[Report 1935] / Medical Officer of Health, Barrow-in-Furness County
Borough.

Contributors

Barrow-in-Furness (England). County Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1935

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/jusrrtpm

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode





























































































































































51

In the present state of our knowledge the satisfactory control of this
disease depends upon the co-operation of the people. A material reduction
of diphtheria incidence may be confidently expected when 1/3rd of children
under five and 2/3rds of children over that age have been immunised.

As in former years Diphtheria Anti-toxin has been available free of
charge to Practitioners for purposes of treatment, and, in addition ampoules
containing 1,000 units were made awvailable for the purpose of conferring
immediate passive immunity upon contacts.

E:C&RLET FEVER.

During the year there were 255 cases of Scarlet Fever notified. Scarlet
Fever is one of a group of diseases caused by the haemolytic streptococcus,
and in many ways, at the present time, it is one of the least serious of the
conditions for which this organism is responsible, other manifestations in-
cluding simple Tonsilitis, Pharyngitis, Erysipelas, Mastoiditis, Otitis Media,
Cellulitis, Endocarditis, Septicaemia and Puerperal Sepsis. When it is
realised that Scarlet Fever is only one of the manifestations attributed to
this organism, it is easy to understand why isolation of sufferers has failed—
as it is universally admitted to have failed—to control the disease. Epidemics
vary according to the strain of the haemolytic streptococcus, and of recent
years the disease has been of a mild character.

As accommodation at the Isolation Hospital was inadequate to meet
demands put upon it, cases of Scarlet Fever had to give way to the more
serious disease, Diphtheria.

Much work has been done upon the question of immunisation against
Scarlet Fever on the same lines as Diphtheria. TUnfortunately the immunity
conferred is not so high or so lasting as in the case of Diphtheria, and for
these reasons, coupled with the mildness of the disease at the present time,
it is not urged for general adoption. Should the disease revert to a more
serious type it would be worthy of consideration. The continuance of the
practice of notifying Scarlet Fever forms a very valuable index of the prev-
alence of haemolytic streptococcal infection in the community generally.

MEASLES.

This disease is not notifiable under the Infectious Diseases (Notification)
Act, and knowledge of its incidence is, therefore, not complete, though a good
deal of information is available through the Schools and homes visited by
School Nurses, Health Visitors, etc. Barrow was relatively free during the
greater part of the year, though a marked prevalence was noticed during
the last quarter. It is one of the most serious diseases during childhood
by reason of its debilitating after effects. It is a disease which is especially
fatal in early years, and one in which good nursing is essential, and it is very
desirable that isolation hospital accommodation should be available for








































































