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Vaccination.

I have been furnished with the following figures through the
kindness of the Vaccination Officer, Mr. Cane :—

1902 1903 Igo4 Igos Igo6 1go7 1908
Births during the year ... 280 244 244 237 267 250 297
Successfully vaccinated ... 255 231 205 210 224 2IT 217

Removed unvaccinated ... 19 Ig a3 <150 Ix a2y 9
Exemptions under Sec. I1. 2t CTE 24 29 gh Sgy on
Summons under the Act ... I - — 3] - - —
Convictions o 1 - - 3 = = =

Medical Inspection of Elementary School Children.

In July I was appointed by the Education Committee, after
submitting to them a report on the Education (Administrative
Provisions) Act, 1go7, as School Medical Officer for the medical
inspection of school children as required by this Act.

The matters which, according to the circular 596 of the Board
of Education, mostly concern the Medical Officer of Health, apart
from the examination of the children, are the general sanitary con-
ditions of the schools, and the relation of these to the health of the
scholars ; the relation of home surroundings and social conditions to
the physical condition of the children; the action taken to prevent

.the spread of infectious diseases; the results of instructions in
hygiene ; physical exercises and open air schools.

With the exception of the ordinary steps taken to prevent
infectious disease, and one or two matters connected with the sanitary
condition of the schools, none of the other points have received
special attention, but I hope during the next year to devote more
attention to the other matters mentioned in the circular.

A report of the result of the examination of the children which
was made during the last quarter of the year has been presented to
the Education Committee.

Report on the Medical Examination of Scholars in the Public
Elementary Schools in the Borough of Bexhill.

To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMEBERS OF THE Epucation CoMMITTEZE.
Lapies aND GENTLEMEN,

The medical examination of the children attending the Public
Elementary Schools in the district as required by Section 1 3 of the
Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907, was last year
(1go8) limited to the scholars who had been admitted since April 1,
and those who were leaving befcre December 31.  There were 3560
children examined, 184 boys and 172 girls,
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Rickers.—One case of rickets in a child of eight years.

DerormiTiES, SPINAL Diseases, Etc.—One case of wry neck,
two of flat feet, one hare lip and cleft palate, three bifid uvula, one
of lateral curvature of spine, two unilateral deformity of chest, one
flat chest, one slight club foot.

Other Diseases anp Derecrs.—Seven children had slight
enlargement of thyroid, three cases of eczema, and five cases of
an®mia.

EYES.—A total of 388 children were examined, of whom 208
were boys and 180 girls.

Dr. A. Hallidie, Ophthalmic Surgeon, of St. Leonards, was
appointed to carry out the ophthalmic examination.

Diseases, ETc.—Nineteen cases of strabismus, all convergent,
eight of the right eye, and eleven of the left. Nine cases of chronic
conjunctivitis, five cases marginal eczema of the lids, two cases
meibomium cysts, one case of colaboma of the iris, and one case
optic atrophy.

Vision.—The ordinary method of examination wasadopted, the
child standing at a distance of six metres from the type. The type
used was of sizes that should be read by the normal eye at distances
of 35, 4, 5, 6, g, 12, 18, 24, 36 and 60 metres., If the child could
read the six metre type and none smaller the vision is indicated as

6: if the 60 metre line and none smaller it is indicated as 6-60.
Each eye was tested separately. In classifying the children accord-

to their acuity of vision, vision of 6-6 and better is called good,

vision of 6-g and 6-12 fair, vision of less than 6-12 bad. When the
vision of the two eyes differ the child is classified by the vision of
the best eye. Only twelve of the 388 children wore glasses, and if
others had their proper correcting glass, some now classified as fair
would be good, and some now classified as bad, fair. Inthe various
schools there were 289 good, 85 fair, and 14 hml representing the
following percentages: 74'48 good, 21°g1 fair, 361 bad. Thirty-
eight cases, or roughly 10 per cent., of those examined should be
further examined under atropine, and suitable glasses prescribed.
Of the remaining 350 a number even among those whose wvision is
marked good, may now or subsequently .lmg'er from eyestrain, and
need the as=sistance of spectacles,

The parents were present at the examinations in about two-
thirds of the cases. There were three objections to the examination,
but after a short talk with the parents, consent was given. In the
majority of cases the examination was welcomed rather than
objected to. Three children were evidently purposely kept from
school to avoid the examination. A good many children in whom
defects were found were or had recently been under treatment for
the same. The teachers at the various schools rendered me every
assistance in the examination, the height, weight, and condition of
clothing being in most cases recorded by them. In the case of the
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