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additional cozt to the dairyman ar cow-keaper, but the satisfactory result of this investigation of the mill
supply eould not but be gratilying and should be a souree of comfont to these who lear infeetion fram tuberele
through drinking raw milk. A practical demonstration of the correetness of this investigation is given by

the ahsence of deaths from abdominal tubereulosis in voung children,

| again wigh to thank the Heslth Commitles lor making this important investigation possible,
The very few deaths from intestinal alfections in yvoung children speaks well for the comparative whaole-
someness of the milk supply. but it must not be forgotten that the sbsence of hiot wenther lnst year was
very much in favour of thiz favourable izsee, beeause it iz in hot weather that the harmlul germs Mowrish
which give rise o * summer diarrhoea ™ among infants, and therelore it is always of the wimost importanee,
more partivlarly in hot weather, to keep milk nat in the living room as is usually done among the working
classes, hut in a cool, well ventilated place, and always 1o sterilize it by bringing it to the boil shortly before

ﬂ'iw':lll il to i:lrauls,

DAIRIES, MILKSHOPS, COWSHEDS.

I can only repeat, rom my visits (o the dairies, milkshops and cowsheds in the Borough, the
ohservaiions of my previouz report,  The dairies with the exception of two, where fault was found with the
condition of the Hoors and walls, are tidy and cleanly kept and the water supply bath hot and cold is in
mosl cases pure and ample, and the utensils and cans appear to be clean and well kept,

It was pleasing to notice that in two or three dairies attention is being paid to the proper straine
ing of ihe milk by the use of the ™ Ulax ™ Strainer ; ingtead of the very primitive and inellicient piece of
muslin, which alicr heing washed onee or iwice allows very large picces of extranecus matter to pass through
ite meshes.  This is an sdvance upon last year where there was ne * Ulax ™ Sirsiners in use at all, and

I trust that by the end of this vear their use will be the rule and not the exception,

There siill seemsa to be some doubt on the part af those whe milk the ecows whether the teais
should always be washed or not—or only if they appear to be dirty. It should be an unalicrable rule of
routine practise 1o well wash the teats of each cow cach time belore milking, ags well as 1o keep the hands
serupulously clean.  Unfortunately, the * Milk and Dairies Bill,” proposed by the late Government, and
which embodied rules and regulations [or the improvement of the milk supply never passed inte law before
digzolution of Parliament ; it iz very much o be hoped ithat whatever party comes inte pawer will find time

ta deal with this important question.

The cowsheds are for from being perfect in every detail.  Abundant light, good ventilation and
proper drainage are the necessary requirements of o good eowshed and without these three cssentinlg,
neither ean the cows be kept healthy in winter, nor can milk be kept elean.  The structure and build of
the sheds in use mosily daie back to a period when anyihing was considered good encugh wherein o keep
eows and fo milk them, and although strustural alierations had 1o be made in accordance with the Aet,

they do not vet provide sullicient light, proper ventilation and drainage as could be desired,

UNSOUND FOOD AND FOOD INSPECTION —SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.
In July ment offercd lor sale in the Market Place was seized by the Sanitory Ollicer as unlit for the

food of man, and was brought 1o me for inapeetion. | had no hesitation in condemning it as unfit for human
consumplion, ns to me il appeared dark in eolour, sticky and oedemalous and gave instructions for it 1o be
taken to a magistrate by whom it was condemned and ordered o be destroyed.  The salesman's ndvocate,
however, successlully upheld the plea that the meat was white, not sticky, not cedemations and [t for the
food of man, and the presiding Magisirate decided against the action taken by your MOUH. and Sanitary
Ingpectar, * Truly inscrutahle are the divine ways of Providence,”




SLAUGHTER HOUSES,

There are 12 slaughter houses on the regisirar.  These are visited weekly on Thursday abicr-
noon, the usual slaughtering day, with occasional visits on other days in the week,  The lnspector has the
certificate of the Royal Sanitary [nstitute, but has no special certificate in meat inspection.  No tuberculous
meat hos been seized during the past vear,  The animals purchased by the buichers in the open market
being of the highest quality are seldom found to be diseased, but when, as sometimes hoppened, an
animal presenting a healthy appearanes when alive is found on slavghtering o be diseaszed, suel carcuse

i remlily surrendered.

