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TO TEE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COQUNCILLORS OF THE BORQUGH OF BEXHILL

lr. Mayor and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my sixth Annuel fSeport as your
lledical Off'icer of Health.

The Ministry of Health Circular 2314 recommends that the
report for 1940 should be curtailed and be conszidered, like that for
the previous year, as azn interim report.

The general standard of health of the population, both
resident and evacuee, has, in spite of war conditions, been very satis-
factory, and there has been no serious outbreal of disease during the
JEar. A notable feature, however, was the general improvement in the
health of the evacuees up to the time of their departure from Bexhill
at the end of June, at which time Bexhill cesscd to be a reception area.

The compilation of statistics for comparative purposes is a
difficult matter under present conditions, having regard to the
fluctuation in the resident populztion that has taken place during the
year,

The Reglistrar General's estimate of the population, mid-year
1940, is 25,210. This represents a decrease of 550 on the estimate
for the previous year.

The Eirth Rate for the Borough is 9.6 per 1,000 estimated
vopulation, showing a slight decrease when compared with the rate for
-I-Lrl:t'g:

§ i The Adjusted Death Rate for the Borough is 12.4, while that
Tor Znglané and Yiales is 14.3.

The Iafentile Mortality Rate for the Eorough is 20.0 per.
registered live births, showing a decrease of 14.0 when compared
the rate for the nrevious year.
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The incidauce of infectious disease within the Borough con-
tinues to be low.

Detalls of the number of children immunised against Diphtheria
will De found in the appropriate section of the report; I wish however,
to record that an intensive effort was made to bring te the notice of
tn g bllc uetails of the facllitics available and thc results of this

- -



The Borough A.R.P. {Casualty) Services have worked well
ir‘ﬁx" the year. Training of personnel has continued steadlily and

has
;n to deal with Alr Raid Casualties.

included co~operation wlith other sections of the Civil Defence |
rvices. The personnel have performed their duties in a most |
icient manner on the several occasions when they have been called

I wish again to express my thanks to the Chalrmen and
llembers of the Tealth Committee for their support, and my gratitude
to my staff for their logal co-operation and assistance rendered

throughout another difficult year.
I have the Lionour teo be,

Your cbedient Servant,

W. T. DONQVAR

Medical Officer of Health.

e F

blliec Health Department,

'own Hall, August,

EEXHILL.

1941,
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Rl TS 8 A ND S O0CcIAL CONDITIONS

cF THE AREA
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Population (Rezistrar General's estimate
of residont population)

Number of 1nhabited houses .o
(According to Rate Books)
fMlats ..

Rateable Value as .o .o
General Hate ae Sis aa
Sum represented by a Permy Rate .o

AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

8,015 acres.
25,210

6,079
1,068

339,916
9/6d.

£1,375

The remarlis mede in my reports for previous years in con=

IETLOROLOGY

ovut the

¢ction with the Fatural and Socizl Conditions of the Borough are
pplicabls to the year 1940,

The publication of meteorological statistics is withheld,
; practice described fully in previous reports, adart from 2
temperary breal, has been continued throughout the year under review.



EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS TFOR THE YEAR

Live Births: Males FPemales Total
Legitimate . .o . 112 96 208
Illegitim&te " s 8 (3] 9 15

Rate per 1,000 estimated resident Population .s 9.6

Stillbirths: llales Femasles Total
Lezitimate .. i .o 2 1
Illezitimate Ve .o - - -

Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births .o 9.7
Males Females Total
Deaths: . “h S i 180 ell o1

Death Rate per 1,000 estimated resicent population
Crude . 16.8
Ad justed .o 12.4

Deaths from puerperal causes:

Puerperal sepsis .o . ‘e . Wil
Other maternal causes . .e . 15
Rete per 1,000 total (live and still) births .e 4,8

Males Females Total

1

Deaths of Infants under one year of age

Legitimate .. . .o 1 3 4
Illegitimate & 8 & @ - - -
Death Rate of Infants under one year of age
A1l infants per 1,000 live births % - 20.0
Legitimate infants per 1,000legitimate
live births . 21.6
Illegitimate infants per 1,000
illegitimate live blrths .. .e Nil
from Cancer (all ages) .o .o .o .o 64
from Measles (all ages) .. .o .s .o Nil
Jenths from ‘hooping Couzh (all ages) 5 i o 1
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) e . Nil
Zymotic Death Rate . s .o . + 04

-4-



The statistics in the report are compiled fron those
supnlieC by the Registrar-General and have been utilised, as directed,
when celculating Birth, Death, Iafantile llortallty Rates, etc.,

Population

The rnegistrar~General's estimate of the resident population
of Bexhill for the year 1940 is 23,210. This figure resresents a

slizht decrease on the previous year's estimated population which was
23,760,

Births

The Birth Rate for 1940 is 9.6 per 1,000 estimated popula-
tion. The corresponding figure for the previous year was 11,1,
whilc that for England and “ales for 1940 is 14.6.

Deaths

The Crude Death Rate for 1940 is 16.8 per 1,000 estimated
population, but when the Areal Comparability Factor is applied, the
Death Rate is 12.4, The corresponding figure for the previous year
was 10.8, while that for England and Wales for 1940 is 14.3.

Infantile Deaths

The Infantile Mortality Rate for 1940 is 20.0 per 1,000
reglstered live births. The corresponding figure for the previous
year was 34.0, while that for England and Wales for 1940 is 55.

