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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1937.

To the Chairman and Members of the Bedworth Urban District
Council.

Mrs. Smith and Gentlemen,

I beg to present my Ninth Annual Report on the sanitary
condition of the Urban District of Bedworth.

The town is solely of an industrial character, coal mining,
brick and tile works, hat, hosiery and tape factories being the
main industries.

The average number of persons per house is 4.24.

The general health of the district was fairly well maintained,
and the Death Rate of 12.56 was lower than last year’s figure. The
Infantile Mortality Rate of 59.56 was considerably lower.

There are more deaths from Tuberculosis, and there is an
increase of 1 in the cancer deaths.

Outstanding features of the year’s work were the continuation
of the Exhall Sewer, and the progress made with Slum Clearance.

In my reports for many years I have been stressing the need
for this sewer, and I hope soon to be recording improvements in
sanitation which its construction will have made possible.

By the end of the year 41 Slum Clearance Areas had been
represented, and 104 houses in Orchard Street, Bedworth Heath
and Wootton Street completed for re-housing purposes.

There is still a large amount of overcrowding existing, and
many houses have yet to be built before our housing troubles are
over,

I am, Mrs. Smith and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
HAROLD G. WEBSTER,
Medical Officer of Health,
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR
THE AREA.

Infectious Diseases.— The Council are in agreement with the
Corporations of Coventry and Nuneaton to receive into their
Isolation Hospitals cases of infectious disease occuring in the
Urban District of Bedworth.

Small-pox.—The Council are in agreement with the Corporation
of Coventry to receive into their Pinley Small-pox Hospital
cases of Small-pox occurring in the Urban District of Bedworth

Tuberculosis.—The King Edward Memorial Hospital, Hertford
Hill, is provided by the Coventry and Warwickshire Joint
Committee, and is available to patients residing in the
Bedworth Urban District.

Maternity. —No Hospital is provided, but private and urgent cases
are taken into the Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital,
Coventry.

Children.—The Bedworth Urban District is served by the Coventry
and Warwickshire Hospital, Coventry.

Orthopaedic.—Patients from the Bedworth Urban District can be
sent for consultation and treatment to the Orthopaedic Clinic,
*“ Dunsmore,” Holyhead Road, Coventry.

There is no institutional provision available in the Bedworth Urban
District for unmarried mothers, illegitimate infants or home-
less children other than the Union Infirmary, Coton, Nuneaton

Ambulance Facilities.

Infectious Diseases.—Infectious disease patients are now removed
to hospital by ambulances provided by the Coventry and
Nuneaton Corporation hospitals.

Accident.—The Council possesses a motor ambulance for accident
and other cases. The ambulance has accommodation for two
stretcher cases and a number of sitting cases and is provided
with all the latest equipment. Ambulances are also available
at the various collieries.
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LABORATORY WORK.

Specimens of sputum, throat and nasal discharge, etc., are
forwarded to the University of Birmingham for examination, the
result being communicated to the Medical Officer of Health and
to the medical practitioner sending the specimen. Outfits for taking
these specimens are supplied by the University Pathological
Department. In urgent cases outfits can be supplied on application
to the Medical Officer of Health.

CLINIC AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

Maternity and Child Welfare. The Maternity and Child Welfare
Clinic is situated in Saunders Avenue, Bedworth. The work
of this clinic is supervised by a voluntary committee and, in
addition, services are provided by the County Council. A
school clinic 1s also maintained at this centre by the County
Council.

Tuberculosis. Patients attend dispensaries at Coventry and
Nuneaton for treatment provided by the Coventry and
Warwickshire Joint Committee for Tuberculosis.

Venereal Disease. [Iree treatment is provided by the County
Council at the Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital, Coventry.

Professional Nursing in the Home.
(@) General. One voluntary Nursing Association.
(#) Infectious Diseases Nil.

Midwives. There are 6 midwives practising in the Urban District.
none of whom is subsidised by the Council.

LEGISLATION IN FORCE.
Public Health Act, 1875,

Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1890 (Part I1lI),
Public Health Act, 1925,

Public Health Acts (Amendment) Acts, 1907.
Public Health Act, 1936.

Bye-laws in respect of New Streets and Buildings, Slaughter-
houses, Offensive Trades, and Nuisances.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANGES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.

The Town'’s water supply, which is constant, is obtained from
two boreholes and from an adit in the Frank Shaft of the adjoining
Newdegate Colliery. There is an ample supply for all purposes
and it has not been necessary to curtail the supply in any way.

