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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL CFFICER OF HEALTH
1963

To the Chairman and Members of the Belford Rural District Council

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my fourth Annual Report on the
health and sanitary circumstances of the district during the year 19563.

It will be seen from the vital statistics that the population of
the district shows no change from the previous year. There was however,
an increase in the birth rate. It may be recalled that in the previous
year, the birth rate was considerably lower than average, however, with
the comparatively small number involved, it is to be expected that fairly
wide fluctuations from year to year will occur.

Regrettably there was one infant death during the year, and this was
due to congenital heart disesse. The death rate showed a decrease from
the previous year and the rate, expressed per thousand of the population,
is very near to the nationsal average. More than half of the deaths were
due to cardio wvascular lesions and about cne death in seven resulted from
malignant causes.

Of the infectious diseases, measles provided nearly all the numbers,
where in fact there were 57 notifications (there were none in the previous
year). Two cases of pulmonary tuberculosis occurred.

The immunisation state of the district is fairly satisfactory.
Congiderably fewer vaccinations against smallpox were performed during the
¥ear. This was due to the abnormally high number performed in the previous
¥ear when it may be recalled that an cutbreak elsewhere in the country
was responsible for a very widespread demand far waceination throughout
the country.

It is =satisfactory to see from the Public Health Inspector's report
that a very good water supply has been maintained by the Newcastle and
Gateshead Water Company. In particular, it is good to note that further
improvements are in the process of completion, which will eventually remove

the difficulties which have been experienced in Bamburgh and Beadnell.



An important item of legislation during 1963 concerned the standards
of meat inspection. Local Authorities must now ensure that all meat
intended for human consumption is passed fit by a gualified Inspector. The
scope and standard of the inspection has besn increased, and this will

ensure greater safety for the customer. i

Despite the lower standards permitted in the carszvan site of a neighbourd
anthority, it is satisfactory to see that most of the sites in the Belford
Rural District measure up fully to the original standards laid down.
Caravanning is an increasingly popular pastime and the very large numbers
which arrive in the coastal areas of this Rural District in the summer make

it imperative that the highest possible standards and care are exercised.

In conclusion, I wish to thank the Chairman and Members of the Council,
the Clerk, and the Surveyor and Public Health Inspector for their continued

interest and help during the year.

I am,
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

Medical Officer of Health
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GENERAL STATISTICS

The area of the district was 39,797 acres

The number of inhabited houses was 2,02% and the nurber of
new houses completed during the year was 8

The rateable value was £61,17]1 and the sum represented by a
penny rate was £238.

The estimated mid-year population was 4,780 and this figure
was taken when caloulating the birth and death rate.

VITAL STATISTIC
Live Births: Males Females Total
Legitirate & 21 67
Illegitimate = 1 1
Total g 22 [4:]
Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 of the pepulation 14,22
Crude Birth Rate multiplied by Comparability Focior 17.20
Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births 1.47
54111 Births
Legitimate 3 - 3
Illegitimate = 1 L
rotal il
Stillbirth rate per 1,000 total liwve and still births 55.55
Total live and still births T2
Infant Deaths (deaths under one year)
Legitimate 1 - 1
Illegitimate = = =
Total 1 = i
Infant Mortality Rates
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births 14,70
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births 1k.92
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births -
Nec—natal Mortality Rate
Legitimate 1l - 1
Illagitimate - = =
Total gy =t s
Deaths under four weeks per 1,000 total live births 1%.70
Early Neo-natal Mortality Bate
Legitimate 1 - 1
Iliagitimate = = =
Total 1 = 1
Deaths under ome week per 1,000 total live births 14,70

Ferinatal Mortality Hate

Stillbirths and deaths under one week combined per 1,000
total live and still births B9, bk



Maternal Mortality (including aborticn)

