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_In the 108 sessions up to 4th July, 630 babies (under 12 months) were ad
mitted to the ;-‘}gstar ; whilst of the cases on the register 10,184 attendances
were made by babies. 52 other children were admitted to the register, and
i cases on the register 3,527 attendances were made by 1,307 children
: n the ages of 1 and 5 years. 1,970 examinations of children and 101 of
mothers were conducted by the medical staff.

The figures for the somewhat shorter period following 5th July show a
light diminution—as a result of the fewer sessions (95) in this period, which
ded both Summer and Christmas holidays.

475 babies were admitted to the register, and 6,816 attendances were made
31 of the babies on the register. 50 over one year were admitted, and
0J< attendances were made by 1,165 children in this category. 1,276
minations of children and 91 of mothers were made by the medical staff.

‘whole year 931 under one year and 2,072 older children attended the

E‘Ih']:a figures given include attendances by toddlers at a special clinic held

-:'_:"': Wi ?’_ )

It is unfortunately true that the movement of population to new housing

es on the outskirts of the town is having an adverse effect on clinjc
ances, and although the principle of decentralising clinics has been

d neither the staff nor the premises necessary to implement this policy
likely to be available for some time.

; Experience has shown the wisdom of the decision to move the Food Depot
parate premises in Cavendish Square. Co tion at the Clinic has been

ed, and sales are now more evenly distributed over the week.

The “ shop " isavailable to any mother whose baby, as shown by its weight
regularly attends the Welfare Centre, and has been weighed within the

et

_Sales of Proprietary Infant Milk Foods continue to be restricted by

istry of Food regulations. Although Vitamin products can be obtained

on a general itioner's prescription to chemists contracting with the
tive Co most people prefer the convenience of the Authority's

p " and the demand ﬁa.a not altered materially since 5th July.

MATURE BaBIES.

~ Premature babies raqumcfﬁ hospital treatment are dealt with at Risedale
ty Hospital. A special heated basket for transporting the baby is
by the hospital and the Authority's ambulance service provide a con-

‘The Maternity and Child Welfare Officer is available in a consultant
/. The Municipal Midwives have all had instruction in the care of
re babies, and any special appliances required can be borrowed from
, E’_Ha.tmmt]r Hospital.
| Midwives are required to send notification of premature babies to the
L Officer of Health, and arrangements are made for an early follow-up
' Visitors.
to 4th July, 49 premature babies were born alive, including 41 whose
‘usually reside within the area. 15 were born at home and of the 13
: retained at home 2 died in the first 24 hours, 3 more died before the
end, and the remaining 8 survived. 2 were transferred to hospital,
one died between the first day and the month end. Of the 34 born in

9 died in the first 24 hours, 8 more died before the month end and the
g 21 survived.
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MIDWIFERY.
‘MuxicrpaL MiDwives.

- The needs of the service are adequately met by the employment of 11
Aull-time midwives, one of whom is designated Relief Midwife, and therefore
~does not herself book any cases.

The Housing Committee has accepted the principle of providing accom-
‘modation for a midwife on each new estate. This may facilitate both recruit-
ment (when needed) and redeployment of staff to suit population movements.

A Minnitt's Gas-Air Analgesia Apparatus is available for each midwife.
ny patient can, if she is medically suitable, have this aid. Unfortunately,
he a tus is not easily carried, and arrangements for conveyance have to
) .mm each case. It is hoped that each midwife will ultimately have her
car. A sterilized accouchement set is provided rree for each patient.

The arrangements for Ante-Natal Clinic care have already been detailed,
and in addition patients receive ante-natal supervision in their own homes.

Where the patient is unsuitable, on medical grounds or because of un-
le home conditions, for a domiciliary confinement, it is usually possible
to arrange hospitalization.

The midwives are also available to act as Maternity Nurses where a patient
- wishes to be confined by her own doctor.

PRIVATE Mipwives,

3 Private Nurses are in practice as Midwives or Maternity Nurses,

The following table of domiciliary confinements shows that the Municipal
Midwives attended in 969 of the cases.

'.'Il_:'.

To 5th July
. 4th July Onwards Total
Municipal —Midwives’ cases . 285 208 493
Maternity Nurse cases . 75 66 141 f 634
; Gas-Air administered = 207 207 414
Private— Midwives’ cases ... . . 1 1
Maternity Nurse cases ... 12 12 24 25

‘SUPERVISION OF MIDWIVES.

- The Local Health Authority remains the Local Supervising Authority
‘under the Midwives Acts. The Medical Officer de uted to act as Supervisor
i wives paid 91 visits in this connection, 42 of tlEEm since 5th July. There
‘were no irregularities necessitating proceedings.

__Up to 4th July, medical aid was summoned in accordance with the rules

'&“Hﬂ Central Midwives Board in 99 cases, ‘rom 5th July onwards it was

necessary in a further 56 cases, [t is interesting to note that 7 of these

re cases where the Doctor had signified his intention of delivering the
t but did not arrive in time,

=

-
- HEALTH VISITING.

 Asalready indicated, the Health Visiting Service is seriously handicapped
by shortage of staff : and until this deficiency can be made good, the available
personnel are best employed on visits to M);thers and Young Children.