The water gravitates from the colliery to a storage reservoir
of 750,000 gallons capacity at the water works, from which it is
pumped to the top of the water tower for distribution throughout
the Town. The following report and analysis of the water
taken in August shews it to be of good quality and suitable for
a public supply.

REPORT.

“ We beg to enclose the results of our chemical and bacterio-
logical examination of the sample of Town Water received from
you on the 5th inst.

Both series of results shew that the water is exceptionally
pure and a safe one for use as a Public Supply.

In addition to the above we carried out tests to determine
the action of the water on lead and copper. On fresh lead the
water has a slight action—dissolving 12 parts per million of the
lead in 24 hours—but it was found that the action was not con-
tinued and that the exposure of the same lead to the water for
a further 24 hours did not result in any more being dissolved.

The water would not therefore be regarded as a plumbo-
solvent one.

The water had no appreciable action on the Copper.”
Yours faithfully,

(Signed) BOSTOCK HILL & RIGBY
Public Analysts.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE FACTORY AND WORK-
SHOPS ACT, 1901.

1.—Inspection of Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.
Including Inspections made by the Sanitary Inspector.

Number of
Premises
Written Occupiers
I nspections MNotices Prosecuted
(1) (2) - (3) (4)

Factories

(Including Pactnnr ]_.a,u ndnes] T 0 0
Workshops :

(Including Wnrkghﬂp L:—],u ndnﬁs] 24 (1} 0
Workplaces

Other than Dut“ {;:Tl-cers prem:se:s] 0 0 0

Total 31 iy 0

.—Defects found in Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.

Number of
Mumber of Defects offences in
n*.'spe-!::t to
Particulars LREfEfI‘Ed Prc::nlﬁlt]ian
to HM.[ was
Found |Remed’d Inspector| instituted
(1) (2) @ | @ (5)
Nuisances wnder the Public Heallh
Acls -—
Want of Cleanliness ] ] 0 0
Want of Ventilation 0 ] 0 0
Overcrowding : 0 0 0 0
Want of drainage of floor 0 0 0 0
Other nuisances 0 ] 0 0
Sanitary Accommodation
Insufficient : 1] i 0 0
Unsuitable or deiectwc i 0 0 0
Not separate for sexes i i 0 0
Offences wunder the Faclory and
Workshop Acts :—
Illegal occupation of underground
bakehouses (s. 101) 0 (1] 0 i
Other Offences £ i i 0 ]
(Excluding offences rf:la,tlng to
outwork and offences under the
sections mentioned 1 n the
Schedule to the Ministry of
Health (Factory and Workshops
Transfer of Powers) Order, 1921
Total .. T e 0 0 (1] 0
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Prevalence of, and control over, Infectious and other Diseases.

The total number of notified cases (80) of infectious disease is
rather more than that of last year, there being 43 cases of Scarlet
Fever, 31 cases of Diphtheria, 1 case of Membraneous Croup and
5 cases of Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis. No cases of Smallpox have
been notified and no vaccinations have been carried out by the
Medical Officer of Health under the provisions of the Public
Health (Smallpox Prevention) Regulations, 1917.

Diphtheria anti-toxin is supplied to Medical Practitioners by
the Council free of charge, and is used promptly in practically all
cases. Pathological and Bacteriological specimens are examined at
the Birmingham University, and full advantage has been taken of
these arrangements. Diphtheria cases requiring tracheotomy are
treated at the Isolation Hospitals at Nuneaton and Coventry, by
arrangement with the respective Corporations. In all notified cases
of infectious disease the dwelling house is inspected, and where
adequate means of isolation do not exist in the home the patient
is removed to hospital. As far as is known, the Schick and Dick
tests are not used in this district.

Disinfection. The Council has a properly equipped disinfecting
station where infected clothing and bedding can be quickly and
efficiently disinfected in a steam disinfector. Infected premises are
disinfected by formalin vapour and a supply of liquid disinfectant

is given to the occupier for cleansing the room after fumigation.

Verminous Persons. There are no facilities available in the
Urban District for the cleansing and disinfecting of verminous

persons.

School Closures. No Schools were closed on account of
infectious disease during the year.
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Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) during the Year 1937.

