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NON-NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

MEASLES.

In June, we had a sharp epidemic of this disease, and three deaths
resulted. In the absence of notification of this disease, it is difficult
to know exactly when it commences, and by the time it is brought to
our attention, an epidemic is in full swing. It usually beging in the
Infant Department, and if the teachers would collaborate with us,
and notify me of the early cases, the timely closing of an odd clases,
might prevent further spread, and possibly the necessity of closing
the whole school at a later date. As it was, I kept in close touch with
the School Attendance Officer—Mr. Freeman—and had bi-weekly
returns of the absences reported to me. At no time did the attendance
of schalars go below 859, and therefore I couldn’t see the necessity,
in spite of outside pressure, of closing the schools.

I can only repeat what I have said in many previous Reports,
that this disease, far from being the trivial complaint, most parents
consider it, leads to more deaths than all the other infectious diseases
put together. This mortality is not due so much to the severity of
the disease itself, as to the lung complications which come in its train,
For this reason, too much care cannot be given to children starting with
measles, to keep them in bed at a uniform temperature, so as to avoid
chest troubles as far as possible.

WHOOPING COUGH.

This was at no time prevalent during the year. It is a most dis-
tressing complaint, and somewhat fatal in very young children. One
death resulted.

EPIDEMIC DIARRH(EA.

This is essentially a * filth disease,” and seldom occurs in cleanly
or well regulated households. It is a preventible disease, and depends
for its origin on insanitary surroundings, and improper care in the
preparation and preservation of food, more especially in the case of
infants. This is shown by the fact that breast fed babies seldom suffer
from it. So long as milk and other foods are left exposed to the atten-
tion of the ubiquitous house fly, so long will this disease, given suitable
atmospheric conditions, levy its toll of infant vietims, The only way
we, as a Sanitary Authority can lessen the evil is to see that heaps of
manure and other garbage in the vicinity of houses—the natural
breeding place of the house fly—are removed weekly, and in the
course of time, to convert our present system of dry pails to the
water carriage plan. Owing to the comparatively cool summer of
1914, Diarrhwa was at no time very prevalent, yet I find four deaths
in infants occurred in September from this disease.

MILK SUPPLY.

The importance of this question must be my excuse for again
referring to it, in what, I fear must be in somewhat disparaging terms.
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MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTIONS.

No instance of poisoning by any article of food was brought to my
notice during the year. Your Sanitary Inspector pays frequent visits
to butchers and fish shops on Friday and Saturday nights, and every
opportunity is taken during our visits to the slaughter houses to
examine any carcases recently killed for evidence of tubercle or other
digease. He also keeps an eye on the hawkers of perishable goods who
caome from outside the district. No meat or other food commodity
has been condemned as unfit, though some has been taken down to the
farm by the shopkeepers themselves to be destroyed.

HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING ACT, 1909.

The work under thiz beneficent Act, is now being carried on much
more smoothly than was the case for the first two or three years. The
Housing Committee under the chairmanship of Mr. Everett Stevens,
meet regularly once a month, and take an active interest in the work.
After considering our Reports, they personally visit the properties,
and satisfy themselves that our recommendations are justified. This
is a class of work that cannot be rushed, and the number of houses we
have inspected, and reported upon may seem small when compared
with the total number in the parish. 1 presume the Act has been intro-
duced in order to improve the bad class of property, and we have
therefore concentrated our attention on the old blocks of buildings
which were built prior to the introduction of our building bye-laws,
and which therefore present many defects. This entails very careful in-
spection and measurements of every room of every house, with accurate
notes of defects found, the number of occupants, the sleeping accom-
modation, and condition of back yards and approaches to the house.
All this is necessary, not only for our own information, but in case our
recommendations are disputed by the owners and litigation ensues.

One of our principal difficulties is in dealing with old property,
the occupiers of which are elderly couples, with strictly limited means—
the sort of house which lets at from 1/6 to 2/6 a week. If these small,
low-rented houses are pulled down, there are no others available for
this class of tenant, and they are stranded. The only course open at
present is to require the owner to put such property in a reasonable
state of repair as the circumstances demand. Some commiseration is
due to landlords when they get dirty tenants in their houses. Unfor-
tunately, there are many such in Beeston, and they move from house

to house, with the utmost regularity, leaving their traces behind them

in the form of dirty, verminous dilapidated dwellings. A black list
of such tenants ought to be made, and submitted to the various owners
of property, so that they would have an increasing difficulty in obtain-
ing houses, and would from sheer necessity have to amend their ways.
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