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ANNUAL REPORT
1939

Toe the Chalrman and liembers of the Health Committes.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Ainnual Report
on the Health of the Borough of Bebington for lé&g,

Thia ia the firat nnnual.Réﬁbrt issued since the Borough
appointed its own full time Hﬂdicnl Officer of Health and
under normal circumstancea would have econtained a detailed
survey of conditions affecting the health of the communiiy,

In view of the present circumét&nc&s, however, the Minlatry
of Health have indicated that interim reports only should be
mada for 1939,

My duties commenced at the end of September 1939 so that
the majority of the Report covers a period when Dr. J. B,
Yeoman was still Medical Officer of Health for the North West
Cheshire Combined Public Health District, of which Bebington
formed a part. Dr, Yeoman's services.to thia district reqguire
no eulozising on my part but it would be unfitting not to place
on record and pay tribute to the sterling pioneer work done
by him in relation to Hospital and Public Health work in the
Wirral, il

Fnllawiﬁé Dr. Yeoman's rotirement, oprortunity was taken
to transfer the Henlth Department to more_ccmmpdiuus premises
at Plymyard, where the rapidly growing department could be
housed as a complete unit. The Health Department in its new
surroundings now forms a distinet entity aﬁd 1 traat will :
play an Increasingly important part in the municipal life of
the Borough.

The work of transferring and reorganising the department
was carrled out during a period when there werc heavy dutles
entailed by calls of Civil Defence work. As in many other
Public Health Departments throughout the country it was found
during the last three months of the yecar that Auties in conncec-

tion with the Casualty Services and Alr Raid Precautions
occupled a large proportion of the time of the Department.
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INFANT LIFE PROTECTION.

Nunber of children wvisited - 5

Totil Visits : - 22
Out of thess 5 children under the care of the Council in
1939 one child remained:only a very short time, and another
recched the cge of 9 years and ceased to be visited. A
third wos removed to the care of the grandmother, leaving
two only to be viaited for the most part of the jyear.
All the ehildren had very good homes ond thoere were no
serious illnesscs or deaths.

Ophthalmis Néonatorum.

One c.sé only notificd; born in Hospital and
remaining for heszspital trectmont uwntll recovery. The
aight of tho infoant was undamaoged, 4 visits were pald to
the home afterwards and the child kept under supcrvision

o' the Centre.

CLINICS
INFANT WELFARE CLINICS.

Conducted by Hediccl Officer of Health.

Total Number of Children attending Centres - 1,289

CLINIC FEH FEARY BRD{EGHﬂuﬂﬂi BN .BEBINGTOHlT TOTAL
Scssions 2% 51 % DipaE ? 202
Attendanees of P-
Children under 5350 2695 2984 131820
1l yecr i
‘Attendonecs |
Children 1-5 3620 2544 1953 . Bl17
dattendancos i
Mothers TAZG 4187 4297 ilEQED'

