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of the monthly whkooping cough reports (from which are compiled
the annual statistics required by the Ministry of Health as a con-
dition of their approval of the service in Bebington)show that of the
=3 cases of whooping cough which occurred during 1946 four of the
cases had been immunised, one a few months previously at the
Clinics by your Medical Officer of Health, and three some years pre-
viously by general practitioners who had not used the vaccine which
is to-day the general choice, based on the reports received by your
Medical Officer of Health from the few authorities offering immuni-
sation against whooping cough. Further, these four cases were re-
ported as being extremely mild, and I am inclined to believe the
disease was modified by the immunisation.

A feature of the total cases suffering from whooping cough was
their occurrence largely in the 3-6 group, which would appear to
indicate their greater susceptibility than the o-2 group in that they
were not submitted for immunisation, neither, generally speaking,
were the mothers (as in the case of the o-2 group) present at the
clinics where instruction was given as to the best methods of isola-
tion and segregation.

Water Supply.

Regarding the water supply of the Borough of Bebington upon
which I have been instructed to report by the Ministry of Health,
I have collaborated with C. Hardman, Esq., M.Inst.C.E., Engineer
to the West Cheshire Water Board, and we are in mutual agreement
with the following report :—

The water is supplied by the West Cheshire Water Board from
three sources, i.e., Prenton, Hooton and Mouldsworth, and is ob-
tained by pumping from deep wells, bores and adits through the
installation of steam and electrically-driven machinery. A new
horehole is at present in course of being driven into the underlying
sandstone bedrock on the existing Hooton Pumping Station site,
and boring operations at the time of writing (June 3rd, 1947) have
been carried down to 200 feet below the surface, and test pumping
will be carried out after a suficient penetration has been made into
the water bearing sandstone rock, w ‘hich was met at about 1 50 feet
below the surface. The water fmm the three Pumping Stations con-
tains much lime, and the following remarks are identical with those
contained in my report for 1945, as so far the West Cheshire
Water Board has not been able to revert to its pre-War softening
standards ; in the case of Prenton to 13.5 p.p. 100,000 before it is
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distributed, but owing to present conditions, softening operations are
suspended pro-tem and sterilisation by chloramination is carried out.
In Hooton the water is filtered by Candy pressure process for the
removal of a slight trace of iron, and is then softened to 13.5 p.p.
100,000 by a base exchange softening process followed by simple
chlorination. In Mouldsworth in normal times the water is softened
to about 13.5 p.p. 100,000 hut owing to present conditions, softening
operations are reduced pro-tem and the water is softened from about
10.5 to 25.5 p.D. 100,000 followed by sterilisation by chloramination.
The Board intend,however, to resume full-scale softening operations
at the earliest possible moment.

The pH reaction from our source of supply continues to remain
within the limits on an average of 7 to 7.5 as against 7 to 7.4 in my
last Report and is non-plumbo solvent. The samples from the
various sources are bright in appearance, most frequently neutral
in reaction, and free from iron and other metals with the exception
of the supply from Mouldsworth Pumping Station which shows a
negligible trace of iron. All three sources produce a pure and whole-
some water suitable for the public supply purposes.

Twenty four witnessed and certified analyses were submitted
by the West Cheshire Water Board to my department during the
vear 1946.

During the vear 1946 no independent analvses of water have
been made by this Council of samples provided by the West Che-
shire Water Board.

There still remains the one house in the Borough of Bebington
which is not supplied directly with water, 1.e., Mr. E. Williams,
(George Croft Bungalow, who obtains his supplyv of water from Rake
House Farm, in Bromborough Rake, and there is one house in the

Borough depending on a stand pipe supply and this is owned by the
Council.

Infectious Diseases,
(a) Smallpox Outbreak,

It is significant that the outbreak we encountered formed part
of a Merseyside outbreak, and that from gth February to 2nd July,
1946, there were 31 cases admitted to the Port Sanitary Hospital,
New Ferrv. Of these, seven were landed from troopships (two
deaths) ; eleven occurred in the City of Liverpool (two deaths) ; ten
in Birkenhead (five deaths) ; and three in Bebington,
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The first case was admitted from a troopship on the 18th Feb-
ruary. The first Bebington case was taken 1ill on 1gth March, and
is presumed to have been infected on 6th March. Detailed inquiries
by myself and the Chief Sanitary Inspector failed to elicit any
information relative to contact with any suspicious source. The
woman lived 5/12ths of a mile from the Port Health Hospital and
she daily visited a house §rd of a mile from the hospital. These visits
necessitated passing within 1/12th of a mile of the hospital. It may
be that the aerial infection of smallpox 1s now discountenanced, but
the occurrence of this disease in our area following the admission of
cases to the hospital compels attention.

