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To the Chairman and Members of
the Belper Urban District Council.

Madam Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting the Annual Report on the health
and sanitary conditions of the District for the year ended 3lst
December, 1953.

The health and welfare conditions have been reasonably
satisfactory apart from the increased notifications of infectious
diseases.

The Registrar General's Estimate of the Population for June,
1953, was 15,700, practically identical with the estimate for 1952.
The Death Rate at 10.19 shows a decrease of 0.51 and the Birth
Rate of 14.08 is an increase of 0.83. The number of infant deaths
under one year was 6, giving an Infant Mortality Rate of 27.14.
This figure, although without great significance owing to the small
numbers involved, is very satisfactory in comparison with 46.7 for
1951 and 52.9 for 1952.

The notification figures for measles and whooping cough at
435 and 106 were the highest ever recorded in the district but I feel
fuller notification has played a considerable part in producing these
figures. 11 cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis were notified during
the year and there was 1 death from this cause. There were 3
notifications of Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis with no death.

The present position with regard to diphtheria immunisation
in the District is far from satisfactory. Many of the younger
generation of mothers are unfamiliar with this disease. It should
be emphasized that the permanent elimination of diphtheria is
conditional upon the maintenance of an adequate level of immu-
nisation.

Details of the considerable amount of work carried out by the
Sanitary Inspector with regard to food hygiene are available in the
body of this Report. One outbreak of food poisoning with 18 cases
was notified during the year. This occurred in an Institution and,
although notified as of staphylococcal origin, it seems probably
that it was actually metallic due to excess tin in some canned
sardines.

Approval to proceed with the much needed enlargement and
improvement schemes at the Sewage Works has been received but I
regret very much that the Ministry have postponed permission to
proceed with the modernisation of the Sewage Pumping System in
order that all the sewage which should be pumped to the Sewage
Works would arrive there and not be partially discharged direct to
the river, as at present.






STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

AREA OF DISTRICT (IN ACRES)

ESTIMATED POPULATION (REGISTRAR
GENERAL'S ESTIMATE) ...

NUMBER OF INHABITED HOUSES ....
RATEABLE VALUE 1.4. 54....

GENERAL RATE FOR 1953/4 .. .
PRODUCT OF A PENNY RATE Est 1954/5....
TOTAL DEBT FOR ALL PURPOSES 31. 3. 54
TOTAL DEBT FOR HOUSING ONLY 31.3. 54

NEW HOUSES ERECTED DURING 1953 .—

(2l COURNCIEL. & - 5
(5, PRIVATE . 1+ o 21
TOTAL e it e
LIVE BIRTHS: MALES FEMALES
LEGITIMATE .. 101 110
ILLEGITIMATE 7 3
TOTALS 108 113

BIRTH RATE PER 1,000 POPULATION

STILL BIRTHS : MALES FEMALES
LEGITIMATE ... 2 —
ILLEGITIMATE — —
TOTALS = 2 -~

RATE OF STILL BIRTHS PER 1,000 POPULATION
M
DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR : 3

FOUR WEEKS 2

LY rE s rr

INFANTILE MORTALITY RATE PER 1,000
LIVE BIRTHS ...

TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS {ALL AGE‘S}I

4294

15,700
4754
/88,587
22/4d.
£333
£689,998
627,174

3
1

TOTAL 6

27.14

MALES FEMALES TOTAL

80 d0
DEATH RATE PER 1,000 POPULATION

4

160
10.19



NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946.
Immunisation against Diphtheria.
The following children were immunised during the year 1953
(Primary immunisation only).

Age No.
Linder 1 year ... 4
I year ... 48
2 years ... 44
3 years ... 9
4 years ... S
5—9 years (incl.) ... 36
10—14 vyears ,, 1

FOBAL, | oo it R D

WATER SUPPLY.

The supply of water from the Council's Waterworks has been
satisfactory both in quality and generally in quantity, and a more
extensive report is included in the Chief Sanitary Inspector’s Report
(Page 8).

FOOD.

The inspection of food preparation premises of all kinds occu-
pied a considerable amount of the Chief Sanitary Inspector’s time,
and details of this work are set out in his report.

FOOD POISONING NOTIFICATIONS RETURNED TO
REGISTRAR-GENERAL FOR YEAR 1953.