TODDLIRS' CLINIC. ,

He. of Sosslons 39
Children excmincd 524
Children rcferrcd
to lospit:l or
spacial Glinics 121
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;HEmmmd NEW c.ﬂsgs* REUAINING DISSERnUED
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et U Y el L i
AR BlEE] B S
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¥ E &y E rg i ey g E Bt E § 5 = i %E
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I i =
| 1
INFANTILE PARAIYSIS| 1| 5|3 b =] =| 2] 3,2 e 3|1 -1 ==
i i i
SPASTIC PARALYSIS gl 9j=1 3| =2} =] 4] 7 2 |=|=1=2}1 T2
i + b
RICKETS { 1] 8= T =1 = B0 s il (SIS RS 8 fel e
- i e i
pUBBRCULOUS SR o2 sy gl =] = | 2] =] =] & 2 | =] ==
Arthritis I ptd
NON-TUB ‘RCULOUS Do.| -! ‘ - = 1=l =1 =0 = =4 -t .
. 4
DIFORLITIES- AL | g
CONGENITAL|14:11 - | 6 | - -f 14|11 - |1 |-|-|2] 2{1
Do. ACQUIRED |78, 36| - |56 [11] -| 80|36 - (a1 |- |1f s|20f -
i 1 ¥
DIAGNOSIS I 6f 11-fa0d af = af 2l =il 1i45
| |
e | ’
TOTALS Imz, 70 3 115 18| - 109 |63 6 icLﬁ - 14| 9 2ala7
5
MASSAGE RETURN.
; ATTENDANGES CASES
R - UNDER | OVER
. ST 2R00L BOR . lscHOOL BocHnE =
o A BOYS GIRLS AGE | a1 8| B
DISEASE —— 21l
TR ey =h L] =
CATEGORIES o E:-' g"m 2, E.-. E’?.?.-. .
S e—e—— Lol Be ke 'E-—HS‘ ol DO g O w @] O O
folecol o Qo ﬂgu Co0 ol ml ~ o
o5 |00 vod 8o oo [Sea ot BTV = S B
490 1S O 4 2l EENT] B FER (=] = 0 =i O (=]
Al | Hodf4nacll S 2o Poo ml o mlols1 B
= <% j=h < =3 el
INFANTILE PARALYSIS ' 34| -| - 29/16 | -|52] 4| 10.24%
3PASTIC PARALYSIS @ - -| - | 20§ 23l 6 | -| - 15. 365
RIGK:ETS | - - - - - - — - - - - -
OSTEITIS & !
T.B. ARTHRITIS ey —f E1vl el 4 -1 -] -11| 2.88
.!:CH"T-E}.. pE Dﬂ - : - - - - - - - - = -
CONGINITAL DEFGRMTITS! 78| - | - 36| - = | =}o3 l -| -1 8] 20.48
ACIUIRED DEFORMITIRS 192 - | - {195 - | - |s1]es | =] =}20| 50.36
TOTALS _ I389] - - {335]| - -~ poslzio | -!sz)39 -
TOTALS VOB . 313 .. 52
(Porcentages) . (66.8% (30.4%) (4.8
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Provalence of and Control over Infectious and Other
LEeases.

Details of the number of cases of infectious disease
notified and of the Ward distributien are glven in separate
tables. .

There 1s a fall in the number of Diphthoria cases notified
as compared with 1938, During 1938, 148 cases were notifled and
during 1939, 110. Otherwise the incidence of Infectious diseasec
shows no marked change exccpt in the case of the Entoric Group of
Fevers, The increased cases shown were notificd in commection
with an outbresk of Paratyphoid B, ond were derived mainly from
the North and South Bromberough lards.

The first case was notified on Jugust 4th, and of the 56 cases
notified 51 cascs were confirmed by Widal teats, 21 of these belng
malas and 30 foemales. 42 of thase cases werse treated at tha
Wirrel Joint Isclation Hospital., 1 case treated in an Infectious
Discapa Hospital in an outsalde oresn and the remalning 3 cases
traated in General Hospitals in the ares, 1 of these lattor coscs
wap adnlitted ns a casze of appendieitia and was later dlagnesed
as Feratyphold B.

Careful investigation azs to the source of infection was
carried out by the staff of this departmernt. In the sarly days
of the epidemic particular attention was paid to water and milk
supoliea but these were guickly excluded and esxonerated from
‘blame aa the source of infection, It was found on careful
- 8ifting of the evidence thet in a largze number of casos
confectionery consumed had been purchased from one shop in the
digtrict. At thia shop "Caso 29" was found, and it was
‘ascertained that she had assisted from time to time in serving
at the shop following her arrivzl ints the district in mid-July.
She had coma from a nearby arca wvhere some weeks previously
enguirics in connection with 4 caszes of Paratyphoid Fever had
boen made 2t o bakehouse in which she had worked. On the 2nd
Septembar she was scnt to hospital where she was found to be
mildly pyrexial, The Paratypheid BE. bacillus was isolated from
her urine and facees and her VWildal reaction returnsd Positive to
a dilution of 1/250. Stie wos anpparcntly a mild ambulant case
which had been progressing for some time and it is possible that
she was Infected iIn the outside area befeore moving into the distriet
- in mid-July.

