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BARROW-UPON-SOAR RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

REPORT

ON THE HEALTH AND SANITARY CONDITION OF THE
BARROW-UPON-SOAR RURAL DISTRICT

YEAR ENDED 315T DECEMBER, 1947

To the Chairman and Members of the Barrow-upon-Soar Rural
District Council.

PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF

1. MEebpicaL OFFICER OF HEALTH

I. B. Lawrence, B.Sc., M.B., D.P.H.,
133 Loughborough Road, Leicester.

2. SANITARY INSPECTORS

*Senior—W. Donovan, A.R.San.l.,, M.S.1.A., B.Sc. (Inter.),
133 Loughborough Road, Leicester.

*E. Barnes, A.R.San.l., M.S.1L.A.,
133 Loughborough Road, Leicester.  (Resigned October, 1947).

A. J. Blaylock, A.R.San.l., M.S.L.A.,
133 Loughborough Road, Leicester.

3. PUPIL SANITARY INSPECTOR
C. L. Hunt.

4. CLERICAL

Miss M. J. Neale.
Miss M. L. Wykes.

5. PuUBLIC VACCINATORS

Dr. T. M. Gibson, Mountsorrel. Mountsorrel.
Dr. J. S. Gray, Sileby. Sileby.
Dr. A. M. Maclntosh, Syston. Syston.

6. VaccinaTiON OFFICER
J. H. Heaviside, Syston.

Al Sanitary Inspectors marked thus * hold the Certificate for the
inspection of meat and other foods.






GENERAL STATISTICS
Figures for 1946 are shown in brackets.
Area—54,804 acres.

Resident population .. : 43,790 (42,530)
No. of houses inhabited at the end c-f 1947 13,282 (13,227)
Rateable value .. g2 : S £223,961 (£220,720)
Sum represented by pcnny ratc e e £875 (£875)
VITAL STATISTICS
Population—Census, 1931 o o 2 = s 30,862
Population—National Reg:stratmn jg%0 .. bt 55 41,599
Population—Estimated (for Birth and Death Rates, l94?} s i 43,790
Comparability factor not available.
BIRTHS Males Females Total (1946)
Legitimate .. i b fa 484 420 904 (813)
Illegitimate .. =3 {72 S 24 23 47 (48)
Total .. s e o 508 443 951 (861)
StiLL BirTHS
Legitimate .. ke o i 13 10 23 (19)
Illegitimate .. %5 e X - 2 > (-)
Total .. e fir s 13 12 25 (19)
DEATHS
All causes and ages y 240 244 484 (421)
DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ! an.n
Legitimate .. B s . 16 12 28 (21)
Illegitimate .. o 0 33 1 — 1 (1)
Total .. . i ‘s 17 12 29 (22)
Birth rate .. 4 G s S 21.7 (20.2)
Birth rate for Eng[and and Wales o B s - 20.5 (19.1)
Crude death rate .. A > at e 11.0 (9.9)
Death rate for England and Wales 12.0 (11.5)
Infant mortality rate Fer 1,000 births .. 5 i i 30.4 (23.2)
Infant mortality rate for England and Wales .. i s 41.0 (43.0)

STATISTICS—BIRTH RATE, DEATH RATE AND INFANT MORTALITY RATE

The number of births has again broken records, 951 compared with
861 for 1946, and 756 for 1945, giving a birth rate of 21.7 compared with
20.5 for England and Wales.

The death rate has unfortunately risen quite considerably to 11.0,
the actual numbers being 484 compared with 421 in 1946.

The infant mortality rate has also increased from 23.2 to 30.4, but
still compares favourably with 41.0 for England and Wales. This
increase is to be deprecated as the infant mortality rate has previously
been falling rapidly since 1944, and this rise is an indication that the
health of the district was not too good last year.

In the table of deaths from all causes the following should be noted.
The number of deaths from cancer rose again to 76 after its fall last
year to 60, and of these cases cancer of the breast showed the most marked
rise.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE
The following table summarises the notifications of infectious disease
(excluding tuberculosis) made during the year:—

ToraL Cases NOTIFIED Cases

AGE PERIODS admitted Total
DISEASE 0= 1- 3 5 10-15-25-45-65 AU. Total to deaths
B hospital
Scarletfever.. — 5 T 16 11 &6 1 = = = 46 40 =
Whooping
D PR 54 4 - 1 - - 3 18 1 I
Measles .. 36181 266 374 17 19 8 - - 3 904 i 2
Enem:dnnia e 3 - =14 - 14 - f 3 - 42 - 17
Saile g L L - 2 - S 6 6 -
Mcningit]is e = = = 2 = ] = 1 6 6 1
Pyrexia .. = = = = = = = = = 3 3 3 -
Diphtheria .. - - - = = 2 - - - 2 2 -
Infantile
Paralysis .. - - - 1 1 1 1 - - - 4 4 -
Dysentery .. 3 - - 5§ - 6 - 1 - 4 19 19 -
Paratyphoid.. - - - - - 1 - - = - 1 1 -
Food
poisoning.. - - | 1 1 -

e A:LL T:Ieno-tes ;uge ;Jnk;uwm

1947 has not been such a good year from the point of view of
infectious disease.

