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HOME NURSING.

The arrangements for Home Nursing provided by the Barrow District
Nursing Associajion remain as outlined in previous reports.

For the year ended 31st March, 1938, 1,148 cases were nursed, involving
26,299 visits.

CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

Arrangements exist in the Borough as follows :—

Clinic. Day and Time.
MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE—Held at Municipal Clinic, Abbey Road.
Central ... ... ... ... ...Monday, Wednesday and Friday after-

noons, from 2 to 4 o'clock.
Ante-natal and Birth Control, Thursday afternoon, 2 to 4 o'clock.
(Arrangements have also been made for
Ante-Natal Clinics to be held at Risedale
Maternity Home as follows :—Tuesday
mornings, 9-30 to 11-30 (lady Doctor in
attendance),
Friday afternoons (conducted by Matron),
from 2 o'clock,

Post -Natal wie e e . Wednesday, 9-30 to 11-30 a.m.

Toddlers .... ... ... ... ..First Monday in the month, 9-30 to 11-30.

Orthopaedic .... ... ... ...HeldQuarterly, Tuesday (asarranged),from
10-30 a.m. Intermediate Clinics as required.

Dental ... ... ... ... ...Friday afternoon, or by appointment.

TusErcurosis—Held at the Corporation Dispensary, 64, School Strect.

Men.... ... .. .« e o..Monday, 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

Women ... ... ... ... ...Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

Children .... ... ... ... ..JFriday, 10 a.m. to 12 noon, and 2 to 4 p.m.

Contacts.... ... ... ... ..Monday 2 to 4 p.m.

Evening Clinic ... ... ...To meet the convenience of patients who

may be working, a special Clinic is held on
the First Friday in each month at 6-30 p.m.

Orthopaedic ... ... ... ... As previously stated.
VExNEREAL Diseases—Held at the North Lonsdale Hospital,
Males ... ... .. .. ..Wednesday and Saturday at 10-30 a.m.
Wednesday at 7-30 p.m.
Females ... .. ... ... ..Tuesday at 7-30 p.m.

Friday at 10-30 a.m.
UrTrA-VioLET Licut—At Roose Infirmary by appointment only.

MEeNTAL AND NERVOUS DisEaseEs—Out-patient clinic at the North Lons-
dale Hospital on Monday Afternoons
from 2 to 4 o'clock,
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INFANT MORTALITY,

1937.

NETT DEATHS FROM STATED CAUSES AT VARIOUS AGES UNDER | YEAR

OF AGE.
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OUTWORKERS.

17 Lists of Outworkers have been received during the year in accordance
with Section 107 of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, comprising 18
Outworkers.

The dwellings of the Outworkers were visited and found to be kept
in good sanitary condition. No cases of Infectious Disease were reported
during the year at any Outworker’s dwelling.

BAKEHOUSES.

There are 83 Bakehouses within the Borough, all of which have been
regularly inspected during the year. Limewashing has been carried out at
least twice at each Bakehouse. Most particular attention*has been paid
to this class of workshop. The number of Cellar Bakehouses in use within
the Borough is three.

11 notices have been served on the owners or occupiers for the early
abatement of the following nuisances and infringements of the Factory and
Workshop Act, 1901 :—

Bakehouses requiring Limewashing ... .. .. .. .. 10
- without Sanitary Accommodation ... . 1
T R e e S S 11

OFFENSIVE TRADES.
The following is a list of the Offensive Trades established within the

Borough :—
Mr. S. Abraham Gut Scraper Corporation Abattoir,
Barrow Co-op. Society, Ltd. Gut Scrapers and
Tripe Dressers
The Barrow Butchers’ Gut Scrapers and &
Association Tripe Dressers
Messrs. J. Sharp & Son Tripe Dressers -

INrFECTIOUS DISEASES.

During the vear the following cases of Infectious Disease, notified by
the Medical Practitioners of the Borough, have been dealt with :—

e o R S 83

L e R ST R ETIR [

Ppeumonia ... ... .. IR Rt 140
Number of Patients removed to the Infectious Diseases Hospital 223
Number of Dwelling Houses Disinfected ... ... .. ... .. .. 237
Number of Nursing Homes Disinfected ... ... ... .. .. .. 1
Number of Cases notified to Borough Librarian ... ... .. ... 243

Number of Cases notified to Education Authority ... ... ... ... 243
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SWIMMING BATH WATER.
The needs of the public are provided by Public Swimming Baths.

(a) THE PuBLic SwiMMING BaTHS, ABBEY Roap.

The water is sea water which is purified by a continuons chlorination
process.

(b) OrEN AIR SWwIMMING BATH AND PapprLinG Poor.

These are situated on the shore of Walney Island, and are used only
in summer months. The water is pumped directly {rom the Irish Sea, and
changed at frequent intervals.

Six satisfactory samples were taken from the Abbey Road Baths,
during the year for bacteriological examination, B. Coli heing absent in
100 c.c. in all cases.

Chemical examination was also carried out at Devonshire Dock whence
the supply is derived, and the results indicate that this source is satisfactory
combined with the present purification plant which is working satisfactorily.