By thiz timo 29 proved cases had been notified. During
the throe wooks following the removal of “Case 29" to hospital
18 more primary cascs occurred. 4 Further casces, presumably
seconcary, were alfterwards notified, the last on October 31st.
On enquiry, each of the 18 cases cccurring during the three
weeks following romoval of the supposed carrier to hospital was
found to have consumod confectionery purchaszcd from this shop.
Suitable meoasurcs on the shop premises were taken with regard to
confecticnery and food likely to be infocted.

Following the abatoement of the coidemiec, it would scem that
the assumption that the infoetlcn had been transmitted from "Case
29" through the ageney of confcetionery was corrcet. Thore was
one death ceccurring in & woman of 70 vwhe died from Toxaemic
Hyocarditia.

2 ehronie earriers have resulted, 1 a female of 55 yoars of
age, whoso facces and urine still contaln the Paratyphoid B.
baelllus and the other a male of S50 y.ars of age, o facecal
exerctor only. Both these patients were discharged from
hospital on the adyice of the Ministry of Health and are kept
under strict obsorvations by this cdonaviment, and ddequate
measures arc taken to disinflect thulr excreta.
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NOTIFI..BELE IKFECTIOUS

DISEASES, 1939.

DISEASE TOTAL CASE TOTAL CASES TOTAL DEATHS
NOTIFIED ATHIITTED T
L HEOSFITAL
Smullpox - 5 =
Scarlat Fover 142 119 -
Diphthoria 110 110 5
Enteric Fover o6 56 1
Pucrgeral ?yrnxia r 4 13 P E
Pnoumoniz  (fAcute prima 41
e (Acute Influcnzal 2 1 1
Bryaipelas 9 T -
Cercbro-Spinal Fover 2 2 |
Acutc Anterior Policmyolitis 1 - -
Encephalitis Lethargica il 1 4
Ophtholmlia Noonatorum 4 i =
Dyscntory - = -
Malarig - - -
Hoasles 20 ! - -
Vhooping Cough 1 - -
393 313 16
B llcosles and Whooping Cough did not bocome compulsorily
notifizble Infeetious discases until 23rd October, 1938.
Tho totals given, thorcfore, only relate to the poriod
betwoeon thot date and the cnd of the yaor.
[} 15 nurscd at home under the Council's Domiciliary Nursing
Scheme.,
TABLE SiQVING DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL
(s 1M i
o 4 s o - Il -
|
-
= B
; B
[ ul &
[+ g2l & ol o
DISEASE al =] 8] H sl 2 8] o & TOTAL
al & B <l 13| g 23 2
gl & = uwl Sl |8l =] 8 =
;'l =) i | l",. '!J',. = & ._-i O
Bl =| of =] o] o] =] 0| 0] o
Scarlet Fover 7116]12|1186] &) 9l2a ]| 25l11]22 142
Diphtheria 5| 9 9|11} 14|10 23| 18(14] 7 110
?ncamon}: (5] 5] 3] & 2l 41 3 6] =| B 43
;r:sipglqs i =4 [ B 115 el e il e 9
Entoriec Fewvor 1 -1 111 1] -1 5] 38| 6| 3 56
Orhthalmiz Noonatorum =1 =] =} = =l =F=] =fZif 4 4
rucrperal Pyrexia -1 1y = -f =| = N 4
worcbro Spinal Fover i ¥ SR RN (R R [ 2
«cute finterior
_ Poliomy:litis = [ R | RS ) e | s i S 1
ncophalitis Lethargica - =F As -1 =11 - = o |
~auslecs o e - ) R Y e 20
2ooping Cough S B T I (R | = S S e 1
T?TAL 20 | 35| 30|35 | 26|24 |50 [101 32|40 393
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TUBERCULOSIS

NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1939,

NEW CASES DEATHS
AGE WOTI= NoT=
PERIODS Respiratory| Respiratory |Resniratory Respiratory
M.] F, M.| F. M.] F. Ml F.
D= = = i . ol B e
.l—' - - 1 — - — —_ -
5= -1 - 112 - - =1 a
15- 31| 5 - 13 1 e =] =
25- 21 7 = |2 : Sl e =it =
35~ 4 | - | 4 | 4 1=
45- = 1 - - 2 - = -
0o= 2 - - - 1 - - ‘
65 & upwards - - - = 1 = = =
TOTALS 11 113 e |7 10 | 8 Ll i
= e e —
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.,

Ir, E. V. Crapper, Chief Sunitary Inspector, is resmonsible

for the following resorts on the Sanitary Inspection of the aroca.