It will be observed that the incidence of measles and whooping cough
was high—the former being a continuation of the epidemic of the
previous year. Two deaths were recorded from complications out of 904
cases of measles. One death occurred in 162 cases of whooping cough.
Three deaths occurred from diarrhcea in infants; which is another
pointer to the diminished health in 1947.

The following table shows the incidence of the chief infectious diseases
from 1939 to 1947 :—

1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947
eSS C. D, C.D. C.D. CD. CD. CD. C.D. C.D.

Scarletfever.. 40 1 94 - 141 1124 - 195 - 154 - 77 - 42 - 46 -

Whooping

cough s AR - 205 - 54 220 — 118 198 =174 1 162 1}
Measles el - 531 1282 - 528 2 B85 - 702 -2]8 —-904 2
Pneumonia .. 41 17 8519 58 — 38 - 6713 5513 6918 8212 42 17
Dysentery .. - - —_— == e e e o 2 o ] = 23 - 19 -
Meningitis .. - - = w3 5 X F 4 F o= R = F = G ]
Erysipelas .. 16 - 20 - 15 - 13 - 12 - 21 -1 - 17 - 6 -
Puerperal

Pyrexia .. - - 2 = 4 = 61 8§ - 5 2 10 - 4 - 3 -
Diphtheria .. 68 6 65 6 56 2 76 2 25 - 7 = 8 = 3 = 2 -
Infantile

Paralysis .. 3 - - = = = ] = = = == == = o= -
Typhoid e = = = e e e S e T | [

C=(ases. D =Deaths.

The chief points of note are the low death rates in the following
diseases :—

1. Scarlet fever, 2 deaths in 904 cases.

2. Measles, 5 deaths in 4,384 cases.

3. Pneumonia, the diminishing deaths from pneumonia except for 1947.

3



One of the main factors in these cases may be the effect of the new
drug discoveries—Sulphonamides and Penicillin which prevented any
complications developing.

Diphtheria again shows graphically the effect of immunisation.

The epidemic of infantile paralysis after its unusual early commence-
ment spread over the whole country, fortunately we were only slightly
affected, six cases being notified and four confirmed. Previously it was
believed that the spread was from the discharges from the nose and mouth
of cases and carriers, but now excreta and food also are known to be
other methods of infection. No deaths occurred in the four cases. One
case is worthy of mention—a woman developed the disease three weeks
before she gave birth to her baby—the confinement was normal and the
baby perfectly fit.

TUBERCULOSIS

During 1947 the following cases and deaths from tuberculosis were
notified :—

NEW (CASES DEATHS

AGE PErioDs Respiratory Non-respiratory Respiratory Non-respiratory
M. F. M. F M. F. M. F.
0 - - - - = = = .
- - - e = LA == ol
= - - | 2 - ~ = =
10— 1 - - 2 - = = 1
15- Z 6 - 1 1 2 = i
25- 4 11 - - - 5 = =
35- 6 6 - - 2 1 £ %
45— o | - - 1 1 - 1
35- 1 2 - - 1 3 Nk i
65- .. P - - - - 1 = = =
Age unkonown - ~ - - = - = -
Total 16 26 2 5 6 12 - )

In 1947 there has been a slight increase in the number of notifications
of tuberculosis affecting the lungs, 42 compared with 35 last year, but
there has been a decided decrease in the cases of tuberculosis not affecting
the lungs, 7 compared with 14 last year. The number of deaths due to
all kinds of tuberculosis was 22, two more than in 1946—16 from
tuberculosis of the lungs and 6 from other forms of tuberculosis.

No doubt the chief factors accounting for the increase of new cases
are insufficient accommodation resulting in overcrowding, forced
continued use of houses unfit for habitation, the shortage of food and
worry—this latter cause is one which cannot be minimised as anyone
will endorse who has anything to do with the allocation of houses.