Ist Qtr. 2nd Qtr. 3rd Otr. 4th Qtr. Total
Nil. 18 Nil Nil 18
OUTBREAKS DUE TO IDENTIFIED AGENTS.
Total Qurbreaks: 1 Total Cases: 18

Outbreaks due to: Staphylococci (including toxin)
OUTBREAKS OF UNDISCOVERED CAUSE.
Total Outbreaks: Nil Total Cases: Nil

SINGLE CASES _
Agent identified : Nil. Unknown Cause : Nil. Total : Nil.

n



INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
The following table shows the rise and fall of the various
notifiable diseases during the past eight years.

1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953
Pulmonery

Tuberculosis 5 8 5 8 4 10 5 11

Non-Pulmonary
Tuberculosis 1 1 4
Scarlet Fever 12 11 26
2
1

—

Diphtheria 2 —
Preumo: ia 1 —
Ophthalmia

Neonatorum — — vRi
Cerebro Spinal

Fever -
Measles 17
Whooping-

Cough 7
Erysipelas 2
Puerperal

Pyrexia — e s
Acute Polio

Myelitis — B AL
Dysentery — — 2il8
Paratyphoid

Fever — —_ = Ll e 1 L o
Food Poisoning — — — — — —  — 18
Meningococcal

Infection — — i s s, e 2y e i

| ae®
b2 HJ] %U‘I
| 8|2

| ol 2

322 37 435
18 105 75 106

S e -
I =
w = 2|
- =
=
o

[
I
I
|

TOTALS 47 45 79 193 131 491 213 646

CASES OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASES AT VARYING
AGES DURING 1953.
Underlyr.1 2 3 4 510 15 20 35 45 60 TL

Meningoccal —_ — —-—= ] ——_—— — — — 1
Infection

Scarlet Fever — 1 3 4 8 42 21— ——— 6l
Measles 10 28 32565223610 5 3 2 1 — 435
Tuberculosis T e [ I O e O S e
Non-Pulmonary

Tuberculosis SR L ABNEE e R R S
Pneumomia ... — — 2 A assTRpita &8
Whooping Cough* U100, 8912 12daT ] === 106
Puerperal Pyrexia — — — T N ST b LA SR LR
Dysentery .. — 1 ——= ] —lmiemmmimmi— 2
Food Poisoning — — — — — — — — 5 8 4 1 18

. TOTALS 20 39 47 7874323 14 716 12 8 8 646

No cases were reported of the following diseases :—>Smallpox,
Diphtheria, Enteric or Typhoid Fever, Cerebro-spinal Fever,
Erysipelas, Ophthalmia Neonatorum, Acute Poliomyelitis or Acute
Encephalitis.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF SANITARY
INSPECTOR, CLEANSING SUPERINTENDENT AND
HOUSING MANAGER.

To the Chairman and Members of
the Belper Urban District Council.

Madam Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit to you my Annual Report for the
year 1953, and a resume of the work done by my Department is set
out in the following pages.

The report has been compiled in accordance with Circular 1/54,
dated 12th January, 1954, issued by the Ministry of Health and
contains the information requested by Circular 42/51 dated 10th
December, 1951. Articles 6(3) and 17(5) of the Sanitary Offices
(Outside London) Regulations, 1935, and Article 14(3) of the
Sanitary Officers Order, 1926, require Officers to furnish the Medical
Officer of Health with a report of their work during the preceding
year, as soon as possible after the 31st December.

During the year the Council promoted a Private Bill. This
received Royal Assent on 20th May, 1953, and was called The Belper
Urban District Council Act, 1953. Parts V and VI of the Act
directly affect the Health Department, as they contain several
sections relating to Sanitation and Buildings, and Infectious Di-
seases. Under this Act it is now possible to clear choked drains, etc.
by default within 48 hours, a great improvement on the procedure
under the Public Health Acts.

Work during the year has been mainly routine, but the number
of people seeking help from the Department seems to grow daily.
The fact that nearly 2,000 interviews were held at the office on
housing, health and sundry other matters indicates that to the
general public the.Sanitary Officer’'s Department is a Citizens’
Advice Bureau. Every effort is made to deal satisfactorily with
all requests for help and advice.

My thanks are due to Miss M. A. Buxton, who carried out her
duties efficiently and courteously, and to Mr. W. G. Warren for his
assistance during the vear.

May I also thank the Chairman and Members of the Health
Committee, Mr. Charles Price, Clerk of the Council, and other
officers and members of the staff, for their help and co-operation
during the year.