Dr. C. O. Stallybrass, the Deputy Medical Ofhcer of Health,
City of Liverpool, in the paper read to the North Western Branch,
Society of Medical Officers of Health in September 1946, points out
that the death rate in this outbreak was 29 per cent. He states, “In
its severest form smallpox is a frightful disease and the management
of an outbreak puts a heavy burden of responsibility upon all con-
cerned.’’

The first Bebington case, a woman of 50 vears, was a severe
confluent tvpe, and the fact that so many people had been in close
contact with her before her illness was diagnosed created a most
unusually high number of contacts for my staff to keep under daily
observation. Only her husband contracted the disease.

A second outbreak occurred on gth June when a woman, 24
years of age, was removed to hospital suffering from a moderate
attack of smallpox. She lived 5/6ths of a mile from the Port Health
Hospital. There was no known contact with either our first two
cases or with any cases in any other area.

The fact that a ring was drawn round both these outbreaks indi-
cates the efficiency and painstaking work of my department. They
did not spare themselves; the office was kept open from g a.m. to
10 p.m. every day.

(b) General Notifications.

The notifications for 1945 were 25 per cent, less than for 1944,
and the total for 1946 1s roughly equal to that for 1945; the only
observation to be noted is that the measles outbreak of 1945 was re-
placed by the chickenpox outbreak in 1g46.



Scabies.

The incidence of Scabies was practically in abeyance by the
end of 1946, the reason for the decrease being, I suggest, that the
public were more fully aware of the 1941 Scabies Order making sub-
mission for treatment, either by general practitioners or by the
municipal anthority, compulsory.

Infestation by Head Lice.

The Health Visitors continue on their visits, at the Clinics, and
at the Nurseries to make inspections for the prevalence of head lice
and to provide combs and ‘' Ascabiol ' where necessary.

Tuberculosis.

The report submitted by the Council in July 1946 was an in-
terim report and covered twelve months including partial statistics
in 1g46. I regret that I have not had time to submit a further com-
parative report including figzures from other areas, but investiga-
tions so far indicate little stabilised improvement.New cases detected
in 1946 were approximately 25 per cent. less than in 1945, and
deaths also were less, but the new cases for 1947 up to the time of
gomg to press already equal those of 1946.

Food Poisoning.

During the yvear 1946 there was one occurrence of food poisoning
mvolving six people, and in certain of the cases severe and in other
cases mild symptoms appeared. After intensive investigation
amongst the staff of the hakchouse supplving the infected food, the
infection was traced to a handler in the bakehouse.

Milk Supplies.

My remarks in my Report for 1945 from the ‘‘ T.B. infection®
and ‘‘ souring " points of view still represent my opinion in these
matters, and as no further legislation has been brought into force,
I reprint completely my comments as thev appeared in my 1945
report,with the “‘rider’” (a) that the suggested scheme for the estab-
lishment of local pasteurising plant has advanced as far as the
acquisition of the site, but is now held up indefinitely, due no doubt
to the national crisis; and (h) that in 1946 37.8 % of the cows
inspected were infected with T.B. instead of 45.2 % as in 1945.

““As far as T.B. infection is concerned, more might be done by
legislation to control the movement of cows between the time of
taking bulk samples for T.B. tests and receiving the analyses of
such tests. An inevitable period of six weeks elapses, during which
time the farmer can sell his cows either for milk purposes or for
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slaughter, with the result that the discovery of tuberculosis infection
may be, and frequently is, of no avail. In addition 1 consider the
origin of cows taken to the slaughter house and found to be infected
with T.B. should be traced, with a view to the respective farms con-
cerned being notified and dealt with. It will be seen from the Chief
Sanitary Inspector’s report on slaughterhouses on page 33 that
37-8% of the cows inspected were infected with T.B., and in this con-
nection I draw the attention of the Council to a recent report on T.B.
provided by the Minister of Health when it was stated that 30 % of
the T.B. glands and joint cases, mostly in young children, were due
to bovine origin.