Total Cases
Disease Cases Admitted Total
Notified |to Hospitall Deaths
Smallpox o - s - = 0 0 . 0
Scarlet Fever S o T o 43 27 | i
Diphtheria ; = s i a1 24 2
Membranous Cmup o 1 0 0
Enteric Fever [mcludmg Parat}rphmd} 0 0 0
Puerperal Fever .. G 1] 1] ]
Puerperal Pyrexia Lo = i 0 ] 1]
Erysipelas i 2 14 i 0
Encephalitis Lethargma s - 0 0 0
Cerebro Spinal I'l'll_.ﬂll'lgl'l.lb i S 5 5 2
Pneumonia (all forms) .. e ik 46 0 12
Dysentery e - i o i i 1]

Annual Death Rates of Infectious Diseases per 1,000 population
during the Year 1937.

England and |
Disease ‘ Wales ;! Bedworth
Measles = L i e = ‘ 0.02 | 0.00
Small-pox .. £ oe 5 2% 0.00 0.00
Scarlet Fever b g 8 s 0.01 | .00
Diphtheria .. fa ] i on e 0.07 0.10
Enteric Fever s X = o 0.00 (.00
Influenza 3 o T i o 0.45 0.21
Whooping Cough .. o o e | 0.04 0.05

Analysis of cases notified during the year 1937, under the various

age groups.
| il mlom|w|m]m
Selele|a|2/EM51515 5[0y
2 e | ||| ‘LEI ) | (A o >
El i A A
Disease 1‘-‘%_ﬁ‘§ﬁ?vm5‘.ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁn'§
5'—. L~ | f:} -ril 15 E :;::. -@i '-'5 L,‘I‘_-. = o
| — |3 (e =
P | S |5 | [ R
Small-pox | 0
Scarlet Fever - - (43 1 1| 2120{13( 3 3
Diphtheria - - “s (31{ 1| 2 15 7 2|
Membranous Croup .. e s 1] 1 .
Enteric Fever .. . i ‘e 0 '|
Puerperal Fever “s . «« | 0 |
Puerperal Pyrexia - o o |
Erysipeglas ; 15| 1 ! | 21 7 6
Encephalitis Lctha.rglca of | |
Cerebro Spinal Meningitis 5 | 2 3| '
Pneumonia (all forms) : .. |46 3| 2 4 4 4 Eii 20 3| 21 4 9 3
Dysentery W i oy 3 | | | |
| | :
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The Annual Report of the Sanitary
Inspector for the Year 1937

To the Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council of
Bedworth.

Mrs. Smith and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting to you the Ninth Annual
Report upon the sanitary condition of the Urban District of
Bedworth.

Section |.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.

The water supply of Bedworth is constant and is obtained
from three sources at the Newdegate Colliery in the West Ward of
the District. The first source of supply is obtained from an adit in
the Frank Shaft, 270 feet below the ground surface, the second
source of supply is obtained from a 10 inch borehole 203 feet deep,
and the third source of supply is obtained from a 12 inch borehole
300 feet deep. The town has a plentiful supply of water for all
purposes, the quantity available being in excess of the requirements
of the District for some time. The water gravitates from the
colliery into a storage reservoir at the water works. The reservoir
has a storage capacity of 750,000 gallons, which is normally a
three days’ supply for the town. The water is pumped from the
reservoir to the water tower from which it is distributed through-
out the town.

The Exhall East and West Wards and the Foleshill Ward
are in the water supply district of the City of Coventry, and are
supplied by that Corporation. The rural portions of the district
obtain their supply from shallow wells, many of which are un-
doubtedly polluted.
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The remainder of the Urban District is drained to cesspools,
the cleansing of which is undertaken by the Council. There arc
over 300 of these to be cleansed, and much difficulty is experienced
in this work, particularly in wet weather.

Work on the £25,000 sewer for the Exhall Wards was con-
tinued, and the end of the year saw the work well in hand. The
construction of this sewer will remove the last obstacle against the
rapid development of Exhall as a residential area. If the Council
will also decide to use the powers they have recently acquired by
the adoption of the Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1907,
the nuisances existing from the large number of pail closets and
privy middens will be finally abated, and the sanitation of Exhall
will be brought up to that standard which must be demanded for
all urban areas. In this connection it must be remembered that
the extent to which the conversancy system is in operation is an
index of the attention paid by any Urban Council to public health
matters.

New Sewers Laid.

Exhall Sewerage Scheme.

21in. dia. 18in. 15in. | 12in. | 9in. Bin.
|
Y¥ds. lin. Yds. lin. Yds. lin. Yds. lin. | Yds. lin. |Yds. lin.
— i L | 407 2068 GG
|
New Sewers laid by Council. New Sewers laid by Private
Enterprise
Yds. Yds. Yds. Yds. oas

Lin. | %in. dia. Lin. | 6in. dia. Lin. | 9%in. dia. Lin. | 6in. dia.
|

267 Dark — R 170 Bedworth |
Lane . Mount |
Pleasant
| Estate
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Closet Accommodation.

