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COUNTY BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS.
Pusric HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
1944.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE HEALTH
COMMITTEE.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report upon the health of
the Borough for the year 1944, which, in accordance with the wishes of the
Ministry of Health, is still curtailed in certain details.

There was no great epidemic sickness during the year, and the health
of the community remained good. Full employment and high wages were
maintained during the year, and, together with rationing, resulted in im-
proved standards of living and of adequate and equal distribution of the basic
foods essential for health.

The estimated mid year (1943) population was 64,390, which showed
a slight increase from the previous year—64,060. The birth rate continued
to increase as it has done during the war years. The figure was 20.5 per
1,000 population, compared with 19 2 for the previous year. The total number
of deaths was 791, giving a rate of 12.3 per 1,000 population, compared with;.
13.8 for the previous year.

The infantile mortality rate was 60.5 per 1,000 births, compared with
53.6 for the previous year, whilst there were 8 maternal deaths, giving a rate
of 6.0, compared with 4.8, which shows an increase.

The death rate from Cancer, 1.8, was the same as last year. The
death rate from Pulmonary Tuberculosis, which was almost the lowest on
record last year, showed an increase. There were 45 deaths, compared
with 31 in 1943, giving a rate of 0.69 compared with 0.48 for the previous
year.

The work of the Public Health Department has been maintained
throughout the year, although the majority of the Medical and Clerical Staffs
are temporary, yet they have valiantly carried out their duties, and 1 wish
to acknowledge my appreciation of the medical, hospital, inspectorial, nursing
and clerical staffs for their loyal help and co-operation.

I would like to acknowledge, with thanks, the help and support given
to me by the Council and the Chairman and Members of the Health Com-
mittee and the Maternity and Child Welfare Sub-Committee.

I have the honour to be,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
A. ROBB FORREST,
Medical Officer of Health.
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During the year instruction in Minnitt's Gas/Air Analgesia apparatus
was continued, and all of the Municipal Midwives have obtained this cer-
tificate. Itis hoped in the near future to supply each Midwife with a Gas/Air
Analgesia Apparatus. The Midwives attend special Ante-Natal Clinics which
are conducted by the Maternity and Child Welfare Officer, and any case of
abnormality is referred to the Obstetric Consultant.

(d) WELFARE CENTRES.

There is one central Welfare Centre, and owing to the additional
number of attendances an extra weekly session was introduced making four
per week, and the average attendance per clinic was 181.62 during the three
session period, and 138.5 after the introduction of the extra session.

_ The number of children who first attended during the year, and who,
on the date of their first attendance were under one year of age, was 1,201,
and those over one year of age was 104, whilst the total number of children
who attended, and who at the end of the year were under one year of age was
1,052, and over one year of age 4,400, which reveals that 909 of all babies
born in Barrow during the year attended the Welfare Centre. The work
of the Clinic is carried out by two Assistant Medical Officers for Maternity
and Child Welfare, and five Health Visitors. Babies are weighed weekly
until three months old when, if their condition is satisfactory, monthly
weighings are sufficient. The Medical Officers see all new babies
referred by the Health Visitors for advice on feeding and general management
of the child. The scheme for the supply of dried milk, foods, vitamin prepara-
tions and other medicaments was continued, together with the Ministry of
Food scheme for the distribution of Fruit Juice and Cod Liver Oil.

(e) WAR-TIME NURSERY.

The War-time Nursery continued in operation during the year, and
provided accommodation for 45 children during the day, whilst the night
| accommodation was increased from 15 to 18. The care and training pro-
vided at the Nursery resulted in a steady improvement in the general physical
condition and well being of the children. The attendance figures throughout
the year varied owing to the prevalence of mumps, but no real hardship has
ensued as a result of the loss of Civil Defence transport to and from the
Nursery.

CARE OF PREMATURE INFANTS.

bf.-_:"tepﬁ have been taken to provide more accurate information as
suggested in Circular 20/44. All Midwives, Maternity Homes and the local
| Hospital have been provided with forms embodying the data required, and
have promised to co-operate.

As for the treatment, the domiciliary Midwives have been instructed
in the special care of premature babies, and in cases where they think in-
stitutional treatment is desirable, arrangements have been made for the
‘admission, by ambulance, of the child to the Municipal Maternity Hospital.
‘Both at home and in hospital the recommendations of the Advisory Com-
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E.M.S. PATHOLOGICAL LABORATORY.

The above lLaboratory, which is situated at High Carley, near Ulver-
ston, has carried out all the Public Health Laboratory work during the year,
including the examination of samples of milk and water. The service is very
efficient, and owing to its close proximity to Barrow, allows more rapid
delivery of the specimens and earlier results compared with the Liverpool
Laboratory. Dr. J. Carr Brundret has continued to give every assistance
in Public Health Investigations.

ULTRA VIOLET CLINIC.