I am, Madam Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
JAMES BAILEY,
Chief Sanitary Imspector and Cleansing Superintendent.
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SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS EFFECTED AND DEFECTS
REMEDIED DURING THE YEAR, AS A RESULT OF
NOTICES SERVED UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS,
HOUSING ACT, AND THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

Dwelling Houses

Roofs Repaired

Floors Repaired .

Plastered walls and ceﬂmgs repmred
Window frames, cords, etc.

Pavings, yards and passages

Doors repaired, rehung or renewed ..
Firegrates repaired, reset or renewed
Chimneys or Chimney Stacks repaired
New sinks provided and fixed

Sink Wastes repaired or renewed
External Walls pointed

Eaves Gutters and Rainwater Plpeq renewed

Dampness remedied

Stairs L

Hot Water sg,rstem repmred
Burst water pipes repaired
Washing Boilers

Food Store

Drains, Watei-"'Clusets and Ashhin Accummndatiun

Obstructed Drains cleared
Drains repaired or reconstructed
W.C's. repaired or renewed ...
Closet Structures repaired
Dustbins provided 7
Gullies renewed or provlded
Other Nuisances

Dirty houses cleaned
Licensed Premises
Redecoration

New floor provided

Hot water and sink pmﬂded
Walls repaired

Food Premises

Hot Water Supply prﬂvided
Premises cleansed i
Washing facilities pl‘ﬂﬂdﬁd
Shops

Miscellaneous ...

Factories
Unsuitable/defective conveniences remedied
Other offences remedied
General

Pig-sty improvements

Other nuisances abated
Poultry house improvements

12

21
12
25
28
4
15
12
4
-
3
11
14
4

~BmBG8 e

oo — L0 L=

—
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SANITARY ACCOMMODATION.
The approximate number of each type of Sanitary Convenience
in the district at the end of the year was as follows :—

Water Closets 4520
Pail Closets 162
Privy Middens 8
Tippler Closets 64
Dustbins 4865

During the year only six pail closets were converted to the
water carriage system—in spite of the £10 grant per house which
the Council make to encourage voluntary conversions.

Approximately one third of those remaining could be converted
without much difficulty—but these will no doubt have to wait
until the Council are in a financial position to institute compulsory
conversion.

At the time of compiling this report, schemes are in preparation
for the conversion of 9 pail closets and one earth closet.

During the year 207 linear yards of 6" dia. sewer were laid.

HOUSING.

No. of inspections made in connection with duties of

Housing Manager - e 787

It is somewhat dlshcartenmg to repurt that, desplte the Council
completing more new houses during 1953, namely 88, than in any
single year since the building-of Council houses commenced, a glance
at the following table will show that the number of applicants
still wishing to be rehoused, was only reduced by 7, due to the fact
that 95 new applications were received during the year. It would
appear from this that the Council's task of providing new houses
is one that will never be completed. However, it is expected that
when the benefits of the increased rate of private building are felt,
the number of applicants for Council houses will be reduced.

It is unfortunate that since 1946 no housing accommodation
has been provided for the old people, but in the near future, this
will be remedied by the erection of bungalows on our Parks Estate.
Additional accommodation will probably be found for some of the
old people in our pre-fabricated houses when certain improvements
have been effected. In my opinion, the list comprising 46 appli-
cants for old people’s bungalows does not accurately reflect the
demand. Many would-be applicants are deterred by the un-
certainty of being able to afiord the rent, and by not wishing to
leave the centre of the town.

Position as at December 31st, 1953.
1.—Table showing year when application was made :(—

1946 ... 53
1947 = ... 13
1949 .. 42
1850 .. o8
1951 53
ot A 91
{1 1o R 95

Total ... 440

——
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HOUSING POINTS SCHEME.

Part 1..—Basic Points.

1. Overcrowding.

Points to be given for lack of bedroom accommodation based
on a standard which assumes that a separate bedroom is needed
for each of the following :—

(@) Man and wife.

() One or two children under 10 years.

(c) One or two males over 10 years.

(d) One or two females over 10 years.

(¢) A person whom the Sanitary Inspector considers
should sleep in a room alone, and who will undertake
to do so. (An applicant awarded points under (e)
will not qualify for points under No. 4 below),

For each bedroom by which the applicant’s accommo-
dation falls short of the above standard ... 10 POINTS

Except in case () if only ONE child under 10 years 5 POINTS

Note—Where, for example, there is one male or female under 10
years, and one person of the same sex over 10 years, only one
bedroom is assumed to be necessary.

