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BATTLE RURAL DISIRICT.

Kr. Chairman and Members of the Battle Rural
THatriet Council,

I have the honour of presenting my twelfth Annual Report
as Medical Officer of your District.

It has the form of Reports made during the War, being
typed and not printed, and somewhqt:; shortened by direction
of the Ministry of Health. Little however, that would have
been in it has been left out in consegquence except such records
a8 details of water-analysis and some lists; of Nuraing
Aggociationae, for instance.

In accordance with the resolution of the Council of
October 7th, 1943, Minute No. 136, a preliminary report on the
general health and incidence of notified diszase in the District
was sent to Members of the Public Health Committee in February.

In 1945, except for an epidemic of measles, nothing
striking in the way of notifiable disease occurred.

650 cases of measles were notified including a non-civilian
(W.A.A.F.) whozse home was in the District.

In 1944 the measles cases notified were only 49, but in
1943 were 5LL. :

Whooping cough in these years shewed an opposite tendency.
The cases notified numbering 51 in 1945, 122 in 1944, and 5 in
. 19i|.3l-

I® must, however, be borne in mind that cases of both
diseages are not always notified.

Only one death of a measles patient occurred in 149L45.
The patient had broncho-pnsumonia as well.

One case of diphtheria was notified. The patient, a
hoppicker from Bethnal Green, had not received inoculations
intended to immunise against the disease.

As far as notified illness shews it the trend wos towards
better health; and it must be remembered that many houses were
overcrowded.

As everyone knows the demand for houses was and is great:
how very preat is surprising if the population f1rurss only are
the guide; for, though 258 houses were dustruyed or severely
damaged by the enemy, the population in 1945, 25,300 according
to the Registrar General, was less by 1,500 than 2% the census
of 1931, when it was 26,883, and less by above 3,000 than the
Registrar's figure for 1938, viz. 28,312« }

Several factors contributed to the demand. Houses near the
coast, which was i closed area, could not be inhabited till hay,
1945. Repairs and replacements were and are in Aarrear. Young
pecple have grown up and want houses of their own and better
ones than many of those that still exist. Above all, families
are smaller and in reckoning for houses the family is the unit.

+« The Food Office gave 26,389 for September, 1945.
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Not only are families =maller but many houses are cccupied
by only married couples and single persons no longer young,
who have retired te pleasant surroundings in our District.
Twenty years ago five irmntes to 2 house was the
accepted average: the number to-day is siaid to be 3. 5.

The drought continued. Lack of water was serious.
Of samples taken by the Department, mostly from suspected
Bources, 35 out of LI weré unsatisfactory.

Scables shewed no improvement and was widespread. Seeing
how few families were infected, perhaps a couple.of dozen, its
prevalance is something of a mystery.

In kiay, following information that two patients with
typhus had reached East Sussex by air, at the suggestion of
the County Medical Officer of Health, a circular letter was
sent to all medical men practising in the District warning
them to be on the look-out and noting the characteristic
featuren of a disease which few have met.

Air-travel and the return of troops and others from
Countried where typhus, amall-pox, the plague, cholera and
yellow fever are still found demand increased watchfulness.

Insulin, in accordance with Circular 2734 of the Ministry
of Health, was supplicd to four pesople.

Diphtheria Immunigation is the most directly important
medical work of the Public Health Department. The Council,
and at lcast one momber of the Uspartmont,owe much to the
hon. Deputy Medical Officer of Health, Col. J.L.H.Sawyer,
M.D:.y,M«R.C.P., who held 158 clinies during the year, and to
the members of the Burwash Brangh of the Red Cross Society
who agsisted.

The death of Mr, A. E. Harris, Senior Sanitary Inspector
and Surveyor, and of Mr. Nelson Campany were noted in the
report for 194l with sincere tributes.

Miss E. V. Whatley, the Tempaorary Clerk in the Publiec
Health and Surveyor's Departments retired on February 20th,
1945, and Mr. Campany pluckily resumed till April 10th.

Then kiss Marion Hearnshaw took up the work:. I cannot
pay too high a tribute to her intelligence, minute care,
industry, forecsight and accuracy.

The whole of the claborate tabulating of diphtheria
imnunization required both for arranging clinies and keeping
aceurate reocrds has been in her hands; and that 1s only one
of many activities in two departments.

