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BEACONSFIELD URBAN DISTRICT.

Medical Officer’s Annual Report to the
Beaconsfield Urban District Council.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—

I have the honour of presenting to you my fourteenth Annual
Report on the sanitary condition and general health of the town
for the year ended December 31st, 1914.

The physical features, general conformity, and character of
the district, as well as the occupation of the inhabitants, water
supply, and pollution from any source, have been fully described in
foregoing Annual Reports.

The social conditions, poor law relief, charities, private and
public assistance to the needy have also been described.

Many changes have come over the district during the past years,
as well as an ever increasing responsibility, energy, and work on
the part of the Local Authority and the Officers engaged in carrying
out the various work arising from a continuously growing neigh-
bourhood, and by so doing maintaining the general health, by re-
ducing the chance of disease spreading by employing modern
methods of combating them.

We have in the present, as in the foregoing years, had a very
small proportion of infectiouns diseases notified, and the general
health of the town has been good in comparison with other towns,
s0 that we may claim the old title that I believe was once given us,
of being the Brighton of Bucks.

Referring to vital statistics, the population has been estimated
by the usual methods, which, as I have often stated before, are
very untrustworthy in rapidly growing neighbourhoods.

The estimated population to the middle of the year i1s 2,793.

The death rate per estimated population, 7.84 per 1,000.

Corrected death rate per 1,000 population, which includes
transferable deaths, 8.95 per 1,000.

Birth rate per estimated population, 29.0 per 1,000.

Infantile mortality per 1,000 births, 14.1.

Last year we had the highest birth rate, and the second lowest
infantile mortality rate in Bucks.

The four transferable deaths to the district from institutions,
ete., outside, viz.—

May 1.—Female, 40 years. Gallstones.

Oct. 2.—Males: i, 50 years. Fatty heart. ii, 29 years. In-
fective Endocarditis.

Nov. 1.—Female, 39 years. Puerperal Mania.

One transferable death from cancer to the preseribed outgoing
area.

There have been no outgoing or incoming births.
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TABLE OF DEATHS AT DIFFERENT AGES.

Under 1 year 1
1 year and under 5 years TR e R
9 years and under 15 years ............cocoeeeee 1
15 years and under 25 years ..................... 1
25 years and under 45 years 2

]

45 years and under 65 years
65 years and over

.....................

TABLE OF DEATHS IN EACH MONTH.

Months. Females. Males. Total.
January ... L lep b DA e 1
Pebrigny /51 X S8 S I B 1
March  ......covcieeee [ | %
April st iigne gkl LA T 1 1
T i e ol 0 0 Nil.
JRne: A AR ] 0 | b L o2 2k 1
July: . el oo 2 Ut e S 2
Angusk L 0 i 2
September  ......... A o 0 1
Oictiober i ) f A EEL 3 3
Novernhal:™ 0 Un - s SR et e 5
Dsgamber.  oooiaan e sl B 3

General total ... 10 ......... : b R -

From the foregoing it will be seen that out of the 22 deaths
registered in the district 10 were females and 12 males; and from
the foregoing table 10 were 65 years of age and 1 under 1 year,
leaving 11 to be distributed over the intervening years.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES, &c.

1.—8carlet Fever.—There have only been three cases reported
to me of this disease during the past year. All have been private
cases, and satisfactorily isolated and treated, the houses being
properly disinfected afterwards by us.

2.—Tuberculosis. —Two deaths occurred from pulmonary tuber-
culosis, and one from other tubercular disease. In each case the
houses were thoroughly disinfected, cleaned, and re-decorated, the
clothing and infected articles used by the patient destroyed, and
compensation given.

3.—Cancer.—Five deaths have been registered.

One in June.

One case was also treated with radium during this month, and
showed signs of a good chance of recovery, but, unfortunately,
ﬁlanlds hecame secondarily infected later in the year, and proved
atal.









BAKEHOUSES.

These have been also visited, and any orders given for repairs,
cleansing, limewashing, ete., carried out. :
There are no underground bakehouses in this district.

COWSHEDS, DAIRIES, &c.

These have been regularly inspected, and instructions given
for repairs, limewashing, and general cleanliness, in order to insure
a good milk supply.

There is no milk sent to London from the farms in this district,
and an endeavour has always been maintained to enforce the
necessity on purveyors of carrying out the general principle and
Local Board regulations of a pure milk supply for the benefit and
protection of the general public.

I have so many times dilated upon the importance of cleanli-
ness on the part, not only of the purveyors, but the utensils used
by the consumers, and the relation of milk to tuberculosis, so that,
at the present time, I will refrain from writing more.

For further information on this subject see Annual Report,
1913, ete.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

Different articles of food have been taken and examined by
the Inspector at various intervals, and have proved of good guality,
and up to the standard. Therefore, no action has been necessary
during the year.

DRAINAGE, SEWAGE, &c.

The cesspool troubles in the North part of the town, as in
past years, have been a source of trouble and a bone of contention
between some of the inhabitants and the Officers of your Council,
although the work has been carried out regularly and systematically
by the men engaged on that work.

We all realise the importance of keeping these cesspools from
overflowing, but it is only possible for men to continue working a
certain number of hours out of twenty-four every day of the week
without damaging their health.

There have also been complaints regarding the dumping ground
of the matter removed from these cesspools, but I have investi-
gated the matter, and find that the spots chosen from time to time
would in no way interfere with the health of the community.

During the past year a new Sewage System and Outfall Works
has been in the course of construction by Messrs. Langley and
Johnson, of Slough, and although some delay has been caused by
the excessive wet weather, will shortly be officially opened. This,
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I am glad to say, will gradually do away with the cesspool
system, and improve the importance, attractiveness, and develop-
ment of the town and surrounding country beauty, with its accom-
panying adequate railway facilities.

