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ANNUAL REPCRT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

1966

To_the Chairman and Members of the Belford Rural District Council

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my Annual Report on the health
and sanitary circumstances of the district during the year, 1966,

There are few changes in the wvital statistics other than the customary
year to year fluctuasticns, which are not significant.

The birth rate was slightly less than in 1965 and there was one
infant death, whereas in the previcus year there was none.

The overall death rate was alsc lower in 1966 than in the previous
¥ear and the established pattern for causes of death was followed. Hore
than half the deaths were due to cardic vascular disease and vascular
lesions of the central nervous system, and malignancy was the second
largest group of causes.

Of the infectious diseases, there is little to report. There were
56 cases of measles which was a big increase upon the previous year and
illustrates the well known two yearly cycle of this illness. There was
a single case of pulmonary tuberculosis. This digease still smoulders
on in small numbers, and although every precaution is taken in vigorously
following up all contacts, it is likely to be some time before the disease
is finally eradicated.

The immunisation and vaccination levels of the district are satisfactory.
It is most important that these levels are maintained.

The Fublic Health Inspector and Surveyor, lists the sanitary
circumstances of the district during the year.

It is pleasing to note his favourable comments on the food hygiene
standards in the district. There has been a very considerable improvement
in the district within the last year or two and it is hoped that this good

standard will be maintained.



Housing gives little cause for concern in the Belford Rural
District. There is no slum problem and it may be stated that virtually
all housing in the district is of a very good standard.

1956 was clouded by the death of Mr. Kirk, who had served the
district for many years as Surveyor and Public Health Inspector.

I would like here to add my tribute to the work that #Mr. Kirk had done
in the district. The rising standards of hygiene throughout the
district were in no small measure, due to hiz efiorts.

This will be my last Annual Report to the Council. I am leaving
the district to take up another appointment, and I should like to
expreas my sincere thanks to the members of the Council for thedr
interest and support during the whole time I have bheen here. In
particular, I would like to thank my colleagues on the Belford Rural
District Council staff for their helpful co-operation. It is now six
years since I came to the district and I will be leaving with the

very happiest memories.

I am,
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient serwvant,

-

Ying (lrened,

LY —

HMedical Qfficer of Health




3
GENERAL STATISTICS

The area of the district was 39,797 acres.

The number of inhabited houses was 2,141 and the number of
new houses completed during the year was 23.

The rateable value was £165,555 and the sum represented by
a penny rate was £643.

The estimated mid-year population was 4,820 and this figure
was taken when calculating the birth and death rate.

VITAL STATISTICS

Live Births Malee Females Total
Legitimate 26 26 52
Illegitimate 2 - 2

Totals 28 26 sk
Crude Eirth Hate per 1,000 of the population 11.20
Crude Birth Bate multiplied by Comparsbility Factor 13.55
Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births 3.70

S5tillbirths
Legitimate = 1 1
I1legitimate = = =

Totals = 1 il
5tillbirth rate per 1,000 total live and still births 18.18
Total live and still births 25

Infant Deaths (deaths under one year)

Legitimate - 1 1
Illegitimate o = =
Totals = 1 i

Infant Fortality Rates
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births 13.51
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births 15.23

Tllegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births

lNep-natal Mortality Rate

Legitimate - 1 1
Illegitimate = = =
Totals = 1 pi

Deaths under four weeks per 1,000 total live births 18.51
Ferly leo-natal Hortality Rate

Deaths under one week per 1,000 total live births =
Ferinatal Mortality Rate

Ztillbirths and deaths under one week combined per

1,000 total live and still births 18.18

Haternal Mprtality (including abortion)

Humber of deaths -
Rate per 1,000 total live and s=till births =



Deaths Males Females Total
%0 2L e
Crude Death Rate per 1,000 of the population 13.27
Crude Death Fate multiplied by Comparability Factor 10.74%

Deaths from Puerperal Sepsis -
Deaths from Other Puerperal Cuases -
Deaths from Cancer B

