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BEDALE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.
North Riding of Yorkshire

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for
the year ending 31st December,
116 s

To the Chairman and Members of the
Bedale Rural Distriet Council,

SIR, MADAM AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the homour of presenting to you my Annual Report
for the year ending 31st December, 1955.

FUBLIC HEATLTH OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL.

1) One Medical Officer of Health (Part time)
2) One Sanitary Inspector & Surveyor (Full time)
3) One Waterworks Manager (Full time)
STATISTICS.
AI'EE. - .. - .. LN L L L 45;502 E‘nma'
Registrar General's estimate of resident
population (mid 1955) 8,130
Number of inhabited houses according to
Rate Books (end of 1955) : &0y
Rateable Value of the Area ... ik v £41,351
Product of a Penny Rate . iy 5 L 10. 28. 0d
NOTE:

The figure given above for the estimated population includes
members of the Armed Forces stationed in the Area,

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Live Births. Male. Female. Total.
Legitimate . 59 59 118 Birth Rate
Illegitimate — 1 L 1446
- 1 _60_ 119
Eﬁillbirths.
Legitimate - - -
Illegitimate - - =
Deaths
36 29 65 Death Rate per
1,000 of the
estimated
resident

population 8.1
Deaths from Msternal Causes .us - Wil







-2=-
Deaths of Infants under One Year of Ase

Male, Female. Total.
Legitimate 1 1 2
Illegitimate - - -

Deaths of Infants under four wecks of Ape

ldale . Female. Iotal.
Legitimate 1 1 2
Illegitimate - -~ =
GENERAL PROVISIUN OF HGALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA,
a) Leboratory facilities. Ed% Ambulance Services.
b) Clinics and Treatment Centres. (&) Hospitels,
¢) Mursing Services,

Inadegquacy of accommodation for the chronic sick and aged and
infirm who cannot be efficiently looked after at home continues to
be a cause for anxiety. Very litfle iuprovement has been made in
this direction during the last year. Otherwise the services mentioned
above have satisfactorily met the needs of the Distriect.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
WATE R.

1. SJUANTITY,

The water supply over the whole area has been satisfactory
with the exception of the higher elevated places, namely Gebdykes,
Clifton, Crakehall and neighbouring villages where shortages have
occurred during the hours of peak demand. To overcome these troubles
in the Gebdykes and Clifton District the Council has constructed a
seétional steel storage tank of 9,000 gallons capacity at Gebdykes
at an elevation of 500 ft. above 5.D. This storage tank has prevented
the overdrawing of the mains and this mainteined an adequate and
constant pressure of water to consumers in these higher elevated parts.

In an endeawvour to overcome future difficulties the Council
proposes to construct a2 Service Reservoir of not less than 300,000
gallons capacity ot Pasture Hill near Cowling at an elevation of 480
feet above 0.D, This Reserveoir is exmccted to be started at the early
part of 1956 and completed the ssme year,

During the year the water level in the well at Bellerby
was seriously affected by drought.

2. QUALITY.

The water supply to the whole area has been treoted by
chlorinetion and the quality has been very satisfactory. During
the year 25 samples heve been taken from fittings supplied from the
Council's meins, All these were forwarded to the Public Health
Loboratory for analysis and in 21l cases proved satisfactory.

5 FRACTURED JMAINS.

Work on fractured mazins at the following places has been
cerried out with the least possible inconwvenience to the consumers:-
Crakehall, Scruton, Bedale, Thirnm and Stubbin Nook.

4, MATN E¥ TEF3ION.

During the year 2 3" main extension has been carried out in
order to afford a supply to the 24 new Council Houses at Leeming Bar.
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WATER (Cont).

5. INSPALLATION OF BOOSTER FUNP & REMOVAL OF CHLORINATION
PLANT AT BELLAREY.

In July 1955 it was apparent thet something must be done to
maintain a constant supply. 4L special Meeting of the Council was held
and permission granted to instzll a booster pump. A scheme was
prepared for boosting the water forward from Bellerby to effect an
increased delivery and an enhanced pressure to the higher parts of
the Councils area of supply.

