[Report 1944] / Medical Officer of Health, Benfleet U.D.C.

Contributors

Benfleet (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1944

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/fhrahxch

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

URBAN DISTRICT OF BENFLEET.

ANNUAL REFPORT
of the

NEDICAL OFPFPICER OF HEALTH,

(Herman Lorraine, M.D., Ch,B.,D. P H. ,F.R.8.E. )
including THE REPORT of the

SENIOR EAHITART;!' INSPECTOR

(J. E. Gilbert, ¥.R.3anI.,1L5.1.A,)

for

19 4 b



in 2017 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b28917509



l1--

ANNUAL REFURT O ' THE MEDICAL OFFICLL OF HEALE FOR THE YEAR 19L4.

Fublic Health Department,
London Road,
HITLEIGH, Essex.

To the Chairman and Membera of the
Urban District Council of Benflect.

lir. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the henour of prescnting for your fonsideration my
Fifteenth Annual Report on the health and sanitary ciroumstances of
your Urban Distriet, for the year 194.

In sccordance with the Ministry of Health Cirecular L3/45,
of the 19th March, 1945, this is intended to be an interim report.

Throughout the year, the sympathetic consideration and
assistence of the Council have been a great help.

I am especially indsbted to all membeors of the staff of the
department for their loyal co-cperation and assistance.

i
T beg to remain, '
Your cbedient Servant,
NORAN LORRATHE.

H}D-p, I’.[.B., ChlEll, FgH.EllEq.l D.Pﬁiil;
EIDIP’ISI mini E.rlﬂ 1i.l Fl:’?-ﬂ- G].:'.'I.S.

July, 1945.

SECTICN A. STATISTICS AND SOCIAL OONDITICHS OF THE AREA.

Ares (in ascres) .es "nn i e 6,370
Number of irhsbited houses (end of 1944)

according to Hate Book ... il Sisa 5,570 approx.
Rateable Value see  £108,295
Sum represented by a permy rate wuis “a &40

In the above snd following statistics, seversl
routine detpils are amitted, as non-essential.

ZATRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR,

Total, Ms Fs

—_—

Live Births: 282 156 126 Birth Rate per 1,000 of the
gstimated resident population
Legitimate 256 ik 112 R [ T,
Illegitimate 25 12 1L
Still Births: 11 £ 5 Rate per 1,000 total (live
and still) births
Legitimate 10 6 i SR 7
I1legitinete 1 - 1
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Ze

- Totals s e
Death Hote per 1,000 of
Deaths: 227 123 104 the estimated resident
- population 5
er 139 a4
# The Comparability Factor iz not aveilable
for 1944, owrinz to war conditions.
Deaths fron puerperal conscs:
F'.!GI':_'-'G:L‘;'.!J. 5'.1"_. siﬁ W TN .- W -y ]Elll
Qther maternal causcs pes P vaw Hil.
Death Rate of Infants undar ene year of ape:
Total nwmber of inf'ant deaths Siaie i 15
-ll inf:‘ﬂtﬂ I:'l.':.-"r|I 1,‘:":'0 li'u"ﬂ birthﬂ aaw % w F}EUE
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate
live births rr A e w “ew :_:‘Il-l?
Tllegitinate infants per 1,000 illepitimate
i"q"'{! birthﬂ aa e ' s u 5516

TABLE COF T IRTH, DEALTH /IND INFANT MORTALITY RATES.

Birth Rate. Death Rate. Infant Mortality

Rate.

1933 Ao d 12.3 28.9

1950 12.2 15. 2 L3.2

1941 1o 1549 391

1902 5.3 hu7 LL.h

1943 6.3 16.2 L7.2

1944 17.3 139 53.2

DEATHS AT VARTOUS LGES DURTHG 194
O E AT H 8. No. of deaths
fLpe. No. in atwrard Trurard f;lz?ﬂ;ﬁfﬁ
district. | Transfers. |transfers. i y

Under 1 year 1 - 1 15
1 and under 2 = = - o
2 i i 5 - — - -
5 . " 45 1 = 1 2
1i (1] " E-::" 1 - 1 E
25 " 35 e = F 9
35 ® m oS - - 5 5
K5 ® LT T - 10 17
55 " " '—5‘_5, 1? 5 12 z?
;‘j": " 1" 'IF.:-f ja 1 5} ?ﬂ
75 and upwardz. 62 2 27 50
" POTAL,: | 129 12 | 140 227
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CAUSES OF DEATH DN THE URBAN DISTRICT OF EEIFLERT DURING 190ds.

Hale, Female. Total.