Humber of deaths
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births

Deaths M

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 of the population

Crude Death Rate multiplied by Comparability Factor
Deaths from Puerperal Sepsis

Deaths from Other Fuerperal Causes

Deaths from Cancer

CHIEF CAUSES OF DEATH

ales Females Total

TEE L T o

15,43
1z.12

-

11

Males Famales Total

Tuberculosis (Respiratory)
Tuberculosis (Other)
Syphilitic Disease
Diphtheria
fhooping Cough
ileningococcal Infections
Acute Foliomyelitis
lMeasles
Other infective and parasitic diseases
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach

L L Lung, Bronchus

iy L Breast

L " Uterus
Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms
Leukaepmia, aleukaemia
Diabetes
Yascular Lesions of the Nervous System
Coronary Disease, Angina
Hypertension with Heart Disease
Other Heart Disease
QOther Circulatory Disease
Influenza
Preumonia
Bronchitis
Other Diseases of Respiratery System
Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea
Nephritiz and Nephrosis
Hyperplasia of Prostate
Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion
Congenital Halformations
Other defined and ill-defined dissases
lotor Vehicle Accidents
All Other Accidents
Suieide
Homicide and operations of War

Totals

INFANT MORTALITY

Cause of Death Age
days

Congenital Heart Disease 6

[§%]
ICJI*-F‘IMI—'IHIINI—'!Il—'b-'l-l-‘ﬂlll:l—'lll,ﬂll-ﬁl-llllll

.
F¥xnEE=2 80 0 1

ekt
I I HHFMMMWM DA D
b=
A0 D Py =

mli—‘-l‘:'l'\ﬂl-—'l 1 I WG

2 PR

Flace of Death

Babies Hospital, The Leares,
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FOPULATION, BIRTH RATE AND INFANT MORTALITY

1918 - 1963

Year Fopulation Birth Rate ?:?::i Elaths éEi::iity

Rate
1918 L, 091 16.3 2 26.6
1919 b, 538 15.11 4 58.8
1520 4,490 22.27 3 30,0
1521 I 540 16.15 5 5.0
1g22 L, aug 16.7% & 72.0
1925 k4,950 15.55 I 51.0
192k 4,943 14,76 7 96.0
1925 4,909 14,87 5 68.0
1926 4,870 12.52 5 . 65.0
1927 4,755 14.3 5 73.0
1928 b, 742 11.5% 5 750
1929 &, B09 12.7 5 82.0
1930 4,809 11.0 3 56.6
1931 L, 433 144 5 78.0
1932 L.B21 13.5 5 82.0
1933 b, 435 12.6 2 45,7
1934 L boys 18.0 2 2k.7
1935 4555 13.5 h 63.5
1936 L, 647 16.5 5 64.9
1937 Repert Missing - - -
1934 k4,764 17.4 [ 72.3
1939 Report Missing - o =
1'9!4{] 5,265 12.7 3 Iy 7
1941 5,379 1.7 6 6.0
1942 5,279 19.3 1 %9.2
gLz Report Missing 5 i i
l’Elli-lt L i o e =
1945 4,703 16.5 = Z
1946 i , 88k 20.6 6 59.4
1947 k906 21.8 Iy 37.3
1948 4, 90k 15.2 1 13.3
1949 4,950 15.4 3 39,5
1950 5,099 16.2 3 36,0
1951 5,155 14.7 1 15.0
1952 5,022 15.7 i | 12.6
1953 5,065 12.5 1 15.6
15954 5,030 14.0 - =
1955 5,030 13.5 3 bl .0
1956 5,030 11.1 2 35.0
1957 5,030 15.1 3 45,0
1558 5,010 13,57 1 L. 70
1959 5,040 16.47 2 24,09
1960 5,050 17 bk = =
1261 L, 600 17.40 1 15.58
1962 L,790 15,03 2 20,48
1963 L,780 17.20 1 1%.70
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Scarlet Faver =
thooping Cough -
Diphtheria -
MHeasles 57
Freumonia -
Cerebro-spinal Meningitis -
Enteric Fever -
Eryzipelas -
Acute Foliomyelitis -
Dysontory
Ophthalmia Neonatorum -
Puerperal Fyrexia -
Emallpox -
Paratyphoid Fever -
Food Poisconing -
Encephalitis
TUBERCULOSIS
Hew Cases Deaths
Age Fulmonary | Non-Fulmonary Pulmonary | Non- ulmonary
Groups | M FiM F 4 F | M F
0=151{ = - = - - - | = -
15-25 1| - -] = - = - | = &
25-4511 - - - - - | = -
ks-E51 1 - - - - - - -
65+ - -| - - - - - -
Totals | 2 el e - - - | = -

POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION

North No. 1 & 2 Areas

The following table shows the number of persons vaccinated against

poliomyelitis during the year ended 3lst December, 1963.