Zymotiec Deaths

Only one death was attributed to the zymotic diseases
during 1940, namely, to Whooping Cough. This gives a rate of .04
per 1,000 estimated population, the same rate as for the previous
year,



TABLE

CAUSES OF DEATH

Male Female
All Causes 180 511
l. Typhoid & Parat. Fever - -
2. Cersbro=-spinal Fever 1 -
3. Scarlet Fever b -
4, ‘hooping Cough - 1
S« Diphtheria - -
6+ Tuberculosis of Reswiratory System S 5
7. Other forms of Tuberculosis - -
8. Syphilitic Diseases & -
2. Influenza 4 3
10. Measles b =
1ll. Acute Poélio-myelitis & ' :
Polio-encaphalitis - -
12. Acute Infectious Encephalitis - 1
l15. Cancer of Buccal cavity & Deso?hﬁgus
Uterus (F) M 2 6
14, Cancer of Stomach & Duodenum 3 6
15. Cancer of Breast X 7
1€. Cancer of all other sites 20 19
17. Diabetes 3 i
8. Intra=-cranial vascular lesions 23 25
19. Heart Disease 47 52
£0. Other Diseases of Circulatory System ] T
2l. Bronchitis 9 11l
22. Pnecumonia T 12
23. -Other Respiratory Diseases 3 4
24, Ulcer of Stomach & Duocdenum 4 2
£5. Diarrhoea under 2 jyears - -
£6. Appendicitis 1 2
2 Other Digestive Diseases 2 4
£8. Nephritis 3 10
Y+ Puerperal & Posat-abortive Sepais - =
30. Other Maternal Causes - il
Z1. Premature Birth * B
52+ Congenital Malformations, Birth '
Injuries, Infant Diseases - 2
33: Suilcide a4 2
34. Road Traffic Accident 1 e
55. Other Violent Causes 12 11
36 All Other Causes 2 1

e T
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TE-RATES, GIUILIQL DEATH=-RATES, AWALYSIS OF NMOATALITY,

HATERNAL

FORTALITY & CASE RATES FOR LuTHIF INFECTIOUS DISTASES IH 1940,
(Provisional figures based on .eekly & Juarterly Returns)
: 126 County | 148 Smaller
Ingland | Boroughs & | Towns(Resident | London
and Great Towns | Populations Adminis=-
wales. including 25,000~50, 000, trative
 London.,. 1931 Census. County
BIRTHS Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population 1
Live | 14.6 | 16.0 157 5.7
SE11] 0.55 0.64 0.55 0.44
DEATHS
All causes 14%3 15.8 12.8 17.8
Typhoid & Paratyphoid 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Scarlet Fever 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
’hooping Cough 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.00
Diphtheria 0.06 0.07 0,05 0.01
Influenza 0.32 0.29 0.30 0.18
Smalloox - = = 3
|lleasles 0.02 | 0.02 0.02 | 0.01
| Rates per 1,000 Live Births
IDeaths under lyr.of age 55 61 f 54 50
Deaths from Diarrhoea &
—nteritis under 2yrs.
ci age 4.6 549 4.4 5.8
Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population
NCTTFICATIONS
|Entezic 0.07 0.06 0.10 0.06
crsbdro-spinal Fever 0.32 0.33 0.29 0.28
|:/hccping Cough 1.34 1.29 1.35 0.2
|Liphensr] 1.16 1.29 1,21 0.61
tLrysipe las 0.33 0.36 0.30 0.55
(Srallpox 0.00 - - -
l.easies 10.24 9.23 9.99 1.78
j---SH4aonla 1.20 1.37 1,00 0.87
|Scariet Fever 1.63 1453 J 1,57 0.82
| Rates per 1,000 Total Births (Live & Still)
R ol

raeral Infection

CATIONS
Fever )
Fyrexia )

0.52 )
1.64 )
2.16 )
1
11.96

[ORTALITY (excluding Abortion)

15.90

Bot available
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EENERAL. PROVISION 0 P HORCA LultHoaoS B R-V . I.6 E S

FOCR TLEVEY “ATRVEOA

e me Al The personnel of the Medicel, Nursing and Sanitary Staff of the
Eorouzh is incorporated at the beginning of the rcport.

(ii) a. Laboratory focilities

Bacteriological ancd Patholozical Lxaminations were carrled out
on bechalf of the Authority at the: Clinical Ressarch fssociaticn, London,
and at the nRoyal Last Susscx Hosplital, Hastings, up to Senterber, 1940,
In October, however, the Council entered into an agrecument whereby
routine examinations were to be undertaken by the Buergency Public Health
Laboratory Service.

The following table shows the number of spocimens cxamined
during 1940:-

Number Result
Examined Positive lNegative
Swabs for Diphtheria ., ol 162 32 130:
Typhold & Paratyphold:-
FEGGGS .e 5 - 5
Urine . 4 - 4
Widal .o 6 2 4
Cerebrc=Spinal Fluid & Swabs
Tor lieningococcus .o o 8 - 8
Sputa for Tuberculosis i 6 - 6
Miscellaneous s e o 2 1 1
Total g - - ST 193 35 1538
—— [ ————] =

b. Ambulance facilities

The arrangements for the removal of cases of Infectious
Disecase have continued throughout the year without variation and have
mct the requirements of the Borough.

- B



b, Ambulance facillties (continued)

There has .becn no change during the year in the arrangements
for tho removal of Non-Infectious Discase and iLccident cases from those

-

described in previous reports.

