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BELCHAMP RURAL DISTRICT,

fn the Administrative Countyof Essex.
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Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health, for 1897,
(Pursnant to the Begulations of the Local Government Bowrd,)
Population 1881, G200 ; 1891, 5722.  Number of Parishes 16. Acreage 26345,

Person per acre 0.46.
RATEABLE VALUE 25801
Geological formation, chalk, covered on the higher ground with Boulder Clay, and in
the valleys with brick earth, sand or gravel.  Superficially with alluvinm.
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I. Birrns. There wers 120 births registercd during the vear eqnivalent to a birth-rate of 209 per 1000 of
the population. The births and birth-rates in this discrict during the past seven years were '—

1891, 152, 1805, 1504, 163, 1506 1507,
Rirths 131 157 127 127 114 11 120
Tearth-rale o5 B 259 L | | 20.0 187 LI

IL Dearng,  The number of deaths from all causes registered in the district was 91 to which 9 deaths ba-
longing to the district occurring in the Workhoose and St Loonaed's Hospital, Sudbury, have to boe sddod, making the
total deaths 100 equivalent to o deatherato of 174 poe 1000 of the popalation. The deaths and death-ratos during the
pst SOVED FEdTs webe i—

1891, 1892, 1503, 1884 16015, 1845, 1897
Deaths registered ] 85 Limi =2 i b= 1
Deaths bolonging to the Distrive L 114 112 2 7 o2 14
Denth Have 16.0 18.1 19.5 153 136 16.0 Tk

Jufant Movtality, The deaths among infants under ono year of nge wera 11, baing equivalent to the pro-
tion of 906 deaths to a 1000 births,  In 1306 the proportion was 1.  ‘The propoction throughout all England
or 1887 was 154,

The seven principal Zymotic Diseases caused 8 deaths, equoal to a death rate of 1.2 por 160 of the population.
The deaths aroso from Diptheria 2. Typhoid Fever L. Wheoping Cough 5. The mean death-rate dus to zymotie
diseases doripg the past six yesrs wns 1.0 por LU,

Dheatha Ifr\um all other caises belon 'pug' to the district were 92 in nomber or 159 |iu:r 1000, The E-u!lu'lriqg disoames
i_‘ﬂllﬁt:;h:llﬂd 1o the genersl mortality, gl’]l“l.isi:ﬁ&. Bronehitis and Puweumonta 16, Heart Disense 5. Concer 7. In-
jur ;

The death-rate from Consumplion in this distriet during the past year was 1.3 per 1000 of the population as
a.gl.i.na.t a mean of 1.2 during the provious six years.

IHI. Tue [NrFRcTIoUs IN3RASES (NoTIFICATION] ACT cams into operation oo Ist Febroary, 1800, Since then the
following cases have been sotificd per 1000 of Population.

Bmallpox. Searlot Fever. Diptheria. Typhoid Pever. Puceperal Fever. Erysipelas Total Per thopsand

axsdl Croup, cases, Population.

TR L1} 29 1 LI o 4l 7.1

181 (1} as i 1 LU 1 4 T
1842 i a3 2 1 0 i 101 17.6
15493 i 43 47 0 0 11 11 17.6
15808 ] 18 + i i # 30 52
1505 i 20 1 0 0 4 25 4.3
184 ] bk B 4 1 T T4 1240
1897 ([} 2 11 b 0 4 2% 44

The fallowing are particulars of the accurrence of zymolic discases during the year in this district,

Bearlet Feper At the close of ile ||-1'¢|_-g;|:|ir|g year severn] cases of this dizease bad ocoarred and were l‘l-'i'm'criug
when a fresh case appeared in the parish of Middleton evidently infected from a provious case close by, A second cas
aoonrred in the E“"""I' af Alphamstone, & servant girl cune home ill from Hudbury and developed the disease.
These two cases wers the only ones in the district dunsg the year, both recovered. The usual precantions were
successfully takon to prevent any spremd of the disoase.