Number of Fersons

Two Injections = Salk Vacecine &
Third Booster - Salk Vaccine 37
Fourth Beoster = Salk Vaccine =
Thres Doses - Oral Vaccine 1,004
Booster dose oral after two Salk injections 18%
Booster dose oral after three Salk injections 420

Booster dose oral after three Oral doses 13
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IMMUNISATION

Primary Immunisation

Secondary(Reinforcing) Injections

Undex Under
1 |1 j2isi%is/|10/1%{Tetal]l 1 |1 2| 3 415/9]10/14 |Total

Diphtheria - = f==l=] = - - = === ol 3] e 13
Dightheria
and Tetanus -l ={1--1 3 - b « =155 7 251 = 73
Diphtheria
and Whoop- - | = f-4d- - P - S [P [E i =
ing Cough
Diphtheria,
Whooping ; s = 2 = 5
Cough and 3% (28 | 4 1 67 AL g B 10
Tetanus

Totals 3 |28 |- 4| - | 71 - |-13% g 832 | 1 95

SMALLPOX VACCTNATION

North Ho. 1 Area

Humber_?accinatud During Period Humber Be-waccinated
Under 15 ar Under I | i 15 or

1 1]|2-4| 5-14% |over |Total|l 1 |1 }2-4|5-104) over |Total

Berwick H.E. a2 5 - 2 2 51 - - 1 7 a8 16
Belfard R.D. i b (| - 1 13 - =1 2 2 iz 15
ilendale R.D. 27 21 = - 3 e - =1 = 1 10 11
Hﬁrhﬂlﬂ R-DI 3 — el 1 1 5 - - - - ? ?
Totale 66 (141 1 3 i 91 - j=1 3 |10 I 50
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ANMITUAL REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR & PURLIC HELLTH INSPECTOH

1963
NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS & VISITS

PUBLIC HENLLTH ACT.

Drainapa. 15
T LT 6
Septic Tanks 14
Dangerous and Dilapidated Buildinges. 2
Trade Refuse. T

Iuathins.

Offensive accumulatliong. 1
Public Conveniences 51
Yater Supply and Tater Samplos. 41
Tentsa 3
Camping Sites. 44
HOUSING ACTS.
Repairs. 25
Demolition and Closing Sec.16. 4
Improvement Grants. 61
MOOD & DRUGS
Slaughterhouse = meat inspections. 162
Butchers Shops - " L 21
Food Premises - inspections. 29
= conderned foods 4
Ico-oroam retailers, 11
Ice—cream Hamifacturers. 5
Fish Yarchents, 2
Dairies, Milk Dealers etc. 4
FLOTORTES LMD YORKSHOFS
Fectories with mechanical power 16
Factories without mechanical power. 3
PHEVENTION OF DiRUGCE BY PESTE ACT.
Inspection of dwelling houses. 9
Other premises. 21
Local [uthority Fremises. 19
NISCELLLTBOUS
Rafuse Tipe. T1
Bewage Torks. 13

Sea Cutfalls. 19



WATER SUPFLILS.

The cperation of the Water Undertaking has been on the whole most
satisfactory and in the case of the failure of the Bamburgh supply the Neweastle
and Gateshead Water Company acted with such promptitude the failure was scarscly
noticed.

The supply %o Peadnell was maintained by use of 2 booster pump but the
Harbour ares continued to suffer shortsges. This situation existed under the
Council but has worsensd with the increase in demand.

Witk the coopletion of the main froo Windylaw to Seabouses and the Elford
Reservoir the supgly to Secahouses should be essured for the foreseeable future
and with the Elford Reservoir commanding both Bamburgh and Beadnell there too
the position should be assured.