As previously stated the Council in their housing scheme have allowed
the Medical Officer to give points on “‘medical grounds” and so cases
of tuberculosis do get priority in the allocation of new houses. This
policy will, I am sure, bear fruit in the years to come and will help to
bring about a decrease of tuberculosis in the district.
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IMMUNISATION
The figures for the year were as follows:—

Under 5 years of age .. i o = ax S o e 642
Between 5 and 15 years s 71 2 8. oy oF e 21
“Booster™” dose .. it it £a -, & e mit et s 500

The number of children under 5 years who were immunised was over
one hundred less than last year—this is much to be regretted especially
as our figures in the past have been so good and what is more important
the number of cases of diphtheria have fallen accordingly. The chief
cause of the diminished immunisation was the combination of the
measles epidemic and the very severe winter so the children could not
attend for inoculation.

The response to the “Booster” dose has been very satisfactory and
509 children were reimmunised either prior to entering school or very
soon afterwards—this extra dose should help to protect them through
their school life. This figure compares favourably with 350 for 1946,

I would again strongly urge parents to have their children completely
immunised—I stress completely because occasionally children are not
brought for the second dose which is essential for full immunisation.

INFESTATION

Seven houses were found to be infested with bed bugs and these
were disinfested with two treatments of D.D.T. solution which proved
successful.

A preventative treatment of D.D.T. solution is still being given to
all new council houses before occupation.

WATER SUPPLIES

The public wells supplies were again sampled regularly throughout
the year and again no supply was free from contamination. The results
were as follows:—

Parish Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
BEepy .. e B s 5 5 5 5 5 c C c C 5
WYMESWOLD
London Rd. .. s 5 5 5 5 5 c C C 5 d c
Stockwell 5 5 5 5 5 d c C C C d C
BurtOoN/WoOLDS . s 5 5 8§ 5 5 [ C c d d c
BEAUMANOR - - - - e - - - - = i 5

Index. s=satisfactory; d=doubtful; c=contaminated; —=not sampled.

The village of Beeby has now been connected to the main supply and
so the well need only be used for non-domestic purposes.

Two samples were taken from the Beaumanor supply, the former
showed some pollution and on investigation it was found that the filter
beds were being cleaned ; the second sample was satisfactory.
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PUBLIC CLEANSING AND SALVAGE

The improvement mentioned in last year’s Report has been maintained
and is now satisfactory.

During the year the collection of night soil which was previously
carried out by a private firm was taken over by the Council as the firm
did not wish to renew its contract. Fortunately the workmen and vehicles
were included in the transfer.

Salvage collection has continued throughout the year and has been
quite satisfactory.

SEWAGE

Most of the new houses to date, have been erected in the larger
villages and naturally the existence of a piped water supply and adequate
sewerage system has caused no concern, but now owing to the need for
agricultural cottages, more houses have to be built in the smaller outlying
villages where the sewerage system which, even in the past, has at times
caused anxiety, is totally inadequate to deal with the extra quantities of
sewage. Therefore pollution of the streams and brooks is bound to take
place with its resultant danger to health.

One of three methods can be used to overcome this menace (excluding
of course the provision of a pail closet which in itself can cause a
nuisance) :—

(@) The provision of a septic tank to each house or group of houses
temporarily—these are never satisfactory in close proximity to a
group of houses.

(b) Improvements to the present sewage disposal works—in the long
run this is a waste of money if the village can be connected to a
main disposal plant.

(¢) Connection to a central disposal plant—this is ideal for many
obvious reasons and undoubtedly is most economical and most
beneficial from a health standpoint. I feel this should be the
method of choice.

However, our experience over the delay in completing the sewage
scheme at Queniborough does not augur well for suggestion (c), thus
suggestion (&) is probably the best alternative.

HOUSING

The following table gives the figures for houses completed and in the
course of erection for the year:—

Completed Uncompleted

Council houses o e i o A - 95 281-
Private enterprise .. e “n .- n e 210 52
Prefabricated houses S ola o s s 63 -
Adaptation of hutments .. e s s i 52 —-






AMBULANCE FACILITIES—INTERIM SCHEME

Loughborough = Packe Street Tel. No. Loughborough 2153.
Leicester s 2 Seymour Street Tel. No. 58345 (Day: 9 am.-5 p.m.
Tel. No. 32413 (Night: 5 p.m.-9 a.m.)

Melton Mowbray .. —_

Infectious diseases .. o One at Blaby Hospital ; one at Melton Mowbray
Hospital.
Tuberculosis cases .. £ Ambulance stationed at Markfield Hospital.

NURSING IN THE HOME
Provided by the District Nurses in the larger parishes.