Aa heretofore I am indebted to the Acting Clerk, lir.
R. A. Lusty, and to members of all Departments for help
frequently asked and freely given, but must specinlly record
the unfailing cheerful assistance and admirable example of
lir« W. Francis, the Chief Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector.
Busy as he has always been, how busy his colleagues can best
appreciate, he has at all times been ready to discuss or cxplain
any matter of Public Health and, if asked, to give sound advice
informed by strong commonsenses









Live Births knle Female Total
Legitimate 176 156 334
Illegitimate 27 15 42

Live Birth-Rate per 1,000 nf Recident Population 10. 45

Live Birth-Rate per 1,000 for Lkngland and w¥ales 16.1

Stillbirths Male Femule Total
Legitimate 6 L 10
Illegitimate 3 3 6

8tillbirthrate per 1,000 total births, live and still L0, 84

Deaths liale Female Total
148 153 301
Nett death-rate per 4,000 of estimated population 11.89

The correctod death-rate eannot be iven. The Areal
comparability factor for 41543 is not available.

Death-rate for bkngland and Wales 11.4
aternal Mortality
Deaths from puerpernl infection 0
Deathe from other maternnl causes 1
Maternal Mortality kateé for Lngland & Wmles
{(all eauses, but not 1hurtinn}1 —
Infant Mortality liale Female
Deaths of Infants under one year of age
Legitimate 1 3
Illegitimate 2 1
Infant Death-Ra%e per 1,000 live births i 18.61
Infant Death-Rate for England and Wales 146.00
Death-Rate of legitimate infants per 1,000
legitimate live births 11.97
Death=-Rate of illegitimate infants per 1,000
illegitimate live births T140
Death from diarrhoea, under 2 years of age 1

Death-Rate from diarrhoea of children under 2
per 1,000 live births 2.65

Death-Rate from diarrhoen and enteritie of children

under 2 years of are per 1,000 live births in

England and Wales 5.6
One death, male, oncevrrwd from nzrsles with broncho-pneumonia,

Ho deaths occurred from diphtherin, secarlet fever or whooaingeough

Death-rates for England and Wales, Diphtheria 0.02
per 1,000 of civilians searlet fever 0. 00
measles 0.02

whooninr cough 0.02
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General Provision of Henalth Services

Medical Officer of Health,

part=time; nalsc Assistant

County School Medical Officer

and Medieal Officer of Health

for the Borough of Rye. Alan Moore, M.B., D.P.H.

Deputy Medic~l Officer of Health Col. J. a&. H. Sawyer,
M.D. » e R.CuPs

Senior Sanitary Inspector and
Surveyor, since liarch 16th,
1945, when kir.A.bL.Harris died. W.FPraneis, C.8.5.I., K.3.I.A.

Sanitary Inspuetors and W. Ramsden, Cert. 3.I.B.,
Asslstant: Burveyors. MeB-I.4.,

W. T. Dunford, Cert.5.I.B.,
M.S8.1.A., resumed duty
July 16th, after war
service.

Works Engineer, Water Engineer, G. A. Bramley, .F.I1.A.8.,
and Housing “anager. li.Inst./.A.

Acting Chief Clerk in the Public
Health and Surveyor's
Department, from April 410th Miss M. H. Hearnshaw.

Adoptive Acts
Infectious Disecasss {Prevention! Act, 1890,

S8ections 1, 2, 3, L, 1’51 18, 1%, 20, 21, 24.
Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1890.

Sections 34, 35, 38, 39, 4O, L2, 43, L, L5, 46 are in force
in the whole Distriét,and Section 37 under the Battle Hural
(Urban Powers) Order, 1935, is in force in the contributory
places of Battle, Broomhill, Crowhurst, Fairlight, Guestling,
Icklcsham, Ore, Pett, St. Thomas the Apostle winchelsea,
S8alehurst and Westficld.

Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1907.
Sections 17, 22, 27, 30, 32, and 33.

Section 33 is repealed as far as Byelaws are concerned.
Public Health Act, 1925.
Sections 14 anu 24 are in force in the whole District.

Sections 24 and 22, now ekércisuble cxelusively by the County
Couneil are in forece in the Parisl. cf Battle.

Slaugnier of fLrave .4 Act, 1934,

Section 1 was adopted cn Fovamber “43v; 1935L.
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In addition during the year Col. Sawyer gave 224 children
who had received the two primary injections when very young
the third injection that has been found advisable in such

cases.
He alsc applied the Schick-test to 83 children.

