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ANNUAL REPORT

of the Medical Officer of Health for the Year 1925.
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BELPER RURAL DISTRICT. -

Teo the Chairman and Members of the Belper Rurad District Couneil. ~"_‘_,/

TENTLEMEN, i

I have pleasure in presenting my Ninth Annual Report dealing with
the Vital Statistics and General Sanitary Administration of the thirty
parishes which comprise the area of your District.

This Report has been prepared in accordance with Circular 648 of the
Ministry of Health, being a Survey Report for the years 1921-1925.

Natural and Social Conditions of the Area.

Area of District—51589 acres.

Population (1921), 23,478. Lstimated (1925) R. G. 24,130.

Physical features and general character of the Area—Goeologically the
the district belongs to the coal area on the North Eastern side,
otherwise it is chiefly old red sandstone and limestone.

Number of inhabited houses (1921), 5399.

Number of families or separate occupiers (1921), 5336.

Rateable Value, £135,300.

Sum represented by a penny rate, £563 6s, 8d.

Bocial conditions—Mining and agriculture (chiefly milk producing),
coal mining, limestone quarrying, cotton and hosiery manufaeturing.

Extracts from Vital Statistics of the Year.

M. F. M it
Births—Legitimate ... 220 209 Illegitimate ... T T
Total —429, Total—14.

Birth Rate, 17-88.
Deaths, 128 males, 131 females. Total 259. Death Rate, 1073

Number of women dying in, or in consequence of childbirth—
From Sepsis ... Nil From other canses ... 1

Deaths of Infants under one year of age per 1000 births, 60-66.
Legitimate, 23 ; Illegimate, 8. Total, 26.

Deaths from Measles, Nil.
Deaths from Whooping Cough, 4.
Deaths from Diarrheea, under 2 years of age, 1.

Poor Law Relief—£20,557.
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Influence of occupation or environment on health.

There are no conditions or occupations in the district which are definite-
ly prejudicial to the health of the population as shown by the mortality
and other returns. The factories are healthy, machines well guarded, and
every precaution is taken to prevent accidents.

General Provision of Health Services in the Area.

Hoserrars, A Hospital for tubercular patients is provided by the
County Couneil in the Derbyshire Sanitorium, Chesterfield. The Isolation
Hospital at Heage receives all cases of Small Pox, Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever,
and Enteric Fever, and is available for six local Authorities, each of which
contributes towards its maintenance. The present accommodation is for—
Smallpox 16, Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria 28, Enteric 6. It is situated
on a hill in one of the healthiest parts of the County, and is provided with
a motor ambulance for collecting the cases,

UInmarrien Moragrs are provided for in the Poor Law Iunstitution,
illegitimate and homeless children can be taken into the children’s homes
provided by the Poor Law Authories.

Aunurance Faciaries. (a) For infectious cases—Motor Ambulance.
(&) For non-infectious and accident eases— Nil.

Crivics anp TreEarMeyT CENTRES. There is a children’s welfare centre
at Crich, open to all two days in the month ; with this exception there are
no clinics or treatment centres. The children are regularly inspected by
the School Medical Officers, and if necessary their cases are referred to the
general practitioners, who are entitled to send them to the County clinics
for further treatment.

TuskErcurLAR AND VeseREAL Cases may receive treatment at the
County clinies.

Proressronar. Nursing 1N tHE Home. This is carvied out by the
District Nursing Association. Below is a list of parishes which have a
trained nurse. She is trained for general and maternity work, and is main-
tained by private subscription, but the first seven parishes on the list receive
a grant towards her expenses from the Local Authority.

Smalley and District Nursing Association
Hazelwood and Shottle |,
Holbrook and District

LR ]

Holloway o1 <
Horsley and Kilburn ,. e
Crich and District = B
Milford 2 =
Drutheld H 3
Allestree & Quarndon 5
Windley - i

Darley Abbey

LR "
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It has eome to my notive that pattents are apt to refrain from seeking
medieal advice until such time as the disease has obtained a severe hold on
their children, in some cases it is not sought at all, with the result that the
individoals mix with the general publie during the infectious stages. This
cerfainly is the case in the milder infections illnesses, and I fear it also may
apply to the severer infections.

l'l_'l!e increase in Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria is, [ think, due to the
facilities there are nowadays for people to congregate in large numbers in
close and confined spaces, such as Cinemas, Music Halls, ete.