HOSPITALS PROVIDED BY LOCAL AUTHORITY
OR COUNTY COUNCIL

Tuberculosis . . .. s Sanatorium and Isolation Hospital, Markfield.

Infectious diseases .. o Sanatorium and Isolation Hospital, Markfield.
Isolation Hospital, Melton Mowbray.
Isolation Hospital, Blaby.
Smallpox Hospital, Syston.

Maternity .. P e Leicester and Leicestershire Maternity Hospital.
Market Bosworth Hospital.
Children 1 e kL Delicate children admitted to Children’s Con-

valescent Homes, Woodhouse Eaves.

TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS

Maternity and Child Welfare Infant Welfare Centres at Anstey, Barrow-upon-
Soar, Birstall, Mountsorrel, Quorn, Rearsby,
Rothley, Sileby, Syston and Thurmaston.

Scabies b o s Clinic closed in May, 1947.

Venereal disease .. W Leicester Royal Infirmary.
Loughborough General Hospital.

TIMES OF ATTENDANCE
LEICESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY

MALES FEMALES

Monday " o b 2-30 p.m.— 4 p.m. 5-30 p.m.— 7 p.m.
Tuesday A o ot 10am. -11am. —
Wednesday .. ! o 6pm. - 7p.m. 10a.m. -11a.m.

2-30 p.m.— 4 p.m.
Thursday e s -4 4-30 p.m.— 6 p.m. —
Friday % s 5-30 p.m.- 7 p.m. 2-30 p.m.— 4 p.m.
LOUGHBOROUGH GENEML HospPiTAL

MALES FEMALES

Mondays only - 3 6p.m. - 7p.m. S5pm. - 6p.m.

REPORT OF THE SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR

WATER SUPPLY
No. of water samples taken for analysis:—

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
From wells " o i 2 % 24 36
From pipe supplies .. Xe o A% 4 1
No. of wells cleaned out .. o 8

No. of cases in which piped supply was substituted for well water. - 32
11












PROCEEDINGS UNDER SeC. 9, 10 anp 16 oF THE HousinGg Acts, 1936
No. of dwelling houses in respect of which notices were served requiring

No. 4::1Eul dwelling houses which were rendered fit after service of formal
notices :—
(a) by owners o N . ‘e -
(b) by Local Authmt;.r in default of owners .. 0 e . -

PROCEEDINGS UNDER PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS g :
No. of dwelling houses in respect of which notices were served requiring

defects to be remedied 19
No. of dwelling houses in which defects were remedied after service of

formal notices :—

(a) by owners I - o = 17

(h) by Local Autht}nty in default of owners .. i -
PROCEEDINGS UNDER SEC. 11 AND 13 oF THE HOUSING Am‘, 1936
No. of dwelling houses in respect of which Demolition Orders were made 2
No. of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance of Demolition Order .. 2
ProCEEDINGS UNDER Sec. 12 oF THE Housing Act, 1936
No. of separate tenements in which respect Closing Orders were made .. -

OWVERCROWDING

No. of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the year i v e 32
No. of families dwelling therein. 5 i 5 < i & 34
No. of persons dwelling therein b ot o o 204
No. of cases of overcrowding reported durmg ycar ” £ et g 8
No. of cases of overcrowding relieved during year .. o i i 4
No. of persons concerned in such cases s B i S i 21
ICE CREAM

There are 14 manufacturers of ice cream and 17 vendors in the district,
but in addition large quantities are sold from motor vehicles operating
from outside the district.

All manufacturers are now turning over to the complete cold mix
method of making ice cream as their small allocation of ingredients does
not make the installation of expensive plans for heat-treatment worth
while.

The results of the samples of ice cream taken were as follows :—

Grade 1 .. oy 4 e i o e - 2 i 6
Grade 2 .. i 1 73 k| 5% 'y ol L v 13
Grade 3 .. o . L = « oy e £ 2 6
Grade 4 HiE - o b i o S G 3 10

Grade amples are bacteriologically very unsatisfactory.

RODENT CONTROL

The number of rats found in private dwelling houses in the district
was very small and this may possibly be explained by the continued
treatment of the sewers, sewage farms and refuse tips.

Further treatments of the sewers were undertaken by the Department
during the year and all the manholes in the sewers were treated after
rebaiting with zinc phosphide and sausage rusk.

Number of manholes baited .. il ks i et < s 1,500
Estimated number of rats killed 2 1 28 ok e i 930

I have the honour to be your obedient servant,

I. B. LAWRENCE,
Medical Officer of Health.
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