CHIEF CAUSES OF DEATH

Males Females Total

Tuberculosis (Respiratory) - -
Tuberculosis {Other) - -
Syphilitic Disease = = =
Diphtheria - - -
Whooping Cough - - -
Meningococcal Infections - = -
fcute FPoliomyelitis - -
Measles
Other infective and parasitic diseases
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach

" 1y Lung, Bronchus

" n Breast

L L Tterus
Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms
Leukaemia, aleukaemia
Diabetes
Vascular Leions of the Nervous System
Coronary Disease, Angina 1
Hypertension with Heart Disease
Other Heart Disease
Other Cireulatory Disease
Influenza
Fneumonia
Bronchitis
OUther diseases of respiratory system
DMlcer of stomach and ducdenum
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea
Hephritis and Nephrosis
Hyperplasia of Prostate
Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion
Congenital Malformations
Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor Vehicle Accidents
All Qther Accidents
Suicide
Homicide and Operations of Var

[l |
L o |

1w
[V |
I

10 17
16

FHEHED E=) 1

| I |

| I |

Pfll E o= EEELA
Iﬂlllumwllllllllpmml

rSIlli"-.H'Nlll

Totals



FOFULATION, BIRTH RATE AND INFANT MORTALITY

1918 - 1966
i i Number of iInfant |
Year Population { Birth Rate Infant Deaths (Mortality
{ ! Rate
1918 4,001 16.3 2 26.6
1319 4,318 15.11 (A 58.8
1920 4,490 22.27 3 30.0
1521 4,oko 16.15 6 75.0
1522 4,959 16.73 [ 22.0
1925 4,950 15.55 b 51.0
1924 L, ak3 14.76 ? 96.0
1925 4 o090 14.87 5 68.0
1926 4,870 12.52 4 65.0
1927 4,755 1%.5 5 73.0
1928 L 742 11.% b 74.0
1929 4,800 12.7 5 82.0
1930 4,800 11.0 3 56.6
1931 4,433 1h.b 5 78.0
1952 4,521 13.5 5 82.0
1933 4,438 12.6 2 35.7
1934 4,493 18.0 2 24.7
1935 k4,555 13.8 i 63.5
1936 i 67 16.5 5 64.9
1937 L 675 16.7 [ 51.0
1938 L 764 17 .4 6 72.3
1939 5,127 11.4 Y 71.0
1940 5,265 12.7 & bk, 7
1941 5,379 4.7 & 76.0
1942 5,279 19.3 4 39.2
1943 Report missing = = s
1944 L a7 - = "
1945 4,703 16.4 = £
1946 L B84 20.6 & 59.4
1947 4,906 21.8 b 373
1g48 =l 15.2 3 15.3
1lokg L, ako 15.4 3 39.5
1350 5,099 16.2 3 %6.0
1951 5,155 14,7 1 13.0
1952 5,022 15.7 1 12.6
1353 5,065 12.5 1 15.6
1954 5,030 14,0 - =
1955 5,030 13.5 3 4.0
1956 5,030 11.1 2 35.0
1957 5,030 13.1 3 45.0
1958 5,010 13.57 1 1k.70
1959 5,040 16.47 2 24.09
1560 5,050 17.544 - -
1961 4 800 17.40 1 13.88
1962 L, 7900 14.03 2 348
1963 4,780 17.20 1 1%.70
196k L, 780 13.66 1 18.51
1965 L. 820 15.81 - -
1966 4,820 13.55 1 18.51




INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Scarlet Fever
Whooping Cough

Diphtheria -
Measles 56
Preumonia -
Cerebro-spinal Meningitis -
Enteric Fever -
Erysipelas -
Acute Poliomyelitis -
Dysentery -
Ophthalmia Neonatorum =
Puerperal Pyrexia -
Smallpox =
Paratyphoid Fever -
Food Poisoning =
Encephalitis -
TUBERCULOSIE
New Cases j Deaths |
Age Pulmonary . Non-Pulmonary ! Pulmon Non-Pulmonary |
Groups 14 F I' M F | H F | M F
0=15 - - - - | = - | = -
15-25 - - - - |- - | - -
25=45 - 1 - - | - - | - -
L5-£5 - - - - - - - -
65+ S g zf.= 5
Totals - i - = | = == 5
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IMMIMISATION

