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SeEa Houses and NORTH SUNDERLAND are supplied from a reservoir
on Brockdam Moor, and there is a storage reservoir at Sea Houses in
connection with this supply, capable of holding 60,000 gallons.

Beapxern and Swixvok are supplied from Brockdam reservoir by
means of a connection to the North Sunderland Water Works
Company’s main at Swinhoe Cottage.

Several farm places and villages on the line of the North Sunderland
and Bamburgh water mains ave supplied from them.

Berrorp.—The main supply is piped from a spring at the Blue Bell
farm to a reservoir on the North Bank, :-mcl thence piped to various
houses on the Main Street There ave 2 supplies in West Street from
springs, and one from a spring near the National Schools in High
Street.  There is now an additional supply of water from Heiruud
Moor, which supplies most of West Street, and also supplements the
High Street supply. It has been found to be very satisfactory both in
guality and quantity.

All the supplies of the District are constant except in some instances
in Seasons of nnusual drought.

Drainage and Sewerage.

Theé Sewage, with few exceptions, passes into streams, ditches, or
the sea, and is untreated before doing so. Most of the houses in the
town of BELFORD are drained into sewer conduits, and a large
number of the drains are formed with sanitary pipes.

What is required is a new drainage system properly laid, and the
sewage dealt with according to modern views before being discharged
into the Belford stream.

Most of the honses in Brapxerrn village are drained into a sewer,
which conveys the sewage into the sea. Beadnell Hquzu{* atud ant
Hall are also provided with sewers. Beadnell Stead is draived lill("l;'ll:,
into the sea. Several of the large honses in Beadnell are drained into
cesspools, which are periodically emptied.

[solated houses and farm places throughout the district ave in many
cases drained in to cesspools ; although in some places the sewage 1s
discharged into streams.  No complaints, have, however, recently
heen made as to any nuisance arising from this cause,

At Belford Station and Bellshill farm house the sewage is dealt
with by means of septic tanks.

At Shoreston Hall there is a small sewage scheme on modern lines,
comprising septic tank and centinuous filters.
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Closet Accomodation.

The ashpit and privy system is in vogue at all the farm premises,
and most of the villages have the same. With a few exceptions
Berrorp has the ashpit and privy method in use,

Most of the houses in BAMBURGH are now provided with water
closets.  Exceptions arve at Victoria and South Vietoria Terraces,
where the privy ashpit system is out of harmony with the property
and might well be substituted by W.Cs, as has been previously
recommmended.

A large number of the houses in Sea Houses now have water closets
and the privy system is gradually being abolished.

A few of the larger houses in BEADNELL have water closets.

The approximate number of each type of closet are: Privy Ashpit,
with privy for one house, 680, Privy ashpit, with privy for more than

one house, 100 ; Pail closets, 60 ; W.Cs, 220: Sinee 1911 some 24
W.Cs have been put in.

ScaveENGING. —Public scavengers are appointed to remove house
refuse in BELrorD and NoRTH SUNDERLAND.

At Belford the refuse is deposited on agricultural land, and old
ting, de., are removed to a disused claypit at the Brick Sheds.

The refuse from privies and ashpits at North Sunderland is mostly
put on agricultnral land, and the other refuse is removed to a public
rubbish depot at the Old Quarry on the South Links.

In the case of other villages and farm places the ashpits, &e., ave
usually emptied by the oceupiers and tenants.

At BAMBURGH the scavenging is- largely ecarried out by the Castle
Authorities, and in some instances by the occupiers, no public seaven-
ger having been appointed.

An increasing number of houses are using movable ashbins as water
closet accomodation is being introduced. -

Sanitary Inspection of the District.

During the year visits have been paid by the Inspector of
Nuisances, and myself, to various parts of the District, and enquiries
made into the geneval healthiness, the water supply, the drainage,
and the condition of dwelling houses.  Defective conditions have heen
reported to the District Council, and notices sent to the oceupiers or
owners. A detailed table of inspections made by the [nspector of
Nuisances is appended to this Report. '

The workshops, slaughter houses, bakeliouses and cowsheds have
bsen inspected.



Cowsheds. In some instances orders have been given to lime-
wash, and these have been complied with. Speaking generally they
are kept fairly well,

There are 25 Cowsheds on the Register.

PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE FACTORY AND
WORKSHOP ACT, 18901.

Under the above Act special visits have been paid to the various
workshops in the District, and an enquiry made into their sanitavy
condition in reference to:—

(1) Cleanliness

(2) Air Space

(8) Ventilation

(4) Drainage and Wet Floors

(5) Provision of Sanitary Conveniences

Bake Houses, six in number, have received special attention, and
found to be in a satisfactery condition.

The names of tenants of all workshops have been placed upon a
Register.

In none of the workshops arve any cut-workers employed.