Points will also be awarded for STATUTORY overcrowding
in the WHOLE dwelling. For each half-unit above the

permitted number ... " 8 2 POINTS
2. Lack of Separate Home.
For sharing or not having a kitchen ... ... 10 POINTS
For sharing or not having a living room 5 POINTS
For sharing or not having a W.C, 2 POINTS

3. Unsuitable Accommodation.

Where the applicant’s present accommodation is sub-
standard, points to be awarded, on the recommendation of
the Sanitary Inspector: Upto ... LT POINTS

Note—The maximum of 10 points to be reserved for applicants
living in a house which would normally be scheduled as unfit
for human habitation.

4, Ill-Health or other serious Physical Disability.

When this is caused, or the effects are aggravated, by
housing conditions which a transfer to other accommodation
might improve, points to be awarded on the recommendation
of the Sanitary Inspector: Up to 10 POINTS

(An applicant awarded points under No. 4 will not qualify
for points under 1(e) above).

5. Date of Application.
For each vear on list (from 1946 only) 4 POINTS

15



Part 2.—Balancing Points.

Balancing points are ONLY to be employed to distinguish
between applicants who have the highest number of BASIC points.

1. Suitability of the applicant as a Council tenant, up to
10 POINTS

2. Length of residence of applicant or wife (whichever is
greater) in Belper Urban District (From 1939 only)
For each year 1 POINT

3. War Service of applicant or wife (not both) in Armed
Forces or Merchant Navy from 1939—1945, up to
3 POINTS

Note—Notwithstanding the foregoing Points Scheme the Council
are empowered to retard, for any period, any applicants who
are considered undesirable for reasons such as rent arrears,
disturbers of the peace (i.e. those whose mode of life would be
likely to cause discomfort to other tenants and to have an ill-
effect on the estate). Such families would not be passed over
permanently but would be told that when their cases were re-
considered the conditions then obtaining would be taken into
accourt.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

New houses erected during the year by :

(a) Local Authonty iy B0

(b) Private Enterprise ... L
Number of dwelling houses inspected for housing defects (under

Public Health or Housing Acts) ... ... 135
Number of dwelling houses found not to be in all respects

reasonably fit for human habitation o 12

Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so dE.LI"ngID:ﬂ.SF
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation 12
Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in consequence

of action (formal or informal) by the Local Authority ... 102
Number of dwelling houses in respect of which Demolition
Orders were made ... con il
Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance of Demo-
lition Orders S
Number of dwelling houses in respect of which undertakings
were accepted bt |
Number of premises in respect of which Closing Orders were
made ... Pl ol

16



STATISTICS.
Number of houses erected since 1930.

Year Houses erected Houses erected Total
by Local Authority by Private Enterprise

1930 12 22 34
1931 - 65 65
1932 54 60 114
1933 — 125 125
1934 — 163 163
1935 —_ 63 63
1936 — 64 64
1937 —_ 53 53
1938 20 126 146
1939 — 37 37
1940 — — —
1941 — 2 2
1942 — -— —
1943 — i —
1944 — — —-
1945 —_ —_ —
1946 50 (incl. 40 Pre-I'abs) 34 84
1947 92 20 72
1948 68 23 91
1949 60 s 82
1950 42 4 46
1951 64 3 67
1952 40 15 35
1953 88 21 109

TOTALS 550 z 922 1572

SUMMARY OF ACTION TAKEN UNDER THE HOUSING
ACT, 1936 (Section 11) DURING THE YEAR.
36, 38, 40, The Fleet.

The owner, not making any proposition, Demolition Orders
in respect of these three houses were made by the Council.
11, Cowhill.

The owner, not making any proposition, a Demolition Order
was made by the Council, and the house was demolished.
20a and 22, St. John's Road.

Closing Orders were made in respect of these two houses in
accordance with the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act, 1953, Section 10.

55, 57, Chesterfield Road.

These two houses were demolished, Demolition Orders having

been made 1in 1951.

COMMON LODGING HOUSE.
There is one Registered Common Lodging House in the district
The maximum number of lodgers allowed is forty-four. Frequent
visits were made to the premises which were found to be in satis-
factory condition.

17



TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS.

Three licences were issued, in accordance with Section 269
of the Public Health Act, 1936, to station caravans on individual
sites.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

The Council carry out free treatment of all private dwellings
in the area infested with rats and mice. Business premises are
charged with the costs of labour and materials.

