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Housing of

radinagse.

the parish ana the water is not everywhsre plentiful, AL
Lawrence Westcn and Brentry the natural supply is meagre
and on the flats near the Severn, water is very scarce, the
pumping from the Severn Tunnel having affected the springs
cn this zide of the River as well as on the Meonmouthshire
aida = gec that where drcinaze is the most difficult, there

the water supply is mest deffcient.

the Working Classes. In years peat we have had much
to de in abolizhing houses unfit for human hobitation znd
improving thouse so dilapidatecd az to be injuricus teo hoalth
but this year there has been lass occosien te interfere ond
I have not many times had my attention called to faults of

this nature.

The dreinage of Henbury apeaking geacrally is tie
Cags Pit System - the common system throughcut the parish
but there are several nctable excepticns - thus the pria-
cipal hougsezs in the Village turn their sewage inte old stene
gonts which eventually reach the streamn, At Hallen
which is situated on the Marsh not many fset above the lavel
ef tha Severn - scme Years ago vour Autheority established
a aystem of dry earth or ash clogets in consequence gf the
impossibpility of digging Cess Plts which did not fill
spontaneocusly with water, Again T may soy that I have
net had any sericus complaints or become aware of any sericus

cause of complaint during the year,

Hotification. Only cues cése of Scarlatina has been netiried

auring the year and ne other cwsge of any of the more seripus
infecticus diseases.
In Octecber a seriouns alarm arose from a young

farmer at Lawrence Weston - & Milk seller - having developed
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Drainage. The natural drainage of the surface ias towarda
Stoke Drook, a large water course running through the
Parish, bescoming Bradlesy Brook when it reachaes Winterbourna
and eventually forming a large tributary to the River Froms
at Haubrook. The house drainage is chiefly ilito Cess
Pits and as ths centres of population are not near the
course cof the Brook there is at present littls danger of
the water becomineg contaminatad. I hava had no com-

plaints of nuisance from Stoke this year.

Hotifications. One casue of Divhtharia has basn notifisd Trom
the parish and one case of Scarlatina but the health of

Stoke Gifford has been through the year unmistakeably

good.
WESTBURY is the most populous and altogether the most important
parish in the Union. It has an area of 2,004 acres with

an estimated population of 4,774 inhabitants and its
rateable valus is £38,314. It stands chiefly on the
lims stone but soms portion of its subsoill is old rad sand
stons. The natural drainage is towards the Ziver Trym
which runs through the centis of the old village. It
iz the seat of asveral larges laundriss which were vizited
and reported upon by your Inspector and mysell when they
cana under the provisions of tha Factoriass and Workshons'
Act, 1B95. They are situated all togethesr at Southmead
and smpleoy a large numbasr of fewnls handa, their work
comning from Cliften and Bristol.

Building is advahcing rapidly sapacially in the
neighbourhood of Durdham Down more particularly so since
the boundaries of the City of Bristol have LDeen purpansntly
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howsever much it may have auswered ita purposs when
fipst esstablished is ackuowledged now to be a fallure ald
at times a nuisance, tha scil having become supsr-saturatad
ith sewage solids and having no further eapacity of

.abgorptian. On ths 4th August a Local Goverumsnt Board
enquiry was held by C.Roulnois Esq. to counsider the last
naw plan propoasd for the disposal of the Sewage which has
hitherto passed on to the Sewage Farm. The Local
Government Board has been loath to consent to the condemna-
tion of an institution which it sanctioned some 20 years
ago and had refused its approval of any of the alternatives
hitherto proposeéd in its place. On the Ird Nevembezr 1897
an snguiry had bwen held by Inspector Meade-King in reference
to 2 proposed plan of taking the Sewagses to Sea iiills and
discharging it into the River Avoin by the same oullet as the
existing sewer from Stoks Dishop and Sneyd Yarl: - this was
strongly oprposed by Briastel on the ground that pasaiig crude
sewage into the Avon would dangerously pollute that river
and constitute a new nuisaucs, Bristol was obliged to
acknowledge that it passed the whele of its owh sawsge of
800,000 inhabitants in a cruds state intoe ths aons rivar
higher up in ite courss and conssquently in a pors ohjsction-
able part but contended that this would soon bs remedied,the
whole taken out of the river and ecarrisd out to ssa, and
that under theae circunatances Westbhury ought not to be
allewad to start a new pellutien of the river.

