wview to the ultinmate
abolition of insanitary types of privy accommeodation, In con=-
mon with all sanitarians with whose opinion we are acquainted I
take the view that all privv-pits are insanitary. They are an
anachronism and should bhe atolished in all villages where pub-
liec scavenging is awvailable,

For many vears I have adwvocated that all villages with
over forty inhabited houses should be provided with public
seavenging of night soil and refuse, for I regard this as a
condition precedent to the effective abolition of insanitary
pits. This advice has long since been adopted in some parishes,
but not in others. In so far as our records show, only six

pite have been converted during the past fiwve years,

(Synopsis over)
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Sanitary Inspection of the Area 1225.

Total number of compleints received during the year.... 150
n " " inspections made for all purposes...... 726

" " nptices served - 38, Informal - 29,
Btatutory - 9,

N M L - 1 = i - - S nil

Insanitary Houses (Public Health aAct, 1875)
Yo, inspected - 3. fic., cleansed - 1

Bmoke Nuilsances:=
Mo. cf opheervations - Q. Huisances abated - ¢,

Cvercrowding: -
Fo. of houses inapected - 4, ” . -4

Offensive accunmulationa:-
Ko. inspected - 2. - " - 2

Scavensing: -
How is refuse disposed of? Depogited on land tips.

Ashpits No. of new provided nil
Yo, converted to ashbins 2
Ashbins Wo, of new provided 20

Infectioug Diseases:-

Houses ¥o,., inspected 33
Fo. of inspections 5T
Fo. disinfected {a) Houses 48
'b) Schoolroons -

A steam disinfector is available,

Other details of Sanitary Inspection are included under the
various headings, 4 great deal of the Inspector's time has
been devoted to the abolition of cess-tanks and the connecting
of 170 house draing with the sewers. He has, moreover, inspect-
ed moest of the temporary dwellings - chiefly in Humberstone and
Serantoft - which were erected after the war when buildine bye=

laws were suspended,and which are still occupied,

Premises f 43 whi can be controlled b e=laws
and Pegulations:-

There are no Common Lodging Houses in the District and no
Offensive Trades have been established. There are noe Canal

Bozts.
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Schools.

For many years I have made systematic and detailed re-
ports on all, or nearly all, the Publiec Elementary Schools in
the Combined Districts. There are about 160 such schools
and year by year preat improvements, chiefly in eleanliness
ventilation and seneral sanitation, have accrued in many of
them. I now inspect them only as required. Speaking gen-
erally the schools in the Billeadon District are by no neans
below the average for country schools and some of them are

excellent.

.

0 it -l = T N o e

General Housing Conditions:-
Speaking generally the housing conditions are neither

below nor above the average for apgricultural Rural Districts.
Save in the parishes adjoining Leicester and perhaps in a few
others the population has Tor many years been decreasing. ‘Then
the Census was taken there were only about a dozen cases of
definite overcrowding in the whole Distriet, Fuilding has
conseguently been at a standstill in all save the parishes near
Leicester, There it has pone on apace and in the oarishes of
Humberstone a number of unsightly rather than insanitary tem-
porary dwellings have been erected,

Houses are needed and in some instances badly needed by
persons employed in Leiceater who have come inte adjoining par-
ighes, and at Great Glenn houses are needed for a similar reason,
the persons in thias case being emploved at Tleckney in the ad-
Joining Rural Distriect of Harket Haerborough, It is not reason-
able to ask an Authority to build for persons enployed in other
Districts.

What is needed in this, as in most similar Rural Districts,
is "re-conditioning", and herein lies the finest field for State
assistance and for County or District assistance in connection

10,






with rural housing, What we have to bear in mind is that,
8ave in respect of persons employed in other Districts or
their equivalent, the actual number of houses is ample or
nearly ample so that we need not add to their number in any
parish in which for the same or a smaller outlay the exist-
ing houses can be brought up to modern standards of comfort
and habitability, A subsidy is needed, and badly needed, for
the sanitary and internal modernization of many of your rural
houses without impairing the picturesque.

As for building, my advice is that private enterprise
should be encouraged to the uttermost by offering a subsidy

of Z10C instead of £75.

1925,

Number of new houses erecied during the year:-
(8] Total ...... R A e s cws | BY

(v) With State assistance under the
Housing Acts, 1919, 1923 or 1924,

$1g Ey Local Authority............ -
2) By other bodies or persons,...,.., 47

iz Unfit Dwelling-houses.

Inspection -~ (1) Total Ho. of dwelling-houses in-
spected for housing defects (un-
der Public Health or Housing Acts) 45

(2) No. of dwelling-houses which were
inspected & recorded under the
Housing (Inspection of District)
Hegulations 191¢, 22

(3} We. of dwellins-houses found *o he
in a state so dangerous or injur-
ious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation, nil

(4) No. of dwelling-houses (exclusive
of those referred to under the
Preceding suv-heading) found not
to be in all respeocts reascnably
fit for human habitation, 22

2. Remedy of Defects without 3ervice of Formal liotice,

Ho, of defective dwelling-houses rendered Tit in
consequence of informal action by the Local Author-
ity or their officers.

