[Report 1919] / Medical Officer of Health, Bewdley Borough.

Contributors

Bewdley (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1919

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/a7w3zjp7

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode










Infant Mortality.

Birth Rate.

Water Sunply.

Drainage and
Sewapge.

River
Contamination.

4

Eight persons belonging to the district died out-
side it, and one person, not belonging to the distriet,
died in it, making the total number of deaths of per-
sons belonging to the district for the year 37, giving a
nett death rate of 1393 per 1,000 of the population.

Five deaths of children under ohe year of age were
registered, giving a rate of 104 per 1,000 children
born.

There were 48 births registered during the year,
giving a rate of 1736 per 1.000 of the population.
This very low birth rate is, no doubt, accounted for by
the number of young men who were absent on military
gervice. In the first quarter of the year the deaths
actually exceeded the births in number.

The water supply is from a deep well and bore
hole in the new red sandstone, situated in the Parish
of Wribbenhall, on the east bank of the Severn. It is
pumped into two reservoirs, one for the higher part of
the town, the other for the lower part, from which there
1s a constant supply, and no possible source of contam-
ination.

From the lower, larger, reservoir the Urban District
of Stourport, and the Parish of Wribbenhall, also
receive their water supply.

The supply 18 practically unlimited in quantity and
of first rate quality, as has been proved by periodical
analysis,

The main sewers of the district are, in most cases,
in the course of natural streams, and consequently,
though in rather dilapidated condition in parts, kept
very well flushed, except in very dry weather, and the
sewage is discharged, in a crude state, into the river
Severn,

The volume of sewage, however, is so small, com-
pared with the volume of water into which it flows, the
current of the river so swift, and the nature nf’the
river bed such, that no ill effect of the contamination
are apparent.
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Clozet There are 348 Water Closets in the distriet, 85
coommodation. X
3 "™ Pail Closets, and 132 Middens.

There is a steady improvement in the number of
Water Closets, there being now 30 more than in 1915.

Scavenging. The Scavenging is done by the Corporation Worlk-
men, the house refuse being deposited on a piece of
waste ground in the vieinity “of the town, and the night
soil removed to a distant farm where it is put on the
land.

I.’l'pﬂt"“{ During the year 221 visits of inspection were made
by the Sanitary Inspector, either alone or in my com-
pany, and 71 notices of Sanitary defects, including 9
statutory notices, were served by him,

Owing to the great shortage of labour in the build-
ing trades it has been difficult for owners of property
to ﬂﬂl‘ﬂp]}’ with the notices, but, in most cases, the
necessary work has been done.

Schools. ‘The Public Elementary Schools are in a satisfactory
Sanitary condition, and their water supply is good.

Milk Supply. The Milk Supply is in the hands of several small
farmers, who, in most cases, are also the distributers,
=0 there is no chance of contamination in storage, but
the condition of some of the cow-houses is by no means
satisfactory.

Slaughter Houses There are now only two Slanghter Houses in the
district, which are fairly satisfactory.

One old registered Slaughter House, which had
fallen into dmuse, was refused a license to re- open
owing to its unsuitable position, and the impossibility
of making the premises comply with the Bye-laws.

There were six cases in which nnsound meat or
carcases were condemed and destroyed during the year.
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There was a very severe epidemic of Influenza in
the early part of the year, but, fortunately, only one
person died of the disease.

There was also an outbreak of Measles in July and
August, 38 families being affected, and the Schools
being closed from August 18th, to September 6th, but
no deaths were caused by it.

Two cases of Diphtheria were notified, both in the
same family, one of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, two of
other forms of Tubereulosis, one of Pneumonia, whieh
was fatal, two of lirysipelas, and two of Malaria in
discharged soldiers. Two cases died of Tubereulosis
during the year.

The wmajority of parents do not now have their
children vaccinated, onlv 10 babies, out of 48 born,
being vaccinated by the PPublic Vaccinator during the
year.

This state of affairs is growing worse from year to
year, those who do have their children vacecinated being
mostly of the better educated class, who, in the event
of an outbreak of Small-pox, would be least in need
of protection.

Severe cases of Sickness or Accident, and cases in
need of operation, generally go to the Kidderminster
Infirmary, and the infirm poor, who cannot be

properly cared for at home, to the Kidderminster Union
Infirmary.

~ There is a standing agreement with the Kidder-
minster Corporation that cases of Scarlet Fever and
Small Pox may be sent to their Isolation Hospital.

There are 19 Workshops on the register, and four
Bakehouses. 27 Inspections have been made during

the year, and four notices served, which have been
complied with,





