Thirty nine sauples were taken of private supply with results as showm
in the table below.

Highly satisfactory. Satislactory. Suspicious. Unsatisfactory.
10 L 1 21

In the case of L of the unsatisfactory sauples, remedial work or changing
to new or alternative supply was effected resulting in 27 houses getting &
highly satisfactory supply of water. It may be possible to effect improvement
to some of the other supplies but many ruet rewain unsatisfactory. I would
point out that it does not follow that these supplies are dangerous or injurious
to health es the organisms prescnt are generally cempletely harmless, but they
do have a potential danger.

SEVERAGE.

The C.I. pipe to the se= outfall below The Acren, Seabouses, was effectiyely
scroped and no stoppages occured during the yoar. This is o great inprovenent
end very gratifying in visw of the low cost involved.

The Rivers (Prevention of Pollution)het 1961 required that, from 1st June
all existing sewage discharges into water courses should hawve the consent of
the Hiver Board. The Council have 7 such discharges and applications for
consent have been suboitted to the Board. In view of the very large numhers
of applicatiom= with which the Board hawe to deal it may be some considerable
tine before consents are given.

There was no sign during the year of pollution on the Beadnell beach which
confirms oy opinion that the original complaint of pollution was dus to
fishermen cleaning their nets after shooting them in the area near the outfall.

FUBLIC CLEANSING,

Tals service has operated satisfectorily during the year and only a few
conplaints were received. These were from cccupiers of '"holiday houses?
re-opening their houses as it were without notice.,

It hee boen difficult to omintain the tips fo a proper standard and the too
fraguent firee at the Burton bip geave rise to justified complaint. The need
for tracior with shovel was made a necessity and the Council bave undoubtedly
taken the right step in agreeing to purchase a machine,
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FUBLIC CONVENTENCES.

Theso were uaintained in reasonable condition during the year despite the
efforts of the public using them to make them as filthy as possible. It has to
be accepted that convenicnces are now a regular target for vandals. I feel sure
that the general public could help in preventing this sonseless dastruction,

LEAT INSPECTION.

f—

The Hegulstions cane into force on the let Ootober laying dewrn the standard
of inspection to be carried out and requiring 100% inspection. The butchers have
so far co-operated in the conplying with the Regulation by refraining fron meek-
end slaughtering with consequent neod for extre time to be spent on inspections.

With the generous help of the Inspectors from Alnwrick R.D. the Regulations
will be fully complied with,

CARM AT 3TTES.

The decizion of the Alnwick Magistrates in the case of the Caravan Site at
Seaton Point is unfortunate in that it will now be impossible fully to inplement
the Model Btandard, except by persuasion,

¥oat of the sites have or intend to have full provision of facilities and it is
to be hoped that the otheres will appreciate the desirability of having their sites
to full standard,

FOOD & DRUGS.

Ice=crean lanufacturcrs.
Ice-crean Prouises (Sale of pro-packed ice—cream). 23

Food Inspections (Defective Food surrendered).

Canned Han, 1 tin,
Other canned peats. 1 +in.
Ba.cﬂt‘.l.. 1 1":‘1].-
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TLTER BUFPLIES

Parishes. [Ldder— | | : . 1
tone | Bamb— | Bead- Lﬂnlf-il":ﬂ,sinu Ellin- lmiadl- Sund- H
ith | urgh. |nr.:1L jord. jgton. | gham. !eton. | erld.
clere , f !

i . ) -
1 | ]I |

Census. | 303 | 3558 @ 586 1070 | 199 430 | 233 | 1625 | 5004
[ l ]

No. inhab- E I i !

ited : |

houssse 136 oga o} oao@ loaBp | 98 134§ 8% 649 | 2023

(According { !

to Census){103) | (216) |(242) [(360){ (71) | (122) | (B3) | (607)|(1804)

No. heouses| i 50 & 1

o | Pith pipedj , Boarding

= gupply in | i school. !