As regards the souring of milk, I attribute this to (1) its age
owing to its collection and distribution over wider areas than here-
tofore ; (i1) the pooling of morning and evening supplies ; and (iii)
the house deliveries taking place after breakfast. There must be a
great wastage when the morning delivery is found to be sour on the
same evening or on the following morning when it is required for
breakfast.

In my opinion efforts should be made to revert to early morning
deliveries, and local milk should be supplied locally in so far as it
is sufhcient, with deliveries twice a day. Members of the Counecil
will be aware that Bebington at present is supplied with milk from
localities as far distant as North Wales, which entails milk churns
standing about in the sun waiiing for collection and being subject to
the heat of the sun and delay in the transport lorries on the road. It
seems a poor reflection on what purports to he the improved organi-
sation of milk distribution during the past few vears, if one cannot
rely upon the freshness of milk on the day on which it is purchased.

On going to press I regret to sav that [ know of no further pro-
gress in the mooted scheme for the establishment of a local pdbleut‘+
ising plant controlled by the local iilk producers and distributors.”

Finally, the Borough of Bebington has afforded during my six
vears in Bebingten, and continues to afford, much material of general
and special interest to the work of my l".lcmrtment, and work contin-
ues Lo increase in all branches, nameh in general public health and
administration ; the duties am:] DI‘UHEIIH of the sanitary mspec*nrq
M sanitation, hcusmg and overcrowding, milk and food inspection ;
and in maternity and child welfare, which service is so nationally im-
portant in endeavouring to obtain for every infant born a proper
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PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT STAFF.

Medical Officer of Health : D. O. MacponaLp, M.B.,Ch.B.,D.P.H.,
R.C.P.S. (Edin.), R.F.P.S. (Edin. and Glas.)
Chief Sanitary Inspector: L. V. Crarrer, M.R.5.1., F.S5.1.A.,
M.I.P.H. and H.
Assistant Sanitary Inspectors: K. M. Durrox, A. Davibsox,
W. H. Tuomrsox, T. Townson,
One Van Driver, one Drain Tester, one Disinfector (part-time).

Clerical Stafi,

Chief Clerk : Miss E. M. GLIDEWELL.
Three Shorthand Typists. One Telephonist.

Maternity and Child Welfare Stafi,

Senior Health Visitor and Child Life Protection Officer :
Mrs. V. R. BLapis (née ELLERINGTON) .
Four Assistant Health Visitors: Miss J. FAWCETT (to November) ;
Miss MiLvENan ; Miss NicHOLsoN  Miss WHITTARKER (to Feb-
ruary) ; Miss RoBirTs (from February) ; Miss CHAMBERS
(from November) .
One Shorthand Tvpist. One Junior Clerk (Vitamins, etc.)

Dr. F. G. Foster and Dr. Friedman (and after September, Dr.
Hammick in place of Dr. Friedman) deputised in the absence of the
Medical Officer of Health.

Consultants.

Orthopaedic Surgeon : Jostrd GiLLerr, M.B., Ch.B.

(Gvnzecologist : Morris Darxow, M.D., F.R.C.S. (Edin.)

Aural Surgeon : PHiLip Garson, F.R.C.S. (Edin.), D.L.O.

Ophthalmic Surgeon : ErxEst Arran, M.B., Ch.B. (Edin.)

Pathologist : J. Morrisox Rirciig, M.A., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.

(Glas.), (Birkenhead Municipal Laboratory).
Day Nurseries Stafi.

New Ferry Nursery: Nurse in Charge—Miss KENDRICK, with
2 assistants and 7 students.

Bromborough Nursery: Nurse in Charge—DMrs. NicaoLs
1 assistant and 4 students.

Mrs. Harrison—Teacher at both Nurseries to 31st August.

, with
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Birth Rates and Death Rates, 1946.

148 Smaller
England 120 C.B. & Towns (Pop.
Bebington. and i, Towns 25=50,000
Wales. (inc.London). 1931 Census).
Births (per 1,000 civilian pop.) :(—

pdllbirths s DRGSR ' R Y1 A 1Y
Five Brithigt 4 1 dot iUy 0 UTERE 1 0 T 9Ee i 4TS
Deaths (per 1,000 civilian pop.) :—
A Canges oo T ST U TR e TEF L EXY
Typhoid and

P'lrat_}phmd T e P s g et A N e
Smallpox ... i — v = i o ae
Measle : b s et OO0 Sy ORADE L AMERDE e 1 0.00
Scarlet Fever ... — ... — . — .. —
Whooping Cough . o000 ..., 0.02 ... 0.02 .. @ 0.02
Maplitheria o et 20000 5 2 0IGT i CFE0L o TeioT
Influenza B e R o o - = . SRR