Pneumonia has been prevalent during the past five years, particularly
1924—25, claiming a large percentage of deaths, chiefly among elderly
people.  This I attribute to the severe cold and damp during these years,

Malaria, Dysentery, Puerperal Fever, and Ophthalmia Neonatorum, Few
cases have been reported during the whole periad.

Five cases of Encephalitis Lethargica were reported in 1924, and one in
1925—this was a fatal case. A delicate girl of 6 years of age came home
from School, complained of headache, with very high temperature, gradually
becoming stupid and semi-unconseious, and was removed to Hospital, then
became unconscious, and died in Hospital about three weeks from the
beginning of illness.

There were five deaths from Diphtheria during the year 1925. This 1
attribute to double infection, many children being attacked with both
Secarlet Fever and Diphtheria simultaneously, thus rendering the system less
able to resizt the attack.

Awtiroxin.  Diphtheria antitoxin is obtainable through the Local
Authority, and the statistics show that invariably its early application is
sueccessful, and a great boon to mankind.

Procepure oy Receirr oF A NovrricatioN ofF AN [xrectious Case.
On raceipt of a notification from a Practitioner the house in which the case
oeenrred is visited by the M.O.H. or the Sanitary Inspector. On removal
of the case to Hospital every endeavour is made to disinfect the house, and
the other inhabitants are advised with regard to the prevention of the
spread of infection. Return cases are rare.

Carrier cases if found are sent to the Isolation Hospital, or isolated at
home. During one Diphtheria epidemic all the school children of one area
were swabbed, but only two cases were found positive.

The Schick and Ihck test have not been made use of in the district.
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Sanitary Circumstances of the District.
Rivers anp Srreawms,

Complaints have been made that the sewage from certain areas and
properties is polluting streams in the district, causing them to be unfit for
cattle to drink. Such is inevitable until a proper system of sewerage and
sewage disposal ig provided for each area. That such is not provided is no
reflection upon the progressive spirit of your Council, but purely one of
finance.

Arising from complaints of pollution, 4 samples were taken from two
streams.  Amnalysis proved satisfactory.

Some slight improvements have been effected, and are commented on
under Sewage and Sewerage Disposal.

2. WaTErR SUPPLY.

Derhyshire is noted for its abundanee of water, and the water supply of
the major portion of your area is fairly satisfactory.

The following particulars show the principal water supply to the various
townships :

Crich, Dethie, Lea and Holloway, Duffield, Pentrich, and South Wingfield.
From the Council’s own water-works.

Deuby, Holbrook, Horsley, Horsley Woodhouse, Kilburn, Milford, and
and Smalley. Principally from Belper Urban District Council.

Allestree and Darley Abbey. From Derby Corporation and springs.
Mapperley. From Shipley Colliery Co.

Quarndon.  Largely from the Lions Mouth Spring on the Kedleston Estate.
Remainder. From private wells.

You will reecall, pursuant of the Public Health (Water) Act, reports
have beeu presented upon the water supplies at Morley and Hazelwood.
Unfortunately low rateable value, resulting in limited financial resources,
blocks the way to desirable progress.

At Idridgehay a source of supply was offered to the Couneil upon certain
conditions.  After very careful consideration the offer was declined, as the
present ne:d for such supply was not evident.

During the year 9 samples of water have been taken, 3 of which were
returned as unsatisfactory, The causes of pollution were investigated, and
the necessary remedial action taken, viz., cleansing of well and order given
for conneetion to Council’s main supply.
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7 Ssmoke OBSERVATIONS.

There is little of which to complain in your district with regard to
nuisance from black smoke. No excess has been noted, and no observations
taken.