Humber of and Neture of Potal |No.of lNotices | Result of lotces Total] Total
Inspections made for Served for | for
19359 Enf, |3fat, Camrlied Outstand- | 1938 193
o Yith ing
Dwellinghouses Insnected. . 473 170 - 151 39 478 564
~do= relnspected. . o 49 45 o 13 1284 1743
Owororawding. ............. 450 - - - - 632 | 1370
':'.t‘ficﬂﬂ---'rnt-t---tq--p-r--t "T E - :..-1 — - iy
Tents, Vunsg, 8heds........ g 1 1 L - 7 8
Courts, Passages, Yurds.., 141 8 4 6 2 131 281
House Drainire............ | 1447 93 14 89 4 1779 | 2750
2srivies, lilddens, Dust Binsl 448 148 1 1z8 =20 870 611
Ccsspools, Sentie Tinks,etel. 125 10 - B 4 136 120
Ditchos, Watarcourscs. .....l s 5 - i 1 ! 39 45
Offensive Accumulations....[ 157 39 5 36 3 [ 151 222
Keepl Bl dnimals.........| 44 g - 7 1 i 57 38
Rat Infestations......... Jo 135 2 1 2 - 177 173
Slaughterhouses............. 628 1 - 1 (1 - 808 8B81
Butehers' Shops............| 119 G - 5 1 94 167
GI"DG'!:!I‘H-----......-.-..-.....,.. E‘B 2 L 2 L 4':. r?l
Ice Croam Premisas, ..  ..... | 53 2 - b=, 1 16 45
Jther Food Fremises........ 103 10 2 10 - o4 172
Offensive Trades........... 1T 2 - 1 i§ 34 44
Pi&’fﬁriﬂﬂ------.;. R R oa s ogoa o 22 1 b 1 ; = l"? 49
Doiples & Cowsheds......... 410 15 - 13 | 3 444 B854
bt W o3 13 - 10 ) 124 Qa2
Balkkechouses.......... e S B4 14 - 14 - 75 65
Smoke Observations......... 29 1 - 1 - 27 39
Public e 23 o I 1 2 4] 28
Placog of Entertainment..., (5] e - 1 1 a5 iz
Publie Conveniences........ o8 1 - 1 - 71 4
Licensed Promises..........| 15 4 1 T el 41 47
Infectious Jiscase Enus....| 420 - - =1 = 445 314
=co- ~de- Revisita]l 245 = - = = 186 47
Verminous Premises......... 195 1 - i - 187 1585
Fouling of Footways........ a - - = i - - =
Miseelfoneous.............. 200 1 1 1 - 246 173
Adpointments outside Office| 225 - - -1 = 235 228
Teld 616 a0 | 515 I 101 | BT7L | 110686
.—-—-.____"‘_r\_q_.."_“_ - T
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- The following table indicates the work carried out rolative
to meat inspection in sluugliterhousca ;-

f————

Number killed
Ante-mortem inspection
including supsrvision
of hum.ine. slaughtor
Emorgency notifications
Post-mortem inspoetion

Hotice of Slaugiter

Cattio

excluding

Cows

Cows

Calveos

Shecen
| I3
Lambs

1895

B2

1855
1895

az

35

B1
B2

All Disc.scs Zxcopt T.B.

Whole exrecises condemneod

Carcases of which sSomao
part or orgun wus con-
domned

Percontagze of the number
inspected affected with
disesse other thun T.B,

ToY

42,901%

8310

2068

BO31
8310

2531

1155

igs Total

12818

5150

12488
12818

13

208 1235

9.9%

Tubcreulosis Only .

Whole carcasecs condemnod

Carcases of which some
Part or organ wus
condemned

Pereentuge of the number
%napncted affected with

" -

502

21,814

T35

@ |
n
[
a

Liver Plukc.
m
Whole carcases sondemned

Careascs or which somo
pPart or orguan was
condemnad

Percentage of the nuaboyp
inspected uffeetea with
liver fluke

243

45.71%

110

1.36%

.04%]