The following is a list of the occupations carried on in the varvious
workshops :—

Dressmakers e 14 Bakers .. §
Bootmalers i g Blacksmiths 8
Tailors , . o 4 Saddlers. . 2
Joiners ., Ve 10 Painters . . 4
Cycle Agents & Garages 6 Herring Curers 5
Gras Works 2 Plumbers 3
Sawmill e | Milliners 3
Sculptor .. = 1

In the great majority of cases I have found the air space to be ample.

In all cases there has been sufficient air space for the number
employed during ordinary working hours. In one of the herring
yards the drains were defective and new pipes have been laid.

The general cleanliness and drainage have been found satisfactory,

ANﬂUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1918,

For the Rural District of Beliord, on the administration of the Factory
and Workshop Act, 1901, in connection with Factories, Workshops,
Workplaces and Housework.
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Schools. February 28th. On account of the prevalence of
[nfluenza the schools at Middleton, Lucker, Warenford and the West
Street school in Belford were closed for 14 days : and, March 3rd, for
the same reason and the same period the schools at Beadnell and
Newham were closed. In some cases it was found necessary to
extend the period. The C.E School at Belford was closed on March
4th for 3 weeks on account of influenza

Duving the Autumn months many cases of measles oceurred. In
October it was found nccessary to close the School at Newham, and
also the School at Beadnell in November. After closure Schools
should always be disinfected and an abundant supply of air passed
through them. Sanitary conveniences are provided for all the Schools.
There are facilities for obtaining drinking water, though in the case of
Newham and Ellingham not suﬂiuent]y near.

Food. Attention has been paid to milk supplies by inspections
made of cowsheds and cows. Speaking generally, the former are airy
and-well ventilated, the chief faults found are need for more frequent
cleaning of the walls, and attention to the cleanliness of the cows
themselves. Regulations in reference to light, ventilation, air space,
floor area and general construction should be carefully fixed.

A consignment of frozen beef at Sen Houses in June was condemned
as it was found unfit for human consumption,

No public abattoir has been established in the district,. but oppor-
tunities are afforded of inspecting meat at the time of slaughter,

Prevalence of and Control over Infectious Diseases.

The principal diseases prevalent in the district were influenza and
measles.  In some cases the schools were closed, and information given
by Iwﬂma as to the controel and care of those ¢ﬁ'wtt;.d There were 21
cases of scarlet fever notified during the year, of which one was fatal,
but the majority of them were confined to one farm place.

In cases of Diprikiria prompt use of anti-toxin is resorted to.

Three cuses of pnewmonia were notified, but none of malaria,
dysentery, or trench fever, or enteric fever,

In cases of sore throat which suggest u diptheritic orvigin, swabs have
been taken and sent off for examination. Bacterological aids to
Diagnosis —Diphtheria, 5 ; Tuberculosis, 3 ; lnteric, Nil.

Six deaths were due to INFLUENZA. On Feb. 19th I made a special
report upon this disease to the District Council, detailing the, steps
that the public should take in order to lesson its intensity, and also
pointing out the value of inoculations,
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Tubercolosis.—There is no institution in the district for the treat-
ment of this disease.

Small-Pox.—No primary vaccinations or re-vaccinations have
been performed by the Medical Officer of Health under the Public
Health, (Smallpox Prevention), Regulations, 1917.

Maternity and Child Welfare. ;

. The County Council provide inspecting ladies who visit mothers
and give useful advice in child welfare.

In November 1917 1 drew the attention of the Council to the great
danger incurred by not making the use of long tube feeding bottles
illegal. :

STaFF.—(1)The Clerk, (2) The Medical Officer of Heulth, (3) The
Inspector of Nuisances.

Isolation Hospital for Small-pox situated near the town of Belford.
Total available beds, & provided by the Belford Rural Distriet Couneil.
The necessity for making use of it has not yet arisen.

Sanitary Administration.

Local Acts, Special Local Orders, or general adoptive Acts in force
in the District.

The Bye-laws in force in the District relate to—

(1) The prevention of nuisances im the keeping of animals .
(2) Common Lodging Houses.

(3) Slaughter Houses.

(4) Tents, Vans, Sheds, etc.,

(5) New Streets and Buildings.

Regulations under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order,
1885, were adopted in 1387.

Housing.

The total number of houses in the district is 1246, The number
for working classes, 1032,

During the year no additional houses were provided; there were,
however, 2 new houses in course of erection at New Shoreston, where
it is also proposed to remodel the existing 6 cottages into 4, leaving
the total number at 6 as before.

Committees appointed by the Couneil were satisfied that there was a
shortage of adequate working class accomodation at Belford, Bamburgh,
Sea Houses, North Sunderland and Beadnell. So far as the farm
districts were concerned, it was more a question of inadequate and
unsatisfactory accomodation than of there being an insufficient
number of houses,
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The Council are proceeding with Housing Schemes as follows: Belford,
12 houses, Bamburgh, 4, Sea Houses, 12, North Sunderland, 5, Beadnell.
6, Total, 39.