A1l ceuses e i fi 123 100, 287
a5 Typhoid and Paratyphoid favers ite - - -
2v Gerﬂbrc-spinul Iever e . oy Lo -
G aoarlaet fever s P i - - -
&% Whooping cough Wi o e - 2 z
-:5'" I;Ii'_l:'ht-hi:]‘.‘i{;l. L] L] LN L. - -
fs  Tuberculosis of respiratory syatem id 10 2 12
Ia Other forms of tuberoulosis i) i = - =
8. Syphilitic diseases ., s . I = o
9.. Influen'.’.:a e o # - W - - -

11:'. :;ﬂﬂsleg .8 s s W - - -
11. fecute polic=myelitis and polio=encephalitis = = i
12, ascute infective encephalitiz |, A = o
13.  Caneer of bue: cav: and ossoph:(1) ute s(F) - 2 5
1hs  Canger of stomach and ducderum e 2 2 L
15‘1 Canter of Dreast e i wa - 5- 5
16,  Cancer of all other sites e & 11 - 18
1?. :‘i&bﬂ'tﬂﬂ (] s e -w - - -
18, Intra-cranial vasculer lesions e B 10 18
19« Heart disease . ‘e i LT 33 a0
20. Other disenszes of eirculetory ayvotem s 5 i g
21s Eronchitis i s e [ & 12
22. :':‘:‘lE.“l.'r.'I.Gnia LR - u "E 3 L ?
23« Other respiratory diseases ‘e ‘e - - -
2l Ulcer of stomach or ducderun .. i 2 - o]
2%  Diarrhoes under 2 ycars of ar i 1 o 1
25- .--.1.'I_T.'!f.:1",ﬂiﬂiti$ . i w W - — =
27+ Other digestive dizc-ses e .e 2 L &
28. r:ﬂ?hritiﬁ e -w e - - -
249, Fuer: and post-abort: sepsis ., . - - -
30¢  Other maternsl canses ‘e .. - - -
31 . Fremoture birth L .a wa 2 2 i
52« Con. mzl birth inj: dis: e S 2 L [
33- Suicide s " e E _-‘i :j E
J4s Road traffic sceidents . e 1 1 2
35. Other violent eauses .. - 3 2 5
36  Al1 dher causes . i e 13 11 2l

SECTICN B. GENERLL FROVISION OF HRALTH SERVICES FOR THE :RRA,

In respect of (&) Laboratory Facilities, (b) Ambulance Facilitiecs,
(2) Nursing in the Home, (4) Treatment Centres and Clinies and (o) Hospitals,
there are no essentinl changes to note.

SECTICN C, SANITARY CIRCUMETANGCES QF THE AREA,

Water Supply. Approximately 9507 of the dwelling houses and
- e =
of the population in this distriet are supplicd with water from the meins
of the Scuthend Waterworks Caupany, and in all but eight cases, the water

iz supplied dircet to the houszes; the eisht properties mentioned bodng:

served by mesns of standpipes. The surply is constant, sufficiont in
quantity and of high quality, Three samples of this water were taken

during the year and sutmitted for bacteriological and chemicsl examinations »
and 21l were hizhly satisfactory. Bacteriological and chemical exsminations
wale also made of the raw water by the inalyst enmloyed by the Scuthend
Waterwerks Company and by the Counties Fublic Health Laboratories. The
results have been consistent with a bure and wholesome water, suitable for
public surply purposes,

Of the 5% of the dwellin: houses =nd population of this district
not supp’ied with madin water, the najority rely upon supplies from raine
Water tanks, although : fer dwellings ore suzplied by private wells.
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be

35 ecmplaints of shortage of water were received during the sumer months
and water was delivered wher: needed in suitable tanks at individual dwelling
houses, Four samples froom private wells were taken during the year, two
were reported as asatisfoctory snd two as unsatisfactory. One unsatisfactory
semple showed evidence of lead contaminction and =11 le-d Piping connected
to the well was removed. The other @welling with an impure water sunply
wos comected to the mater mains.

Drainage. During the year ten premises were connected to the
sower and extensions or irprovenents were earried out to the drainage of
saven exigting buildines,

Fublic Cleansing, This service functioned satisfactorily
throughout the year and efforts to salvage 21l materials of wvalue to the
war effort were continued, 103 dustbina were scld to property owmers,

Pactories Agt, 1937. Twenty-one inspections were nede and sixty-
one outworkers werc visited, lic notices were served under the lct,

lofecticus Disease. Seventy=five visits were made to Prenisea
after Notifications of Infecticus Discazes. 14 houses were disinfected.