Six contracts were in force at the end of the year with business
firms in the district for systematic extermination of rats and mice.

SUMMARY OF RODENT CONTROL.
(Period 1/1/53 to 31/3/54).

Local Authority Private Business Total
Number of inspections
carried out 55 162 209 426
rats mice rats mice rats mice Total
Number of treatments 40 1: B 32 19 32 204
Number of points

pre-baited ... .. 395 — 302 — 182 — 848
Number of points
poison baited ... 592 178 721 1011 220 1105 3827

Number of points gassed — — — — — — =
Number of traps used.... — — — = 10 10
*Number of bodies found 163 8 134 27 58 27 417

* These numbers are the bodies actually recovered, but an
estimated kill several times larger can safely be assumed.

Test Baiting Sewers.

Date Number of Manholes 9, Infested
29/6/53 to 6/7/53 74 Nil.

The test baiting indicated that our sewer system was completely
free from infestation.

DISINFESTATION

Disinfestation work during the year was carried out at twenty-
five premises.

Bugs A
Cockroaches o X s s S
Ants e |1
Silverfish ity iy |

25
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SUPPLY TO HOUSES.

Estimated

Population

Involved

Number of houses in district connected to mains 4744 15,665
Number of houses in district supplied from stand-

pipe on mains . 7 25
Number of houses in district not supplied from

standpipe on mains 3 10

Two samples of water from a private supply were unsatis-
factory. The consumers were told to boil all water before con-
sumption. It is hoped to improve this supply by the installation
of filtering plant.

SWIMMING BATHS.

Patronage of the Council's indoor swimming bath—consisting
of one pool 70 ft. long by 27ft. wide and a range of slipper baths—
was as follows :—

1952 1953
Bathers =5 . 28,978 26,295
Spectators ... o 1LDIS 1,306
Slipper Baths S 1 1,891

The baths were also used throughout the season by various
swimming clubs, also 11,671 children from schools in the district.

Two Samples of water were taken from the baths and both
showed no signs of bacterial pollution from human sources.

PETROLEUM (REGULATIONS) ACTS, 1928-1936.

Duties in connection with the storage of petroleum are carried
out by the department under the above Acts.

During the year no new tanks were installed.

Number of Licences in force ... 37
Total quantity of Petrol covered by Licences 43,300 gals.
Fees paid £21 10 0

PLACES OF ENTERTAINMENT.

Periodical inspections showed that these premises generally
were being maintained in a satisfactory condition.

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1933.

Nineteen licences to slaughter or stun animals which were
issued in 1952 remain in force until 31st December, 1954.

24



FOOD.

1.—MEAT.
Inspection of meat consumed in our district is carried out by
the Sanitary Inspectors of the Derby County Borough as all slaugh-
tering is done at slaughterhouses under their jurisdiction.

2.—MILK SUPPLY.
Registrations made under the Milk and Dairies Regulations,

1949,
Distributors ... L8 12
Dairy Premises S

Sale of Designated Milk.
Licences granted during the year :

(@) Dealers Licences.

Tuberculin Tested ... 12
Pasteurised ... 12
(b) Supplementary Licences.
Tuberculin Tested ... 4
Pasteurised ... 4
Total Number of Samples Collected.
Methylene Blue 4
Phosphatase ... - 3
Biological 71
80

Meth. Blue B. Coli. Phosphatase Biological
>atis. Unsatis. Satis Unsatis Satis. Unsatis Neg. Pos.

Undesignated —— — — — — o 51 5
Accredited — _ —  — — i 15 AR
Pasteurised 4 - - — BRI e | G

The five positive results from 71 samples collected gives a figure
of almost 7.04%, positive, which is an increase in the figure of 4.169,
during 1952.

As a result of the five positive samples, five cows were slau-
tered and found to be suffering from tuberculosis in various stages
of advancement.

3.—ICE-CREAM.

Premises registered for Manufacture and Sale ... 3

Premises registered for Sale only ... 44

Eighty-three visits were made to these premises, and satis-
factory conditions have been maintained, the proof of which is to
be found in the following paragraph dealing with sampling.

The number of premises registered for the sale of ice-cream
continues to rise, and in four years has increased from 15 to 44, with
indications that even more premises will be registered.

25



SAMPLING OF ICE-CREAM.
Forty-nine samples of ice-cream were obtained and submitted
for Methylene Blue Examination.