North Ne. 1

| Primary Immunisaticns Seconﬁg;y(Reinfnrcinn)lnj?ctianﬂ
' Underj | ! | Under | | 1
1 1 | 2|3(4=718-16|Total] 1 1 {2 | 3,4-718-16|Total

Diphtheria - - == - - - - - -i=1 Bl 11 19
Diphtheria,

iThooping =

Cough and 129 [165116]1] & 2 | 227 7 {177 A5 26} 12 | 237
Tetanus

Diphtheria

and Tetanus - -1 -12] 2 7 13 - - | 51| 9|283| 35 | 378
Tatanus - =] =]=f = L [ - - - =1 =] 3 3

Total 129 165|16|31 6 | 13 | 332 | - |7 l228 [2k|317] 61 | 637

SEALLPOY WACCINATION

North No. 1

_Number Vaccinated during Period ! Humber Re-vaccinated
Under | i [ i lnder i {
1 | 3 |2=b |s=ls lilotall 3 1. 2-4 | 5-15 | Total

64 'F:.uz|5z W ettt euc B0 | 22 |
| i |

POLICMYELITIS VACCIHATION

North No. 1 and 2 Areas
The following table shows the number of persons vaccinated against
poliomyelitis during the year ended 3lst December, 1966.

Humber of FPersons

3% doses = Oral Vaccine 763

Booster dose oral 1,355

B.C.G. VACCINATIONS

North lo. 1

Berwick Borough 222
Belford R.D. 78
Glendale R.D. 63

Norham & Islandshires R.D. -

Potal sa a2 s 363



ANNWUAL REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR & PUBLIC HEATTH

TNSPECTOR

1966
HUWMBER OF INSPICTICHS & VISITS

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.

Drainage.

WuColes

Septic Tanks.

Dangerous and Dilapidated Buildings.
Trade Refuse.

Dustbins,

Offensive accumlations.

Public Conveniences.

Yater Supply and Uater Janples.
Camping Sites,

HOLS THG ACTS.

Repairs.
Denolition and Closing See. 16.
Ioprovenent Grants.

FOOD & DRUGS.

Slaughterhouse - peat inspections.
Butchers Shops - o
Food Prerdises - inspections.
= gondemmed food.
Ice=crean retailers.
Ice—orean Manufacturers,
Fiek lerchants,
Iairies, Wilk Dealers etc.

FACTCRIZS AND WORKSHOPS.

Pactories with pechanical powear.
Factories without mechanical power.

FREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT.

Inspection of dwelling houses.
Other prenises.
Local Authority Freuises,

HISCELLANEQUS.

Refuse Tips.
Sewage “Yorks.
Sea Cutfalle.

3&5

=3



TATER SUFPLIES.

The Fewcastle and Gateshead Water Company continue to maintain all the
public supplies to the area satisfactorily so far as quantity is concernsad.

The laying of a new 6" main feed to Peadnell fron the Elford main has
baen tenporarily halted at Annstesd Bridge, due to the delay in the road
widening scheme from Annstead to Beadnell. This delay is likely to be
overcome in the early future and this supply together with the existing
should prevent any complaint of shoriage when the holiday developuent at
Beadnell takes place.

The Belford supply has been the subject of some concern, due to its
regular contenination and the difficulty of successful chlerinaticon. At
the end of tha year the Council were considering the extension of the
trunk main from Marenford to Belford in an endeavour to provide the village
with a pure and wholesome supply.