Deaths (Per 1,000 live births) :(—

Under @ year of age s51.0 ... 430 ... 46.0 ... 37.0

From Inarrhoea and
Enteritis under 2
Yete of gEe™ . T Bl el e L e
Deaths (Per 1,000 total births) :—
Maternal Mortality :—

Abortion with Sepsis ... o0.00 ... 0.13 - i
Abortion without Sepsis . 0.00 ... 0.06 Figures not
Puerperal Infection RN 19 o IR 1 15 communicated.
Others . L % = S

1.14 1.43

Death Rate of Infants under 1 year (Bebington).
All infants per 1,000 Total Live Births ... s bl T
Legitimate mfants per 1,000 Total Live Legltlmatc Bzrths 45.6

Comparative Rates.
Bebington Bebington  England and

1945. 1946. Wales, 1g946.
Per 1,000 Population :(—
Birth Rate—Live Births ... ... 18.3 ... 194 .. 10.1
Tieagh Rafe o iy g o eivia g - L Tl 11.5
Per 1,000 Births :—
Infant Mortality Rate ... ... 49.0 ... 5I.0 43.0

Maternal Mortality Rate ... ... 3.6 ... 1I.14 I.43
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(3) ANALYSIS OF BOROUGH BIRTHS.

The total number of notified births for the Borough after de-
ducting the 664 transferable births was 8g3. Of these 23 were still-
born. The Borough births belonged in the Borough Wards as
below :—

Baglel ol SRR NN Ty e - TR
NewniBerrparAd 3 5 Giie ) o 15T
Bopt-aunlighit: e e e e’ Ay LLE
Bebington T e e e T8
Higher Bebington ... ... ... .= 80
Woodhey L (R Sl Ay Y
Poulton R et B S T G
North Bromborough P R o
South Bromborough L SN A e o T
Eastham i e SRR
Males (Stillborn 11) ... ... ... 461
Females (Stillborn 12) ... ... ... 432

Where Births occurred :—

At Home attended by Midwives and Doctors ... 250
In Clatterbridge Maternity Hospital ... ... ... 301
In Hospital or Homes in Birkenhead ... ... ... ¢8
Heswall and West Kirby Nursing Homes, ete. ..., 28
Heathfield Maternity Home ... ... ... ... ... 207

893

=0.9 7 of Borough Births took place in Maternity Homes or
Hospitals.

(4) PREMATURE INFANTS.

The notified numbered 47, 5 being born at home and 42 in hos-
pitals or nursing homes. One of the babies born at home died and
nine died of those born in institutions. On the direction of the
Ministry of Health special visiting is done, and assistance given
where necessarv.

(5) ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN.

The notified numbered 2g. Of these six were adopted and
four died. The remaining children are well cared for and several
of them attend the Council’s Day Nurseries while their mothers are
at work.
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(6) GOVERNMENT ISSUE OF VITAMINS.
(Cod Liver Oil and Fruit Juices) .

Distribution of the above during 1g46 to children under five
years and to expectant mothers at the New Ferry Health Centre
and Branch Centres was as follows :—

Capsules

Cod Liver Orange { Expectant

Oil. Juice. Mothers) .
New Ferry TRORE T L R e v R
AR vl ATy vty —
Bromborough™ ... ... Pdid 1119 ... 8q70..... 173
T U] Yy TRl o EF —
Hr. Bebington ... ... Paid 8%4 4684 ... 107
s e Pree 21 I02 i —
Easthanine ... ae e Pand Cabet ... 1000w, 27
N - — — .. —
Thornton Hough ... Paid 74 405 ;5 3
. Free — —_ ... —

(79 HOME HELP SERVICES.

During 1946 two full-time Home Helps were emploved, and 20
cases were attended for confinement, having booked in advance; 11
cases were attended owing to general sickness and sickness follow-
g confinements,

(8) SPECIAL CASES SENT INTO HOMES AND
HOSPITALS.

One child was sent to Leasowe Hospital in October 1944 ; he
remained throughout 1945 and until he was transferred to the
Education Authority on reaching the age of five in May 10946. He
was said to be progressing favourably.

(9) CHILD LIFE PROTECTION.