Thﬂ' mﬂ-{]ilil‘lll H[ II]I’.‘ H.]ﬂ!l.l{!l“l‘ri!ll{ ]Iml}l!!’-’ rr':|.1:|in5i I]Iﬂ 2me oS rr'||-|!|r!r!|:| |.:|.Ei.‘| yoor. [ﬂﬂ:ll.ll I‘El:ll'ﬂi
that the steaeture in the majority of them, especially in the older ones is fauliy and their eloge proxmity o
dwelling houses is undesirable ; bui, as they are praciically withow excepiion, kept remarkably clean and
free [rom chnoxious smells, they do not in any way come under the heading of o nuisance ; though  might

easily hecome g0 withoul proper care and attention to cleanliness,

In one or two instances it was observed that sheep were kept in the slaughter shed whilst others
were being killed, [ was informed, on remonsteating againgt sehat was considered sueh eallous indiffer-
ence 1o the (ealings of the animals, that * the animala had no auch leclings.”  Whether that be so or not
iz o very dehaiable point, and | venture o think that from 3 humane point of view, it would be nicer 10 give
the animals the benelit aof the doubt and not te bring them inte the slavghtering shed wntil immediately
required [or the purpose.  The same is 10 be stated of the lairs and [asting pens for cottle in connection

wilh the sliughter houses,  Attention to cleanliness was observed in the greater aumber of places visited.

I could not help being impressed after my visits by the foet that, here was an instanee, where an
unecleanly procedure, such as the slaughiering of bullocks, sheen and pigs wasz carried on surrounded by
dwelling houses, but was prevented by cleanliness and eare from bhecoming o source of annoyance, |,
therelore, do nol conzider the ercction of a public shatteir a matter of urgent necessity ;  vel, no douht, at

some fulure date, it will become desirable if oot necessary.

SEWAGE AND DRAINAGE.

Enmuiries having been made by the Loeal Government Board as to what steps had been token for
the conversion of privies into the water eareiage system. [ would eall youe atteation to the [act that the
Public Healths Act Amendment Act, 1907, which ecame into force in Janvary, 1908, haz not yer been
adopted in this Borough.

Parta Ui, IV, and V. of this Acl chielly affects this Borough, as they concern sanitary provisions,
infections dizeazes and lodging houses, and contain important additions to the Public Healths® Act, 1875.
1907.  The adoption of the Amendment Act, 197, is submitied to your Commitice for consideration

during the eoming year.

There are 2,494 water closets, 2 carth closets, 41 pail elosets and 38 prive middens in use in the
Borough, aml when in any way possible, the conversion of privies 1o the water carrisge syslem is

earried out,

It is not possible in thoze cazes, in which the drainage is oo far away to be connceted up as in
Goat Lane, Cranhorne Lane, and the Wharf, where the privy middens in use are more than 1006, away
{rom the sewer - [k wine ot Smllll-lvl!n, I":dlilﬂ!h‘.lul‘l: Road, Sherhorne Road and some paris al w“r:ing',

The deainage system and water supply has naw been carried 1o the fnrllmm.bm:ndarr in Woarting,
enabling the unsaticfsetory condition of the privies and cesspools 1o be done away with.  The sewage and
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drainage iz sullicient in all parts of the district and in good warking order: excremental dizpasal iz by

closet to which water is laid an.

Remaval and disposal of house refuse iz by public seavenger, who collects iwice a week, L.
covered wooden boxes. in which house refuse is colleeted and placed on the side walk are =il in many

instances in use, but zine portable dust bins are now more in general use than last year,
There are a0 puisances remaining unabated.

Complaints have heen received about the evil smelling manure carts which during the day, carey
manure  from  the rai]wn;.r to the Willﬂhi‘.:ill!r Road. These carz sre stated o he a source al

greal annoyance o passers-hy, LY

Mo stream or river is being polluted.

A report was submitted to vour Committee by the M.OH. calling attention to the inahility of the
dust destructor to consume effcctively the greater part of the reluze collected and most of which, the
deatructor heing unable 1o deal with it in the slightest, had to be enllected ina large heap in the lownyard
until removed.  This condition became intolerable in warm weather, for, besides giving rise to o bad smell,
the heap became the breeding-ground for myriads of fics and assisted largely inthe inerease of the plague of

these winged carriers of inlection.

Your Committee at once resalved that an efficient dust destructor be installed in the place of the
old ane and steps have already been taken to carey the resslution into effeet,

The lodging houge haz heen regularly inspeeted and iz kept in a very satislactory condition.

