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T'hese details are dealt with either in my Report or in that of the
Inspector of Nuisunces.

The Board alsn direct that the Medical Officer of Health shall now
obtain from the Ipspector of Nuisances an account of the work
performed by him during the year, and forward a copy of it in his
Annual Report to them.

STATISTICS OF THE SIZE AND POPULATION
OF THE DISTRICT.

Acreage-—38,586. Inhabited Houses—1,227
Population o . 1881—5,688
i 1891—5,139
¥ 1901—5,207
o 1911—35,006

The population of the entire district estimated to the middle of
1914, equals 4,941.

General Mortality. During the year 1914, the deaths of 50
persons at all ages and from all causes were registered in the district
of Belford. There are also to be added 2 deaths of residents which
oceurred outside the distriet

The rate 1s 10.52 per 1,000, while that for the year 1913, was 11.84.
The rate for the combined rural districts of the whole county in 1913
was 13.02. '

Of the total number, 5 were in children nnder 1 year of age, and
29 in persons of 65 years and upwards.

Infant Mortality. Much importance is attached to th enumber of
deaths which occur each year uuder 1 year. Table IV. shows the
number, exact ages, and causes of deaths in infants. I am glad to
say there have only been 5 such deaths in the Belford Distriet in 1914.

The rate per 1,000 births was 52 which compares with that of 94
for the rural distriet of the county for 19183, and an average of 108 for
the last ten years in the same parts of the county. A high rate apart
from epidemics, is usually due to faulty methods of infant feeding
a want of care in keeping milk clean, and want of attention in making
houses and their surroundings, as far as may be, free from insanitary
conditions, In July last the Local Government Board issued a circular to
all sanitary authorities reminding them of the importance of taking all
practicable measures for the prevention of Epidemic Diarrhoea and of
promoting hygienic conditions in the feeding of infants. These re-
commendations should be printed and given to the head of each house
in which a birth has occurred; they are most valuable and will be
Espemall}f 80 in those cases where diseases in infants are produced
through ignorance rather than carelessness. At a Conference held in
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Diphtheria. Only 2 cases have been notified, and neither was
fatal. During recent years the mortality has declined, but it is diffi-
cult to say how far this is due to improved sanitary coumditions,
because the introduction of anti-toxin serum injections has done much
to lessen the number of deaths and also to no doubt prevent the
development of cases. In our district the sanitary authority is pre-
pared to obtain supplies of serum free whenever suitable cases arise.

As I have said in my report for 1913, the disease is more
common in towns, but it is found in sparsely populated dis-
tricts, and the virulence increases the longer the epidemic
lasts. Parents and teachers should be very suspicious when so
called  sore throats' are prevalent. Many of these cases are of a
diphtheritic nature, and if an examination of a swab from the throat
reveals the Klebs-Loefler bacillus the diagnosis is absolute. Damp-
ness in houses appears to predispose to the disease; so, too, do the
inhalation of gases from foul drains or ashpits, but in the light of the
most recent researches, it must be understood that neither dampness
nor noxious odours are in themselves capable of producing the disease.
They do, however, predispose to it and make persons more liable to
suffer severely from it. HEvery effort should therefore be made to
make houses clean in a sanitary sense, both within and without.
Drains should be kept cleared and flushed, and ashpits should be kept
diy, and frequently cleaned out. What should be aimed at is a very
small ashpit, which should be cleared by the householder at least
once a week, and the contents worked into the garden soil. To make

this possible, there should be no ashpit in use for more than one °

family. .

- It is very necessary to remember that a person who has apparently
recovered from an attack of diphtheria will remain infectious to others
so long as the bacilli are present in the throat or nose or both; they
are indeed a great sourse of danger to others, and especially to
children in schools. No patient should be declared free from infection

until a bacteriological examination has failed to reveal the presence
of the diphtheria bacillus.

*Phthisis. The number of deaths has been 4. It has been found
that the more damp the soil of any district, the more frequent are
cases of tuberculosis found. If patients are treated at home the safety of
others should be secured by the free ventilation of rooms, and by
héalthy persons being forbidden to occupy the same room as the
patient ; in many small houses this cannot be done, and the result is
that infection is very apt to spread. Overcrowded rooms, closed
windows, absence of sunlight, dampness, and poor food are the chief
factors which prevent the disease from being stamped out. The
disease is most frequently caused by inhalation, and not by tainted
food.  Healthy people living constantly with phthisis patients are
frequently attacked. The careless disposal of the sputum allows it to
become dry, and when it is in this state the organisms, being carried
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The Slaughter-houses, 7 in number, have been inspected, and
found to be clean aud satisfactory. We have no Inspector with a
special certificate in meat inspection. _ o )

There is ‘only one common lodging-house in the district. It is
situated in Belford. Periodical inspections of it are made, when it
has always been found to be in a clean, well-kept condition. It has
accommodation for 13 persons. No contraventions of bye-laws have
been met with,

SANITARY MEASURES.