During the year 1946, 25, 8 and 47 children up to the age of
nine vears were respectively under the care of (1) a Preparatory
school ; (2) a Children's Home; and (3) an Orphanage in the
Borough, and were visited at intervals by the Senior Health Visitor
as Infant Life Protection Officer.

In addition five children were placed in private dwelling houses
with foster mothers, and during the vear were found to be well-
placed and very happy.

(In December, 1046, all Health Visitors at the suggestion of an
Inspector of the Ministry of Health were appointed Infant Life
Protection Visitors).
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Housing Act, 1936.

The following figures relate to work carried out during 1946 :—
189 Visits have been paid to inspect rent books, to enquire into
cases of overcrowding, etc.

16 ‘* Review " visits have been made.

157 Newly erected houses have been measured.

6 Existing houses have been measured.

37 Applications for ‘' permitted numbers ' have been
received.

4 Offences were committed by the failure to insert in rent

books the * permitted number,”’ ete.
4 Warning letters sent.
4 Offences were committed by the failure to insert in rent
books the name and address of the M.O.H.
4 Warning letters sent.

4 Offences were committed by the failure to insert in rent
books information relating to persons responsible for keep-
ing houses in a reasonable state of repair.

4 Warning letters sent.
Oifences were committed by failure to insert in rent books
statements showing standard rent and permitted increase.
7 Warning letters sent.
5 Cases of overcrowding abated.
26 New cases of overcrowding.

~1

With reference to the 5 overcrowded families abated, and
involving 33 people, the overcrowding ceased by the following
means :—

Redaction: e death o0 b o S T
Rehoused by Corporation ... ... ... 4
Tatall 0 0 e

Housing Repairs.

Difhculties were experienced in remedying defects in houses
and nuisances, owing to labour shortage and shortage of materials.
I should point out, as I did last vear, that as a lower standard has
had to be accepted for a period of several years, many houses are
deteriorating and a continuance of the present position is bound to
lead to the ultimate condemnation of propertv that might be saved
by proper maintenance. The increase of minor defects, the develop-
ment of minor defects into major nuisances and the consequent in-
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crease in the number of insanitary houses lead to a position where
housing inspections will tend to crowd out other important work.

Prosecutions against owners were necessary on twelve occas-
1ons and 1t i1s significant that those who defended their failure to
comply with notices by lack of labour and the difficulties of obtain-
ing materials, were those who have always given trotuble to the
Council.

Standard of Cleanliness,

The general standard of cleanliness in homes has improved, but
there are still too many parents who through their utter disregard
of the elementary principles of hvgiene are causing unnecessary
suffering and misery to their children. It would be difficult for
those whose duties do not take them into these houses to appreciate
the loathsomeness of the conditions existing. These houses are
usually difficult to enter and inspections are frequently only made
after notice of intention to inspect has been served. The present
necessity to serve notices for the abominable nuisances that exist
prevents any real progress being made with this tyvpe of person, who
fortunately constitutes only a small percentage of the population ;
the only action should be, after reasonable warning, legal proceed-
ings, when such conditions are found. Since writing this report
five of your residents have been sent to prison, but by the time this
action was taken the fourteen children concerned had received a
damaging blow to their phvsical and mental outlook.

Overcrowding,

At the end of December 1946 there were 88 cases of overcrowd-
ing on the register, involving 570 persons.

It should be pointed out that the overcrowding standard is
necessarily a low one being a penal standard. There are many more
people living under conditions that would be overcrowded on a bed-
room standard. An inspection of one area of 61 houses showed 10
cases of legal overcrowding—or 16%, but on a bedroom standard
there were 34 out of the 61 houses overcrowded—or 55%.

Tents, Vans and Sheds.

No licences have been issued in regard to camping grounds.

Courts and Passages.

These are inspected regularly and any defects or lack of cleans-
ing referred to the Borough Engineer.
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Disinfestation,
Rooms treated for vermin ... ... ... ... 69
Beds treated for vermin .., ... .. ... ... 78
Other articles disinfested ... ... ... ... 161
Verminous beds destroyed ... ... i .2 2
Pools, ditches, etc., sprayed ... ... ... ... 20

(In addition to the above the Council’s Tip was regularly
sprayved from April to the end of September at the end of each day).

15 premises were found to be infested with bed bugs.

26 premises were found to be infested with cockroaches.
4 premises were found to be infested with ants.
6 premises were found to be infested with other pests.

Cesspools.

There are 287 houses drained to cesspools and septic tanks.
5 visits have been made during the vear to these installations.