Posters are put up in each village announcing & c¢linic
gbout a week before it is to he held.

District Nurses and Head Teachers are notified of all
elinics and are sent consent forms. Leaflets for distribution
are also sent to Nurses.

The Medical Officer of Health being also a School Medical
Officer is able to talk to mothers about immunization when
they attend the Routine liedical Inspections at the Schools.

liore parents attend than formerly and most of them shew
a gratifyingly intelligent appreciation of the importance of
immunization.

It is impressed upon them that the protection is not
certain because, so to speak, NHature never completely obeys
her own laws, but is sure enough to make diphtheria a rare
ecuriosity if enough children are inoculated.

The parent of every child to be immmunized is notified
when & clinic is to be held in the parish. If after several
notifications the child has not attended a letter is scnt
. to the District Nurse who visits and tries to persuade the
mother to bring the child.

g Wfhen children leave the District before they have
received both injections a letter is sent asking the Medieal
Qfficer of the District to which they go to arrange for the
second to be given.

None was closed for infectious illness in 1945.
The standard of general health was good.

The increase in the average weight of children since
school dinners were provided is remarkable. School dinners
were provided at every Publie blementary School except
Etehingham.

In 1941 the Report of the County Medieal Officer of
Health included a table of average weights for heighta compiled by
Dr. W. R. Dunstan, then liedical Officer of Health for Lewes.
The table has becen very useful in determining the state
of nutrition but now the average weight has increased so
much that the table no longer states the truth.

Every child enan have milk at school if its arent
wish and nearly all the children have it. T
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 4945
of the CHIEF SANITARY INSPRCTOR

and SURVEYOR.

I submit herewith a report upon the work of the
Public Health Department during the year ending
318t December, 1945,

The year under review saw a number of changes in
the staff of the Department, notably the loss of
Mr, A.E, Harris, former Surveyor und Chief Sanitary
Inspector, who passed away suddenly on the 16th March
after a brief illness, and Hr. A.H. Campuny, former
Chief Clerk in the Surveyor's and Public Haalth
Department, who died at an early ags iIn July, after a
long and serious 1llness. Both were highly ruspectad
colleoagues and their loss, which was deoply mourned,
raduced the already depleted staff to an absolute
minimum, In March, the total staff of the combined
Surveyor's and Public Heelth Department consisted of
two techniecal cificers, a shorthand typist and a
junior male clerk,

In April Mr, A.T. BSraley was appointed Tomporary
Additional Ennitnry Inspector for duties primarily
concerned vith the Rural Housing Survey. He made
good progress until he was talen soriously 11l and
was admitted to hospital towards the oend of the year.
Mr. Whittoker, formerly o full time member of the
Civil Defence Control Staff, was ugpointed a8 a
non-tochnieal officer to as8slst with the survey,

After many deolays, ir. Dunford returned to duty
in July, after an absenco of almost 6 years with H.M.
Forcos. Hie return ot so vital a time was extromoly
welcomo, but it became necessary to transfer him to
special duties in relation te the requisitioning ef
unoccupled dwellings. VWhilst he carried out admirable
work in this connection it was not possible for him
to assist matorially in the ordinary routine duties
of the department, or the Rural Housing Survey for
which the Council had sought his relesse from service
with E.!. Fcrnas.

There is no doubt that thesc circumstancos had a
serious affect upon the working of tho department, but
thore is however remson to hope that once a full staff
becomes vholly ongnged upon the tasks ashoad the
Committee can look forward to good progress being made.

I am, Mr. Chairman Lodies & Gentlomen,

Your obaedient servant,

A o it

Chief Sanitary Inspoctor.
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HOP=-PICIERS ACCOMMODATION.

Owing to the cxtrome shortago of labour
practically no improvomonts in tho uccnmmaduiinn
providcd for hop=pickors in the 36 concompmonts
within the distriet,woro made during tho ycar.

Tho usual inspcctions were made, and it was
found thet thore was 1little change in the conditions
as comparod with previous scasons. There 1is still
room for improvement in the gonoral tidinoss of tho
camps, and tho facilitioes provided in rclation to
wator supply, cooking facilitios,nnd sanitary :
accommodation, desplte the offorts of the Department
during thc past fow yoars,

It is feared that until such timo as tho
building industry is able to undertalic constructional
work othor thon housing 1little progress can be
oxpocted.