As regards the Open Air Bath, samples were taken for chemical and
bacteriological analysis. The results showed that, after settlement, the
water was satisfactory (B. Coli being absent in 100 c.c.), but the chemical and
bactericlogical results of a sample during the process of filling indicate that
the water requires efficient filtration before entering the Swimming Bath.
This matter has been considered by the Council but not yet rectified.

(vii) ERADICATION OF BED BUGS.

The number of houses, other than Council houses, found to be infested
with bed bugs during the year was 153. In these cases, disinfestation is not
carried out by the Council, the tenants being supplied with Sulphur Candles
for fumigation and Disinfectant for cleaning down.

No special survey of Council houses has been made, but disinfestation
of such houses is carried out, on the application of the occupier, by the Borough
Engineer's Department, and I am informed that approximately six houses
have been dealt with in this way. An electric spray is used for the purpose,
with a powerful insecticide.

Measures have been adopted during the yvear whercby the hounses and
effects of families who are granted Council houses are inspected by the San-
itary Inspector, on whose recommendation the effects of the families found to
be vermin infested are to be subjected to Cyanide Fumigation in coursze of
removal to the Council house, and for this purpose a contract has been entered
into with the London Fumigation Company Limited. The same firm is also
to fumigate houses in Clearance Areas, prior to demolition,
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(7) Biggar Bank Clearance Area No. 3—
This area includes two temporary structures on land adjacent to
Biggar Bank, The number of persons who will be displaced and require
to be re-housed is 7.

(8) Biggar Bank Clearance Area No. 4—
This area includes four temporary structures on land adjacent to
Biggar Bank. The number of persons who will be displaced and require
to be re-housed is 12.

(9) Biggar Bank Clearance Area No. 5—
This area includes eight temporary structures on land adjacent to
Biggar Bank. The number of persons who will be displaced and require
to be re-housed is 3.

(10) Biggar Bank Clearance Area No. 6—
This area includes two temporary structures on land adjacent to
Biggar Bank. The number of persons who will be displaced and require
to be re-housed is 6.

(11) Biggar Bank Clearance Area No. 7—
This area includes five temporary structures on land adjacent to
Biggar Bank. The number of persons who will be displaced and require
to be re-housed is 8.

SECTION E.—
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

The work done in connection with this section of the Public Health

Department is shown in the attached tables. Careful watch was kept for

any new food products, informal samples were taken for analysis, and this

was followed up by formal samples if any deleterious substance was

found. The following is a summary of the results of analysis and subsequent

action :(—

NEw MIiLK—

One formal sanple was reported to contain 39, of added water. A

sample taken at the place of delivery was reported to contain
5% of added water. A further sample taken from the Dairy
IFarmer responsible for the supply was reported to contain 99, of
added water. The Dairy Farmer was prosecuted.

One formal sample was reported to be deprived of 69, of its milk fat.
A sample taken at the place of delivery from the Dairy Farmer
was reported to be deprived of 15% of its milk fat. Four " Appeal
to Cow "' samples taken at the Dairy Farm were reported to be
deficient in milk fat in two cases, in non-fatty solids in one case,
whilst the fourth sample was reported to contain 39; of added
water. On legal advice no prosecution was instituted.
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FOOD POISONING.

Twao fatal cases of food poisoning occurred during the year.

In the first one, on the 27th August, the patient died after having
sufiered from severe diarrhoea and vomiting for several days. Medical
assistance was only obtained the night before the patient died, giving little
opportunity to form a diagnosis. Following a post-mortem examination the
necessary specimens were examined at the Ministryv's Laboratory, Salmonella
organisms (Aertrycke) being found in all the organs.

The second case occurred on the 2nd September, when a patient was
admitted to the local hospital suffering from severe diarrhoea and vomiting
and died the same evening. A post-mortem examination was performed and
Aertrycke bacilli were isolated from the contents both of stomach and ileum.

Extensive enquiries were made into the articles of food consumed by
cach of these cases, and the source of possible vehicles of infection was
followed up. Unfortunmately, no specimens remained for analysis. In no
case was it possible to detect any single article which had caused symptoms in
others partaking of it. Letters were sent to all Practitioners in the area asking
for particulars of any cases showing symptoms of a slight character, as a
result of which 6 cases were investigated, agglutination tests being taken in
3 cases. These were returned as positive to the salmonella group of organ-
isms, but only one predominantly of the aertrycke type, and this case was
quite unconnected with the fatal cases referred to. Fortunately there were
no further cases. Extensive enquiries carried out showed that there is con-
siderable room for improvement in the food storage arrangements in a very
large number of houses in Barrow, and emphasises the importance of every
house being provided with a cool, adequately lighted and ventilated food store,
efficiently protected from flies.

One specimen of Boiled Ham was forwarded for Bacteriological exam-
ination to the City Laboratories at Liverpool on the 5th October, This ham
was alleged to have caused the illness of a person who had suffered from
sickness and diarrhoea after consuming a part thereof. The City Bacter-
1ologist reported that no organisms of the food poisoning group were found
in this sample.

SHELLFISH LAYINGS.