Public Schoels.

A routine visit was made to all the schools during the year and
a detailed inspection made in every instance. Some of these premises
had deteriorated in regard to their structural conditions and sanita-
tion following the war vears. The owners were notified and the
necessary improvements considered. At the end of the vear work
was either in progress or licences to execute the necessary work
had been applied for.

Licensed Premises.

There are 26 licensed public houses and g clubs on the depart-
ment register. 71 visits were made during the year.

Notices were served during the year for the following matters :
Insufficient or defective sanitary accommodation, 26 instances.

Insufficient ventilation

Redecorating ... Lo ulio it
Defective or foul dnp amks

Defective drains

Dirty cellars . 5
Cockroach or ant |11fr:5t=1tmns.

Defective or insufficient refuse ren::n:ptfu. 1f:

General Repairs

(3]
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Beer pipes are constructed as follows :—
14 lead with tin lining.
2 rubber,

14 monel metal.

In 4 instances beer is drawn straight from barrel.

Cleaning of beer pipes is carried out in the following manner :
In 22 cases, soda water, then salt and clean water drawn through.
In 1 case cold water drawn through.

In 1 case warm water and brush used and warm water pumped
through.

In 6 cases cold water and special crystal preparation drawn
through.

(5lasses are said to be cleaned in most instances by dipping
them in hot water and drying them, except during busy periods
when theyv are only swilled and drained.

Waste beer 1s collected through drip sinks to enamel buckets
in the cellar and filtered and returned into circulation. One wonders
whether this return of waste beer 1s in the interest of public health.
When it 1s realised that some of this beer has been in contact with
customers' mouths (sometimes with women’s lipstick), that a lot of
it has been lyving on trays and some of it for long periods in smoke-
filled rooms, and that some of it has been left by customers who
were not feeling well enough to consume it, one feels that it should
be dealt with like most other foods as salvage or it should be de-
stroved. Financially the loss must be negligible because most
waste beer has been paid for.

Refuse Tips, etc.

Regular supervision of refuse tips was exercised during the
vear, and it is pleasing to record a sustained improvement in the
condition of all tips.

The following information was supplied to the Ministry of Food
at the end of the year in reply to a questionnaire sent out to all local
authorities by the Divisional Rodent Officer of the Ministry.
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Slanghter Houses.
Carcases Inspected and Condemned.

Cattle Sheep
excluding and
Cows. Cows. Calves. Lambs. Pigs. Total.
Number killed cen wee een 3273 1323 2424 20213 99 33332
Ante-mortem  inspection  in-
cluding  supervision of
humane slanghter ... ... 3273 1323 2434 26213 99 33332
Natice of slaughter received. 3273 1323 2424 abz13 oo 33332
Emergency notifications ... 3 6o 9 30 - 109
Post-mortem inspection Gia 32TR 1323 2424 26213 09 3333z
All Diseases except T.B.
Whole carcases condemned . 2 7 v} 21 2 41
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned... 1041 222 _ 1944 4 3211
Percentage of the number
inspected affected ... ... 31.87 1735 37 7.41 6. = 976
T.B. Only.
Whaole carcases condemned.. 5] 50 2 - 1 71
Carcases of which same part -
or organ was condemned... 255 452 - a5 3 715 -
Percentage of the number
inspected infected with
T.B : f.01 37.8 o8 .0g 4.04 2.42

The high percentage of tuberculosis continues and vour Medical
Officer of Health and Chief Sanitary Inspector still feel that the
place of origin of all tubercular animals found at the slaughter house
should be investigated.

Food Inspection,

The undermentioned food was found upon examination to be
unsound and unfit for human consumption, and was voluntarily
surrendered :—

331 tins of Milk, 21 lbs. of Sugar.
200 tins of Vegetables. 28 ozs. of Butter.
19621 tins of Soup. 1 1b. of Tea.
3z tins of Meat. 25 lbs. of Prunes.
100 tins of Fish. 64 lbs. of Cereal.
5 tins of Fruit. 180 lbs. of Dates.
12 tins of Jam. gso lbs. of Oranges.
15 tins of Malted 327 lbs. of Pears.
Powdered Food. & tins of Beans.
17 tins of Beef, 5 Bottles of Pickles.
254 lbs. of Sausage. 25 lbs. of Raisins.
4 tins of Pork Luncheon Meat. 160 lbs. of Apples.
15 cwts. of Potatoes. 1 1lb. of Biscuits.
15 tins of Chopped Ham. 1} 1bs. Chocolate Nuts,
16 1bs. of Ham. 2 pkts. Svnthetic Cream

26 stone of Fish. Extendor.
7 lbs. of Cheese,
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The undermentioned food was seized and condemned by a
Magistrate :—

1 bottle of milk.