The results were as follows :(—
Provisional Grades.
1 2 3 4

44 4 1 —

This shows that out of all samples collected during the year,
only one gave an unsatisfactory result and the figure of 97.96%
satisfactory is one which indicates that the manufacturer, storage
and sale of ice-cream in this town was carried out in a most hygienic
manner.

These results are, in my opinion, highly satisfactory, and not
far short of the hope I expressed last year that every sample would
be Grade 1.

During the year, National publicity was given to the danger
attached to eating ice lollies contaminated by injurious metals from
the moulds used in their manufacture.

Special inspection was made of the moulds used by our three
registered manufacturers, and seven samples of ice lollies were sent
for analysis. I am pleased to record that all the samples gave
satisfactory results, five" being almost completely free from any
lead, the other two containing only a very small quantity. It is
correct, therefore, to say that ice lollies manufactured in our area
were free from harmful contamination.

In addition, three ice lollies were sent for B.Coli. examination
and these all gave satisfactory results.

CLEAN FOOD CAMPAIGNS.

No specific campaign was carried out, but regular inspection
of all premises where food is prepared, stored or sold, was supple-
mented by giving advice wherever possible to encourage hygienic
handling of all foodstuffs.

Food Premises in the Area.
Inspections during

No. the vear.
Bakehouses ... o ol 17
Dairies ... LS 16
Ice-Cream Premises ... o 44 83
Fish Fryers ... iia sk 14
Licensed Premises ... L 53
Grocers & Greengrocers w86 203
Butchers flovcoe SN 26
Fishmongers ... i 6
Cafes, Canteens, etc. ... Lk R 54
248 472
26



Food Premises registered under Section 14, Food & Drugs

Act, 1938.
Inspections during
No. the vear
Manufacture and Sale of
Preserved Food Rk 56
Manufacture of Ice-Cream ... 3 34
Sale of Ice-Cream e 44

Generally, conditions have been satisfactory. Hygienic im-
provements have been carried out at many food shops voluntanly.

It was found necessary to serve informal notices in a com-
paratively few instances. As a result of these notices, the following
work was done (—

Walls, ceilings, floors, etc., cleansed...
Provision of hot water and washing famllties
Rooms redecorated (Licensed Premises)
New floor constructed (Licensed Premises)....
Walls repaired (Licensed Premises) ....

HYGIENE IN LICENSED PREMISES.

All premises were inspected at least once, and, as a result of
informal action, improvements in the way of redecoration of public
rooms was obtained in several cases.

Unexpected further delay has prevented the remaining two
premises mentioned in the report for 1952 being improved to the
required standard. However, at the time of going to print, work
was actually in progress at one, and plans for the other are in course
of preparation.

Pressure of work prevented a repetition of the collection of
swabs from drinking glasses at all Licensed Premises, but it was
possible to do this at premises which had previously given the
poorest results. Six swabs were collected as follows :—

Plate Count.
No. of colonies developing in
agar after 48 hours incubation

B G2 ke 02

Colinform Test. at 37 €.
No. 1—Wine glass  Satisfactory 820 per ml
No. 2—Pint Jar 960 ,, .,
No. 3—} Pint Glass Unsatlsfactnry Uncountable
No. 4—} ,, .,  >atisfactory 20 per ml.
No. 5—Pint glass L R e o
No. 6'—'& Pint g]aﬂs a 20 1w

Nos. 5 and 6 were repeats of Nos. 1 and 2, and repeat of No. 3
was taken early in 1954 and found to be satisfactory. The above
results indicate the necessity for carrying out such work, and it is
hoped with the return of my Assistant from National Service during
1954, to devote more time to this particular duty.
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DISPOSAL OF CONDEMNED FOOD.

Where practicable, condemned food was collected and sent for
processing as kitchen waste concentrate, otherwise, it was sent to
our refuse disposal tip.

SPECIAL EXAMINATION OF TINNED FOOD.

As a result of a request from the County Analyst, visits were
made to every food shop in the area to ascertain whether a certain
brand of sardine was being offered for sale. It was found that
566 such tins were being displayed. Shopkeepers were asked to
withhold these tins from sale until further examination and analyses
had been made.

Eventually, acting in co-operation with the County Analyst’s
Department, 529 of the tins were condemned as being unfit for
human consumption.