Number and type of Conveniences :

Water Closets . P e e .. 3961

Pail Closets .. L 2 8 A o 241

Privy Middens i e o e i 72
Scavenging.

The collection and disposal of refuse has generally been
satisfactorily carried out during the year. The Urban District is
divided into two areas, and contracts have been let for the
collection of all house refuse and the cleansing of pail closets, privy
middens, ashpits and cesspools in each area, the two contractors
working under my supervision. I feel bound, however, to express
the opinion of my predecessors that this important service could
be more satisfactorily carried out by direct labour.

Ashbins are emptied weekly, pail closets twice weekly, ashpits
and cesspools as occasion requires. The dry refuse is used to level
up low lying land in the Welfare Park by controlled tipping
methods, and when completed a large area of land will be available
for sports purposes. A small quantity of refuse is disposed of in
private tips, and is used for the purpose of levelling up hollows in
fields, etc. These are kept under constant supervision, and the
contractor is held responsible for their satisfactory maintenance.

Number of inspections to Tip—152.

Number of and Types of Receptacles (approximate) :

Type Bedworth Exhall Total

Ashbins .. L s i 3028 1190 4218

Ashpits .. o s i 22 12 34

Privy Middens .. e > 22 50 72

Cesspools and Septic Tanks .. 12 311 323
— p——
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Sanitary Inspection of the Area.

Summary.
Dwelling Houses.
Roofs repaired .. i e 2ol A £ 20
Houses repointed . . e A iy r & 15
Chimneys repaired s e s e o 19
Spouting repaired or renewed .. = 5 i 27
Ceilings re-plastered +i 2 2 3F; e 30
Walls re-plastered ik by o 3 i 40
Floors repaired or re-laid b5 0 29
Window frames repaired or new ft‘ames prl::wded i 42
Doors and door frames repaired oo 53 e 11
Fireplaces repaired or rebuilt .. . s 4 29
Washing coppers provided or repaired 5 o 14
New sinks provided i - ; —

Houses provided with separate mternal supplv of

Town's water 5

New washhouses provided =

Washhouses repaired 5

Yard paving repaired 17

Damp-proof courses inserted —

Foodstores repaired or provided 24
Drainage, etc.

Drains cleansed .. 5 e = = A 30

Drains re-laid or repaired 3

New drains provided 1

Inspection chambers repaired 3
Closet Accommodation.

Water closet fittings repaired .. - e e 37

Water closet structures repaired % B . 25

New water closets provided £ s = = 5

Pail closets repaired JE i oy s e 6
Domestic Refuse.

New ashbins provided .. i - 20

Ashbins provided for ashpits a.bohshed e R <L
Other Nuisances.

Offensive accumulations removed 4 5 5 7

During the year 234 complaints were received and investigated.
The total number of visits and re-visits of property made during
the year was 1,100,
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Smoke Abatement.

No occasion has arisen whereby it was found necessary to
institute proceedings under the Public Health (Smoke Abatement)
Act, 1926, there being only a small number of factory chimneys
in the District.

Offensive Trades.

All premises are kept under regular supervision, frequent
inspections being made to ensure the premises are maintained ina
clean and sanitary condition. There are no other types of Offensive
Trades within the District.

Fish Frying Premises on Register e,
Number of Inspections ¥y i % .. 44
Bakehouses.

There are 9 bakehouses on the register, 8 being factory bake-
houses and 1 being a workshop bakehouse. Frequent visits have
been made to these premises and all have been found to be kept in
a clean and sanitary condition.

Number of Inspections—1I18.

Tents, Vans and Sheds.

There are two recognised camping grounds for caravans,
namely Newtown Road and Chapel Street, and both sites are
frequently inspected. This type of dwelling must, however, always
be in some respects unsatisfactory, especially when located in one
spot for any length of time. Section 80 of the Housing Act, 1935,
which provides that any hut, tent or moveable structure which has
been in the same enclosure for two years may be dealt with under
the Slum Clearance provisions is welcomed, and it is desirable, in
my opinion, that this power should be used against some of the old
standing vans in Bedworth.

A number of isolated caravans have been inspected in various
parts of the district, but the majority of these only stayed for short
periods, and were not permanently located. Inspections were made
to the fair ground during ** Wake Week,” and satisfactory
arrangements made with the management for the provision of
sanitary conveniences and ashbins.