Butchers.

An attempt is being made to inspect every butcher’s shop at
least twice per year. During the past year these premises were kept
in a satisfactory condition and very few matters had to be dealt
with by way of notices.

Grocers.

(Grocers shops are scheduled for visits twice per vear but other
duties have prevented this aim being reached. As in the case of
Butchers, I feel a quarterly visit should be the minimum.

Bakehouses.

These are visited at least twice every year, and during the past
vear this aim was reached. There is one underground bakehouse in
the area and this is kept in a satisfactory state of cleanliness pro-
vided with an electric fan for ventilation and adequately lighted.

Confectioners, Caterers, etc.

Here again visits are paid twice yearly, but I consider this far
too infrequent. The production of food under hygienic conditions is
of paramount importance, and during the vear there were 17 cases
of food poisoning which were traced to infections at a confectioner’s
shop. Bacteriological examinations failed to confirm field investi-
gations, but there was presumptive evidence of staphvlococcal in-
fection from handling of the food in question.

Ice Cream Premises.

At present there is no legal standard, bacteriological or other-
wise, for ice cream, but it is important that this food should be
manufactured and stored under hygienic conditions.

Fried Fish Shops,

These premises are no longer classed as Offensive Trades, bui
are controlled by the existing law in regard to food premises gener-
ally. The standard of these premises is, on the whole, good. One
fish frier has installed an electric range, and there is a decided
improvement both in cleanliness and appearance.
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Wet Fish Shops, Greengrocers, etc.

Scrupulous cleanliness is required in these premises to prevent
offensive odours and accumulations of trade refuse. A visit 15 made
twice a vear to these premises. Difheulty was experienced during
the vear in regard to removal of fish offal.

Milk Producers.

Every effort was made during the year to supervise the whole
milking process at every farm at least once.  In some instances
many such visits were necessary to investigate unsatisfactory milk
samples Samples were taken from every producer at least twice
during the year.

Sediment testing once again proved useful in demonstrating to
the producer on the spot whether his methods of milking were satis-
factorv or otherwise. 118 tests were made and a cleanliness per-
centage of 63 resulted. The figures for the last few years are as
follows :—

1937 ... No. of tests 254 Cleanliness Percentage 60
1938 ... o 160 e 61.2%
1939 ... gk 66 . 617
1040 ... 3 254 ” 61.27%
19'41 BCELR iR ] 55 1y 63'5%
T043 ... o 104 - 53-46%
oo T 5 25 3 31%
1944 ... ] 42 1 38'?%
TO4E ... 4 102 o 60.77
1046 .. 118 - 63%

The standﬂrd :I‘i based on a maximum of 5 points for a perfectly
clean sediment test, and vour Chief Sanitary Inspector assesses the

percentage of every test so that a uniform standardised result is
obtained.

During 1946, the following producers obtained roo% cleanliness
results :—

Kettlewell Bros., Bromborough.
(5. Leech, Raby.

R. Leech, Raby.

H. McCaig, Thornton Hough.
C. Shakeshaft, Brimstage.

Souring of milk continued to be a source of complaint and much
of vour Inspectors’ time was taken in investigating individual com-
plaints rather than in having the time available for a systematic
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No, 1.B. %/, T.B.
Commercial Milk ... 1100 ... 1 S R
Raw ) Accredited Milk ... 1318 ... g8 a2 [ Raw
Milk )} T.T. Milk B ) — ... — [ Milk
T.T. (Certihed) Milk B ; ST CL S T
Pasteurised Milk ... 369 ... — . —
oterilised Milk ol — e —
ot Mkl - o i T —_ =
2,081 151 —

P —

Dairies.,

[ack of sterilisation of milk utensils has been the chief cause for
concern during the vear, and many special visits early in the morn-
ing and during the evening have had to be made to check the pro-
cedure adopted. There are still a few dairies without steam sterili-
sation.

Three dairvmen were prosecuted during the year for failing to
sterilise milk bottles. One was fined £5 and ordered to pay costs,
and one was dismissed under the Probation of Offenders Acts, and
the third was fined £3.