In connection with the Food Poisoning outbreak mentioned in
the Medical Officer of Health’s report, 12 tins of Herrings and 9
tins of sardines were examined and samples submitted for bacterio-
ligical and chemical analysis. Bacteriological examination of the
unopened tins revealed no evidence of food poisoning organisms,
but the sardines were found to be heavily contaminated with tin.
No other explanation was found for the outbreak of food poisoning ;
the 9 tins of sardines were condemned.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

Sampling of food under the above Act is carried out by the
County Council, and Mr. R. W. Sutton, B.Sc., F.R.I.C., F.C.5.,
County Analyst, has kindly supplied the following report.

“ During the year 1953 the work under the above Act included
the examination of 91 samples purchased by Mr. Clark, the County
Sampling Officer, and 11 samples submitted for special examination
by the Belper Urban District Council.

Of the 91 routine samples, 24 were milks and, with one ex-
ception, these were found to be genuine and of satisfactory compo-
sition. The one exception was deficient in fat and the vendor
was cautioned.

The samples other than milk, included French Moroccan
Sardines packed in Oil and Tomato, and eight samples were found
to be seriously contaminated with tin. This led, as in other districts
in the County, to the need for examination of stocks at many
premises in the area, and the collaboration of your Council with the
County Sampling Officer in this work, which resulted in the con-
demnation of faulty stock, led to the removal from the market of
food which undoubtedly could be classed as a potential danger to
health.
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Of the samples submitted by your Council, four were taken in
connection with an outbreak of food poisoning. These consisted
of three samples of French Moroccan Sardines in Tomato and one of
Canned Herring in Tomato. The Canned Herring was satisfactory,
but the three samples of French Moroccan Sardines in Tomato were
heavily contaminated with tin, and, in my option, food contami-
nated in this way was the cause of the illness reported.

The remaining seven samples consisted of Ice Lollies and were
the subject of special examination for metals. Contamination of
Ice Lollies had been the subject of articles in the press and of a
large number taken in the County, a few had been found to contain
objectionable amounts of lead. Investigation had shown that the
materials used in the preparation of the Lollies were free from lead
and that the contamination was derived from the moulds in which
they are frozen.

Of the seven samples submitted by your Council, the lead
content of five samples was negligible. The other two samples
contained some lead but the proportion was lower than the limit
at that time recommended by the Food Standards Committee of
the Ministry of Food. It may well be that in the future, this limit
will be reduced, and it is important to ensure that the moulds nsed—
particularly if they are tinned copper moulds—are in good condition
and not repaired by local soldering operations, if this serious type
of contamination is to be avoided.”

PUBLIC CLEANSING SERVICE.

Refuse Collection.

This was carried out by two Shelvoke & Drewry eight cubic
yard side loaders, each manned by a team of five men. The area
is divided into two districts and the *“ continuous ” system operated.
A seven day collection was maintained whenever possible, but this
became incressingly difficult as more new houses were completed,
and it was obvious that the existing vehicles were inadequate.
After a successful demonstration, a Shelvoke & Drewry 16 cubic
yard Fore and Aft Tipper fitted with a diesel engine was ordered for
delivery in 1954.

Routine collections were disrupted by holidays and the absence
of workmen through sickness or other causes. In a small Authorty
it is often not possible to replace absent workmen, there being no
reserve upon which to draw, consequently, collection quickly
becomes irregular.

Refuse collection, like many other essential services, goes on
annoticed until something upsets the schedule and then public
attention is focused upon it. A glance at the ** efficiency statistics’
which show that nearly a quarter of a million dustbins were emptied
during the year, will give some indication that even in the smaller
Authorities. the service performed by the Cleansing Department is
by no means small.
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It is interesting to note that the density of summer refuse
increased considerably and was very little different from that
collected in Winter. This is no doubt a reflection of the climatic
conditions of a ' poor " Summer and a mild Winter.

Refuse Disposal.

Disposal of refuse is by controlled tipping at Dalley Lane.
Ministry of Health recommendations are carried out as far as
practicable.

Labour consists of three tipmen, one being a chargehand.

Tins, bottles, textiles, paper and anv other article which can
be sold, are picked out. This not only increases salvage income,
but preserves tipping space, and, what is most important, creates
a better tip.

It does appear that the composition of refuse is definitely
changing. Except for a very short period each year, cinders, ashes
and the more solid constituents are conspicuous by their absence,
whilst paper and the lighter components are present in ever
increasing quantities. This bulkier refuse certainly makes the task
of controlled tipping much harder.