The ambulences conveyed 493 patients to hospitals during
1940,

ce Nursing in the home

The Bcxhill Nursing Association is supported by voluntary con=-
tributions and meintains four district nurscs who attend non-infectious
cases in their homes. During 1940, the following number of cases
were attended: -

llaternity end Midwifery .. .o 124
General cases ‘e e .l 214

The visits paid were:=

llaternity and Midwifery .. .o 2499
General Nursing .. A .o 5754
Casual visits ' &8 e 364

The Bexhill Corporation make an annual grant of 2100 to
the Associatlon.

d. Treatment Centres and Clinics

The lacilities at treatment centres and clinics, which included
orovision for evacuces, continued without interruption up to the 23rd
"¢, 1940, on which date children from the evacuation areas left the

srcugh.

In July, 1940, evacuation of the resident school children of
worouch took place end in September, there was a temporary volun-
transfer of the civil population, as a result of which, a revision
crvices (as set out in previous roports) was undertaken to meet
‘wauirements of this reduced population.

c. Hospltals
icd by the Council

The Borough Isolation Hospital, Clinch Green: for infectious
:23:, other than smallpox. Ton bods (orn 144 sq. ft. per patient
'.l L]

Resident Staff: Matron anc. two Nurses.

o fdmisslions and dischargecs are undcer the control of the Medical
Jiflcor of Health, but patients arec trcated by thoir own medical
proctitioners. :



In accerdance with Ministry of Health instructions, the
Isolation Hospital was closed during the period 16th September to Sth
October, after which date, authﬂrity was ziven to utilise 50% of the
bed accommodation for :ases of notifiable infectious diseases.

Number of Beds Retained by the Council in Outside Hospitals

Brede Smallox Hospital -« The Bexhill Corporation has
entered into an agreeilent with the County Borou:h of Hastings whereby
two beds are retained at this Hospital for the admission of Bexhill
cases of smallpox. No cases were admitted from Bexhill during 1940.

Other Hospitals

Auzusta=Victoria Auxiliary Hospital for Evacuees

This auxiliary hospital, opened in Sentember, 1939, was
avallable for evacuees until their transference to other areas at the
end of June, 1940.

During the period lst January to 9th July (the date of the
closure of the hcsmital} 48 patients were admitted.

Dexhill Hospital (Voluntary)

lr. P,E. Windo, Secretary of the Hospital, has kindly supplied
the followingz data:= '

"The Hospital has continued to fulfil an important role in
the treatment of patients under the Emergency liedical Service.

"During the year, the bed complement was reduced and at the
of the year, the total number of beds available for all purposes
TS . Of this number, 50% are reserved for emergency use.

"The following are statistics of patients treated during
1020 and include both civilian cases and those treated under the

L

I‘-ﬂ-‘:—:':-; Sients: L . . . . . 911
.verage lensth of stay of each patient HH .. 17.2
days .
A7eragze deily number of beds occupied .o . 41.7
Iperations:-
Ma jor e e -t 294
I*til"lcf' ] 3 @ - @ 945

H‘S-
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rural Dﬁ?tr . ..
Casualty Dept. Emergencies

liisccllaneous

Dental Dept. . 5 a
Dermatological Dept. .o
liassage and Electrical Dept.
Gynaccological Dept. .o
Ophthalmic Dept. .o
A-Ilay Dept. - .
Surgical Out-patients .

Total .o

L
L]
L
LI
LI
LI
L
LI
L

L

Total Out-patient attendances

2. llaternity and Child Velfare

The llaternity and Child “clfare Scheme in the Borough is
carried out by the staff of thc Bexhill Nursing Asscciation under the
supcrvision of the East Sussex County Council.

1 The staff consist of four certified midwives one of whom
acvotes her time cntirely to maternity work, whilst the others devote
their time between midwifery and infant health visiting.

Two part-time Medical Officers attend the ante-natal and
maternity and child welfare clinlcs.

During the latter part of the ycar,

3 =

m

~

of the civil population.

b=
b e

¥
1GI

(1) Midwifery and Maternity Services

The numbcr of midwives practising within the Borough on

the 3lat Jecomber, 1940, was 7.

-I,.F_

167
833
58
102
307
23

83
1,334
339

e r—

5,245

. 8,879

the ante-natal and
welfare clinics were closed, in view of tho tomporary voluntary



TABLE A

ATTENDANCES AT THE MATERNITY AND CHILD JELFARE, ANTE-NATAL

AlD DENTAL CLINICS

Maternity and Child Welfarc Clinic 1939, 1940.
(a) Mothers:
Number attending .. 5is "o 410 392
Number of attendances iR - 4829 1629

(b) Children:
Number vho attended for the first time
during the ycar and who, on the date of
their first attendances were:-

(i) Under one year G Sin 161 84

(ii) Between the ages of 1 snd 5 years 283 18

Percentage of notified births rcprecsented

by the nunber in {b)(i) e Bl.2 " 3.7

Number of attendances by children:-

(1) TUnder one year i W 2508 %4l

(ii) Between the ages of 1 and 5 years o432 645
Ante=Natal Clinie

Number of Expectant llothers attending 125 74

Mumber of attendances . . 190 124
Dcental Clinic

Number of attendances by Mothers .. 189 150

Number of attendancecs by Infants .. 21 il

\ii) Institutional provision for Mothers and Children

The facilitiecs for institutional treatment feor mothers as
cribed in previous rcports have continued to bc availablc.

des

Similarly, the arrangements for LlCmﬂnta“F school chilcren requiring
treatment for Tonsils and Adenoids and Cripnliing or Postural dcfects
have becn continued during the year.,

-5 =



(11i) Health Visitors

The following statement shows the visits paid by the Health
Visitors during the year:-
1839, 1940,

To Expectant lMothers:

First visits .. .u 137 128
Subscquent visits .o 338 310

To Infants under one year:
Pirst visits .. o 216 126
Total visits .. . 915 1148
To Children ages 1 to 5 yoars .o S 1141 643
Total visits paid by Hecalth Visitors .. 2056 1791

(iv) Child Life Protection

The provisions of Part V of the Children and Young Persons
Let, 1932, are carriled out by the Bast Sussex County Council.