'Ea." housas. g2 217 | 268 344 - - 634 | 1605
o i

;:ri Wo. houses!

Zlmith stand-

A pipe Equﬁ‘]'-r: B DI g - - 5 e T 24
21 Nos housas | i

_E;J with piped| i

&) supply in |

£¢ housas. 34 31 | 24 4% 1T T8 a1 8 | 382
| No. housas i

Z|with stand- !

&ipipes. & 2 - - 1 3 - - 12

¥o. houses 1

with W.C. W12 | 249 | 289 }3&-0 70 127 |86 648 | 1961

No. houses i ! |

with bath. {11 | 245 ' 288 (358 '70 ' 114 (B6 | 605 | 1177
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HOUSTEG
GEUERAL .
Total number of inhabited houses in District 2023
Vew housas Local Authority =
New houscs Private Persons. 8
Total nurber of houses ouned by Local Authority 25
CLOSING AND DEMOLITICH.
1. Houzes demolished in Clearance Arons, =
24 Houses denslished not in Clearance freas.
3. Houses closcd not demolished (Section 16) 1
L. Houses permanently discontimisd as dwellings. =
REFPAIRS,
Houses made Fit,
(a) By hformal action. 10
(&) By owmers as a result of statutory notice -
(c) By Local futhority in default of owmers &

—

LUPROVEIENT GRANTS.
HOUSING ACT 1949 - HOUSE PURCILASE & HOUSING ACT. 195G.

1. Discrotiongry Gronts,
{a2) Applications subnitted to Local futhority during yezr. 13
(b) Applications rejected. 1
{c) ipplicstions approved. 17
(d) Approximate svarage grant approved per house. 339
{a) Total number of houscs approved for grant since
inception of schena, 223
2. Standard fGrants, During yesp. Totall
(1) Funber of separate houses for which grants were made dates
during the year, 5 21
{2)  Mumber of houses so provided with
a)] Bath or shower. 3 18
b) Wash hand basin, L] 20
) Hot water supply. L 1
d) Uater closet. L 19
e) Food store. 5 18

(3) Houses not included in abowve approved for grant under
the Hill Fayming and Livestock Rearing Act 1546-54. -

CLOSET CONVERSIONS.

Mgbsr of conversicns to water closets, -
Mumber of privy closets in use as at the end of the pear. &2

POSIPION WITH REGARD TO UNFIT HCUSES. A

Total number of houses schaduled for condemnation |
(1955 Report). El |

Total nunbor demolished. T
Discontinucd =5 dwelling houses, =Y §
Total number of families still requiring to be rehoused. 1

{
|
1
f




HEAT THSPECTION,
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The following table shows the number of animals slaughtored

and the carcases and offal inspected and condemned in whole or in part.

Carcascs subnitted to

Cattle i : Sheep : |
lpxciud- Cows, | Calves, | & | Pige.| Horses., |
f Ang cows. l i Lonbs, | 1
I ' | ' !
! Number killed (if kmown) | 192 i - - §30....L.ST. o} = ;
| Iusber inspected. | 192 = - K30 1 57 - |
I . i !
! All disesses | | ; I
| ‘excopt Tuberculosis ‘ | : !
{ and Cysticerni, E . =
F Whole carcases condemmed.) 1 { - i 2 - I = !
, ! - : |
E Carcases of which scme | E | | ' 5
| part or organ was | ! i ! |
| condemmed. | 61 1 ] 54 5 | == |
! | . i :
| Perceniage of the nuober | E : ; !
i inspected affeected with | i i i :
disease other than tuber=— i | | !
| oulosis end oysticerci, | 32.3 - [ 150808 | - !
] ! !
1
Tuberculosis only. ' i i |
“Thole carcases cnnﬂﬂmnnd| - - [k = - i =) - :
| | |
Carcases of which some | i i i r
part or organ was | | i ! |
condemned. | = - [ o= - ! | = ;
| | | -
Paercentage of the munberi ] f :
inspected affected with | 1 : E |
tuberculesis. | = = l = e | = i
1 ' !
| i |
Cysticercosis, | : ! |
Cercmacs of which some | | !
part or organ was ! 1 |
condezned. i i = = - = - !
' |

treatoent by
refrigeration.

i
|
Generalised and |
totally condemnad. |

-

-

Cysticercosis.