The work was taken in hand immediately and within three
weeks of commencement the booster pump was running and giving very
satisfactory results. At that time, of course, the pumps and motors
were just under temporary cover but this was followed by the
preparation of the necesacry plans etc., and the permanent pump and
chlorination house was built.

6, CONSUMFTION.

Appromimate daily consumpbion in the

Bedale Rural District. (Normal consumers) 315,000 galls,
Approgximate daily consumption in the

Leyburn Rural District. 55,000 galls.
Leeming Aerodrome. 130,000 galls.
Approximate total doily consumption, 500,000 galls.

7. CONNECTIONS AND METEES.

During the year 57 connections have been taken from the
Council's mains and 24 meters installed. These are supplying farms,
privite dwelling houses ete., in the Bedale Rural District.

SEWERLGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSLAL.

The position regording sewers and disposal works has not
c ed during the year under review. The wvolume of sewage
discharged to the sewers is increasing all the time and the
maintenance of the disposal arrengements in a decent condition is
beconing increasingly difficult. There does appear to be a chance
that the Carthorpe and possibly the Bedale and Aiskew Scheme may
be allowed to procecd during 1956.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISFOSAL.

The refuse collection in the trea is still undertaken by
contract. Ashpits with privies are cleansed once every three months,
dry 2shpits are no longer cleaned out by the Council and dustbins
gre emptied weekly or fortnightly depending on the area concerned.
The service has been satisfoctory and where complaints of non-
collection have been received they have been quickly dealt with.

The conversion of privies to water closets hes been carried
out in 35 cases but this work cannot procecd rapidly until proper
sewers are available, It is estimated that there are still about
1,000 privy ashpits in use throughout the district.

RODENT CONTROL.

No staff has been employed on this work for the past year
but the Council'’s properties h:ve been deanlt with where necessary
and there are no serious infestations on any of these premises.
Where the presence of rats on private properties is observed the
occupler is osked to decl with the infestation and is advised on the






RODENT CONTROL (Cont.)

best methods to secure clearnnce 6f the vermin.

HOUSING.

Upon receipt of the Ministry of Housing and Ioeal Governments
instructions regarding Slum Cleorance a survey of all houses wes
coumenced and this is being followed by detroiled inspections of the
unfit houses, The full effect of these inspections hos not yet
become apparent but 2 number of Slum Clenrance schemes are being
formulated.

One Clesrance Area has been confirmed by the Ministry of
Housing and Loccl Govermment at Nosterfield and a second ot Scruton
is now receiving their consideration. Eleven houses are involved
in these two schemes and in diye ecourse the tenonts will be re-=housed
and the areas clecred., In £ddition o number of individual unfit
houses are being denlt with,

The re-housing of temants from the Plews Yard Clearance Aren
ot Aiskew has continued and mony of the houses are now closed.
Demolition cannot properly proceed howevér until 2ll the houscs are
vacant and it is becoming obvious thot the speed at which the €lum
Clearance schemes can proceed is lorgely dependent on the rote ap
-which housing accommodntion c2n be provided for the occupants of the
houses involved.

The Council's house building programme hos proceeded steadily
and 24 houses hove been completed ond occupied. A mumber of the
tenants of these new houses are from slum clecrance 2rens. a further
41 houses are in course of erection ot South End, Bedals and mony of
these should be completed during 1956.

The bungolows (ex W.L.A. Hostel) ot Leeming Bar hove continued
in use and some are now serving 2 very useful purpose by providing
accommod-tion for old persons and persons living alone.

Private house building has continued 2nd 7 houses have been
completed during the yerr.

The improvement and re-conditioning of existing houses with
grant assistance under the Housing Acts hos been encouraged ond many
owners have taken advantage of this scheme, The result hns been that
many houses which would otherwise hove become unfit for ocecupttion
are being socved °nd will provide excellent living nccommodation, at
mach less than the cost of mew houses, Grants have been made for
improvements to 10 houses during ths yerr.