WATER SUPPLY.

Feoasons for the procarious pesition of tho
district in rogardto public water supplies wvere
given in the roport for 1944,

Further represcntations were mede to the County
Borough of Hastings with o viow to accolorating tho
sfork en the Derwell Hole Reservoir Scheome, but owing
to manpovwor difficultics, this was not possiblo, and
it i3 mmlikoly that the Corporation will be able to
Supply wotor to the coastal arcus for aome time.

Following numcrous complaints from thc parishes
of Pett, Ickloshom and Feirlight a doputation appoarod
beforc o apoeial meeting of the Public Hoalth Committco
and a8 o rosult o deputation was rocoived at tho
Ministry of Health.  Arising thorcfrom the Council
decidod to formulote o schome for carting drinking
water on paymont to tho nocossitous arcas,

Aftor considorable difficulty, aoll the proparatory
viork in connoction with the sinking of the additional
borohelo at B3ottle wator-works was comploted and tho
workt was duc to commenco oarly in 1946.

At vory short notiec the militory authoritios
de-requizitioned parts of tho coastal arocas i.o. Pott
Lovel, Winchclsea Boach and Cambor, which had beon
hold sinco the carly days of tho war. 4As theso areas
roly almost wholly upon stored rainwator as a moans
of wator supply, tho Council was gravely concorned
that the supply had bccomo polluted and ovon dangorous
over tho course of yecara. Postors wore printod,
drawing attention to the dangers and advising the
public to boil all wator beforo using for domostic
pPurposcs. These wore displaycd in conspicuous
positions in thesc arcas immcdiatoly prier to their
re-cponing on the 18th Hay, 1945,

At tho close of the ycar the Council's staff
was activoly engaged in tho preparation of schomes and
the drafting of proposals to improve the position of
the district in relotion to both water suppliecs and
SOWETLEE .
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SEWTZRAGE AXD SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

For obvious reasons it wus not possible during
the yoar undor revicw to carry out any improvononts in
the soworage of the distriet.

Tho oxistonce of old and cbscleto typos of
sowage disposal werlks in various sorts of the arca, has
from timc to time given rise to moany complaints.
The noeds of tho various parishes in this rospoct are
becoming o matter of urgoncy.

Robortashridge Soworagc.

T, tho last Annual Roport, it was statod that
furthor investigations were bolng carried out in
connootion with tho infiltration of surfacc wator into
the sowers, ond following the roceipt of further
eonplaints rolative to the flooding of tho housc drains
of cortain promiscs in Station Road, o Sub=Committce
was appointed to deal with the mattor,

It was thought that thc surfaco wator drains in
the Bellhurst ond Langham Road arca wore discharging
into the Council's foul sower, but oxtonsive tests
rovealed that this was not theo case. Aeving climinated
this possibility, furtholr investigations werc undertalen
with & viow to asccrtaining whothor ony considerable
volume of roof water was goining accoss to the SoWcT.

Whon this motter was undor consideration in 1943,
1% was docidod by the Publie Moulth Commlttoo that no
action be taken uxcopt that of raising "fonder walls"
in tho flood areas only, and the provision of & storm
watar ovorflow near tho Ostrich Hotol. Somo 42
proportios above flood level woro then dnovm to he dis=
charging surfoce water and/or roof water into tho house
drains. Tn the majority of cuses no offective stops
had boen taken to discontinue this practicc. In one
instonce, it was found thet os much os 2,000 gallons
of roof wator could quite casily bo dischorged into the
Council's sower during the coursc of 24 hours, Cascs
such as this could thoreforo rosult in 30,000 to
40,000 gallons of rain watck gaining scccss to tho
geveors within 24 hours, with & consequent increase in
the load st thoe Pumping Stotlon.

It had beon contended in the past, that most
of tho troublec originatod from the clder sowers in the
Brimitling Road orea, but it is gquitc clear that a
considerable guantity of watcr cmcnates from othor
parts of the villoge.

Undoubtedly a considerablce zmount of storm wator
diversion will have.to be undertalen to provont re=-
eurronces of this most objectionmable nuisance during
times of very heavy rainfall.

With a view to sboting the nuisance at cortain
property in Station lload, two scrow dovn inspection
chamber covers were fixed at the Council's oxponso,
gince whon no further complaints have boon received.
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