[Report 1898] / Medical Officer of Health, Bedale R.D.C.

Contributors

Bedale (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1898

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/eevkef5u

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode




Vitkl Sististics,

Birthe.

Donthe.

Inguests,

Analvais of Dheaths

Infantile Death-rate.

1. Clanss,

LI Monthly Dheaih-
rake.
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Taldcs A and B,

Influenzs [‘lHl‘-’lllﬂ.l in an epidemic form e'l_urlng the months of E‘ahmu-_.- and March, aml gave rise to five
denths from pulmenary complications.

Messles prevniled in Hackforth and Langihorne in Augass, but the diseass wasof & mild type, and was nok
attended by any fatal Tesult, ;

A widely spread outbreak of Aoiumeal IHarelon ocenrred in Soplember winl Detober,  ‘Thore were several
sovore cnsed but none proved fatsl,

The J'jf-j‘liwl hss sn wres of 490097 neres, and o population of 7,180 sccording to the census of 1891, Ti is salb
divided into ll."le}:]lulritbu of Mushum and Bedole for the purposes of registration, 1 have every reason bo belisve that
the populstion remains fairly stationary,

1 smbjoin the number of Births and Deaths, togother with the retarns for 1897, to fnellitnte compurison :
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Ten Inquests were held, the verdicts being—
Nainral Canses 8. Accidental Injories 1. Alcoholism 1.

The deaths will be forther considered in relation to:—l—Age. 2—Canse. 3—Monthly Death-rabe.
4—Laocality.

Under 1 yoar | 1 nnd ander 5 | 5 and upider 15 | 15 & ander 25 | 25 & under 85 | 65 & upwards | Total.
13 i3 | 5 1 18 ) 81

Beven deaths undor one year occarred at periods varying from half-an-hour to nine days after birth, and of
these six were due to congenital debility from premature birth, The infantile death-rate. i the desth-rate at sges
“* under one vear,” compars] with the snme mate for the previons year is as follows

1638, 13 Denths, 1697, 21 Denths,
Rato G370 por 1000 Birtha, 12863 per 1000 Birthe, .

Thirty-two denths oocurred nt ages of T0 vears and apwards. Twelve aof these lad entered npan the q#,
decaule, of which number five had almost reachal ninety years.
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It is satisfactiory to sse the comparatively small wamber of deaths roturmed snder Phithisis. Thres deathe

were relurned ns doe to Tubercnlar Disesss, whicls in the talde are incloded in ** Other Dissases.” The five deaths re-

ded ander Indl m. shooll properly appear undor +* Cihor diseases of the Lungs,” sinos, with l.htlh:ﬂ-pllu ol omes
case, death in eacl instancs was duo to soma Paimonary Complieation, Seven deaths were dus to * Cancer.™
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The numbe: of deaths necredited o each fownship, or group of twwnships, is fairly proportionate to the popu-
Iadion of cach, Two deaihs occurred in the Workhonse, both persons having resbled in the district prier to theic
admission inte that institntion.

Fable & nufl B required by the Local Government Board sne sttached to this popert @ the former desls with
the mortality returns, the lattor with cases of infectioos disease that have beon notified during the year.



Tnspestion.

Water Bupply.

TFmeremment Drisposl.

Beavonging.

Tsolaticn.

Cow Shod=.

In canjunction with your Inspector, T made & house to house inspection of the fownships that were rocontly

Rion, on cecasions that T set apart specially for the purpose, and ale when engnged in my private profossional work,
and when visliing cases of infections illaess in respomse bo nobifications,

Tlee principal insanitary conditions were found in the sewly added townships, and consisted chiofly of defecta
in drainage and in the constrection of privies and sshpits.  These are embodied in s summary attached as an appendix
o this report. together with the various insanitary conditions taken from the Inspector's report book. Many miner
nnianees, snch as accumulations of robbizl, choked privies and ashpits, are not incloded in the sumreary.  Thess were
pointed oot to the tenants of the premises on which they were found, snd have been removed or abated without e
mecessily for further netion.

The water aupply throughout the district is dorived fram public aed pelvate wolls,  The villages of Well and
Burrill are the enly execptlond to this role.  Burrill derives its supply feom a spring ot Cowling. The excesaive
drought experienasd in the antuns months tnxed the resanrees of the wells, bat did not canss any widely spread failure
of supply.

The scheme for snpplying the tows of Bedale with water has not yet takien practical form.

No snmples of water worn submitted (o fhe public anslyvet for exnmination.

The okl type of peivy is bn vogue theonphont the distelet, [ brost that improvements in the conslruction af
alosets will be gradually made. The pall systemn has been introdsced inte one village, bat, in the abssnce of regulae
scavenging, this cannot be said to be altogether satisfactory- Some householders may give the matter proper attontion,
but same will always be fonnd who guite fnil in their duty, There are o few water-closets in Bedals and in the country
bouses.  The water supply is derived either from storage of rin-water or from cisterns filled by means of forcs punmps.

Thore is no regular system of savenging in nny parct of the district. It is loft to the houselolders, who citber
wiilise theoir refose in the coltivation of their gardens and I, or armnge with farmers (o remove i85

Disinfection i=s always difficalt, nnd :!mgunnl.l_r well ||||:‘,'|l |:l'|.]_:lu5:.ih5c in the houses of the r in rural districts.
Linok of accommodation and siructaral defeots, suoh as 1 have already mentioned under Scarlet Fover, offer insuperablo
barriers to the tharoughly effective nse of disinfectants aftor outhreaks of infections dicease.  Ignorance and projadice
on the part of the peaple alao play their part in making this most necessary procedare a practioally useloss monsure,

1 have fonnd latterly thas fair aitention is paid to my instructions whon fesned inoo printsd form.

Hospital isalation provides the only relinble mcans of dealing succesafully with cases of fsfoectious discasa thnt
oeeur in looses in which the conditions obtain that [ have mentionsd above.

The cow.sheds and dairies were visited, and were fowml to be mtisfastory.  In view of the foct that suberen-
logis is g0 frequenty present b animals kept for the porpose of sapplying milk for sale, it iz impoertant that more
attention shoulil be paid to this eource of public ill-health than has hitherto been the case, and [ would even go so far as
o puggest that every Banitary Authority shoaldl appoint & veserinary imspecior who should exsmine all cows used for

pullic dairy purposes st ceviain periods.

1 guite believe thal velerinary inspection and the application of the taberculin tst, will be requivoed by all
ganitary authorities in the near future.

The butchers of the district lave privaie alsughter houses, The howsca were found to be sstlisfactary
Hngﬁuaﬁwm wore made in one oF bao instancos for the more likbernl and freguent uae of e wash, and other means for
clannuing the premises,

Xo artiele of food, or drogs, were submitted for nealyaie,

The lodging housess were visited and were foand 1o ke clean and satisfactorily comlneted,

Mo offencive trades are carried on in the disirict.

The vaccinstions were well maintnined, both in number and officiency. 1 hope that the recently introdweed
mengure may, @ far as this district is concernald, bo attonidod by the same sacoras that has charscterised the working of
the preceding At

I have examined the Inspecior’s report book, which contains reference fo 101 instaners of insanitary comditions.
They are included in the sommary attacled oo an appesdix to this report.

Ko sanitary messares of more than ordinary importasce were undertaken during the year. The efforts of the
odficers woredirected to tle amelboration of dofectis whore such existed, aml the maintenance of smnitary order genernlly.

I am, Goutlemen,
Yours faithfully,

T. HORSFALL, M.O.H.