(v) Arrengements for Dontal, Orthopacdic, etc. cases

The arrangements for the dental and orthopacdic treatment
of children under five years, as described in previous reports, have
bcen continued throughout the year,

3s Matornity and Nursing Homes

The East Sussex County Council is the local Supervising

Authority under Part V1 of the Public Health Act, 1936, The
i:ll: 'ing particulars with reference to the Home in Bexhill have been
gapnlicd by the County Medical Officor of Health:=
nial number of homecs registcred in the Borough .. e 9
cr of applications for registration during 1940 ve 1
rcglatered during the year .. . e 1
made refusing or cancclling reglstration .. ae ™
hemes closed down during the yecar by the owners .. 13

- lh-



A, R. P. (CASUALTY) SERVICES

The Borough A.R.TF. [Casualty} Services, under the control
of the lledical Officer of Health consists of:-

Pirst Aid Post & Cleansing Centre “oe vos L
Mobile Unit s e .o coe 1
First Aid Parties ... wilnie see oo 6
First Aid Points ... vo e voo e 2
Ambulances o .o os o oo 9
Casualty Cars e 5l e .o 7
Party Cars S o i L 7

Prior to the recent engazement on a whole-time basis of a
nucleus of personnel in the First Aid Post, First Aid Party and
Transport Sections, the entire personnel of the Borough Casualty
Services was comprised of part-time volunteers.

Training of personnel has continued steadily throughout the
year and a hish standard of efficiency has now been reached in all
branches of the Services.

Exercises have been held rezularly in conjunction with other
ctions of the Civil Defence Services, and the lessons learned from

se have proved invaluable when the Services have been called upon
¢ work under actual Air Raid conditions.

T - S e v —
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTAICES OF THE AREA

1. (i) Water Supply

The control of the water supply within the Borough is delegated
to the Borough Council under the Bexhill Corporation Act, 1925.

No new sources of public water supply were utilised during the
Tear,

With regard to:~

(2) Zuality - the water is of excellent quality both for drinking
and domestic purposes

(b) luantity =~ the supnly has met the demands of those parts of the
Borough which are on a piped supply and there has
been no curtailment during the year.

There has been ng change in the arrangements with regard to
the bacteriolozical and chémical examination of the piped supply of
the Dorough from those outlined in previous reportse. During 1940,
twentr-four samples were submitted for bacteriological and/or chemical
examination, all of which were very satisfactory.

The average quantity of water used daily curing 1940 in the
2ater area was 916,032 galls. It rcpresents a decrease of 126,987

gelions per day as compared with 1939, The average consumptlon per
[S24 per diem in the water area for 1940 was 39.46 gallons, as follows:i-
ior Cracde purposes, 1l.02; for domestic purposes 38.44.

11i.; Drainage and Seweraze

llo sewers were constructed during 1940.

2e Rivers and Streams

4 llc action was found to be necessary with rezard to the
pollution of rivers and streams in the Borougzh.

3. (1) Clzset Accommodation

There nas been no changs during the year in the number of pail
closets and cesspools existing within tihe Borough.

—19 -



(ii) Public Cleansinz and Salvaze

The supervision of the worl of the remnoval and disposal of °
house refuse is under the control of the Borough Surveyor. The Cor=-
por:.tion Tip situated in St. llary's Lane, in a more rural part of the
Borouza, is in a satisfactory condition.

During the early part of the yesr, the tonnage of house refuse
ccllected and materisls salvaged rose considerably above normal, owing
¢ the town being a recention area, but in September when there was a
voluntary t91ﬁorary treansfer of the population, the work of both collec-
ion and salvage underwent zreat changes and the orgenisation of this
nd other cleansing services had to be amended to meet the requirements
f the tovm uncer the changed conditions.

Although the services of cesspool emptyinz, removal and dis-
posal of house refuse, salvage and street cleansing have been restricted,
they have all been malntained and undertalen in a satisfactory marner,
raving regard to war-time conditions of a town in this area.

(11i1) Sanitary Inspsction of the Area

During the year the district has been Inspected and the neces=-
sary actlon taken to deal with any nulsance or defaults discovered. In
addition to general sanitary work, 1146 visits wvere paid in connection
vith the Casualty Services section of the local A.R.P. organisation.

The following table Indicates the scope and extent of the dutlies per-
formed during the yeari=-

TABLE o

Dwelling-houses inspected.. . e 293
Visits re sbove .. e e - 821
Overcrowding .o .o .o .o 105
Schools .. - o .. . Toa
Wwater supply .o .o . .o 58
smolkke abatement . P . e 7
Stables and piggeries . .o .. 6
Offenaive trades .. . =i ‘e 2
Factories, workshops, etc. . .o 10
La;rhouﬂcs W o .8 . .10
Shops W ot o e 15
publ*C Cﬂnveniﬂncca . 6w e 14
Theatres and cinemas . o o =
dats and iilce i - . ’e a8
Elﬂu;htﬂrhﬂuﬂﬂﬂ . s a " . 23
Foodshops . . .o .o 337
Food and Drugs Reglstration Act .. .o 35
Fu‘fr Food visits . s o 44
Cowsheds, dairies and mll” hops «. - 123
1cn~ﬂrcL. premiscs . v T 13
Milk sampling - - ¢« o i 22
Infectious dlsease and dizinfection - 836
di 1n eatatiDn " W . w e ?D

Re-visits to work in progreas .o .o 123
A. Re Po o .o . oo 1,446
lliscellaneous P o' . . To4 5I254

_10-




COLPLAINTS

During the year, 100 complaints were received and in
71 instances it was possible to take rcmedial action.