A single degenergted cyst
head only was condemned.

The carcase was carefully

gkirt finely sliced.

was found in the outer masseter muscle, and the

examined after jointing and the heart and thick



14

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

Twpe of Property

Hon=Apricul tural

T
| Local

(2)

Hﬂﬂﬂ "

Authority. (inecl.

| Houses).

Counc

il

. L3)

'A1l other
(inel. Bus, | Cols. (1),
\Premises},

i %)

| Total of

(2) & (3).

(5)
Agricul

tur-
al - i

lio. of properties in
Local Authority's
District.

10

2023

I 2,38

104

Total no. of proper—
ties inspected as a

result of notifica-

tion,

89

i
| ¥15
|

3

g2

i RSN F——

e - - ¢ -

lio. of such propert—
ies found to he

infested byt= tejor

21

Conzon . =
zon rat Mnon

52

foTn | P

House mouse Hajor

[ =

DI o i

[ Lo WL 05

inox

10

=t

Je

Total no. of Proper—
ties inepected in
the course of

survey under the Act.

478

10

L35

15

lhember of such
properties found
to be infested by:-

Common rat,

=

Xinoxr

House mouse. lejor

| L

linoxr

hoH=| 1 P

o

Total no. of properi-
ies otherwise inspec—

ted (e.g. when visited

primarily for some
other ngrpﬂﬁc}

16

TTos of proparties
found to be infested

by¢ ifajor

Common rat. Eion

Houze mouse, Hajor

Hinor

] Lo (RN ]

hsa] =0 ra

Tatal inspecticns
carried out = incl.
re=inspections

(to be completed
only if Tigures
are readily
available)

Bo. of infeated
properties (in
Secs.2,3 & L)
trcated by the L.l.

120

P 133

sl . am

Totazl treagtmonts
garried out = inecl.
re~treatments.,

19

56

o, of notices

gerved under Sec. b

of the fct.

(2) Treatment.

(b} Structural work,
(i.e. Roofing).

e

1l

Ho. of "Block"
control schemes
carried ouk.

: o Ship raf?

found in the District.




FACTORIES ACT, 13937 to 1959.
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Part 1 of the jhot.

1., INSPECTIONS for the purposcs of provisicns as the health.
| W e
Fromises. lumber on | _ ﬁ?‘fer of
Register, I Inspections, ; nritien | Gecupicra
I ! Notices. | Prosacuted.
| i == 5
1, Factories in which i 5 i :
Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6 . | E
are %o be enforced by | ! E ;
Local Authordity. L | 3 | - | - I
|
2. Factories not included i i .
in 1 in which Section 7 i i :
iz enforced by the Local | . . i
Authority. 22 ; 16 ! - - :
: - !
3« Other premises in which :
Section T i enflorced :
by the Local Authority : |
{exeluding out=workers! i
pronises ). 2 2 - = .
Total 28 21 - -

[ e e e e e ]

2. Casecs in which DEFECTS were found.

Particulars.

Tunmber of cascs in which
defects ware found,

¥upber of cases
in which prosec

| Found Remedied:  Reforred =utions were
i to H.li. by H.H. :institﬁted.
! {Inapeetr. Inspectr, '
1
! | | .
Went of clesnliness (S.I) : ([ [ ; | |
; i | :
Overeronding (5.2) ' !
| |
| { !
Unrcasonable | ; !
te=perature (S.3) | : !
! 1 |
] | 1 |
Inadequate ventilation | i
(8.4) 1 1 i
; ! | | |
Ineffective drainase of { i i
floors (S.6) i |
| I
]
Sanitary Convenicnces | ! |
(8.7) | ; |
(2) Insufficient . I :
(t) Unsuitable o [ |
defective. 2 2 !

{c) ot separate for
SEXes.

Other offences ageinst
the Aot (not including
offences relating o
Cutworik,

———