Diphtheria.  Anoutbreak of cleven cases of this disense, two of which proved fatsl, scourred in the parish of
Foxenrth, during the sutomu. It was evident that the infection started from the sohool, ns the three enses ficst
allpoted were uhnﬁlmu attending there.  For some times enqguiries fafled to secount for ita origin, but afterwands I
fomnd that a gixl who had bBeon for a |nug wisit to Laondon had o severe attock of 4!||.!||;hﬂj;|, when thero, she was
removed Lo I|.-|;t|-.F|:il:|:||:|1 amd afber six weoks wns dissharged convalmeont and came back to Foxenrth, When she retormed
o polvool she was still sufforing from a masal discharge, which I bave no doobt was still infected with the diphthoris
Lncalli, ms . fow days al'lll.'rw:mgl-n thires chibinen became infected, One of thesea boy slopt with an elder brother, the
laticr took the disense 1na wirulent form and died, Until this case occorred thero was no suspieion of the mischicf that
wis hrewing.  The school was closed for o weok and disinfected and cloansed,  But othor cases sccurring brought to
light the orgin of the infection, the girl was exeluded and the school disinfected again, At the same time attention
was called to the insanitary condition of a main sewer in the village and the offensive smells arising therefrom, as a

iblo canse of aggravating the disease and of originating some of the diphtheritic sore throats, This mattor wlil be
alluded to forther on,

 Typhoid Feeer. Five cuses of this discnse ocourred.  The first case was in ihe parish of Borley, a farmer iu
delicate henlth returned ill frona visit to Lowestoft, typhoid fever developed and proved futal.  No insanitary cou-
ditivny exists in his house or premises,



. The ather four cases took placa in the parish of Pentlow, in two families, both nsed the same waker from a we
in a farm yard, nnalysis of tho water showed that it was contaminated with sewage matter, evidently derived fro
farm yard liquid percolating into the well. * At tho same time the typhoid germs had very likoly another .Wl'ii“- i
the firsk enwe who took ill, was a young man who a fortaight befors had taken a day’s exeursion 1o Sonthond w '“-'F“l'“
bad eaten freoly of cockles,n very probable soares of typheid. The two Funilies intermixed, and in spite of directions,
the neglect of absolute cleanliness may have givon rise to the three cases which followed. 'T'he well, howerer, was
closed, amd water was cbiained from a spring near the houses,

OFf the other infections diseases nob nobifiablo, whoaping cough was the enly one that was prevalent during
the yoar, ecoacring in the parishes of Walter Buelchamp, Bulmer, and Gesting:horpe, fortanately iu the summer

months or the mortality woubll bave been greator than it was,  Five childven died, foar of whom wire nfants uader
one year of age,

I_rl'l-?l'h'?dﬁp{]'- At Chapol-hill, Walter Balchamp, whers 12 cottages wore repor ted lask year as withont 'Iﬂ-{!-_f
and notices hed beon served oo the owners, & sapply 11 now obtained Irom o disssed well elose to the chapel, tiis
will bas betu eleanod out and & temporary pomp put into i

A wellin Bures Hamlot got ont of order 'I-Iu‘uugh defects in the paump, tho owners attention was ealled to this
and & now pump was pot into the well,

At Foxearth tho water ina pubilic pamp entircly failod probably owing to the dry summaor and notomn, and
the people at tois part of the village bad resort toa stoeam of water which flows in a diteh by the side of the village,
which water was unit for -lilil:lking puqmuuu_l.htlugh nsaful for w\“hiug andd gluil HLF e 1his was romediod b}'
Mr, Ward, allowiog and making access tw the water from n deop well nt his browery, and notice boards were pit ujp
at thees dippiog  peaces along the stream,  that the wator here was not to be wsed for drnking.