The followinz table indicates the nature of the complaints
received: -

TABLE o

Concdition of premises . . 3
Housing defects .o .o e
Water supply . . e 5
Overcrowding o s . . 1
Absence of sanitary dustbin .o o
Smoke nuisance . .o sis il
Verminous premilses . .o 4
Keeping of animals e .o 2
Rats and Mice . AP L |
Accumulations of refuse, etc, e 14
Burninz of refuse . s Bk
Cessnools ‘e e . 3
Drains and sanitary fittings N D
Ifiscellaneous . . L]

100

SANITARY DEFECTS & NOTICES

Teble , .. shows the number of defects found and the
notices aerved together with the resulta. It was not found
nezessary to lnstitute legal proceedings.

In certaln instances, works required by notice were not

carried out owing to war conditions, viz: evacuation, damage due
to enemy action, etc,



|
|
|
|
|
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Sub ject of Notice

Prelim=-
inary

Statu=-
tory

Muaber
Complied

with

Number
OQutstan-
ding at
end of

Year.

1fraventions of:-
Ilonsing Act,19363 Section 62 .
ileat Regulations, 1924 .
1.1k & Dalries Order, 1826 .
i‘actories Act, 1937
Rats &
shops Act, 19343 Section 10 .
Dampness ariaing from:-
Defective roofs
Defective eaves gutters .
Defective rainwater pipes .
Defective externsl polinting .
Other causes
Absence of ventilated foodstore
Tﬁflc .ive T'loors . .
Defective doors, cupboards, etc.
Defective internal plaster work
Defective window frames, sash
8, etce o [ .
‘cetive fireplaces, oven, etc.
Jefective chimney flues .
cctive yard paving

4 2 &

ctive wash=beoilers

- b B e
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L L]

L L

L

&

1 ]
.;’

fLibsernce of proper sink ..

fective sink waste-nipe
t7 condltion of roocma or

'.-"...'.EE":'-

\itary dus
ctive water cloatts .

- g

L & % L]

L]

llice Destruction bet 1919

-

-

tbins required .

ficient flush to water closet

:d drains
£ .. .-I.-q"l-: "_:Iﬁhina
ive sullies and cement
inzs .8 .
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1) reguliring cleansing
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HOUSE INSPECTION AND SANITARY IMPROVELENTS

During the yesr 19 houses were recorded under the Housing
Consclidated Regulations and 133 houses were rendered fit as a
result of informal action.

The fellowing table shows the details of sanitary im-
nrovements effected during the yveer:=-

TeA=Br R 1o
Roof's repaired Ve . ks -
Eaves gutters, rainwater »inecs rencwed or repalred
Cxternal walls repeired or repointed . .
Sub=floor ventilation »rovided . .o
Dampness abated b i ‘e .o 1

Plasterwork renaired, clecemsed or distempered
WWindow frames repasired, sash cords renewec
Stoves or firegratcs repaired or renewed

Floors rcpaired or renewed . "o
New baths fixed . . .
I'ev lavatory basins fixed o .
New impervious sinks fixed . .e

Existing waste-pipcs repaired or rcnewed

Ventilated food stores nrovided
Yerd paving renewed or repaired
Premises llimewashed .. .o
Dustbins provided .o v
Tew W.C. compartments constructed

L

"8

* & # & &4 B @ & & »

LI

Ww-C. compartments lizhted, repaircd and ventilated

L] - - - - - - - - -
-1

MUHEAODOMONHEWEREOOM I OOHH WO

New Pedestal pans fixed oo .o oo

Yew manholes provided .o i e

Exis=ting menholes renaired or coveres fixed .o

Flushing clsterns fixed or adjusted . n .o

New soil pipes or ventilation shafts flxed ..

Drzins repeired or new branch dralns lald "o 16

Drains or zullies winstopped and clcansed .o 15
~cumulations of mefuse, etc. romoved .. 6
scellansous S i Sie .o 22

FACTORIL ACT, 1937,
A During the ycar a total of 10 visits were made, & to
factorics with hu:hanlcul DOWET and 4 to factoriecs with non=-

=-1%=
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W]

=

RLTS A¥D IICE DESTRUCTION ACT, 1919.

During 1940, 1l comnlaints were recelved by the Dedartment

ith regard to rats and micc, as commared with 24 during the prsvious

=t n ]

Ao @

There are no largze granaries or warehouses in Dexhill and

e worl presented no ma jor problems and contlinued throuzhout the

DISINFECTION AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE

The number of visits paid uncder this heading during the year
s compered with 785 in 1939,

i
D
o
L)

.

