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ANNUAL REPORT

UPON THE

Health and Sanitary Condition

OF THE

Belford Rural Sanitary District

for the Year ending December 3ist, 1021,

Natural and Social Conditions of the District.
Population, (Census 1911), 5006.  Population (estimated 1921), 4940,

Physical Features and General Character of the
District.

FPHE District is bounded by the sea on the East and moorland on
[ the West. 1t is, generally speaking, undulating and well
cultivated land, excepting the extreme Western portion, which is
moorland and more hilly.  The district is well watered, well drained
and healthy : there are no congested areas nor any industrial works
leading to smoke nuisance. :

The chief oceupations are agriculture and sea fishing, both of which
are conducive to health.

Total Number of Births, 80.  Birth Rate, 16:15 per 1000,  (Ille-
gitimate Births), 7. Number of Vaccinations, 75. Number of
Deaths, d0.  Death Rate, 10-12 per 1000. Number of Deaths in
Children under 1 year, 6. Rate per 1000 Births 75.

The amount of Poor Law Relief (Out Relief) for the Year 1920
was £406 3s. (. Mmuf}‘ £365 15s 6d. Kind £13 7s. 6d. In
1920 the Total amount was £332 8s 0d.

There is no Huspitul in the District which has been utilised for

gratuitous Medical Relief except the relief of the sick poor in the
Workhouse at Belford, '






At Belford Station, Bellshill farm House and Middleton Hall the
sewage is dealt with by means of septic tanks.

At Shoreston Hall there is a small sewage scheme on modern lines
comprising septic tank and continuous filters.

Closet Accomodation.

The ashpit and privy system is in vogue at all the farm premises and
most of the villages have the same.  With a few exceptions, BELFORD
has the ashpit and privy method in use.

Most of the houses in BAMBURGH are now prm'i-:]ed with water
olosets. Exceptions are at Victoria and South Vietoria Terraces, Wl.'lﬂ'['\e
the pail closet system is out of harmony with the property and might
well be substituted by w.c.’s, as has been pr&vimlsly recommended.

A large number of the houses in Sea Houses now have water closets
and the privy system is gradually being abolished.

A few of the larger houses in BeapsiLL have water closets.

The approximate nuniber of each type of closet are: Privy Ashpit, ¢
with privy for one house, 673: Privy ashpits, with privy for move
than one house, 97 ; Pail closets, 79 : w.e’s, 238 Sinee 1911 some 42
w.c.’s, have been put in.

QoavVENGING.— Public scavengers are appointed to remove house
refuse in BeLrorp and NowTH SUNDERLAND.

At Belford the refuse is deposited on agricultu ral land, and old tins,
ete., are removed to a disused claypit at the Brick Sheds.

"The refuse from privies and ashpits at North Sunderland is mostly
put on agricultural land, and the other refuse is removed to a publie
rubbish depot at the Old Quarry on the Sou th Links.

In the case of other villages and farm places, the ashpits, ete., are
nsunlly emptied by the occupiers and tenants.

At Baypuran the Scavenging has been largely carried out by the
(Castle Authorities, and in some instances by the oceu piers, no publie
scavenger having been appointed  This arrangement has now been
cancelled and the duty devolves upon the oceupiers entirely, it remains
to be seen whether this will prove satisfuctory, otherwise it will be
necessary to employ a pu blie scavenger. i

An increasing number of houses are using movable ashbins as water
closet accomodation is being introduced.

Sanitary Inspection of the District.

During the year visits have been paid by the Inspector of Nuisances
and myself to various parts of the District, and enquiries made into.
the general healthiness, the water supply, the drainage and the
eondition of dwelling houses.  Defective conditions have been reported
to the District Council, and notices sent to the occupiers or OWNET,
A detailed table of inspections made by the Inspector of nuisances ig
appended to this report. i Y

























with, as well as other necessary improvements effected, otherwise the
Couneil will need to take action. An old ashpit of long-standing
complaint in Taylor Street has been abolished and the privies con-
verted into ash closets. While w.c.’s would have been preferable, yet
the conditions arve greatly improved. Two w.e.’s and urinal have been
built in connection with the West Street Memorial Hall, Belford,
conveniences which were badly needed.

A great deal remains to be done in regard to sanitary accommoda-
tion generally.  Structurally many of the conveniences are lacking,
and as previously reported, until it is made compulsory for one house
one sanitary convenience, the matter will always be troublesome to
deal with. ~ Attention is also drawn to the dilapidated state and
unsnitability of many of the ashbins at Sea Houses, which the
owners are liable to provide and maintain in proper condition,  As in
previous years, the scavenging at Belford and Sea Houses has been
carried ont by contract. Elsewhere the duty devolves upon oceupiers,
though at Bamburgh the estate houses were attended to by the Castle
Authorities until recently.

During the vear, plans were approved for buildings as follows :—
New house at North Sunderland for Mrs Fordy ; Wash-house for Mr
A. Jeffray, Sea Hoeses; Extensions to Bank premises, Sea Houses ;
New bakeliouse for Mrs Young, Sea Houses—a very desirable im-
provement, the existing being too small for the staff ; Wash-house at
Old Kennell's Cottage, Middleton; 2 Houses at Shoreston Hall
Extensions to Mr. Tully’s house, Belford ; Conveniences, Belford
Memorial Hall ; New Cowshed for Mr Mole, North Sunderland-- the
old one being condemned ; New Porch and W.C. at top of Taylor
Street, Sea Houses ; and 2 Houses at St. Aidans.

THOS. W. DODD,
A. R. San. L
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