General, i total of 3,821 visits end inspections were made
during the yeer, 127 inspections were nade on receipt of complaints and
53 Notices under the Fublic Health et =nd the Housing Act wore served,

43 Hotices were coamplied with Auring the yoear, 11 Stotutory Notices
under the Public Health jct were served. Advice on the eradication of
rats and mice was giwen in 10 cases.

SECTION T, HOUSTIG,
Pitness of Houscr, Housc wo house inspections under the Housing

(Censolide¥ed) Reaulations, 1925 and 1932 were susperded in September, 1939,
owing to cther calls beins nade on the time of Designated 0ffieecrs,

o totel of L52 heusing vigits were nede, including surveys in
sccordance with the Ministry of Health Circular 2871, with o view to
increasing the housing sececrmodation in the distriet. 56 Certificates of
Essentielity were issued to ensble owners to proceed with essentinal building
sperations. Four unfinished houses wore campleted and cecupied, Sixteen
houses were requisitioned to agcomsdnte beorbed=cut fanilies and families
inadequately housed.

SECTI(N E. DISFECTICN AND SUFERVISION OF FOOR.

At December, 194, six fams used for the production of milk and
1€ retail purveyors of milk were registered. 23 sanples of milk were
taken for bactericlogieal exsainations of which nuriber seven were unsatis-
factorys Those Tams at which the unsatisl’actory samples were taken were
glven advice on the production of elean nilk snd imrevenants were effected.
In one case the ercction of a new cowshed and dairy to replace the existing
structure unsuitsble for the purpose, was cormenced. OF the samples taken,
16 were of undesignated rmilk (6 unsatisfactory) and 7 were of designated
milk (1 unsatisfactory). 41 visits were nade to cowsheds and 12 to
dairies and milk shops,

i1k (Special Desisnations) Orders, 1936 and 1938. Dealers
,licerces were izsued 23 follows:—

Tuberculin Tested Milk. ls
Pasteurised Milk, T

Hezt Inspection, 369 wisita were made to the Ministry of Food
Slaushtechouse, Cross Ferm, Hadleigh, and the carcases =nd omrans of 5,362
Tood animals wers inspected; of these 1,129 were cows, 510 of which were
effected in same degree by ‘ubereulosis, £11 neat found to be unfit for
humsn consumption was suitshly disposed of by the Hindstry of Foods
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He

Food and Ia:'uifs hot, 12;3. 219 visits were nnde to various
food premises durin: the year angd the following foods were surrendered by
Tocd traders as being unfit for human consutption: -

425 cans millk: 69 cans meat: 4 cans fruit; 109 cane fish:

7 cans Vegetables: 9 canz soup: 18 cans Jan: 300 egms;
163%1bs. cheese: 10211bs, bacon: #1b. ten: 801bs. buttor:
1831bs. margarine: 1lcwks. sugar: 2 tins dried milk:

33 cans mommalade: N-lbs. biscuits: 28 cans beans ;

121bss Semolina: 121bs. cake flour: 2lba. Lard: J0lbz. split
Peas: 6 cans pess: 1 jar plekles: 8411bs, Oranges: 2 jars
fish paste: 331bs. beef: 1 Palr ox lunss,

The usual sampling was caried out by the Essex County Council
wno are the Food and Druss Authority for the aroe.

The facts =nd figures shown under Scctions C, D and E; have
been provided by the Senior Sanitary Inapector,

SEOTICN ¥,  FREVALINCE OF, D GONTROL OVER, THFECTIOUS
ITD OTHER DISELSES.

The general health condition of the District for 194L im
eninently satisfactory. Particulars of all cases of notifiable
infectious disensc occurring during the year will be found in the table
on page 7.

Copared with the year 1943, 194 shows that there has been
2 reduction in the incidence of Scoarlet Fever. I an pleased to be sble
to report that not a single case of diphtheriz vms notified in the Distriet
during 1944, This is notable as since the inception of the Urban District,
thiz has never previcualy ccourrcd. There was & slight undue
prevalence of Whooping Cough throurhout the District which was Feneral
threughout the country,

Tubereulosia,

I a1 unaware of any undue incidence of this disense associated
with any local cause or condition.

During 1944, 19 cases of tuberculeosis were notified;: =

Mala, Ferala, Total.,

Pulmonary 9 ] 14
Non=Pulmonary 3 2 L]

It iz regretted that durin: the rear, there were twelve deaths
fron tuberenleosis: -
Male, E'l.'.‘:l'.'.l-'.".lﬁi Total.

Pulncnary 10 e i2
Non=Pulnonary - = -
Scabiea.