Bedding 1s treatcd hy stesm at the disinfecting station and

the following table indicstes ths weriety and number of . articles dis=
nfccted or destroyed, and the number of rooms fumigated:-

TABLE I

ARTICLES DISINFECTED OR DESTROYED

V'earing apparel .. . 436
Beds ' . " 7
Mattresscs e s .o 249
Eiderdowns T i 132
Bols ters R . 23
Pillows B .8 339
Blankets . .e 495
Sheeta .. = e 134
L:iscc:l.lhnﬂous " "W 242

2,057

i

ROOMS FULIGATED

Diphtheria - . 10
Scarlect Fever . n . 32
Tuberculosis i S 8
Cancer . . o
Erysipeclas .o .y 1
:-:Lﬁﬂl':lﬂ - " . 4
Mubella . s o i
Mlasccllaneous .o . 27



(iv) Shons and 0fficces

The adminlstration of the proviaions of Scetion 10, Shops
het, 1934, relating to sanitary and other arrsngericnts for the health
of ‘ﬂvkcrs enploved in or aboul shops is carried out by the Public
Ilealth Denartment.

No complaints were rcceived during the year. Prohibition
of visitors and voluntary ta:aorary transfer of populction during the
le tter part of the vear resulied in the closure of many shops and the
reduction in staff of others. Conditions generally rsmained
catisfactorya

The following impnrovements were carried out during the yeari=-

Provision of heating anparetus .. 1
Provision of water closect .. gl

L1t the end of the year 33 offices were on the register.

(v) Camninz Sitcs

In Mareh, 1940, cemrning under the Defence Regulaticons was

prohiblted in the area qﬁu ne vub eoucnt work in this conﬂcnticn was
unccrtalen.

(vi) Smoke Abatement

Onc complzint was receivod during the yeer, bub, on in-
vestizgation, this was found to be without JUSt *catlon.

(viid}Suiminine Baths and Pools

(a) Public:

The Corpvoration Open-Air Swimmrin: Pool, in mg*rton Parlk,
is ccnipped with a modern filtration plsnt which provides for con-
tiripus Tiltration comvined with accurately-contrelled ¢hlorination

ith & four hour turn-over period.

Tro

samples of the pool water were submitted for examination,
boch of which were

very sstisfactory.

' There are no nrivately-owned swimming baths or pools open
to the public within the Borouch.

-5 -



(viii) Eradication of Bed Bugs

The number of houses found to ve Infested with vermin was
g5 followa:l=

Infested Disinfested
(2) Council houses o 4 (a) Council houses i 4
(b) Other houses e (b) Other houses e 3

The work of disinfestation is carried out by the Sanitary
Staff of the Public iHezlth Denartment and there has been no change
in (1) the methods employed for freeing infested houses from bed
uss, (2) the methods employed for ensuring that the belongzings of

cenants are free from vermin belfore removal to Comeil houses and

(3) the measures talien by way of supergvision or ecducation of tenants
to orevent infestation or re-infestation, from those described in
orevious reports.

4, Schools

The building of the new elenentary school was near com=
niletion at the conclusion of the year.

The genersl position with regaréd to hyziene in schools
rc.2ins unchanged.

The reccommendations contained in the Memorandum on
slosure end Excluszion from School, 1927, with regard to the means
"o be teken to prevent the spread of Infectious Disesse have been
follored, end 1t was not neccessary to close any school on sccount of
irfzctious Disease.

-l -
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General details with rezard to new houses erected, in-
spection of dwelling-houses, particulars of overcrowding, etc. are
submitted in the followlng tabular formt-

Number of new houses erected cduring the year:=-

(a} Total . . e . 14
(b) With State assistance undsr the Hsusins Acts:
(1) By the Local Authority e o o Nil
(11i) By private or comrercial enterprise ‘ Nil
(c) Without State assistance under the Housing ssts.
(1) By the Local Authority . .o oo Nil
(11) By private or commefcial enterorise . 14

l, Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the year

(1)(a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Acts) .. e T . 293
(b) Number of inspections made for ths purnose . 821
(2)(a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and re=
corded under the Housing Consolidated Regu=

lations, 1925 and 1932 . s . 19
(b) Number of inspections made for the purnose e 104
(3) Number of cwelling-houses found to be in a state
S0 dangerousa or in1urLsus to health as to be
unfit for human habitation g oo ‘e Nil
(2) Number of dwellinz-housss (exclusive of those

referred to under the :preceding sub-head)
found not teo bs in s8ll respects reasconably fit
for humsn hebitation e - i 143
2. Remedy of Defects durl ing the Year without Service of
Formal Notices

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequence of informel action by the Locali Authority
or their officers ‘o .o ’e . L33

.-1?_



sction under Statutory Powers durlng the Year

(a) Proceedings under Sections @, 10 and 18 of the
Housing Act, 1936:-

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices werc served requiring rcprairs .. ve

(2) Number of dwellin_-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formsl notices: _
(a) By owners - g5 ol o
(b) By Local iAuthority in default of owners .

(L) Proceadings under Public Health Acts:i-

(1) Wumber of dwellinz-houses in respect of which
notices were served rcauiring defects to be 3
PLMLﬂiEd " . " a . e

(2) Number of dwellin=> -hﬂuses in which defecta werse
remcdied after scrvice of formael notices:

(a) By owners .. ais & i
(b) By Local Authority jn dcfault of owncrs .

(c) Proccedinzs under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act, 1936:=-

(1) Number of dwellins=houses in respect of which

. Demollition Orders worec made _ . '
(2) Yumber of dwclling-liouscs demolished in vur-
suance of Dcmolition Orders . .o .