MBAT AND FOOD INSEECTION.

Four sloughterhouses ore liconsed in the aren, two being large
modern premiscs nnd two smaller priveote businesses, All are
ovided with proper lairnges, ond separate cooling halls and the

arger premises have the lotest equipment for humene slaughtering,
the smollerbusinessesdo not kill sufficient animels to merit the
installation or this egquipment though on these mremises the sloughter-
ing standsrds cre very good ond comply with the new legislation on
sloughterhouse requirements.

all meot is inspected before leaving the sloughterhouses and a
very large proportion of the crrcases nre sent to the butchers s2nd
traders outside the crea. 4 stotement showing the number of animels
slaughtered ~nd corcases etc. condemmed is attached to the report and
from this it is intercsting to note that 87748 ~ninnls were sleughtaed
during the yoor, S s :

: The bulk of the =ilk supplied in the ~ron is received from lrge
bottling cst blishnents situzted outoide the district and is delivercd
to the consumer in the unopened bottlus, Empty bottles are collected
end returned to the bottlers for cleansing.






0D SHOES.

The food shops in the ares are gerncrally satisfactory but many
of then m2y require improvements under the Food Hygene Regulagions
which will come into operation on Janmusry lst, 1956. 4 full inspection
of all food shops will be mnde under these Rogulations and such work
28 moy be neccssary will be insisted upon.

AFPENDIY A.

C.ARC..SES AND OFFAL INSEECTED AND CONDEMNED, 1955.

iCattle | ; |
Excluding Cows jﬂal?as Bheepi
i Cows | & i
i | i Lombs
, :
Nurbor killed (if : i
novm) | 3179 | 461 : 213 10646 | 73249 -
]

Pigs | Horses

|

Mumber inspected i51?9 : 461 213 10646 | 73249 =

o))
WD
o

58 86

ole carcnses
ondemned
Carcases of which !

some part or orgon :
was condemned {80

Percent=ge of the
munber inspected
|[nffected with
ddsease other
than tuberculosis
!and cysticerci

73 : 19.3 6+6 7 ot 14

berculosis
z

g carchses

ome part or 281 | 138 | 2284

rgen wos condmmed
rcentnge of the
mber inspacted
ffected with !
berculosis I

ysticerocosis

arcascs of whith

Some part oroIgn
8 condemned

arcases almibhed
0 tretment by
refrigerstion

9.0 ‘: 3.5.4'; 2.1

engralised and
E otnlly condemned
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PREVALENCE_OF AND CONTROL OVER INFiICTICUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

I '
Disease. ! tol Cases. Deoths.

|
Pneumonin ‘ 32 il
Huarietlfevar | 5 g%%
et | 193 e Nil
Poliomyelitis | 1 piralytic Nil
Diphtheris | Wil il
Whooping Cough | 8 Nil
Undulant Fever ; 1 | Wil
Food Poisoning | Nil i Nil

The higher incidence of pneumonin was associnted with the
nerasl increase of mild respirctory infoctions during the year,
& cases however, were not of 2 serious type 2s evidenced by the
fact that there were no desths from the disensec.

It is gratifying to note that no cases of diphtherin occurred in
the area but unless perents are kept constantly alive to the
1mmg§tance of immunisation freedom from this deadly disease will not
continue.

TUEERCULOSIS.

Only two new coses of tuberculosis were notified during the year.
B:Egiwere males and in each case the diseasc was of Respiratory
4] n.

BEHED 1 ... A Civilian aged 21 years.

EEEERE  iiees AnR.A .F. Service mon aged 20 years.

There were no deaths from tuberculosis during the Year.

In concluding my Report I would like to take the opportunity
of expressing my thanks to your Sanitory Inspector and Burvoyor
Mr, J, ¥. Dunning ond to your Waterworks Maon~ger for their Veluable
fassistance throughout the Yeor,

I have the honour to be Sir, M~don and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Bervont,

ALAN W, Hol73LL,

Medical Officer of Health,