The public and elementary schools are well ventilated and elean, and are in a good sanitary eon-

l'IiI;LIII, Thqr closets ;m:l wrinals are elean and well Mushed with water.

CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS.

It was eonsidered advizsable aflier consulintion with the County Medical Officer, Dr. Lyster, ta
close the Elementary Schoaols on four oceasions.  The infants department Fairfields County School was
closed on May Jed to 186ih on account of epidemic of measles. This closure was lollowed by that of Brook
Street School, 1D, on account of measles and chickenpox, olso on Moy Bth-24th; St John's
School, LD., was closed for the same reasons from May 11.25.  This department of St John's
School was again closed [or o short period for the purpoze of disinfection, Irom June 23.27. 1 helieve this

fimely closure prevested a serious outbresk of diphtherin amongst the infants,

On June Sih, a case of laucial diphtheria was notilied in a child aged 5 vears, who sttended St John's
Schoals Infants’ Department. On this notification fallowed further cases on June 15th, 215t and 25th, all sccur-
ring in the same department of the same school, g0 that, ohviously, the infection was being spread there, It
was, therefore, decided to close the infants department from Friday till Monday for the purpose of thoraughly
disinfecting the rooms, forma and everything that could possibly have been handled or used by the infants,
Asg the carrving out of thiz meazure effectively would entail the destruction of many articles used for the
purpose of instruction, such as wool, plasticinal, pencils and such like, permizsion was readily obtained from
the School Authoritics to destroy everything that could not possibly be sterilised by heat or antiseptics,

The method pursued, in whal is not an easy matter, was the following :—

The school books, copy boaks, charis and stationery were hung on lines, spread on forms, opened
and e:lq:u“ﬂ for 24 hours to the fumes of sulphur and formalin ; the pencils, lﬂlﬂk‘-iﬂﬂ. pointers, clc., were
sonked in a 1.200 solution of Cyllin for 12 hours, which though not improving their appearance, at least,




rendered them sterile.  The walls were sprayed with cyllin, and the flocrs, benches and lorms thoroughly
serubbed with a 1-300 zolution of cvllin @ the estimated cost ineluding the price of chemicals used and
articles destroyed, amounted 1o about £2.

Cln the morning of the re-opening of the Schonl and the sueceeding § davs, the children were
inspected and the throats and noses of any children having the appearance of heing ill or ailing were eare-
fu"y examined, swaha were ;::llwn fram the throats of any doubtlul anes and any child showing the slightest
gigng of gore lheoat or nasal eaiareh was seni home with instructions to the parents to keep the child

izolated and away for a week from Sehool,

The Assistant County M.O. of the West Riding of Yorkshire, began his report on the control
ol diphtherin in schools, by stating s “ Theee s linle douht that intercourse at school s an imporiant
factor in the spread of diphtheria, A child may become infected at sehool and carey the infection to other
members of the family, ete)’ | think that one may justfiahly assume that by these siringen! measures of

diginfection a possible outhrenk of diphtherin wos averted,

It would have Leen almost impossible to have earried out these measures without the assistance and
eaeaperation of the heal mistress in particulse. and the teachers, who ohly assisted in the sreangements for
disinfection of the school appliances and entered inte the investigation of the children with intelligence

and zeal.

The spread of infection in schools, ol diphtheria, scaclet fever and whooping congh could greatly
he kept under by moking the infants oceupy alwoys the same seats and have their own particolar peneils,
ete, kept in separate hoxes : by these moans the promiscuous passing on of chewed pencils, ete., [rom one
child to another would be [I-T['-l'l'rlll."l.l. The same precautions could alse be ﬂniltiﬂi io the hooks. Ln-
doubtedly, the common drinking cup iz a source wherehy infoction is sometimes spread. The practice of
dry-sweeping the lloors aller school hours, common, | helieve, in most il not all the schoals, is to he
condemned,  The result of such sweeping iz a thick clowd of dust, which desposits on the forms and desks,

to be again disturbed into the stmosphere on the children trooping inta 'I'E sehool on the Fallowing marning.