The declsion of the Local Governnent Doard was
announced in a letter dated March 5th 1898 in which the

L.G.3. referring to Inspector Mesads-Eing's report declinsd
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tc sanction the conveyance of crude sewage into the river
at all states of the tide and required that if its sanction
was gliven to the abelition of the Sewage Farm all the sewage
taken to Sea Wills should before being discharged into the
river be chemically treated and purifisd eof its solids,

The clarified affluent being discnarged into the river only
cn the ebb tide and not later than an hour anu & half before
low water, the L.G.B. further required tiat sufficient land
should be secured at Sea Mills in & suitéble situation to
erect precipitation tanks and storage tanks of capacity
gufficient te store the sewage during the time it was not
allowad tec pass inte the river.

The plans submittad on the 4th of Avgust embodied
thase views of the L,.G.E. and practically nc cipposition
wag reised so tiat we may lcok forward at no distant pericd
te the Canford Farm being no lenger a Sewage Farn and the
nuisafce arising therefrom no lenger being an inecubus upon
the Village of Wesibury.

The L.G.Boarda very wisely reguire that the land
at Canf'ord shall not be used as a site fcr Bullding under
three years from the time it ceases to be & Sewapge arm,
gduring waich time it shall agzin be desp drained and the

sfirface theorcughly broken up cnd deeply ploughed,

Notifications, Five casaes of Scarlatina have been registerad
during the year which is a great improvemeni on the past
few years, also four cases of Erysipelas.

Complaint was made to me in August that many
children at Steke Bighop had measlas and that ue propar

care was taken to prevent their spreading it. I could
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only reply that since the notification of leasles had been
abolished I had no means of knowiug of its existence and
without knowing of its existence could not take steps to

prevent its dissemination.

WINTERBOURNE has an area of 3,030 acres. It is the asscond largest
narish in the Union. It also stands second in numoser,
having an sstimated population of 3,740 but its rateable
valns £11,290 is tiizd. Veathury being first, Heuhury
gsecond, and Winterbourne third.

Although an Agricultural narish the cccupation of
its labourera is by oo means confined to husbandry. Stoue
quarrying and Coal mining employ many of its hands while a
loyypes Lumber of ite men ares daily engaged fu Bristol. Thara
are 2 few large Dairy Farms but the land is moatl; in
+tillagu.

Iaundry work ia sxtensively caryied oua in private
housses and there is one large laundry employing maly fenales
hands.

Tailoring alop work is also an extensive industry
a:d there is ous Factory connscted with Jristol which
utilizes many feapales.

Winterbourne is chiefly situated over the Peunnant
Cozal Measures - one part of Hambrook being on the neaw rad
sand stone - tho scil is consequently light and porons - the
gurfzce belilg uwndnlating, varying from 250 feet to zcbout
100 ft. above tha sea leval. It ia well drainsed by the

River Frome and its tributariss.

Water Supnly. It ie well provided with water hy the West
Flonesater Water Company which now surnlies nearly every

house in the parish,
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Housing of the Working Classes. The character and condition