SCAVENGING.

This has in the past been carried out in a regular, adequate,
and efficient manner, and the contents of the carts taken to a spot
in the neighbourhood of Seer Green.

This, however, in June, gave rise to a communication to me
from the Medical Officer of Health of the Amersham Rural District,
Dr. J. Sherwood New, owing to a complaint from the owner of a
new house in that district.

As you are aware, this spot has been used as a rubbish schute
for a very long time by your scavenger, and has gone towards
filling up the excavations made by digging gravel, etc. However,
steps have since been taken to find a new rubbish schute, and the
nuisance abated thereby.

HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES.

In April I directed your attention to some very interesting
competitions on efficiency with economy, regarding erection of
cottage property, the price being from £250 to £425 for semi-
detached cottages. These were illustrated and explained, with
plans, in the Supplement of “ Country Life " for Aprl 25th, 1914.

On Sept. Tth, 1914, an enquiry by the Local Government
Board, re cottages for the working classes, was held at the Reading
Room ; and an inspection of most of the cottage property was made
by the Local Government Board representative in the afternoon.

In December the proposed Housing and Cottage Scheme was
abandoned for the time being, for the following reasons:—

1.—TInecreased cost of material.

2.—Increased interest on loans on account of the War.

CIRCULARS AND MEMORANDUM FROM
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.

I.—Children’s Country Holidays.

The Local Government Board state that their attention has
heen called to complaints which are occasionally made of the results
of town children being sent by philanthropic agencies to lodge in
country districts. It is alleged that from time to time infectious
diseases have been introduced into country areas; also the
additional children into a house accepting them has caused over-
crowding.

The Board do not regard these complaints as of such a’character
as to suggest any change in the country holiday movement, but
that effective preventive action in the matter rests with the
philanthropic agents,
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Now, to my mind, this is the only way of dealing with the
matter :

Firstly.—Let the agents of the movement make an investiga-
tion as to the amount of accommodation the cottages have, so as to
be free from overcrowding.

Secondly.—A medical certificate that each child has not re-
cently had, or been in contact with, any infection before going on
holiday.

IT.—Maternity and Child Welfare,

I received a circular in September and October on this subject.
This dealt with:—

1.—The Anti-Natal. —i.e., advice and welfare of the child
before birth, viz., improvement of home conditions, ventilation,
cleanliness of the mother, feeding, ete.

2.—Natal Condition, viz., treatment of mothers during con-
finement, ete.

3.—Post-Natal, wviz., treatment of complaints, ete.,, in
Hospital.

Systematic and professional advice for infants and mothers.

Clinics, Dispensaries, etc., and home visitation of infants by
Health Visitors or Nurse.

All these conditions are provided for by {he District Nurse,
Medical Practitioners, and advice of the Medical Officer of Health
on sanitary or hygienic conditions, so that the Urban District Council
of Beaconsfield, with outside assistance, practically cover the sug-
gestions of the circular. Moreover, in one paragraph, Rural and
Urban Districts of small areas come under the County organisation.

Therefore, under present condition of things, it does not seem
necessary to adopt the conditions of the memo.

ITT.—Circular re Notification of Ophthalmia Neonatorum.
This has been adopted, and 1s in force in this district.

IV.—Circular re Cerebro Spinal Fever.
Has also been adopted in this district.

V.—Co-operation between Civil and Milit,ary Sauit-arj.r Work.

This applies to the supervision of soldiers billeted or camping
in the Beaconsfield Sanitary area. Also the treatment in Hospital
and supervision of cases of Typhus, Typhoid, and Smallpox, the
inspection of billeting houses periodically, cleanliness, overcrowding,
ete., also sanitary and hygienic condition of the houses, and the
control, supervision notification, ete., of infectious cases, whether
civilian or military ; and the notification by Military Authority or
District Medical Officer of Health to each other in respect of any
case coming under the notice of ecither Officer.

Appended are copies of the Local Government Board tables,
and the report of your Surveyor and Inspector, Capt. Sargeant, who
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FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

On Regigber™ S ir i ioa: el - P 12
Inspections - .. e s el iy e i, S 48
Defecta found ..o A TR Pt 1
Defects remediad ... it e ol SRR 1
Complaints received from Home Office ..................... 1
Outworkers on Begigber .. .. iciil b siimisid: —_
i LT ) N e e R e S —
COMMON LODGING HOUSES.
On Registor © o e —-
INGPECHIONE oot e re i e S R T B —
Defects found—Defects remedied ........................... -
Contraventions of Byelaws ................ccoovimiiininienen. —
CANAL BOATS.
On Bepighor = B lnh i L R T —
Inapechions.: & i e s et e e SR —
Contraventions of Acts and Regulations .................... —
Contraventions remedied ... i —-
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
Vit paad: e e e e b e e e
Houses dimmbecad s oo 00l T e 8
MISCELLANEOUS.

Removal of animals, ete., improperly kept ................ —
Any other matters, e.g.,

¥ood and Druge Met ... ... b it —
Offengive Trades o bl pmma syt —
Tents, Vans, Sheds, etc.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD TABLE.

STATEMENT, required by Article V of the Housing (Inspection of
Districts) Regulations, 1910, in regard to the Inspection of Dwelling
Houses, under Section 17 (1) of the Housing, Town Planning, etc.,
Act, 1909.
1914.
Number of dwelling houses inspected under and for the
purpoce of the Becbian ... ..o ecasersemmadonss 13
Number of such dwelling houses which were considered to
be in a state so dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation .......... ... —_
Number of dwelling houses in respect of which representations
were made to the Local Authority with a view to the
malking of Closing Orders .......ciieaoiionisian s —_
Number of dwelling houses in respect of which Closing Orders
were made by the Local Authority ...................cc... —
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