The sprinkling of wot zawduzt or some other damp material would obviate this insanitary practice,

though giving little extra frouhle,
METHOD OF DEALING WITH INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Any ease of nofilinhle disease is removed, at the request of the medieal atiendant or parent 1w an
isalation hospital, distant one mile and 2 hall from the town.  Flospital accommondation iz stated o be
ample.  Disinfection by the Sanitary Ingpector is carried out as soon as possible afier removal of the
patient to the hospital. or after convalescence of any patient nursed at home, Contrary to my ealeulations,
gearlet fever was not marckedly epidemic this year, although there were 18 cases notified @ this number
compares favourably with that of last year when there were 35, Whether the climatic conditions obioining
thiz year were unzuitable for the spread of the disease, it iz difficult to state, as it is vel not knewn what
circumatances influenee the rize or [all in the number of cases, [nstead, however, of searlet fever, we were
visited by epidemics of measles, chicken-pox and wheoping cough.  As stated previously measles and
chickenspox were prevalent amongst the younger children, whilst it would, prabably, be impossible to find
a child in the town under siv years of age, who las not had either recently or previously an  atack

of whooping-cough,
Eleven cases of diphtheria oceurred of which two proved fatal.
METHODS OF CONTROL OF TUBERCULOSIS.

Your Commitiee decided in the carly part of the year to iniréduce the system of voluntary



—r

notifieation of cases of pthisis pulmonalis (consumption of lung) aé the usnal notification fee of 2/6. 5
It was hoped by the introduction of this measure to learmn, approximately, the nnmber of consumptives g
in the towm and their domieile, 80 that by means of instroetion and edueation of the pationt whera !
required, and by disinfection where necessary, the disease conld be prevented from spreading from the

affected to other members of the lamily or community.

1 regretto have to state that here, as in some other places whore voluntary notifieation has
been tried, it has not proved suceessful ; the majority of cases hiave not bean notified. T am eonvinead
that it must be due to an oversight or to forgetiulness, that all medical practitioners have nob availed :
themselves of the opportunity or shown themselves more willing to assist in, what is now recognised as 1
an important mensure, in eombeting foberenlosis, and I yenture to suggest thot it woulid be of ssvvies ta 3
again inform them of the introduction of voluntary notifieation of phihises ab the usnal mt.iﬁmijm:_l_-,
fea. I am convineed thab very shorlly consumption will be included in the list of compulsory notifi-
able dizeases.

Therse were 14 deaths from consumption Lhis vear, which means that out of every lﬂiwu_r
oceurring in Dasingstoke, oue is due toit.  There ave, probably, to make o rough but moderate
mate, 70 people suffering [rom consumption, in a move or less severe fovm, is this towe, -

two sad hut striking proofs Lhat the dissase will rapidly attack otbher members of a family if
precautions ave not taken to prevent it doing so. [ should like again to emplasize in :
year's report the not appreciated fact, that consumption is catching like any other infections diseass,
that defective environment is everything in the acquivement of the disease, that herveditary W -I. o
mny be but & predisposing canse, but not by any means o necessary elemenk that, by taking w@m
preesutions the disease can be prevented from spreading, thab if they are not taken another m
of the family will beeomes infected sooner or later, that the few rules to he obssrved are neither iﬂ:ﬂ
gome nor disagreeable either to patient or parent.

I beg to offer the following suggestions which I consider would be of use in combating nﬂ:% 4
supprassing consnmption (—

Voluntary notification of all cases antil snch time as made compulsory.
The nedertaking of bastericlogical examination of sputum free of eharge in doubtful enses,
The immedizte notification of deaths from consumption by the vegistrar to the M0,

The appointment of lady vizitors to visit and instroet the parents and edveate the p
g0 that e doss not hegome a soures of infeetion to others.

5. The eonversion of a part of the Isolation Hospital into s Sanitoriam for the treatment ,ﬂ‘
early and snitable cases.

6. The providing of bills, leaflets, ete., and enamelled iron plates to instruct and to mﬁm
againsk spitting in publie places, ete.

e Eae ek

KROTIFICATION OF BIRTHS ACT.

At the request of the Health Committes, an interview was sought with the County Medieal
Officer, Dr. Lyster, for the purpose of diseuzsing with bim the advantages to be gained by the ld!ﬂi
tion of the above Act in this Bovough. A veport wus thon laid belove your Commitbeo llnﬁhuiﬂnt"
chiel points of the Act, their suitability and relation to present conditions which obtain hﬂ:l..
Committee after due deliberation on the report of the M.O.IL decided that the present mﬂm .
not warrant the introduction of the Act. h
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