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munity is derived therefrom, but it is one of those things which
has the effect of pleasing the eye. Should a house gully become
blocked it is the duty of the tenant to remedy the condition, which
can usually be done at once by using a stick or coal-rake. If this
is unsuccessful a complaint to the Sanitary Department would
- result in the matter being promptly dealt with. I have often re-
ferred to these house gullies and am satisfied here is another
opportunity for financial economy without in any way profiting af
the expense of the health of the people.

INSPECTIONS OF PLACES WHERE FOOD IS PREPARED
numbered 755. The Corporation obtained special powers in the
Batley Corporation Act, 1921, for regulating such premises. ICE
CREAM.—55 persons are registered and 169 inspections were
made. FISH FRYING.—There are 57 persons on the register. In
some instances there is no drainage connected to the buildings, the
washings being thrown into the street or elsewhere. This has
been previously referred to by me in past years and should be
etopped. There were 429 visits of inspection. An application was
made by the trade organisation in 1921 for the adoption of certain
sections of the Public Health Acts Amendment Aect, 1907, under
which bye-laws for the better regulation of these premises could be
obtained and put into force as recommended by the Medical Offi-
cer for a number of years. The Health Committee considered the
matter, but no action was taken. OFFENSIVE TRADES.—There
are four, all tripe boiling, and three of these fat rendering also.
Seventeen inspections were made. Attention is again drawn to
the desirability of the adoption of bye-laws respecting offensive
trades. BAEKEHOUSES.—There are 32 on the register. The con-
ditions are only moderate, it being difficult to obtain more fre-
quent and thorough ecleansing. 114 inspections were made.
MANUFACTURE OF POTTED MEATS, BRAWN, SAUSAGES,
ete.—43 visits of inspection were made. The conditions can be
improved under the provisions of the Batley Aet, 1921. RES-
TAURANTS.—12 inspections were made. COMMON LODGING-
HOUSES.—There are three, two for men only and one for both
sexes. The general condition is fair. There were 10 inspections.
SLATGHTER-HOUSES.—Structurally and in relation to adjoining
dwelling-houses, the conditions are not good. The numbers are :—

In Jan., In Deec.,

1014, 1920, 1923,
[Baminberad. ... .. oo we o 9P 7 6
Licensed o e e None. o

They are kept in as cleanly condition as circumstances permit.
The inspections numbered 221.
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Findings of Medical Inspection,

SUMMARY OF CONDITIONS FOUND AT ROUTINE
EXAMINATIONS,
EXCLUDING DEFECTIVE TEETH.

Free from classified defects.

Found suffering from one or more
classified defects.

Averages 1908-12 40 2%
o 1913-17 40.8%
o 1918-22 44.8%
LRy .. S 20 1%

Averages 1908-12 59.7%
s 1913-17 99.0%
5 1918-22 55.1%
1923 S fiE 59.9%

If verminous conditions are also deducted
the figures are:—

Free from classified defecis.

Fouud suffering from one or more
elassified defocts.

Averages 1908-12 77 6%
& 1913-17 i4.3%
o 1918-22 51.5%
1923 43.0%

—_ e - = e

Averages 1908-12 22.3%
. 1013-17 4529
= 1918-22 48.3%
1923 56.9%

As a comparison the figures for elementary scholars in the area
of the West Riding of Yorkshire County Council may be taken
from which it appears that in such area of the County the School
Medical Inspectors found rather more than 54 per cent. of scholars
to be suffering from defects during the year 1923.



COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS YEARS.

50

Percentage of Children found with Defects at Routine
Examinations Excluding Defective Teeth.