. Visits were E.g.id to notified cases of Pneumonia, Measles and Whooping
-ough, and one Nurse devoted her whole visiting time to care and after-care
‘the Tuberculous population and their households,
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There was no fatal case of Diphtheria and of the 3 confirmed cases none
immunised.
47.2%, of the population under 5, and 68.6%, of those between 5 and 15
are estimated to have been immunised.

A special campaign in schools for mass administration of re-inforcing doses
| carried out in late 1947 and carly 1948 gave excellent results, If staff are
available it will be repeated as required,

AMBULANCE,

__ Prior to 5th July, the Ambulance Service was operated by the Corporation
Transport Department, but it was felt advisable on the return of the Fire
- Service to the Local Authority to bring the two services under one head,
and the Chief Fire Officer, therefore, acts as Ambulance Officer. Ultimately
complete interchangeability of Fire and Ambulance Personnel will be sought,
but this is not at present possible. For the time being, the ambulance used

g« infectious cases is staffed by personnel from the Infectious Discases

There are five ambulances, varying from 7 to 15 years old ; one is stationed
at Devonshire Road Hospital, for use mainly in infectious cases, whilst the
other four are now operated from the Central Fire Station. A new Daimler
ambulance is on order,

The ambulance can be summoned for removals by Doctors, Nurses and
Midwives, but a medical certificate is required before an out-of-town journey is
: . The change to a free service has resulted in an increased user,
: there was at first a slight fendency to abuse the service on long distance

ills. The Minister has now ruled that a strict interpretation of the words
- where necessary "' can be applied, and this has eliminated such abuses. The
Act introduces an entirely pew conception of responsibility in that the
Authority in whose area the need arises is responsible for satisfying it, irrespec-
tive of the domicile of the patient.

~__ Sitting case cars required for long distance work are hired from local taxi
propri » a5 are cars required for the mental health service. It is hoped that
it will soon be possible to purchase a suitable car; this would reduce the
amount of hiring and could also be used for night calls from midwives.

~ The ambulances turned out for the following calls during the year 1948,
| 4

Up to Sth July
= 4th July Onwards Total
o L M) 1138 1859
Pucidents .. .. . . 905 226 431
Eeeternity .. ... .. .. .. 382 317 709
ilﬂfuchuus R ' . 118 144 260
“Abortivecalls .. .. 5 18 23
Malicious calls . . 2 2
ERETERl . L . .. 1499 1845 3284
"ﬁﬂalnﬁlmge o || 16086 26860
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- Helps are provided mainly in cases of confinement, illness of housewife or
to infirm old people, but applications are occasionally received from other
| categories of person whose cases, on investigation, are found to come within
the scope of the scheme. This is not a free service, and charges are recovered
| according to the means of the applicant.

| The names of persons suitable for this kind of work are registered and

 listed. HEIE: are allocated to cases as applications are received. This

| system works satisfactorily and it has not n found necessary to pay a
m fee, as cases can usually be arranged so that helps have very little
: e.

Of the helps on the register, 17 were available for work or were at work at
~the year end.

During the year 91 cases were dealt with, 66 ot them since 5th July. Many
of these cases were elderly people who retained the services of helps for long

 periods.

T

. MENTAL HEALTH.
~ ADMINISTRATION.
- Commuirree. The Mental Health Sub-Committee, which comprises 12
-members including 2 co-opted representatives of the local medical profession,
- meets at monthly intervals.

StarF. This section of the Department is at present staffed by two male
v Authorised Officers. The vacancy for a female Psychiatric Social
¢er remains unfilled. Administration and clerical duties are undertaken
general office staff. The Assistant Medical Officers provide the medical
istance needed, and it is also possible to have assistance in certification from
| practitioners. The Medical Officer of Health and the Deputy Medical
fficer of Health have both received the approval of the Minister of Health for
he purpose of making recommendations under the Mental Treatment Acts.

' isiting gec.lﬂ.hsu from Lancaster Moor Mental Hospital conduct a weekl
ut-patient clinic and in addition are available for consultation as requireci.'

i Co-orpixaTIiON. The Authority’s Officers undertake the supervision of
mtmg on cases on trial for licence or on licence and in addition prepare
reports of home conditions, etc., required by Hospitals and Institu-

=

; VoLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS. There are no voluntary organisations deal-
ing with Mental Health in the area.

TRAINING OF STAFF. Arrangements were made for the Senior Duly
orised Officer to attend a two months' training course in London early in
and it is hoped that it will be possible to arrange instruction for his
fant at a later date.

K Doxg.

PrEVENTION, CARE AND AFTER-CARE. Cases coming to the notice of the
ty's staff are immediately referred for specialist advice so that the
may be dealt with in its early stages. The Authority’s Medical,
and Lay Visiting Officers maintain supervision over cases under
'y care or on licence. Appropriate advice and assistance is given and
ents are made for financial assistance to be granted by the National
_ ice Board where applicable.

- Luxacy anvp Mextar TreatMext. The following sumﬁy indicates
ork done by the Duly Authorised Officers from 5th July onwards.














































































