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Inrantie Mortaniry.—It is satisfactory to note that the
number of deaths in infants under 1 year of age has again fallen
to reasonable proportion, viz., 30, giving an infant mortality of
104.8 per 1,000 births registered, that is to say, that if 1,000
children had been born in Beeston during the year, 104 would have
died during the first year of their existence. While this compares
favourably with the county rate, which in 1904 was 139, it is

still sadly too high, representing, as it does, a quarter of the total
number of deaths recorded.

It is a well-recognised fact that infant life 1s most susceptible
to insanitary surroundings and improper feeding, and that while
many of the deaths are from unavoidable causes, such as premature
birth and debility from birth, yet the infantile death-rate is a
fair index to the efficiency of the samitation obtaining in the
district. Tabulated and compared with the ten previous years, the
causes of deaths in infants under 1 year of age are as follows: —

1905 1904 1903 1902 1901 1900 1890 1898 1807 1806 18956

Premature hirth ... 8 11 5 5 4 2 4 5 8 5 10
Dehility from birth 2 1 4 G (] 4 & b b 3

Bronchitis and
Pneumonia... & 7 5 [ 8 10 ] 6 3 4 4
Convulsions ... ... ... 2 4 2 3 3 1 3 3 7 6 6

Comstitutional
syphilis .. .. .2 0 0 0 0 0 4 6 1 g
General Tuberculosis 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 2 2
DIaerhedl ... oo voe v & 16 B 2 B 4 68 14 10 1 11
Hickets .. e e D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
TubercularMeningitis2 3 2 3 2 2 1 2 2 1 1
Measles ... ... ... ... 0 0 0 0 3 B M B oW Ea

Natural Causes
(Coroner’s enquiry) 0 1 0 9 2 0 2 2 0 0 0
Whooping Cough ... 0 1 ¢ 3 3 o 3 1 © ©0 0
Other causes ... ... 4 1 0 1 0 O 0 3 0 3 2
S0 45 23 25 a8 23 - 34 48 36 31 41

After deducting what we might reasonably call the unavoidable
deaths. viz., 8 from premature birth, and 2 from debility from
birth, only 20 remain to be accounted for, and of these I am glad
to find that only two are due to that scourge of infant life,
diarrhea. This small number of deaths from diarrheea may in
part be accounted for by climatic reasons, and still more, T trust, to
a more enlightened method of feeding young infants, which I have
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ScarLET FEVER.—The number of cases of this disease is lower
than for the last three years -twenty-two having been notified
bo me during this year. This number is still sadly too high. but
seems almost inevitable from our present-day methods of collecting
large numbers of children of susceptible age into schools. They
were all of a mild type. and led to no fatal results.

DipETHERIA.—From the large number of cases of this disease
notified during the year, viz., 8l. it assumes an importance that
justifies me in trespassing upon yvour time by deseribing the nature
and mode of spread of the malady. In the first place, it should
be clearly understood that diphtheria is not due to defective
sanitary arrangements. such as leaky drains, ete., but is a disease
that spreads by direct personal infection from case to case. While
making this positive statement that defective drains do not cause
diphtheria, one cannot blind oneself to the fact that exposure to
sewer gas, by lowering the general vitality of a child. renders it
more susceptible to the invasion and multiplication of the particular
organism or bacillus that may be introduced into its system.
This particular organism or germ generally finds lodgment in the
throat of the patient, where it multiplies very rapidly, and sets up
the characteristic inflammation and sloughing associated with the
disease. It follows from this that the infection or contagion lies
in the secretions expectorated or otherwise removed from the
throat, hence the importance of great care on the part of the nurse
or attendant when painting or otherwise treating the throat of
such patients. One of the main difficulties in checking the spread
of the disease lies in the fact that the infection often lasts long after
the throat appears and locks perfectly well, and that without a
microscopical examination of the secretion from the throat it is
impossible to say when a patient ceases to be a danger to those
around him. You may remember that in November, 1904, I
suggested the following recommendations should be carried out :--

(1) That all slates and pencils in the schools should be
destroyed and paper only used.

(2) That all children from an infected house be kept from
going to school for at least 3 months, unless their throats
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hoped that her services may be requisitioned by the poor of Beeston.
From personal experience 1 can testify to her skill and kindness,
while the fees for her services are practically the same as that
charged by the untrained midwife.

Nox-NoTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DisgEases—Measles and Whooping-
cough have again been almost entirely absent during the year
under review. While this is satisfactory, we cannot hope to have
this immunity much longer. A new generation of children is
coming on, and the longer an epidemic is delayed more children of
a susceptible age will be in our midst. We have had no measles
since the great epidemic of 1901,

InFLUENZA, though still present in a sporadic form, is gradually
getting less and less severe.