Tebulated below is a statement of saoples taken and resulte cbiained

of the public water supplies:-

No. of
unsatis=-
S sTitfig Excellent Satis= | Unsatis=! factory
GRS i < factory | factory gaiplos
taken
with
fascal
coli
Belford Village 13 9 L 2
Hospital Springs 13 11 2 1
Paddy's 12 11 1 1
Broclkdan 12 11 1
Bagburgh 11 10 i 1
Total £l i T - ] ]

Bo far a8 the private supplies are concerned, sanples of water have

bezen taken and the following resulis obtained.

Yhere wnsatisfactory

gsacples are obtained the ommers of ithe supply are advised to boil all water

intended for drinking etc. before use, until a betiter result is obiained.

No. of Semples Excellent Setisfactory Suspicious Unsatisfactory

39

L

2

1L
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SEWERAGE .

At the end of the year, work was about to comuence on the provision
of a comainutor at the outfall at Beadnell. This machinery should prevent
any corplaint of pollution of the foreshore,.

The Council agreed during the year to a wajor scneue for the treatnent
of sewage at Banburgh incorporating a Disintegrator Station on the Iunes
and a Pumping Station at The mding. At the end of the year ve awsit
the Hinistry of Housing and Local Gevernment inguiry.

The works at Belford contimue fo operate satisfactorily and apart
from one incident during the August flooding, the effluent discharged to
the Burn was well within the Rivers Board requirenents.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

The service operated reasonably satisfactorily during the year.

Apart from peak periods little overtime was necessary on the collection of
house refuse,

Trade refuse continues to be collected but during the yearthe Council
agreed to alter the charges from a fixed sum per prenise to a sliding
scale dependent upon the quantity of refuse to be collected and time spent
on ite ecllection., This systen of charging would appear to be = fairver
tethod in so far that those producing most refuse pay the most.

The move to Imbleton Tip took place in Iecexber and as yet it is too
early to acturately assess the difference this will nske, The Council's
agreenent to purchese a new, larger vehicle will compensazte this move but
this will be offset against the trend of an increase in the bulk of the
refuse, I would take this opportunity to thank Mr. Staig for his
co=gperation in this oatter.

The Tip at Belford koor has been reasonably well naintained during the
year. 'The picture at Banburgh was not so bright due %o the aclion of

vandals setting fire to the tip from tize to tine.
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PUBLIC CONVENIENCES.

The conveniences have hoen well naintained during the year, with less
danage by vandals than previously, except at the Broad Road Sea Shelter.
Due to its isclation this convenience is used by hooligans from outside
the district as = base of operation for vandalisn, with consequent dasmage
to the convenience.

CAIPING AND CARAVAIS.

A1l the sites were well used by tourists and holiday zakers and the
proprietors saintained a high standard of cleanliness. It was necessary
oh one ocecasion to bring a site owner's attention to uncleanliness in
sanitary accommodation but this apart, the co—operation between the site
licencees and the Council hae been of the highest order and I hope the
eo=operation and high standard will continue.

FOOD HYGIENE.

M1 food shops and catering establishments have been regularly
ingpeected throughout the rear. Host premises are of a high standard and
laave 1ittle to be desired. The few renaining are improving and I hope
for Dore inprovements in that direction.

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATL/AY PREMISES ACT, 19675

All registered premises were inspected during the year and most
eomplied with the roguirements of the Act and Hegulations tade thereunder.

In the main, only minor legal infringecents were found, these have
all been renedied.

Balow ig & statenent of wisite nade to premisss to which the jhct

applies.
lia. Heg- No. of Fronises
Class of istered Total Hegisterad roceiving general
Preaise during at year end inspection during year
Jaar

0stices R 11 11

Eetail Shops 2 37 3

‘holesale Shops i = - -

Catering Sstab. 7 4 72 32

Fuel Storage Depots - - -
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Total no. of visits - 192

Total of Persons exployed in premisss to which the Act applies - 363
Total of lales H] " " " " " " n = 55
T{’t—-ﬁl @f Fﬂ‘:lalﬂs L1} FE 1] n LE] LLI L] n - EE.D

Mo. of presiises for which exeuption was sought during thes year - 2
L1] 1} il it i L1] 1] E’I"-'E'.l'l:'t—'ﬁﬂ- i it 11} — 1

There were no prosecubions for offences under the Act,

Tao accidents were reported during the year. One involved a bacon

glicer, the other a fall from steps.
either acecident.