Drafnape,

o’ the Cottages in Winterbourne have greatly improved of
late years where formerly they were small, badly construct-
ad and ill cared for - they are now fairly comuodious and
in good repair, The population gathers at several
cantres at which the house accommodation varies conaider-
ably. Fraenchay contains a nuimbel of large residsincas
but the cottage accommodation is bad, the houass baing
snall and inconvenient, In Hanbreok and rie Corier
the cottages ars mores plentiful and Setter kept,
Winterboursna Strseset has good working class accounodation
whnile at Wallaya End and Winterbourne Dowh there are a
number of small badly constructed and inconvenient dwellings.
I havae had during the year to report & houases at Wallays
End and Winterourne Down as overcrowded or unfit for
hum=ls habitation and this has not besen in conaequsncs of
the advent of stralgers. The coumesncemnsut of the Lew
Tailway from Patchway to Weotton Dasseit which runs through
the centre of the parish has introduced a large temporary
addition to ites working population, but we hove not ao far
had much cause to complain of overcrowding on this account.
In the sarly mart of the year the Darton Fegls and Sodlazy
Tural District Council held aseverzal mestiliga and drew up a
eode of itistruction to he obasrved in building navvies huts
which have proved e&fTicacious in preveutding any uwuisance and

overcrowdilg has neot come sericuszly to my notics.

Tha draivage of Winterbourne is poor. Sone housus
have &fficlent cesas pools but many have little setter than

holes in the growvnd in consequence of the vermant stons bsiug






s¢ near the surfaca, Frenchay 1s especially badly
off in this respect as the houses rise one above anocther on
the side of a steep hill. Winterbourne Down is in the
same predicament, but as Company’s water is now universzsally
supplied, the danger of well water contamination is absent,
The River Frome and its tributaries Bradley Brook and
‘Ham Brook are fairly fres fronm pollutien, and az the
Cottages have mostly a gocu surrcunding of Garden grouud,
thore seens nc need of further provision for the dispesal

of excrement than at present axzists,

Notification, Five cases of Scarlatina have been notified during
the year - Tour of Erysipelas and two of Tyrhoid Fever, but
in no ecase has there been evidence of special insanitary

causa,

Vital Statistiecs. Upen the whole, the ysar 1298 mey be regarded as
having bean & hsalthy season in tais districet; the sscond
quarter of the year was excapticnally healthy - the death
rate being as low as §.5 per 1000 per anhum, and ne death
from Zynotic disease Leing registered. Turough the
Year there was noe epidemic anywhera cf eitaer of the
notifiable Inleclicus diseases. lieasles was sald to be
prevalent at varicus places but as this is ne longer a
notiriable disease, I am unable to say to what extent it
Prevalled, The Death Register which is my cnly correct
means of informaticn recorded 4 deaths attributed to it and
these are the only deathz from Zymotics reégistered if we
axclude the very uncertain diseases registered under the

head of Infantile Diarrhoea.
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Births, The Sirths number 332. Males 184. Memalea 143,
The averape of the three preceding years being 318.
532 births is a rate of increase of 28.1 per 1000 of the

population.

Dueatha, The numbar of deaths reglstersd i1s 153 or a rate
of decraase of 11,5 per 1000 of the population, - +the
mean increase therefore being in round numbers 17 poer 1000,
It is worth noticing iu thia comnection that the ponula-
tion doea not increase in this dlstrict in this rate - and
must therefores emigrate elsewheres, Drobably to thae adjacent,
great City of Bristol. The average mather of deaths in
tha three preceding years was 170 so that this ysar atands
ontt. favoravlsy, In the sacond auarter the death rate
was remarkably low, heing only €6.6. par 1000 por ancaum, and
this reduces the aveprage of the whole year - for in the first
quarter the rats was 15.4 : 1iu the third quartsi 14,72 aud
in the fourth quarter 10.5.
Deaths of
Infants The number of deaths of children under 1 year of
gng::r. apge ia 44 - o mortality of 132.5 per 1000 registered births,
the avarage of the thres preceding years belng 372. Thus
in 1895 the deaths wers 57, or a rate of 162.3 ner 1000 r
rugistersd bditha - in 1B9G, 57 or a rata of 199.3 ner
1000 births, and in 1897, 42 or 132.4 per 1000 births, the

same exactly as in the year just pasaed,.

014 Age. The deaths from 0ld Age nunber 28, the average ol

tha thres preceding years baing S50.

Institutions. There wers & deaths in the Workhouss and in
Hambhrook Village Hospital - wviz., 1 in the Hospital and 5 in

-15..