SCHOOL. 1908-12 1913-17 1918-22 1923
Infants’ Department.
Parish Church H7.88 45.56 35.16 85.2
Brownhill 59.85 53.24 40.01 57.1
Carlinghow ... 60.62 46.06 31.96 28.6
Field Lane ... H4.86 4661 36.5 41.4
Healey 52.34 4218 37.22 60.8
Park Road 63.14 58.32 43.2 55.5
Purlwell 38.64 39.24 35.76 53.08
St. Mary's 70.5 69.34 45.96 65.8
Staincliffe ... 51.74 48.42 3228 82.1
Warwick Road 58.55 47 44 50.16 60.7
Gregory Street 47.13 48 48 36.9 43.7
Hanging Heaton 74.16 41.44 27.42 58.3
Mill Lane 53.4 42 24 33.04 30.4
Girls’ Department.
Parish Church 53.46 66.66 65 96 525
Brownhill (i6.45 79.0 59.3 55.5
Carlinghow ... 68 47 79.8 75.64 66.2
Healey 46.24 78.84 68.56 50.0
Park Road 69.52 77.88 R0.86 58.2
Purlwell 66.28 79.28 7242 65.5
St. Mary’s 77.76 86.02 82.3 70.9
Staincliffe ... 67.306 65.94 7278 61.5
Warwick Road (5.88 71.1 78.02 73.6
Gregory Street 65.9 63.5 71.0 62.5
Hanging Heaton 58.3 78.9 78.24 64.3
Mill Lane 63.83 81.0 56.3 60.5
Boys' Department,

Parish Church 655.56 50.08 56.72 45.2
Brownhill 43.9 77.04 75.62 72.7
Carlinghow ... 56.52 75.68 f2.9 64.4
Healey 55.92 59.0 62.82 46.9
Park Road 59.44 67.12 71.72 72.6
Purlwell 56.62 68.76 fi6.3 61.3
St. Mary's 76.36 78.08 &4 68 84.7
Staincliffe ... 63.14 o6.76 63.46 42.3
Warwick Road 58.57 73.6 70.04 82.3
Gregory Street 55.15 63.6
Hanging Heaton 63.06 73.48 62.56 H3.3
Mill Lane 61.1 fi8.76 50.1 69.2
Totals ... 55.1 59.08 60.88 59.9
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An examination of the preceding figures is at the outset cal-
culated to give a depressing result, as things appear to be little
better than they have been during the fifteen years school medical
inspection has been customary.

The fact is, however, that many of the defects now met with
are minor in character compared with years past, so that, although
the figures are somewhat disappointing those familiar with the
physical condition and appearance of the scholars, teachers and
members of the school medical staff, are well aware of the very
great improvement all round. On the other hand many children
suffer from defects which should never have arisen had the advice
given the parents by the Health Visitors been followed in infant
life. It also ocecasionally happens that parents refuse to accept
the advice offered at the routine inspections, but this is a de-
creasing occurrence. Over 67 per cent. of parents were present
at the examinations in 1923, which is a high figure if comparisons
are made with other areas. It is regrettable that the parents
of sixty scholars had to be threatened with prosecution by the
Edueation Committee for negleeting or refusing to obtain the
necessary treatment for their children’s defective sight, but all
complied without being actually taken before the magistrates, al-
though in some cases it took several months to get them to do so. It
seems incredible that these conditions exist when all facilities are
provided by the Education Committee at no cost to the parents,
even spectacles being purchased by the Committee if poverty
13 a hindrance. [ suppose ignorance is the real cause of the diffi-
culties raised by parents in such cases.

The figures for malnutrition are better in 1923.  Only 160 chil-
dren, or 10.2 per cent, were found to bhe suffering from the
condition, against 14.6 and 21.7 in 1922 and 1921 respectively,
but it must not be forgotten that ten per cent. of school children
under-nourished is a serious state of affairs. The cause is not
poverty—there are a few exceptions, of course—nor insuflicient
food, the real reason being unsuitable food and lack of parental
control, combined with ignorance on the part of parents of the
value of foodstuffs, which has no relation to the cost of the article.
Much work has been done, as previously, in the Welfare Centres
and the homes of the scholars by the nurses in demonstrating
to mothers the relative values of articles of diet.














































