The elinic estoblished at the First 41d Post was available at
any tine by sppoinfment for the out=patisnt treatnent of patients, in
conjunction with the nursine staff o the Casunlty Services, Civil Defenca,
attached to the Post, by arrangement with the Schene-making Authority.

The treatrent which is zivan cn a "family undt" basis involves
o bath and ths use of 25 per cent, ermlaion of Benzyl Bengoate as recomended
in the Memorandun of the Ministry of Henalth, 229/lied, revised June, 1942,

The following teble shows the nurber of notificaticns recelved
end the rumber of pationts treosted during the year:=
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.'Liii.llt-t'- " = _'..' ;.-"I‘_:’-_- Ul'.lﬂ\'..'r' 5 Y3 TD‘t&ln
Hotifications 33 2l 7 6l
Trootmonts 51 Iy 11 106 =

¥ Of this mumber, 16 nale persons were treated by
the Sanitary Inspechtors.

Venerenl Diseazes.

Regulation 33B doea not cone within the purview of the logal
sanitery anthority.

Diphtheria Irmunisation.

The Scheme in this diatrict is prosressine satizfactorily but
the migratory nature of the population adds to the local difficulties.

The fact that there were no deaths from, or notifications of,
diphtheria during the yeer tended to camse parents of children to be more
coplacent in respect of accepting the offer of froc irmunisation, although
the figures in respect of the 5-15 sge group for this district are Very
satisfonctory.

L% the end of December, 1944, the percentage of child population
considered to be immunisced was as hercunder:-

Under 5 years. b=15 years.
602 89, 158

Yol mﬂﬂ - GENERALL wllirliHHE-

In this District, the health during the war years reveals an
encouraging ond cheerful picture, slthoush the department hed to work under
heavy difficulties fron time to tine. There has been no evidence of any
epidenic of a sericus nature, infceticus disemses in meneral have been well
centrolled, althcush the incidence of Infective Jsundice should be noted.

The highest birth rate was reached in 1944, when the rate fox
the district was 17.3 per 1,000 of the estinnted resident population, and
the lowest death rate in 1939, when it weas 12.3 per 1,000 of the catinated
resident populaticn, The infant nortality rate in 1939 was as low as
28.9 per 1,000 registered live births, ccrpared with 5040 for Englond and
Wales, which was a very Pavoursble camparison, and it will be recalled that
the infant mortality rete of a district is one of the nost relisble guides
to the health of the community,

It is worthy of nention that the vitanin supplements, the national
milk scheme end meals in schools have helped naterially to improve the health
of the children, and the children of to-doy are the citizens of tomorrow.

In uy view, the soundly besed health serviees in this distriet
fave stood up extremely well to the stroins and stresses, :
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NOTIFLABLE DISRISES (OTimR THALT ﬂ.mwwm.wﬁg..ﬁu DURTNG THE YEAR 194, .

Cases included in Weekly Returns. B - s ibutioy Rex,
NOTIFIAELE At Ages He 5 =2
DISEASE AL 1 0 14 f2 |3 L 2 [10]15]| 20 35] 45 65 S 2135 m e
ages  to |toltofto|to| to| to | to | 1o toftoland | 22 o &5 (T
T 12 |3 |& |5 |10]15)20] 35 | s5] 65 overd 8 o | B % 2a | 2
S REER = = =1
Scarlet Fever 5 19 ==l | g e = - g - & 518 |12
(2) (2) (2)] (2)
ﬂHM\W.._..H,__..._h.wH.u.-H. - - - - - - - - - — —_ —-— - - B - - - — -
scute Prinary ang
Influenzal Preumonia 16 1 flli= A =il ] =l fe IS 4 - - 10| =6 |9
|
Ervsipelas " a & = b (I () (R i B R - |4 1 B - | & -1z |1
H
Fuerperal Pyrewia il | (N A e ) (SRR RS [ i | - 1 = =R [
licasles e 20 = i (W (e R o Pt B S vt [ [T [ - = - 2 |10 (8 |9
Whooping Cough .. 143 110 119 |45 | &8 |45 47 e ) B R [ 2 L 2 39 |48 |56 |61
Dysentery ws 1 it T i |t ey ) (SRl ST (e 15 - - - - |- 1 |-
jcute Infective Hepatitis 17 G |GG Wi IE 8 e G ) -8 ST S - - - > 15 |9 (8
Hilitery Notifications.
...ruuw..nw1.1|.m._.|nw ﬁ.ﬁ.k..-_-nHH- - 4 - . - - - — - = .— = - - .i
fente Infective Hepaiitis 3 ! Ve e ) B S (SR R I e - 3

Pipurea in Parcntheses indiecnte the number of casen in which the
diarnosis was unconfirmad,
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