One dairvman was fined £2 for carrving on the trade as dairy-
man on unregistered premises.

Mortuary Accommodation,

The Council’s two mortuaries are cleansed by workmen of the
sanitarv department. Theyv are always maintained in a condition
fit for immediate use either for the reception of bodies or holding
post-mortem examinations.

Legal Proceedings.

The following prosecutions were dealt with during the yvear :
1. Against an owner for failing to insert necessary information in
rent book.
Fined 2zos.
2 and 3. Against Dairvmen for failing to sterilize milk bottles.

One Dismissed under the probation of Offenders Act.
One fined £5.

4. Against a Dairyman for carrving out the trade of dairyman in

premises not registered, and failing to sterilize milk
bottles and utensils.

Fined £2 for not registering.
Fined £3 for failing to sterilize milk bottles and utensils.
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1g Summonses against owners of property for failing te
comply with Sanitary Notices.

One dismissed.

One Fined £3. Court Order for 21 dayvs and gs. costs.

Two Fined £1. Court Order for 21 days.

Two Court Orders for 21 days and gs. costs.

Thirteen withdrawn as work was carried out between date
of summons and the hearing of the cases.

Shops Acts and Young Persons (Employment) Act 1938.

The Chief Sanitary Inspector as Inspector under the Shops.
Acts reports as follows :—

The administration of the Shops Acts may be divided as
follows :—

1. Health and comfort of shop assistants. This is the re-
sponsibility of the local sanitarv authority so far as
sanitary conveniences, ventilation and temperatures are
concerned, and vour authority as the Shops Act Author-
ity so far as washing facilities and light are concerned.
Hours of Emplovment and Facilities for meals.

Hours of Closing, weekly half-day closing.

4. Sunday Trading, ete.

-

During the year the following notices were served :—

Failing to provide facilities for meals ... ... . 2 T
Failing to provide sufficient ventilation & temp::ralure 14
Insufficient washing facilities ... ... ... ... «. .. @
Insufficient sanitary conveniences ... ... ... ... s

Warnings were given in regard to the following offences :—

Failure to exhibit required notices : T
Failure to keep records regarding hnhdan ShE NS 3
Seats for female assistants not provided...

Excessive hours of emplovment of voung persons

Correct interval for meals not allowed

Rodent Control.

Tk

e

The Chief Sanitary 11'|‘-.pe-.tnr as Rodent Officer reports as
follows :—

A scheme prepared by the County Council and which came into
operation on 1st January, 1944, had for its object the grmtlx in-
creased action to counter the devastation by rats and mnu: The
Cheshire County Council continue to operate the pnwlsimls of the
Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act,1919, under their existing powers,
and the Rats Order, 1040, to such extent as may be required by the
Cheshire War Agricultural Executive Committee.
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The Ministry of Food directed that the County Council should
operate the Infestation Order, 1943, and each of the County Local
Authorities was appointed as the County Council’s agent to operate
the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 19rg, and the Infestation
Order 1n respect of Non Agricultural land.

Each local authority was requested to appoint a responsible
Rats Officer, and this Council appointed your Chief Sanitary
Inspector. It was also suggested that one rodent operative to
15,000 to 20,000 population should be appointed and vour authority
appointed three such rat catchers.

Upon being aware of rat or mouse infestation, informal notices
are served upon occupiers informing them that they are under an
obligation to rid their premises of rats or mice, but that the local
Authority will carry out the necessary work if thev wish to enter
mto an agreement.

Methods of Control.

Poisoning was found to be the quickest and most effective
method of killing rats and an 85 to go’ kill on first treatment was
obtained.

Bait of sausage rusk with poison of zinc phosphide was found
most effective, but where poison with phosphorus had already been
used, we found it was advisable to change to arsenic. Hole baiting,
container baiting and surface baiting were all used with good results.

The following statistics indicate the work carried out :—

Inspections.
Supervisory
Major Minor Visits
Reservoir. Primary, Secondary, by S.I's.
By Sanitary Inspectors ... — ... dsit sl o2&y il Rl
By Rat Catelens . oo diabnir g w05 Jvim s Q0 i
Revisits,
By Sanitary inspectors ... Aigretoaer BOY B f50icabig- o=
By Rat Cateliers: . v cabe £281widy 505, i BEDQ g« o
Supervisory Visits by
Sanitary Inspectors ..&' — ... — .. — .. 79

76 534 5191 79