A {5 12






A Action under Statutory Powers.

A. Proceedings under Section 28 of the Housing,
Town Planning ete., Act, 1919.

(1) ¥o. of dwelling-houses in respect of

which notices were served requiring

repairs. 7
(2) ¥o. of dwellinz-houses which were ren-

dered fit afier service of formal no-

tices = by owners, 4

(3) Yo. of dwelline-houses in respect of
which Closing Orders becane operative &e. nil,

B. Proceedings under Public Health Aects. nil

C. Proceedings under Sections 17 #% 18 of the
Housing, Town Planning etc, ,Act, 19C9. nil.

Y. INSPEOTION AWD SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Uilk:=

With over a hundred wholesale producers sending to London,
Lelceater and elsewhere the milk of some 2,50C cows it will be
realized that systematic Veterinary inspection of herds is most
important, This is now done and I would ask you to again take
advantage of the facilities offered by the Couniy Council for
the bacteriological examination of milk samples with a view to
enlianecing and controlling cleanliness in every stage of produc-
tion and distribution.

The Sanitary Inspector submits the following particulars

for the year:-

Retail Pu rs (a) Begister - Yo. on 21
(v) Premises - Total No. of insps. 18
He. of contraventions found 6
Ho. found to reqguire -
[l} Cleansing 3

(2) Structural or sanitary
improvements.

Wnolesalie Traders (2) Register - lio. on 108
anc_Produgezs. (v) Premises - Yo, of inspections
;1} Total 54
2) During milking time
¥No. of contraventions found &
No, found to require -
{11 Cleansing 2
2) Structural or san. impra. 2
Total o, of Milch cows in District (estimated) 2520

Legal Proceedings - nil,
12,






Meat:-

There are six slaughter=houses in the District, one less
than at the beginning of 1925, In 1920 there were seven, The
slaughter-houses are on the whole kept in a cleanly and satis-
factory condition, and in addition to seven special inspections
of premises 22 wisits were made at time of slaughter. There is
no difficulty in carrrying out the order with regard to these in-
apectinns;

Four parcels of diseased meat were surrendered during the
¥ear, and the carcase of one bullock was condemned by reason of

its being tuberculous,

Cther Toods:-
There are eight Pakehouses on the Register, They are

maintained in a cleanly and satisfactory condition,

- ew o e e

VI. PROVALENCE OF & CONTROL CVIR INFRCTIOUS DISRASE.

The cases of Infectious Disease notified durins 1925 were

as followg:=

Scarlet Ophthalmia

Terer. Dipintheria. |TUrysipelas,|Heonaforw:
Burton Cwvery 3 - - -
Eushby 2 1 = -
Evington 3 1 - -
Great Glenn 6 = - a
Humberstone 3 - . 1
Marefield - 3 - -
Newton Harcourt - 3 - -
Seraptoft 1 - = &
Tilton - i - =
Thurntr 3 - - =
Total:- | 2 2 L L

Yone of these cases proved fatal.
Seven cases of Diphtheria and ten cases of Scarlet Fever

were adnitted to the Isolation Hospitals.

13.






b The Tuberculosis Record for the year is as follows:-

Hew Cases Deaths.
Ape-Periods, 1
Respiratory| Cther Respiratory Uther
forms. forms.
M. F. . jF. M. F pLi 7,
5 & under 10 yrs, 1 1 - - - - . =
15 L] L1] Eﬂ L] 1 — -, - - - - -
20 v " 25 " = = = - - 1 = -
25‘ 1 il 35 1" 1 5‘ = =4 e t - - 1 - !
35‘ L] " 4_5 " 1 2 & = 1t 1 — JI —
I
Total:- 4 8 - - - 2 - | = |
L ] H

The notifications of Infectious Diseases received during

each of the past five years were as follows:-

ﬂdmittedl
Digease. 1921 |1922:1923 11924|1925 |Total Hosgil. Deaths
Diphtheria 5 G 1 G G 33 26 1
Scarlet Fever 11 g g 3 21 53 20 I =
Enteric Fever - - - 1 - 1 1 -
Prneumonia 1 - - - - - 24

®ncephalitis)

Lethargica ) - - - 2 - 2 2 3
Puerperal 7, - = ¥ = = 1 - 1
Erysipelas - 2 - 1 1 4 - -

Reaspiratory {
Tuberculosis

ODther forms )
of Tubercu- )
losis ] - 1! 2 | - - 2 — 1

Cphthalmia i
Heonatorunm

Tor the five years under review the Attack Rate (i.e. the
average annual number of cases per thousand of the population)
from Diphtheria is 0,84 and the Attack Rate from Scarlet Fever

is 1,36, The corresponding rates for Mnrland & Jales are 1.29

and 2,65, The death-rate from Tubercutesis is ©,51 per 1,000
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