During the year visits have been paid by the inspector of Nuisances
and myself, to various parts of the district, and enquiries made into
the general healthiness, the water supply, the drainage, and the con-
dition of the dwelling houses. Defective conditions have been
reported to the District Council, and notices sent to the occupiers or
OWners.

Cowsheds. In some instances orders have been given to lime-
wash, and these have been complied with. Speaking generally they
are kept fairly well, but attention to the cleanliness of the cows
themselves would be of great advantage.

The regulations in reference to Cow-sheds are too vague; there is
room for great improvement in this respect, and those of the Scottish
Local Government Board might well be adopted instead, as they are
quite definite in relation to light, ventilation, air space, floor space,
and construction of floors.

In accordance with the requiremefits of the Local Government
Board I detail generally, the water supply of the district. During the
autumn there was a very diminished supply in many places, and in

Beadnell, Swinhoe, and North Sunderland, much care had to be taken
to see that no waste occurred.

Water Supplies. The District generally is, as a rule, well sup-
plied with water. A large number of farm premises have water laid
on, and the others obtain water from wells by means of pumps, &e.

Bamburgh obtains its supply chiefly from a reservoir on Sandy-
ford Moor.

Sea Houses and North Sunderland are supplied from a reser-
voir on Brockdam Moor, and there is a storage reservoir at Sea

Houses in connection with this supply, capable of holding 60,000
gallons, - ’

Beadnell and Swinhoe are supplied from Brockdam reservoir
by means of a connection to the North Sunderland Water Works
Company’s main at Swinhoe Cattage.

Several farm places and villages on the line of the North Sunder-
land and Bamburgh water mains are supplied from them. It would
be of great advantage if the former supplied West Fleetham.
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Belford. The main supply is piped from a spring at the Blue
Bell farm to a reservoir on the North Bank, and thence piped to
various houses on the main street. There are 2 supplies in West
street from springs, and one from a spring near the National schools
in High street. It is proposed to bring a new and much improved
supply very soon.

Privy Accommodation, &c. The ashpit and privy system
is in vogue at all the farm premises, and most of the villages have
the same. With a few exceptions BELFORD has the ashpit and

rivy method in use.

Most of the houses in BAMBURGH are now provided with water
closets Exceptions are at Victoria and South Victoria Terrace,
where the privy ashpit system is out of harmony with the property
and might well be substituted by W.Cs, as has been previously
recommended.

A large number of houses in SEA HOUSES now have water closets
and the privy system is gradually being abolished.

A few of the larger houses in BEADNELL have water closets.

Scavenging. Public scavengers are appointed to remove house
refuse in BELFORD and NORTH SUNDERLAND.

At Belford the refuse is deposited on agricultural land, and old tins
&e., are removed to a disused claypit at the Brick Sheds.

The refuse from privies and ashpits at North Sunderland is mostly
put on agricultural land, and the other refuse is removed to a public
rubbish depot at the Old Quarry en the South Links.

In the case of other villages and farm places the ashpits, &c., are
usually emptied by the occupiers and tenants.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR DRAINAGE, SEWERAGE, AND
SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

Most of the houses in BELFORD are drained into sewer conduits
and a large number of the drains are formed with sanitary pipes:
Complaints have been made in regard to the nuisance caused by
effluvia coming from gratings over sewer conduits.

In my report for 1912 I noted that a flushing tank had been placed
upon the North Bank in order to mitigate this nuisance, and some
improvement in this respect has been noticed. I also said and now
repeat that in my report of Nov. 9th, 1910, I recommended that a
large number of ventilating shafts should be erected, so that the
sewers should be constantly and thoroughly flushed out with fresh air
but this has not been done yet. What, however, is really required is
a new drainage system properly laid, and the sewage dealt with
a:unrding to modern views before being diseharged into the Belford
stream.

Most of the houses in BEADNELL village are drained into a sewer
which conveys the sewage into the sea. Beadnell Square and Bent
Hall are also provided with sewers. Beadnell Stead is drained directly
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into the sea. Several of the large houses in Beadnell are drained
into cesspools, which are periodically emptied.

Isolated houses and farm places thruoghout the distriet are in many
cases drained into cesspools; although in some places the sewage is
discharged into streams. No complaints have, however, recently been
made as to any nuisance arising from this cause.

At Belford Station and Bellshill farm house the sewage is dealt
with by means of septic tanks.

At Shorston Hall there is a small sewage scheme laid down on
modern lines, comprising septic tank and continuous filters, Farrar’s
Patent Tippers being used.

In regard to insanitary open ashpits, action should be taken to
iﬂﬂﬁd} such conditions by enforcing Sect. 36 of the Public Health

ct, 1875.

I am glad to say that much needed improvements in this respect
are being made in Swinhoe Village.

The sewerage of Chathill is being improved. An account of various
improvements which have been effected in 1914 will be found in the
Report of the Inspector of Nuisances.

Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910, and
Housing, Town Plannin>, &c, Act, 1909. The Inspector of
Nuisances and I have inspected 138 dwelling houses. The details of
these inspections have been laid before, and considered by, the District
Council. In those instances where insanitary conditions were found
the owners have been communicated with, with a view to having them
remedied.

The Act enables local authorities to provide houses for the working
classes in any part of the country where it may be necessary to do so.
The acquisition of land for this purpose is now greatly facilitated, and
loans can be obtained from the Public Works Loan Commissioners
for periods up to 80 years.

Inspections are now to be made from time to time with u view of
ascertaining whether any dwelling houses are not in all respects in a
reasonably fit state for human habitation, and, when necessary, notices
are to be sent to the landlords indicating to them what the Authority
considers essential to make their houses reasonabl y fit for this purpose.

Generally speaking, inspections are made in reference to :—

(1) Water Supply
(2) Closet Accommodation
(3) Drainage
(4) Light, Ventilation, Cleanliness
(5) Ashpits and Substitutes
: (6) Structural Defects
It will be noted in the Report of the Inspector of Nuisances that

- pe mprovem
carried out. I ents have been

In all, we inspected 138 houses in varions parts of the district;
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Sea Houses. During the year a commencement was made with
the necessary work to abolish the long-standing nuisance at Chapel
Row, caused by the privies and large open ashpit. Three new w.c’s.
were built, two for the herring yard and one for a private house. The
work was then stopped by the agent, who wrote that the owners could
not proceed further on account of the war. A privy and ashpit has been
done away with in Mayfield Row and a new w.c. erected. In Messrs.
R. and C. W. Dawson’s fish yard a new w.c. has been built in place
of the one formerly in the workshop, which was objected to. For
some years the roadway in frout of Dunstan View has been a source
of nuisance in wet weather, but, thanks to the public-spirited action of
one or two gentlemen in the locality, and the Council’s generous treat-
ment of the parties affected, this nuisance has been abated. A sum of
money agreed upon was paid to the Council, subjeet to their repairing
the road and footpath and taking over the liability of future mainten-
ance. The result has been satisfactory to all concerned. Complaints
having been received as to offensive smells arising from the outlet of
the sewer on the South Shore, Sea Houses, it was decided to extend
the sewer further across the rocks so as to discharge direct into the
sea, about 50 yards of 9in. iron pipe being laid. This work has been
the means of obviating all cause of complaint from this source.

Swinhoe. At South Cottages the old unsatisfactory privies and
ashpit have been remodelled. The open ashpits have been abolished
and the privies converted into ash-closets. A long-standing source of
nuisance and complaint at the North Cottages is now in course of
abatement, the owner having arranged to abolish the unsatisfactory
large open ashpit and two privies, and substitute six self-contained
approved privy ashpits, one for each tenant. This very necessary work
will undoubtedly effect a great improvement to these cottages.

Ch_athill. The ditch on the east side of the station became very
offensive during the summer, but considerable improvement was
effected on having it thoroughly cleared out and cleansed for a
distance of 600 yards. Tt has also been arranged to put larger pipes
across the roadway so as not to restrict the flow in any way, and util-
ise all water, especially at times of flood, for scouring purposes.

Water Supplies. During last exceptionally dry season some dif-
ficulty was experienced in various parts of the district owing to the
falling off of water supplies, and some inconvenience was necessarily
caused on this account. With the advent of the wet season towards
the end of the year matters soon improved and supplies became normal.
Provision has heen made by the Waterworks Company in order that
there should not be repetition of the shortage at Beadnell, Swinhoe,
North Sunderland and Seahouses, which was fully reported on and
dealt with at the time of its occurrence. It may be recorded that the
landlord at Belford at present is arranging to bring in a new water
supply to the town to supplement the present piped supply, which
works when completed should prove a valuable asset to the locality.
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Slaughter Houses. There are no improvements of a structural
nature to report concerning these. Visits have been made periodically,
occasionally at times of slaughter, and the premises generally found
satisfactory so far as cleanliness is concerned.

Cowsheds. Inspections have been made of these and in a number
of cases it has been necessary to ask for lime-washing and better
cleanliness. There are 24 cowsheds on the register.

Factories and Workshops. Periodical visits have been made
to these. Some improvements have been made in the arrangement of
privies, and screening of same, in the fish-yards. Attention has been
given to reports received from H.M. Inspéctor of Factories.

New Buildings. During the year new buildings have been com-
pleted as follows :—
Bamburgh—6 large houses.
Sea Houses—1 house and shop, 1 bungalow, and 4 semi-
detached villas.

Plans have been approved as follows : —
2 semi-detached bungalows near St. Aidan’s, Sea Houses.
New conveniences, w.c’s, at Harbour View, Sea Houses.
W.C. in fish-yard, Sea Houses.
Extensions to Gardener's Cottage, Belford.
Wash-house at Mrs. Ewing’s property, Sea Houses.
Addition to Twizell South Lodge.
New school at Adderstone, Warenford.
4 semi-detached villas at Sea Houses.

Thos. W. Dodd, A. R. San. I.
February, 1915.
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