Trade Refuse.
There have been no changes in the charges for the collection
and disposal of trade refuse, which are as follows :—

Scale of Charges.

One bin cleansed weekly ... Free.

One addition bin cleansed weekly .. 20/- per half year.

Two o - e = 24/- per half year.

Larger quanties Charge fixed after
investigation.

Disposal of Trade Refuse at Council Tip 3/- to 5/- per load
according to weight.

Cesspool Cleansing and Nightsoil Collection.

This is carried out during the day by a Shelvoke & Drewy 800
gallon capacity combined cesspool/gully emptier fitted with a
nightsoil unit.

There was a continued demand for the use of this vehicle by
adjoining Authorities and property owners in districts not possessing
a cesspool emptier. The vehicle was loaned at reasonable charges
whenever it could be spared.

Outdoor Staff.

2 Refuse Freighter driver/loaders.

8 Loaders.

3 Tip Men (one charge-hand).

1 Salvage Baler operator.

1 Cesspool/Gully Emptier Driver.

1 Cesspool/Gully Emptier Attendant.
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Salvage.

Waste Paper.

The graph and tables will show that during the year over 208
tons of waste paper were collected. This represents slightly more
than 22 cwts. per 1000 population per month, which is the highest
figure ever reached since we started the salvage of waste paper.

Prices remained stable throughout the year, and it is hoped
this will continue as it greatly facilitates the task of estimating
income.

Kitchen Waste.

Tonnage collected was slightly more than in previous years,
but the scheme was abandoned in March, 1954, when the Authority
to whom we delivered the raw material closed down their processing
plant. We duly applied to the Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries
for a release from the Direction to collect waste food, and this was
granted.

My personal views on the subject are that the removal of
communal bins from the streets is very welcome and a decided
hygienic improvement, but I feel it a pity that valuable animal
feeding stuff should be destroyed.

It is hoped that this waste food will not find its way to the
refuse disposal tip but that it will be collected privately for animal
feeding or be returned to the soil in the way of compost.

Scrap Metal.

Tins and scrap picked out of the refuse during the year totalled
83 tons 17 cwts., representing nearly 9 cwts. per 1,000 population
per month.

As a result of a special scrap drive organized in conjunction
with the Joint Scrap Survey District Committeee and held simul-
taneously with other Local Authorities in the County during the
period 20th April to 2nd May, 1953, 15 tons 8 cwts. 2 grs. of scrap
iron was collected. In addition to benefiting the steel industry,
the drive resulted in a net profit to the Council of more than £30.

The excess of income for all classes of salvage over total ex-
penditure was £799. This is rather more than a 2d. rate and reflects
credit on all those people who helped the Council by saving waste
paper, etc., for collection.
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SICKNESS RETURN (year ending 31st March, 1954)

1. Possible working hours ... . 31,674
%, of possible working
hours
2. Hours lost 1952/3
(@) Sickness (paid) 1300 RS 7 ... 4.23
(b) Sickness (unpaid) 780 iy ESAR OMEER T
(¢) Other time lost 801 o VSN e Y
2881 8.76 7.74

The above figures show that absence through sickness (paid
and other time lost are about the same as in the previous year, but
there was a considerable increase in the time lost by sickness
(unpaid). The latter was due almost entirely to the absence of one
workman over a long period during which time he ran out of sickness
benefit.

With an establishment of 13 workmen on collection and
disposal, a total absence of over 8%, does very seriously affect the
efficiency of the service, because of the difficult and sometimes
impossible problem of temporary replacement.

COST STATEMENT OF YEAR ENDING 31st MARCH, 1954
Refuse Collection.

Cost per ton
£ T :
Wages ... .. 3323
Transport ... 1888
Sundries ... 64
(Gross cost e DS, e 2D
Less income (Trade refuse, etc.) 67 4
Net Cost s RIS v WIS
Cost per 1000 population per arnum ... £332
Cost per 1000 houses per annum ... ... £1096
Refuse Disposal. :
Wages : : 1109
Maintenance and repairs 73
Sundries ... 19
Rents, Rates, etc. 70
Raising manholes i —
Repairs to chimney e ]
Loan charges ... 39
Gross cost . 1441 L B
Less income (Trade Refuse) ... 35 2
Net Cost e 1408 6 5
Cost per 1000 population per annum T
Cost per 1000 houses per annum ... wen | LB
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