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It is estimated that there are about 2,000 houses which
ecome under Section 17, Sub-section 1 of the Act, i.e., have
a rental of £16 per annum or less. These are gradually
being inspected and details of their condition being noted
on forms provided for that purpose. Up to this date 161
have been examined. Defects requiring repairing and lime-
washing were carried out in 57 cottages, 3 cottages have
been compulsory closed, and two more are under statutory
notice to be repaired or closed. There have been 6 new
houses built. When the whole District has been completed
I shall have in my possession the exact details of every
cottage in this Rural Distriet with its number of occupants
and' all possible information about it. This will be of
immense value, and will go a long way on the road towards
improving and increasing the houses of the rural population.
It is a long and tedious work, but I feel sure will repay all
the trouble.

A good many of the old cottages are of the usual type
found in the Country Districts generally, being brick floored,
with attic bedrooms open to the lower part of the house.

It has been stated that there is a demand for more
cottages and larger cottages in this Distriet; I have made
numerous enquiries, but it is very hard to get definite
information as to this. Your Council have sent out enquiry
forms as to this point to all the Parish Councils, and up to
the present 16 have replied. Twelve of these say there is
no dearth of cottages; 4 state that there is. The 4 being
Pamber, who say there is a slight deficiency, Mapledurwell,
Preston Candover, and Ellisfield. The position appears to
me that this question is not acute in our District at present,
but will become so later. In the matter of improving the
present houses there is not much difficulty with the big
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