FOOD INSPECTION.

o seriocus injury rosulted fron

The following foods were voluntarily surrendered and condenned for

ihe reasone showmn belowi-

Comnodity Reason for Condemmnation Teight
Canned Uaat Tainted. 78 1bs,
Flour Contamination by Flood later. 24 1be.
Suger . 1008 1bs,
Tea ch é 1bs,
hssorted Biscuits L 128 1bs.
Balt g 36 1bs.
Jellies " 8 1bs,
Cheese glices " 36 pkta.
Assorted Calkes n 5# doz.
Broakfast Cereals ) 77 1lba.
fieacafe " 9 lbs.
Lard i 2l 1bs,
Eogs L 120 dos.
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FOOD HYGIENE (GENERAL) REGULATICNS, 196€0.

411 the premises to which the Regulations apply were subject to
inapection during the jyear.

A high standard of hygiene has been kept and it is pleasing to
note that the premises in general conform with the requirements,

Winor infringements were dealt with at the time of inspection and
it has not been found necessary to take any legal proceedings.

All catering establishments and hotels were carefully scrutinised
during the summer season and even whilst working at full capacity the
premises were maintained in the highest possible standard.

I look forward to a continuation of this standard of hygiene
during tha coming year.

Below is & table giving the breakdown of types of premises and the

applicetion of Hegulations 16 and 19 to them.

Mumber Fumber
Xumber complying | Humber to complying
= T Paway
308 CT Fenign of with | which Reg. with

Fremises. Heg. 16 | 19 applies. Reg. 19,

Butchers. & 6 & &
General Dealers. 21 21 19 19
Catering bsiablishments

ineluding Hotels, 25 2L 2L 2L
Gresngrocers. L 3 L L

Fizh Shops.

L
L
S
L]

Total 58 57 56 56
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UATER SUFPLIES

Adder— Horth
Parishes stone Bacb- | Bead- | Belf- | Easin-| Ellin-| liddl=] Sund- | Totzls
with urgh. | nell. | ord. | gton. | ghan. | eton. | erld.
Lucker
Pop. 1961 303 558 586 | 1070 199 430 233 1625 500
Ho. inhab=-
ited
houses. 130 263 3 396 11 139 87 736 2141
( According
to :ensus§ (103) | (216) ] (242) { (360) | (71) | (122) (83) | (607) | (1804)
0. houses
., |[#ith piped 0o & 1
2, |supply in Brdg.
% |houses. oL, 228 289 254 - School - TeL, L1744
1
[
-
= |fo. houses
& |with stand-
pipe supply. L 2 = = = 3 = L 13
fio. houses
T jwith piped
i |supply in
B¢ thouses, 26 1 | 2l L2 T8 T8 BT a 372
A
L
Y [He. houses
.? with stand-
& lpipes. & 2 - - 1 3 - - 12
No. houses
with ©W.C. 108 260 313 390 T0 129 86 736 2096
Ho. houses
with bath. 108 256 307 368 70 116 86 702 2005
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HOUBING

Total muber of inhabited houses in District.
Wew houses Locel Authority.

Yew houses other Housing Authority.

¥ew houses Private Persons,

Total nuzber of houses owmed by Local huthority.

CLOSING AND DEMOLITION.

1.
2.
3
bia

REPATRS.

Houses denclished in Clearence Arcas.

Houses demolished not in Claarance Areas.
Houses closed not demolished (Section 16).
Houses percanently discontinued as dwellings.

Houses made Fit.

(a)
(b)
()

By informal sction.
By owmers ag a result of statutory notice.
By Loeal Authority in default of owners.

IEPROVEENT GRANTS.
HOUSING ACT 1949 - HOUSE PURCHASE & HOUSING ACT, 1959.