OvERCROWDING. According to the last completed housing inspections
there were 233 houses with more than 2 ocenpants per room. Oceas-
ionally marked cases of overcrowding arise at farm places where there
are 2 rooned cottages, and the occupier has 5 or 6 children; the
housing on the farms is a difficult problem with the frequent changes-
of tenancies among the workers.

The general standard of housing, as in most other ruval districts,
does not reach a high level. A considerable number of houses are
defective in a variety of ways. Some have no damp courses, and the
walls are more or less damp, and many are lacking in general accomo-
dation and conveniences,

No necessity has arisen during the year to make closing orders.

" Jas. G. Macaskie,
1920, Medical Officer of Health.
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Annual Report of the Inspector of

Nuisances, 1919.

During the year 1919, the question of Housing has been chietly
under consideration. Hrteﬂy, the position may be stated as follows :
Committees were appointed, along with the Medical Officer and myself,
to consider the needs of the respective localities. Their conclusions
were presented to the Council, arrangements made for Housing
Schemes as detailed in the Medical Officer’s report, and at the end of
.the year the stage reached was that sites lhad been provis-
ionally arranged for, and an architect appointed to carry out the
Couneil’s proposals. Special reports have been made to the Couneil
on various aspects of the housing, and with pm-Iir-u]ar reference to
suitability of site and water supply. The necessary preliminary work,
such as preparation of locality plans, site plans, form of survey of
housing needs. &c., has been flul:. carried out.

Regarding the general sanitary administration, frequent visits
have been paid thlnu,t_lumt. the district, relating to hnu«-ms_ conditions,
water nupphea sanitary accomodation, Hlau;-_.htm houses, L{H'\.'-u.hllia
workshops, &e., but Lopes of *-LI]::‘-I'FIJIti-l] improvements hung_, effected,
especially as m housing and sanitary accomodation, have not material-
ised. With one or two exceptions, 1t has only been possible to get
minor repairs effected.  Prevailing conditions of high eosts, :-uul
apparently, inadequate labour, render the effecting of lmprovements
more diftienlt than ever. Special mention might e made of the new
W.Cs., 12 in number, being erected at Llhlpr' Itow, =ea Houses, the
work now nearing Unntp]etlﬂn, after which the long 'nh‘!lltll'rlﬂ NUISANCes
of the open and offensive privy ashpits in Chapel Row and the
Harvbour front will be abolished. At ]‘}{‘H‘HH‘I, i a[l*{.‘l-zl,l report  was
made regarding a defective house and sanitary conveniences and these
matters have been remedied, two pail closets, with satisfactory ashpit
having been substituted for a foul and practically unuseable privy
ashpit existing previously.
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Move disinfecting than usual has been necessary duving the year,
bt the majority of the cases were at Burton, where Scarlet Fever was
epidemic.

The scavenging work, which is done in Belford and Sea Heouses by
contract, has on some oceasions been indifferently performed, especially
at Belford, and it has been n-cessary to give the Contractors notice of
several cases requiring attention, in one instance formal notice being
served under the terms of the contract that another carter would be
employed failing compliance with the notice. In other areas, there
seems to be a general tendeney to large acenmulations before eleansing,
though farmers and others have complied with requests to do so. The
whole question of sanitary accomodation is one that needs serious
consideration. There are still in the distriet many privy ashpits of an
objectionable type, and, moreover, it is nearly impossible to obtain
satisfactory conditions where dne privy has to serve more than one
tenant.

A special veport regarding the housing conditions at Blackett Row,
Bamburgh, was presented to the Couneil, and the position at the end
of the Year was that the owner was forwarded a copy of this Report,
with the request that he shonld inform the Council to what extent he
was prepared to effect vepairs, otherwise the houses, 5 in number,
would need to be closed.  Subsequently, this property has been sold,
and the new owner has informed the Couneil that he intends repairing
the property as soon as possible.  The Council have deferred further
aetion to give the owner opportunity to submit and carry out his
proposals

Referving to the anhy—tt of Housing generally, applied to existing
n.cmnm:[ahm: and to the various powers and duties of local authorities,
the Housing Act of 1919 adds greatly to the responsibilities of local
authorities. These are dealt with fully in the Manuals published by
the Ministry of Health, and it is unnecessary to vefer to them in
detail here.  Special emphasis should, however, be laid on the fact
that the standard nfhmming generally in the district is below that
stipulated as reasonable in view of present day Trequirements, It is
laid down that a fit house should be free from serious dampness, satis-
factorily lighted and ventilated, properly drained and provided with
ml-vqunte sanitary conveniences, including proper household sink, be in
good general repair, and have a nslllaﬁuinn water supply, adequatL
washing accomodation, proper facilities for preparing and cooking food
and a well-ventilated food store. Tt will thus be seen that the question
of existing housing accomodation, as well as new housing, is one that
demands the serious consideration of the Counecil.
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