The water from a wall inlower end Henny, supplying six cottages, was found onanalysis to bs impire, notica
wasserved o the ownor who bad the well cleanid sat, the wator was much improved, thoagh ool perfest vet.

A wollin Pentlow parish was closed being contaminaved with farm yard sownge, and  typhoid fever oxisting
in twoeottnges usugg it.

Ten anslyses of -l]rini.ti.ng walor wira uup;r]u during the Joir,

Inmast parishes thore are outlying sottages depending on pond or diteh water, in which nothing can be dong
cacept keeping these surface colleetions ns freo from contaminntion as possilibe,

Baneragre,  The privy and cosspit aystem is in general nse,  As most eottagers have gardon or allotment ground
the cesspit contents are puturnlly disposed of. No new privies were coustracted, five which were in a dilspidated
woudition wore ropaired

Owing to the outhroak of diptheria fn the parish of Foxenrth and comphainis of smells from gollys connected
with the village sewer, a sub-committes of the District Council had the sewer oponed in four places Lor examination.
1t was fonnd to be o brick colvert 467 yards long, 2 feot desp. and 24 feot brond with nearly a2 bottom and hictle
fall, two or thice inches of offensive sewerage matter covered the bottom. This prolonged eessait was originally con-
strwcted of these dimensions in erder to convey the storm wator from tho lusd above the village, and thus to swoep
unt the sewernge matber nud I:wrl.'he- culvert olean.  But for nearly two years sufficient storm water has been absent
owing to the dry weather. Wiile the sewerage which is dorived from howso slops nnd cask washings from tha
browery hns boon sceamulating,  The brewery sends about 5,000 gallons of water through the sulvers in 24 hours
which 18 at the mteof §gulions in & minute, thus trickling through, it doss more harm than good.  The obvioos,
remedy is to tank the brewery water for 4% Lonrs and then let it flush the culvert.

_This and the turning of a former wator course into tho colvert are undor considoration. In the meantima
quantities of chloride of limo have beon thrown into the culvert,

The cutflow from the Foxoarth sewer, pasces into o ditch running for more than a mile through the parish of
Liston, this diteh i always foul nnd the cause of much complaint.  If the Foxearth culvert was kopt clean this diteh
would soon cease to be offensive.

Hovsgs.—Seven houses wers reported as unfit for human habitation. Two in Houny, and two in Walter
Bolchamp have been put into habitable repair ; two in Bulmer aed oo in Gestingthorpe have been closed.

Four cases of overcrowding woro re%oﬂtd. and notices wore served on thoe owners of the overcrowdled cottages
to abate this nuisance.  Ouwe was remedied by redociog the number of the family, Theother three eases siill exuat,
but will be abated.  Two new bouses ware eroctod daring tho year,

Saxrmany IxsrooTion.—Systematic ns woll as special inspection have beon made in every parish in the dis-
trict doring the year. Many improvements have been effected in the condition of oob peeinises, such as the
provention and removal of offonsive acoumulations, the cmptying and oleansing of cosspools, ashpits, snd pig styes.

Tha following is the roporé of the Banitary Inspector :—

Number of cntteges inepocted o e fa oE i 2 30
Number of notices served L, i o Ao M 1
H“mbﬂ ‘:'I Hul-“nm ababod er e e wmn wuw e mem N
Number of houses o ae unfit for human habitation i ot ¥
Number of houses in habitable repair ... e we 4
Number of houses dizinfected e e U FR i o 16
Hﬂmbﬂfﬂf Mﬂ“hm ll!-& Hd e an o ana wma a=s Bes 8
Kumber of slaughtor-houses inspected el e gL iy e = 1
J. 3, ROBINSON,
Banitary Inspoctor.

There are no factories in the District. The only offensive trade is a small knacker's yard in Walter Bolchamp
{ne Special Beport was made relating to Diphtheria in Fox carth.

J. SINCLAIR HOLDEN, M.D.,
Medical Officer of Health,