Owing to the growing demands for this service, alternative accommoda-
tion was secured at Harrison Street, consisting of waiting room, undressing
room and treatment room. Unfortunately the qualified Physiotherapist
who was employed left to join the Women's Services, and I was unable to
obtain a successor. The Clinic is being conducted by a School Nurse for
School children and a Health Visitor for children under five years of age.
There is a separate clinic held at the Dispensary for children suffering from
Tuberculous glands. Attendance figures are as follows :(—

Non-Tuberculous. Tuberculous.
Schaal
M. & C.W. Children. Adults. Children.
No. of patients attending 172 372 9 141
Total attendances 1131 4217 128 1949

MASSAGE AND REMEDIAL EXERCISES CLINIC.

This Clinic has had to be abandoned owing to the resignation of the
Masseuse and Physiotherapist and the impossibility of finding a successor owing
to war-time shortage of qualified persons.

The following is a summary, prepared by the Chief Sanitary Inspector,
of the work carried out in his Department during the vear :—

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.
HOUSING.

Inpivibvar UnFIT HousgEs CAPABLE oF REPAIR AT REssowaBLE ExPENSE.
Housing Act, 1936, SEecrtioN 9.
Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices were served

requiring execution of repairs . 18
Number of dwelling houses which were rendered ﬁt a.:fter service nf
formal notices ... . 15

At the end of the year action was pendmg or work actual]y in progress
in respect of 3 dwelling houses

Number of Empty Corporation Houses examined prior to re-letting 13
Number of Houses examined in respect of applications from Tuber-
culosis Patients for re-housing .. ... ... by den il 200 24

Number of Inspections made of Corporation Hnuses - DvedsTE-notin-] 88
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ADMINISTRATION OF THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

RELATING TO SAMPLES oF FoOD ANALYSED DURING THE YEAR 1944.

NEw MIiLK.

One formal sample was reported to contain 59 of added water. Further
samples taken from the same source were reported to be milks of abnormal
composition.

One formal sample was reported to be deprived of 59, of its milk fat.
Further samples taken proved genuine.

One formal sample was reported to be deprived of 129, of its milk
fat. A further sample taken at the place of delivery proved to be deprived
of 289, of its milk fat. The dairy farmer was prosecuted.

One formal sample was reported to be deprived of 3% of its milk fat.
Further samples taken at the place of delivery, proved to be deprived of
6% of its milk fat. The Dairy Farmer was interviewed and cautioned.

Eight formal samples were reported to be milks of abnormal com-
position.

SPIRITS.

Four formal samples were reported to contain 17.5%,, 149, 129
and 14.79%, excess of water respectively. The wvendor in each case was
prosecuted.

VINEGAR.
One formal sample was reported to be slightly deficient in Acetic Acid.

Baxinc PowDER.

One informal sample, submitted by wholesalers, was reported to be
deficient in available carbon dioxide.

One formal sample was reported to be slightly deficient in available
carbon dioxide and showing signs of deterioration.

The stock in each of these cases was surrendered and destroyed.
CampHORATED O1L.

One informal sample was reported to contain an excess of Camphor
(28.8%).
Sova Frour.

Three informal samples were reported to be unfit for human con-

sumption. The consignment from which the samples were taken was sur-
rendered and destroyed.

MusTARD.

One informal sample was reported to be deficient in Allyl-isothio-
cyanate. A formal sample was also reported to be deficient. The stock
was surrendered and destroyed.

Rice.

Two formal samples were reported to contain 0.28% and 0.139%, talc
respectively.
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PORT SANITARY INSPECTION DURING THE YEAR 1944.

T e 316
No. of ships arriving from foreign ports ... ... .. .. Steam 40
Motor 0
No. of ships arriving Coastwise .. . | » ... Steam 137
Motor 139
Net Tonnage—From foreign ports L ... Steam 112,311
Motor Nil.
Coastwise.... ... . L : . Steam 83,766
Motor 683,058
NUISANCES.

British Vessels—
Structure defects (wear and tear) . R : 8
Dirt, vermin and other conditions . : . ’ 36

Other Nations—
Structure defects (wear and tear) . : caat s - 1

Dirt, vermin and other conditions . T
DERATIZATION.
No. of certificates issued
Deratization Exemption Certificates .. .. .. R 13
Deratization Certificates ... ... .. .. . shiiado 0

1 vessel examined at Heysham.

WATER SUPFPLIES.

1. The water supply of the area is affected in quality and quantity
during flood and drought periods. During the year, it was found that samples
were yielding B. Coli and an investigation was made at the reservoirs and
collecting grounds. The heavy flood period caused a rise in the B. Coli
content of the water, and samples taken at the collecting grounds were un-
satisfactory from a bacteriological standard, and similarly with the samples
in the reservoirs. Samples taken after chlorination, however, were satisfac-
tory, and regular weekly samples were taken from the reservoirs before and
after treatment, and also from house taps in different parts of the town.
A special report was made to the Ministry of Health and Health Committee,
with the result that the Ministry’s inspectors visited Barrow and reported
on the Water Undertaking, and advised an independent survey of the whole
Undertaking by a specialist water engineer.

2. The whole of the Borough has a piped water supply, and regular
chemical and bacteriological examinations were made of the untreated and
treated water. The following are the number of analyses made during the
year :—