Diarra®a.—From the fact that only 2 deaths occurred from
this disease during the vear 1905, there must have been very few
cases during the summer months. While this is in a large
measure attributable to the cool summer and absence of fruit, due
to the inclement spring, it may also in part be attributable to the
better knowledge mothers now have in rearing young infants.
In a manufacturing centre, such as Beeston, many of the young
mothers are apt to give up their maternal duties for the sake of
going to work, and it becomes imperative, therefore, that they
should be educated in the method of feeding their babies properiy.
This, as suggested in Dr. Handford's Report dealing with the health
statistics for the County. might be done by the appointment of
lady health visitors, or lady inspectors to visit the homes of young
and inexperienced mothers, and give instructions in the feeding
and management of their infants. In towns where this has beea
done the results appear to be most encouraging. The mothers are
said to welcome the attention and the help. and most of them are
found teachable in regard to the details of feeding and nursing.
I see no reason why this could not be carried out in Beeston if
only some charitably disposed lady would come forward and organize
such a committee. I think, on behalf of my colleagues, T could
promise owr hearty co-operation and help.
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and therefore untrapped in hot summer weather owing (o
evaporation, but they also allow much silt and dirt to get into and
choke the sewers that could otherwise be collected in the gullies,
This is a matter that could be carried out gradually so as to dis-
tribute the expense over several years.

Another subject that T should like to draw the attention of the
Council to is the planting of trees in our township. Some years ago
an order was passed that £10 per annum should be ailotted to this
purpose. A start was made on the Bellevue Estate with very happy
results, but I am afraid that since then the order has been more
honoured in the breach than the observance. Apart from the
esthetic effect trees have in a distriet, I consider that if not planted
too closely so as to shut out air and light to the adjoining houses
they have a beneficial effect upon the community. 1 would also
suggest that if the scheme be re-introduced there are other trees
than limes suitable for such a purpose.

During the year plans for 99 new houses have been passed, of
which 92 have been completed, and certified by your Surveyor as fit
for habitation.

Together with your Surveyor. I have investigated during the
year complaints as to 10 defective drains, 4 cases of factory smoke
pollution, one case of polluting a water course with sewage matter.
7 instances of insanitary ashpits and middens, 2 cases of depositing
offensive refuse on land near houses. 30 instances of insufficient
ashpit accommodation, 3 impaired or defective yard paving, 3
offensive pigstyes, one offensive manure pit, 4 defective yard gullies,
and one case of unsound meat. In every case the defects were
made good.

Facrory axp Worksnops—The onus thrown upon your
Council and Officials by the Factory and Workshops' Act of 1901
proves to be very considerable.In the case of racToRIES, it is incum-
bent upon us to see (1) that the sanitary accommodation is adequate
and in good working order, and (2) that sufficient means of escape
exist in case of fire.  With regard to the former, we came across
two instances where the sanitary accommodation was very
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TABLE

Vital Statistics of Whole
and Previous
Name of District, BE

I.

District during 1905
Years.
ESTON (Notts.)

i Torar Deatns RecisTERED
| IN 'rm' Dmumr
! Birrus. 'i Goder 1 1
| nu?u it enr | Leay] i
Population | __!___ St et
YEAL. . estit?nt.nl to | =me= |
Middle of |2€ &
| each Year | :' ) - |
]
Number Liate. ® :]:'i[u111tnau'|'37-_§| = |Nu thl‘ Rate®.
1 2 | 4 5 | 6 | 7 8
| | [deH
1895 | 8,250 245 | 296 | 41 |167 | 118 | 136
1896 2,000 | 259 28:71 31 119- 113 | 12
1897 0750 | 298| 300 | 3¢ 1122:8| 108 | 11
|
1898 10,065 280 @ 288 48 1714 119 | 11-8
1899 10,000 256 | 256 34 132-8 | 133 | 133
1900 10,185 | 243 | 288 23 | 948 | 99| 97
1901 8,950 ang' | 81 38 | 136 118 | 131
1902 9729 | 267 | 274 | 24 986 97 | 10
1903 10,877 | 278 | 267 | 28 | 827 | 112 | 107
1904 10,692 300 | 28 47 11566 5o | 14+4
|
|
Averages | . e T e
for years ,
1895-1904.| 9,699 269 | 279 | 34 (1276 | 116 | 119
b ohie o S S o
1905 10,800 286 | 264 | 30 [1048 | 116 | 107
|

Deaths of Residents registered in Public Institutions beyond the

District.—Total 14,

Nett Deaths of all ages belonging to the District.—Total 130 ; Rate 12.

Area of District in acrves (exclusive of

Total Population of all ages,

Number of inhalnted houses,

Average number ArE0ONE per e
erage number of persous per house,

. 1978

aren covered by water), 1,586,

8950 -
At Census of

i
el 1901





