) Proccedings under Seetion 12 of the Housing fLct, 1956%-
(L) Muber of scparate tonements or underground

rooms in recspect of which Closing Orders were

made . . P s ‘e
Number of separatce tencments or unéerground

rooms in respcet of which Closing Orders wcre
determincd, the tencmcent or room having been
FLH&GPCd fit e (] . e (] L

lousing Act, 1936 = Part 1V - Overcrowding

Number of dwellingzs overcrowded at end of year
Number of famillca dwelling therein .. .
Numbcr of pcrsons dwelilng thereln . .e
uber of new cescs of overcrowding reported during

s
.."'F.-P [ - w L e e ‘."._ & 4

[+ 2

)
1]
(1114 )

Nil

Nil
il

Nil
Nil

Nil
Nil

Nil

Nil

00 b=

Nii



4, Housinz Aet, 1936 - Part LV = Overcrowdin~s (Continucd)

(¢) (i) Number of cases of overcrowding reclicved

during the ycar S S5 s .o 6 4

(ii) Numbcr of noursons concorncé in such cescs e 47

(d) Number of cases in vhich dwelling-houses have again
become overcrowdcd after the Local Authority have
talkten steps for thc abatement of overcrowding o Nil

s
7

(¢) Other particulars:

(1) Numbcr of cascs of overcrowding rclieved in

houses owncd by thce Local Authority . -

(1i) Numbsr of cases of overcrowding relieved in
non=Council houses e . .e . 2

(11i) Number of cascs of overcrowding rclieved by
voluntary removal to non=Council houscs .o Nil

(iv) Number of cases of overcrowding relicved by
reduction in family .. . v .o 6

# Overcrowding in these cases was relieved
by Evacuation and may be rcgarded as
temporary.

-aﬁ-
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FOOD

(a

and premises that were registered under the lilk and Dairies Order,

1926, at the conclusion of 1940, and particulars of the licences that

were

Cowkeepers and

Cow and

Millk Supply

The accompanying table gives the total number of persons

granted under the liilk and Dairies (Special) Designations Orders
1936 and 19382~

keepers

Retail Purveyors of

Fremis

Producer's and Bottler's Licence to sell milk as Accredited
to sell milk

Producer's Licence
Fasteuriser's Licence to sell milk

Dealerts Licence

to

Purveyors of

as

WWholesale Purveyors of Nilk
Rethodl
e 180
es as Cowsheds or Dalries

111k

L

L

LN |

Aeeredited

as Pasteurised
Bottler's Licence to sell milk as Tuberculin Tested
sell milk as Tubercullin Tested

Dealer's Licence to sell milk as Pasteurised

[ N

-

"

[ ]

A total of 125 visits were made by the Sanitary
Thirty-three

S oI T ST S

Insepctors

1!3'

to cowsheds, dairies and milkshops cduring 1940,
samples of milk were submitted for exaninatinn, the ﬂcsults of which
are shown in the following table:=-
TABLE [
5 | NON - GRADED GRADED
| MILK MILK Inoculation
\HEA Examined by Examined by £ Phosphatase i
liethylene Elue Prescribed e aQ
j & Tests Tuberculosis Tests Shi
| Coliform Tests i 3 g S
FRODUCTION | Satis=|Unsatis| Satis=-|Unsatis|Posi=|lNega=| Satis=|Unsatis| ©
A ifactory|factory|factory|factory| tive |tive [factory|factory
i
BEXHILL 7 3 - - - 5 2 - 17
VARIOUS o il 2 - - 7] 1l - 16
TOTALS 14 - 2 - - 10 3 - 33



lleat and Other Foods

During thes year a total of 607 visits were made by the
Inspectors to shops, stalls, vehicles and other premlses vhere food
is s0ld, prepared or storecd. The hyvgienic conditions in shops can
be considered as being very satisfactory.

There are three slaughterhouses within the Borough, two
of vhich are licensed and one registered. tlhen the Regional Scheme
vas introduced in January, 1940, slaughtering within the Borough was
cdiscontinued. The following table shows the number of animals wvhich
were kKilled and inspected during the month of Januery, beins the total
number of anmials slauzhtercd within the Borough during the year:

Cattle .. . o
CO"-.-'. 3 & w 8 1
Calves . ‘e 6
Sheep & lambs E i |
Pl 23 " . 82
Total . .o 104

‘ The following teble gives details of the meat and food
condemned during the year:

TABLE 13

—

SUMIIARY OF IIEAT AND FOCD _CONDEMNED

Total wei-ht

CULCETIS lbs in 1bs.
Poi'k 2 2 plgs and offal .. 16T 167

DISELSED CONDITIONS

~iztion: 5 lambs .o 94
.llancoust . i LEOD 2l4

lASE) EY ENEMY ACTION

B - -l-‘l;'l . W - . . - . & BE‘
ilazellaneous: . .o . 464
- do = (weshed up by sea) oo | S 773
TOTAL .. -4 1,154 1bs

|
i
|
|

==



L e e e e

]
|
; } No. Genuine No. Adultcrated
e 2 taken i
Nl cGLe [
Formal Informal Formal Informal Formal Infcrmal4
i B 11 89 11 89 Neone Tonc
|
ari : - 3 - o - llone
]
- B | = 30 - 30 - lone
SIS 1 1 - 13 1 Hone
]
fieo ; - L5 - 5] - None
r-arine , - 2 : 2 = one
i i
sly ! 2 I 5 4 2 1
I

Lduiterstion, etc.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938,

During the year 30 applications were recceived for the
fezistration of Premiscs used in comnection with the menufacture or
sale of Ice Cream, Prcscrved Food, ete. The premises were in-
anceted and in each case it was poseible to recommend the issue of
the nceessary licence.

