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= STATISTICAL TABLE 1938 = 1844 =

INFAFTIIE MORTALITY
DEATH RATE BIRTH RATE RATE
Year, Biggleswade Englaend & Biggleswade England & Biggleswade England &
R.D. Wales R.D. Wales R.D, Weles
1939 9.9 12.1 12 .2 15.0 42 .8 50
1940 11.07 14,3 14,51 14,8 48,78 5131
1941 1346 12.9 1£.55 14,2 37404 59
1942 10.4 11.6 15.5 15.8 50 .4 49
1943 11.4 12.1 15,7 16.5 19.5 49
1944 11,2 11.6 18,3 17.6 47,0 48

Section B, - CENGRAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATICES

Arrangements era made whereby medical men practising in the
district can oviein irce Bashsriological Examinetions in cases of
Diphtheria, Typhoid fever and Meningitis, Thece examinations are
carried out a2t the Badicord County Hosplial.

PROINISION OF ANTITOXIN

Practitioners in the district can obtain a free supply
of Diphtheria Antitoxin. It is kept at the Council Offices and at
the Isolation Hospital, Potton Reoad, Biggleswade,

AMBUIANCE FACILITIES

(a) Infectious Cases. - A motor ambulance is provided by the
Joint Hospital Board, &nd is stationsd at the Hospital,

(b) MNon=Infectious and Accident cases, - An ambulance
maintained jointly by the Biggleswade Rural District Council,
Biggleswade Urban District Council, and the Sandy Urban
District Council is stationed at Biggleswade and serves
the area under the control of the three Councils, This
gervice was c¢n occasion supplemented by ambulances of the
Civil Defence.

NURSING IN THE HQ/E

None provided by thfs Antherity, but the County Council employ
a Health Visitor faor eofiu.n werk.

Many of the Parizhes have the sorvices of & district nurae.
MIDWIVES
Reglstration and supsrvision excercised by the County Council.
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CLINICS AND TREA MENT CENTRES UNDER THE COUNTY CCUNCIL

CHILD WELFARE CENTRES

Arlasey,

Bl zpleswade ,
Fotton.

Sha fford.
Stotfold,

ANTE-NATST, and POST ¥A™ 1L CLINICS

Shaflrlaord.,
Stotfold.
Biggleswade.

TUBERCULOSIS

St, Androws Rooms, Bigl;laawada.

VENZREAL DIcSEASES

Badfcrd County Hozpitel
MATERNITY and NURSING HOmRS.

ThesLooal Sup=rylaling Authority is the County Council.
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WATER SUPPLY

Weter iz supplied to the area by the Bigpleswado Water Board
and haa proved very satisfactory in quaiity and quantity, Samples
were talken periodically during the year and the result of the
latest analysis is given below.

Oring to the increased amount of waier used in the area during
the summer period & slight curtailment ia the supply was nscessary
eapecially during the night. This was n:ct due to any reduction
in the amount of weter being pumped to thy reservoirs, but to the
demand exceeding the pumping capacity..

CHEMICAL RESULTS IN FARTS PBR 100,000

WATER SUPPLY

— e el

Appearance ..... Bright = very slight flocculent depodit of mineral and
organic debris,
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PACTCRIES AND WORKPLACES:

o change - Routine visits have been made.

HOUSING: The housing problsm is ona which has unfortunately not
Irlpl'ﬁﬂﬂa during the year and while every possible effort was

made to get esasential repairs carried out, some delay was inevitable
in the circumatances. There are many familiea living in most

&naatisfactpry dwellings and in overcrowdsd conditions in the
istrict.

It is to b2 hoped that the Fural Housing Survey &s recommended
in the Hobhouse Report will be undertalken in the near future, This
survey will take a very ccneidernble amount of time and clerical
work in order that the actue! condition of each house may be
assAassad and arrangsments to %hia ond are already being made.

INBPECTICN AND SUPHIVISION OF FOOD

%ELE SUPPLY: During the ysar very considerable attention waas given
o the supervieion of the milk supply ian the area, 84 samplea
being talen end sont for sxamination, Of these 26 were found to be

unsatisfachory and in Yhese casea a viasit to the farm was mede and
the meEtter discue-as Wwith the dairyrern concerned. Subseduent
S&mples wore oo foivnd go be satisftooory, A clean milk supply
QBT ORly 08 oouddiee Voan every osfe i@ tiiwen . as to the cleanliness
Of owsheds. powa, rnillers ann useneila,

At the and of' ths year there were 52 farms regiatered for the
production of miik. 18 persons were regiciercd as retail purveyors
of milk whilst 2 da'rymen produce ard raisil imboreunlin Tested
“(Certified) Milk and 20 produce Accredited Hik.

~MEAT AND FOODS: Usual inspections were carried out during
year, ther deteils are given in the Sanitary Inspectors

report.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
AND OTWiR DISBASES

B R EAR e e —

The mumber of casce of irnfosctimme dimemaes notified showed
& considerable decrease beinc S0 &s compared with 370 in 1943. This
decrease was dus msinly to the lessened incidence of measlos amd
whooping comgh whila *here wers also fewer cases of scarlet fever,

Piphthei2 shawed ¢ allight inerease, the number of cases haing
7 a8 compeired to 35 In 1947, while, of those notified, © died from
this disease, Hone of the cases had reccived protective
incculation.