8. Mk SvepLy.

The supply of clean and pure milk to the public cannot be too strongly
emphasised, whilst it is gratifying to note active steps are now taken to deal
with cows suffering from tuberculosis. The approximite number of cows
producing milk for human consumption is 7000. The actual amount of
milk consumed within the district, however, from this number is very small,
the majority being sent to London and Sheflield. The registration of milk
produncers and purveyors is in progress, but it is estimated the number of
persons registered when completed will be about 370.

There is still much room for improvement in some of the cowsheds, and
conditions prevailing therein. Number of inspections made, 91 ; number
of notices served, 6 ; number of nutices complied with, 6.

9. DBagksHouses AND WOKRKSBHOPS.

There are 61 Workshops on the Register :

Bakers, 10; Boot Repairers, 2 ; Dressmakers, 9 ; Frame Knitters, 8;
Joiners, Carpenters, &e, 12 ; Hosiery workers, 5; Motor repairers, 2 ;
Plumbers, 1 ; Saddlers, 1 ; Smiths, 11.

Inspections of Workshops, 23.
Want of eleanliness— Notices served, 2 ; Complied with,

Iusufficient closet— 3 1 " ”
Matters notified by H.M. Intpeutur, 2.
5 o e dealt with, 2.

10. SLAUGHTERHOUSES.

At the close of the year we had 21 slaughter-houses in regular use.
These were visited practically each week about the time of slaughtering,
involving no fewer than 557 inspections. When it is recalled the scattered
positions of these slaughter-houses, it is apparent the amount of work
involved by such supervision.

New legislation aftecting slaughter-houses came into force last April.
Briefly, the effect is to compel the registration of all slaughter-houses, and
the giving of 3 hours notice of intention to slaughter to the designated
officer, of all animals the flesh of which is intended for sale for human
eonsumption, and the further or second notification should anything ab-
normal be noted in the carease. Obviously the intention is that your
Inspectors should be present at the time of slaughter, and such has been
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Proceedings under HT.P.A., 1909, See. 17 and 18, or
H.A., 1925, Sec. 11, 14, 15.

Number of representations made with a view to the making of

Closing Orders £ 1
Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Glusmg Orders

were made ... 1
Number of dwelling- houses in lespm,t of which Clnﬁmg {erﬂra

were determined, the dwelling-houses having been rendered fit 1
Number of LlweIling-iwuaes demolished in pursuance of Demoli-

tion Orders ... e =

No areas were represented to Local Authority with a view to improve-

ment schemes under Part I or Part 1I of the Housing of the Working
Classes Act.

Staff engaged in Housing work, with, briefly, the duties of each officer—
The Sanitary Inspectors, who also act as Inspectors under the Housing
Acts, Inspectors of Dairies and Cowsheds, Workshops, and as Scavenging
Superintendents in those areas having urban powers.

The housing problem is still acute, and great discretion musl control
one’s attitude towards the administration of the Housing Acts. Closing
Orders are impracticable save in most extreme cases.

Pursnant of the duties imposed by the Consolidated Housing Act, 1925,
and on the instructions of the Council the various distriets and Parish
Councils were circularised with a view to ascertaining the extent of the
demand for houses. No fewer than 111 applications for houses to rent were
received, and this matter was dealt with by the Housing Committee.

12. PuBric Heavrir STAFF.

The District is divided North and South.
One Medical Officer of Health (part-time) is appointed for both areas,

Oue Sanitary Inspector is appointed to each area of the district, and
devate their whole time to the duties, including those already mentioned.

Half the salaries of thess 3 Officers is repaid by the Ministry of Health,
through the County Council.

13. Starvrory Powers 1x Fonck.

For the whole area : — Public Health Aet, 1875 ; Public Health { Amend-
ment) Act, 1890, Part 111 ; Infections Diseases (Pwventmn} Act, 1890 ;
Byelaws re;:nlutln u 31angllt,m-lmum,s common lodgiug houses, und nuisances
arising from snow, filth, etle., and the keeping of animals. Urban powers,
apparently only to provide Itps for refuse, are granted to Dethic, Lea and
Holloway, Denby, Duffield, Holbrook, Mapper]ay, and Quarndon,
