Bye-laws for this type of dwelling have now been adopted, and
should be of certain help in controlling them.
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Schools.

There are 10 Elementary Schools within the District
boundaries. Periodic inspections have been made and the general
sanitary condition found to be satisfactory.

Rag and Flock Acts, 1911 and 1928.

There are no premises in the District where Rag Flock is
manufactured, used or sold.

Rats and Mice Destruction Act, 1919.

Powers under the above Act were delegated to the Urban
District Council on July 31st, 1929. All complaints of rat infest-
ation are investigated and the premises thoroughly inspected.
Where necessary baits are laid and further visits are made as
occasion requires. Rat poisons are issued free of cost on applic-
ation to the Sanitary Inspector. Rat poisons are also regularly
used on the refuse tips at such times when any rats are observed,
and also at sewage works. The National Rat Week was observed
as in previous years, large posters were displayed throughout
the District, and occupiers of premises liable to rat infestation
were specially circularised.

Complaints received i 5 e 20
Inspections made .. i s S L

Petroleum (Consolidation) Act, 1928.

Extract from Register :

Premises licensed for storage of Petroleum .. 21
Premises licensed for storage of Carbides % 2
Total storage capacity of Petroleum Tanks .. 25,700gals.
Total storage capacity of Carbide store =t 5601bs.

Factory and Workshops Act, 1901.
During the year most of the workshops on the register have

been inspected. The present state of the register is as follows :—

Workshops .. 5 e e .. 26
Factories . 2 Ly T e a
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Section 3.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
Administration of Milk and Dairies Order, 1926.

Inspections are carried out regularly to all cowshed and dairy
premisees in the area. The improvement in their general condition
has been maintained, and the requirements of the Milk and Dairies
Order generally observed. The standard of cleanliness on a few
farms, however, still leaves room for improvement.

The Grade " A" Milk Scheme of the Milk Marketing Board
whereby accredited farmers receive an extra penny per gallon for
their milk, came into force on January lst, 1935.

The Licensing Authority for this purpose is the County
Council, but in considering whether or not an application should
be granted, the County Medical Officer of Health requests a report
from the Sanitary Inspector of the Area in which the farm is situate.
It is gratifying that the County Authority should have confidence
in the local Inspector to advise on this matter, and the friction
which has arisen in some counties is not evident in Warwickshire.

The following farmers have now been enrolled for the pro-
duction of Grade " A" milk :—

J. ]J. Page, Smorrell Lane, Bedworth ;

J. A. Moore, Bulkington Road, Bedworth ;
G. Bradshaw, Dark Lane, Bedworth ;

R. Baker, Woodlands Road, Bedworth.

The bulk of the milk produced is retailed in the district in the
ordinary can, there being no bottling premises. Pasteurised, Grade
““ A" and other bottled milks, are, however, retailed in the district
by outside retailers. All milk vehicles are regularly inspected.

The children of many schools are now provided with milk in
bottles each morning. This is supplied by outside pasteurising
firms.
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Section 4

Prevalence of, and control over, Infectious and other Diseases.

Cases of infectious disease are treated at the Nuneaton and
Coventry Isolation Hospitals.

Patients are removed in the respective hospital ambulances,
whilst disinfection of bedding, etc., is carried out in the Council's
steam disinfector, and infected rooms fumigated with a formalin
lamp. Where patients are isolated at home, printed instructions
are issued and periodic visits paid to ensure these are being
observed. At the request of the householder, hbuses are disinfected
after tuberculosis and cancer deaths, and on removal to a
Sanatorium. :

Facilities for the isolation and treatment of small-pox cases
are provided by the City of Coventry Smallpox Hospital at Pinley,
but there has been no case of this infectious disease notified in the
Urban District for several years. All cases notified are inquired
into, and any suspicious combination of circumstances thoroughly
investigated.

The infectious diseases occurring in the Urban District for
the year shewed a slight increase on the previous year, but the
figures as shewn in the following table compare favourably with
those of previous years :—

Disease 1937 ‘ 1936 ‘ 1935 ‘ 1934 ‘ 1933
Scarlet Fever DT 43 | 50 |50 95 18
Diphtheria .. i i Ll 14 30 ol 23
Cerebro-spinal Fever i & | 1 — | 5 6
Membraneous Croup = 1 1 - 1 2
Paratyphoid Fever b — | — l — 1



