1-

A ———
L = e T
e i vt i p®

2.

(1)
(2)

Discretionary Crants.

Applications submitied to Local Authority during year.

Applications rejocted.

Applications approved.

Approxinete average grant aporoved per house.

Total number of houses approved for gzrant since
inception of achene.

atandard Grants.
During

2,151

is
33

11

11
£346

25k

Total to

year-
Humber of separate houses for which grants

were made during year. 2
Humber of houses so provided with
{an) Bath or shower.
{b) Wash hand basin.
%c] Hot water supply.
d) Water olcset.
{a) Foocd store.
Houses not included in abowe approved for
grant under the Hill Farming and
Livestock Rearing Act 1946-54. -

[t I T I 5 S ]

CLOSET CONVERSTONS.

fumber of conversions to water closets.
Mumber of privy closets in use as at the
end of the yoar,

I UITH REGARD TC WFIT HOUSES.

Humber of unfit houses in progrance resaining
to be deelt with at end of year.

date.
35

29
35
2T
29
28

13
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MEAT INSPECTICH.

The following table shows the musher of eninels slaughtered and
carcases and offal inspected and condermed in whole or in part.

Cattle Sheep
exclud- | Cows | Calves | .and |Figs| Horses
ing cowa Lambs
Number killed (if known) 132 1t 623 56
Husber inspocted. 132 il 623 56
All diseases
gxeept Tuboreulosis
and Cysticorci.
thele Carcases condegnod, i 1 3
Carecases of which soge
part or orgen was
condemmed. L& 87 5

Percentage of the nunmber
inspected affected with
dizease other than tuber-
culosis and cysticerei. 35,6 1.4 ] 8.9

Tubsrculosis enly.

Yhole carcases conderned.

Careaseas of which sone
Ppart or organ was
condenmed .

Percentage of the nuabar
inspected affected with
tubarculosis,

Cysticercoais.
Carcases of which 3onae
part or organ waes
condemned ., 5

Carcases suboitted to
treatizent by
refrigeration.

Generalised and
totally condemned,

Total weight of neat condermed - 1,983 lbs,
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PREVENTION OF DAMACGE BY PESTS ACT, 19L9.

Type of Propecty

Hon-
aAgriecultursl | Agricultural

PROPERTIES OTHER THAN SE7EES.

1, Number of properties in disirict. 2,569 104

2. (a) Total number of prroperties
(including nearby premises)
inspected following

notification. 235 5
{(b) Mumber infested by (i) Rats 76 5
(i1) Hice 3 =

3. {a) Total number of properties
inspected for rats and/or
mice for reasons other than

noetification. & -
(b) umber infested by (i) Rate [ -
(ii) Mice - =

BSENVERS .

L. There were no sewers infested by rats during the year.
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FACTORIES 4CT, 1937 to 1961,

Part 1 of the act.

1. IHSPECTTIONS for the purposes of provisions as to hoalth.

Frecises,

Wunber of

Munber on

Register Inspections.

Ocouplers

Hotices. | Progecuted.

l. Factories in which
Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6
are to be enforced by
Local duthority.

2+ Foctories not included
in 1 in which Section T
ig enforeed by the Loeal
ruathority.

3. Other premises in which
Section T iz enforced
by the Loeal Authority
{exeluding out-workers!
precises).

22 25

2 -

Total

28 4T

2. Case= in which DEFECTS were found.

Farticulars.

Mumber of cases in whieh
defects were found.

Referred

Found | Renedied to H,M.

by H.i.
Inspector Inapectorn

Imber of cases

in which pros-

ecutions wers
instituted.

Want of cleanliness {E.I.}
Overcrowding (8.2)

Unreasonable
tomporature ((S 3)

Inadequate ventilation
(5.1

Ineffective drainage of
floors (S.6)

sanitary Lonvenionces
(s.7)

{a) Insufficient

{b) Unzuitable or
dofecotive.

(¢) liot separate for

SeXes,

Uther offences against
the act (not including
offances relating to
ODutwork)