SHELLFISH. It was not found necessary, during the year, to take
any action under the Public Health (Shellfish) Regulations, 1915. Layings
are to be found round the coast, chiefly at Piel and Rampside, and at points
in the Walney Channel known as Head Scar and Scarth-hole. The latter,
however, lies just outside the Borough boundary. The Walney Channel and
Rampside public layings are liable to sewage contamination. Prohibition
Orders have been in force for these layings since 1918. The chief source of
supply of shellfish sold from the Open Market, is a laying in the vicinity of

Grange-over-Sands,
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of persons threatened with blindness, systematic visiting of such persons,
and provision of facilities for treatment was approved in principle during the
year, and provision was made for its operation during the next financial year.
Details of the scheme were not formulated during the year, and it will be
dealt with in my next report.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The number of cases of the disease notified during the year 1937
was 87.

There were, however, 36 deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis, as
compared with 35 last year, and there were 12 deaths registered from non-
pulmonary tuberculosis as compared with 9 last year.

The decline in the number of notifications reflects the decline through-
out the whole country in the incidence of this disease and may be ascribed in
great part to the raising of the standard of living and to the more hygienic mode
of life of the present day.

Tuberculosis is pre-eminently a disease of poverty, and malnutrition
and overcrowding are principal predisposing factors in leading to infection
of the human victim.

The centre for treatment, supervision and control of tuberculosis
under the municipality is the so-called * Dispensary.” Here, new and sus-
pected cases of the disease, both pulmonary and non-pulmonary are seen by
the Assistant Tuberculosis Officer, who carries out examination of all cases
referred to him for this purpose by General Practitioners, the School Medical
and Child Welfare Departments, etc. Sputum and X-Ray examinations are
carried out wherever required,

A regular weekly clinic for the examination of contacts was started at
the beginning of the vear, and the monthly evening clinic, started at the end
of last year for the benefit of patients who are in employment, is filling a long
felt want. There is unfortunately still a stigma attached to the name tuber-
culosis, and many men fear to leave their jobs to attend the dispensary because
of the comment likely to arise among their fellow workers. Moreover, attend-
ance at one of the day dispensaries means loss of time and money to most
employees. For these reasons the evening clinic is popular.

Improvements carried out to the Dispensary building during the year
have enabled the work to be performed more effectively.

Thus, the Dispensary is now fitted with a telephone, and this has
enabled closer touch to be kept with other branches of the Health Department
and of the Corporation, and also with Doctors. A new bell-buzzer system
has made for more expeditious working of the clinics, and the new filing
system now in use enables the Medical Officer and Nurse more quickly to
refer to case sheets when necessary. All case sheets are now filed in a folder
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4. —MooRriNG STATIONS DESIGNATED UNDER ARTICLE 10,

A mooring station has been agreed upon. As a suitable and safe
anchorage is not available in the vicinity of the Port, it has been arranged,
under the circumstances, that the inner mooring station near Buccleuch
Bridge within Ramsden Dock, be established as a mooring station for all
unhealthy ships arriving at Barrow, including " infected " or " suspected ™
vessels outside the exemptions mentioned in (5) agreed upon.

5. —PARTICULARS OF ANY STANDING EXEMPTIONS FROM THE PROVISIONS
oF ARTICLE 14.
A standing exemption from detention under Article 14 has been
agreed upon in respect of ships unhealthy on account of :—

Acute Polio-Encephalitis German Measles
Cerebro-spinal Meningitis Measles
(Cerebro-spinal Fever) Malaria
Chickenpox Membranous Croup
Continued Fever Pneumonia (either primary or
Diphtheria influenzal).
Dysentery Relapsing Fever
Epidemic Infantile Paralysis Scarlatina (Scarlet Fever)
(Acute Poliomyelitis) Trench Fever
Encephalitis Lethargica Tuberculosis (all forms)
Erysipelas Typhoid Fever (Enteric Fever)

and of ships otherwise healthy which arrive from areas listed under Article11.

6.—EXPERIENCE OF WORKING OF ARTICLE 16.
No difficulty is now experienced under this Article.

7. —CLEANSING AND DISINFECTION OF SHIPS, PERsoNs, CLOTHING, ETC.

In cases of necessity the arrangements for disinfecting infected quarters
are carried out by the Sanitary Officers, and cases requiring isolation would be
found accommodation at the Borough Isolation Hospital at Devonshire
KRoad. Special arrangements have also been made at the Hospital for the
reception of cases of infectious disease from overseas and for the observation
of contacts. The Corporation motor ambulance is available for the removal
of cases to Hospital. All contacts are kept under the supervision of the Port
Medical Officer.

8, 9.—During December arrangements were made for the employment
of a rat-catcher for one day in each month to secure rats for the purpose of
examination. Such rats are subjected to post-mortem examination and
smears are examined in the Laboratory at Devonshire Road Hospital. In
the event of abnormality specimens will be forwarded to the Laboratories of
Liverpool University for such bacteriological examination as is beyond the
scope of our own Laboratory. A survey of rat harbourage in the Port has
been made, but this is relatively slight owing to the nature of the trade at the
Port. Measures to deal with such harbourage as exists will be taken during
the commencing year.
