The following information has kindly becn supplied by the
County Medlcal Officcr of Eealth:-

During the yecar, one prosscution was instituted in respect
of a sample of Scotch Whisky resulting in a fine of 5gns. and 4 gnas.
costs., Cautions wcrc given in respect of onc adultcrated sample of
whisky and one sample of sausages.

The following table is & summary of the samples taken under
the Food and Drugs Act during the vear:-

TABLE ™

' Fo. of Samplcs

=



LTHE (PRESLAVATIVES,

&C. IN FOOD) REGULATIONS 1925 to 1939.

The following sa=uples were taken during the year under the
above Hegulations:-

TABLE IS
No. of Samples Y No. T 1 ST an
et Rdlian o. Satlsfactory lo. Unsatisfactory
Formal Informal Formal Informal Formal Informal
| |
Dacon - =] - S - -
|
Crea - S i - 9 - -
|
| ‘argarine - | 2 | - 2 = -
i i
| Sausazes 1 5t - 11 P -
Lzerd 1 - 1 - - -
| substituts
|
# Caution given

e




PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIQUS AND OTHER DISEASES

Prevalence of MNotifiable Infectious Diseases

There has been no change curing the year in the infectious
diseases compulsorily notifiable to the lledical Officer of Heglth.

The year 1940 had no outstanding features with regard to
the incidence of infectious disease within the Borough; there was,
however, an absence of cases of Puerperal Pyrexia and Ophthalmia
Neonatorum, a slight decrease in the number of cases of Diphtheria and
an increase in the number of cases of Scarlet Fever, as compared with
the previous year,

The incidence of infectious disease amongst evacuees, who
resided in the Borough until Bexhill ceased to be a recention area at
the end of June, 1940, was negligible.

The following table shows the number of cases notified, the
number of cases admitted to Isolation Hospital, and the total deathsi-

?ABLE 1
] Deaths
Notificatlons|Cases admitted|including in-
Disease received to Hospital ward transfers
! %r:Ellgﬂx . w '] " ", =
| Scarlet Fever .o 19 16 -
| Diphtheria .. e il 1l =
| Interic Fever . 1 1 b
; Pneumonia .. e 8 - 19
I Ac. Inf. Encephalitls - - 1
| Cerebro-spinal liening. 2 2 =
| ZErysipelas ., . 2 1 1
llecsles v Y 26 1 =
ihooping Cough .o 81 9 1
| Observation cases .. - 4 -
| 1iscellaneous oo - 4 —
Total .. ST 150 45 el




Diphtheria Immunisatién

Et the beginning of the year, a scheme was lnaugurated
for the Immunisation against Diphtheria, free of charge, for
children under five years of aze and of the Elementary Schools, in
acdition to facilities already existing.

Twenty-nine clinies were held during the year at which
1,64E attendances were recorded. The following table shows the
number of children immunised.

TABLE 17 'L
Number of children immunised:

Under 5 years .. .o e 130

Over O years .. .o e 4370

Number of children who attended clinic, but did not
complete full course of immunisation:
Under 5 years .. .o .o 12

Over 5 years .. . ‘e 101

Cancer

The number of deaths certified as being due to Cancer was
€4, 26 males and 38 females, as compared with a total of 59, 22 males
end 57 females in 1939,

The Death Rate per 1,000 population was 2.8.

Tuberculosis

During 1940, formal notifications under the ilegulations
cre recelved In respect of 6 cases of Pulmonary and 2 cases of Non-
Fulmonary Tuberculosis, as compared with 14 and 2 respectively during
he previous year.

In addition, 6 cases were broughtto the notice of the
artnent from the undermentioned sources:=
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary

Ueath licturns of cases not previously
notified s P ' e 2 5

Transfers from other areas .. o 3 -

Notifications of admission and discharge
to and from a hospital outside the
Borouzh of a case not previously :
notified .. .. .o .o 1 o

- aL.



* Cases of Tuberculosis notified within the Borouzh come under
the control of the East Sussex County Council. Ixaminations are
undertalken at the Dispensary in London Road.

Official notification of this discase is fairly good. No
action was found necessary under the Public Health (Prevention of
Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, or under Section 172 of the Public

' Health Act, 1936.

The following table shows the total number of cases coming to
the notice of the Department, either by primary notification or other-
wise, during the year, together with the total number of deaths,
classified into age groups:-

T A B LUE 1%
¢ ¥
New Cases Deaths i
Age : {
Bibossis ! Respiratory |Non-Respiratory] Respiratory Non-Respiratory
Male !Female| Male |Female | Male [Female | Male |Female
! !
1 - 5 - - - l - - = -
5 - 15 - - - - - - - - i
25 = 35 - 4 - - - 4 = -
35 = 45 1l 1 - - 1 - - -
l‘ ‘-'T'Er - 55 1 - - - l - - =
1:“.;';? 6-".'_} - —_— - - - 1 - -
i . .
j' -—r"}d_‘_]‘l___-_\, ; == r? - E 5 ! 5 - =

?=rcentage of non-notified deaths to totdl deaths: 25%

Tuberculosls Death Rate per 1,000 estimated population:

Pulmonary .. . 54
Non=-Pulmonary 1 il
All forms .. . 4

The number of cases of Tuberculosis remaining on the Register
at the end of 1940 was as follows:~-
Male Female Total

Pumon&r‘y e " 25 22 47
Non-Pulmonary .. . 8 13 21
33 55 68

..3';.'..-
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