The errengsmonte for immunisation against diphtheria continued
as in previocis yosrs arl tus resylis were on the whole satisfactory.
There is & wondercy cn the pirg ol sone porsata, howoever, to delay
and weit until ez z08 of diphtheria have coourred befare having their
children immanised. The oniv wiss pciley ls to have each child
immunised botween the age of 9 ~ 12 months and thus ensure that it
is protocted during that period of i%s life when it fa most
suaceptible to the disesse.

It was not necessary for any of the schools in the area
to be closed during the year on account of infectious disease.
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ANNUAL RZPSRT OF THE SANITARY 'TNSPECTCR
FR THE YEAR 1944

To the Chairman and Members of the Biggleswade Rural
District Council

Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have plessure in submitting my second Anmiel Heport upon
the work carried out by your Sanitary Inspectors during the year
ending 31st December, 1544,

Unfortunately, much of the ordinary routine work of the
department has of necessity, been curtailed, owing to war-time b,
difficultiea, emergency duties and shortage of staff, All essential
matters have however received attention.

The feollowing table shows the number of inspections made
for 11 purposssa.

SUMMARY OF VISITS AND INSPECTIONS:
Dwelling-houses inspected under the Public Health or Housing

hnts’ -------*----1----1-1-—;;-4--q----rhaiq--—--qru' 'BEB
Mumber of dwelling-honses inspected and racorded

S T T R T e S e I, S . .
Ré=1inspections and visits to' works in progress s.:ssssssssas 964
Vizites to mew bulldings in course of erection .cesrsessssesae 110
Inspections of factories (including bakehouses) ecessssssse. 124
Inapections of Dairies and Cowsheds su.esivececccnsncsnsnnnee 207
Vialts ra 1ﬂf'3ct1mﬂ L 7 e Pt P e g P 49
Rﬁma ﬂiﬂinrﬂﬂ'tf'-ﬂ & B B B @ BB OB R E R E @ R F BB S E @R B R @A iil.'ll‘l-l-li-l-li-ill Eg
"riait'!ra Rﬂt&ﬂiﬁﬁ Iﬂfﬁsmtiﬂﬂﬂr 4 OF B B B A A BB B & K F B B S @ owE R R dE 165
Miscellansous visits (including refuse collection and

Balvapme and other srergency duties) .....ie.c... 1382

NOTICES BERVED:

1

68 Intimetion nctices or letters in respect of 91 propertiea
wWere sant and & 3totutory nobtices served,
H

HOUSING:

Although only essential repairs were asksd for, supervision
involved much work and scme repairs were outstanding for
considerable pericds - the dslay being meinly due to shortage
of labour and materiais.

Preparations have been msde for tho Rural Housing Survey
a3 recommended in the Hobhousse Keport, with a4 view to the eventual
classification of all working class dwsellinga into their respsctive
categoariea.

It is hoped that a "sStandard of Fitness" will shortly be
adapted by all Rural Authorities in the Countyf.

Certificates of Essentiality have been 1asued in
respect of the repair of 6 houses, involving an expenditure
of 21,003,
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SALVAGE ;

In apite of every effort being mede to meintain the
collection of salvage, the monthly returna heve unfortunately
shewn a marked decrease during the year, 129% tons, of various
matorials were collected and sold for approximately £610, O3, Od.

Another book and rag drive was held during September, The
result was very satisfactory and reflected great credit on all
who assisted. 63,283 books and 4 tona. 17 cwts. 1 4r. 14 1lbs,
of rags were collected.

RAT & MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919:

Early in o jyear, the Ministry of Food intimated that to
deal adequately with infestation, it would be necessary for
Local Authorities to set up tnelr own organisation for the purpoas
and urped that personnel be recrmited to carry out this work
in the Workable Arsa comprising Biggleswade end Sandy Urban
Districts and the Rurel District,

Accordingly, & Rodent Opsrator vas appointed in May and he
commenced duties in the Urban Districua, By the end of the year
under review he had carrisd out the following work in this district:=-

Famber of premises viaslied. 1756
infestationa found. 471
Infestationa dealt with, 41

Bstima ted momber of rats killed. 1542

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE :

The works and plant &t Arlesey, Stotfold and Potton, have
besn maintained in a satisfactory condition throughout the jyear,
The pumps &t Arlesey and Stotfold are selsctrically driven whilst
those at Potton are driven by Diesel Engines.

The consumption of elesztricity at Arlesey and Stotfold has
been aa follows =

Main Station, Average per day. Sub Station, Average per day.

Arlesey. 11,843 32 .44 4,161 11440
8totfold., 8,504 2329 5,811 1592

. The enginss at Potton have worked 1726 hours &n average per
day of 4 hrs. 43 mins,

RATNFALL:

4 kaﬂainfﬁll is recorded &t Arlesey, Potton and Stotfold Sswage
orics,

The average painfall for the year was 16+8l inches,.
DITCHES &

1112 chains of ditches for which the Council are responsible,
ha ve been cleansed during the year at e total cost of £80,

Many complaints have been received regarding the unsatisfactory
condition of the open ditch to which ssveral house drains are '
connected, in Hi gh Street, Blunham, and in spite of freéquent
cleansings, 1t has been impossible to avoid a nuisance, which hes
been agpgravated by the lack of water for flushing purposes,
normally aveilable from the river,






