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Under the 1945 Regulations, 3 general medical inspections were
prescribed during a pupil’s attendance at school at specified periods in his
school career. Additional general medical inspections were permissible with
the Minister's approval. By the new HRegulations a minimum of 3 medical
inspections is prescribed during the period of school life, but it is left to the
Authority's discretion when to arrange these and also whether 1o arrange for
additional general inspections. Provision is also made by the new Regulations
for the Minister’s approval to less than 3 general inspections being conducted
during the period of compulsory school age, the provision being included to
enable Authorities who wish to do so to experiment with other arrangements
not based on periodical medical inspections, e.g. where it i1s possible for aSch ool
Doctor to visit schools regularly (at least two or three times a term) it might be
preferable for him to see on each occasion such children as are brought to his
attention by parents, teachers, or the school nurse, instead of seeing all the
children of a particular age group at infrequent intervals.

It was felt however that within the limitations of the present establish-
ment of Medical Officers and the adequate facilities available for " follow up "
at the Special Inspection Clinic, the existing arrangements for periodic medical
inspection (which incidentally provide for 3 medical inspections per annum
at the Open Air School) were the most satisfactory and the medical inspection
of the following classes was accordingly carried out throughout the year.

{a) " Entrants "—pupils admitted for the first time to a maintained
school.

(b) * Second Age Group "——pquils in the last year of attendance at a
maintained Primary School.

{e) * Third Age Group ""—pupils in the last year of attendance at a
maintained Secondary School.

(d) “ Other Routine Inspections "'—8-year olds, pupils attending the
Authority’s Nursery, Special (E.5.N.) and Open Air Schools, the
examination in accordance with the above age groups of children in
attendance at Our Lady’s Pl'ﬂ}:lu.l'ilt{)!'}" School, and the inspection
of pupils, other than * leavers " in attendance at the Grammar and
Technical Schools whose examination was considered necessary by
the School Nurse or Head Teacher.

(e) * Specials ''—pupils examined at the request of Head Teachers,
School Nurses, parents, etc., or for ascertainment as Handicapped
FPupils.

(f) " Re-inspections ""—Those pufils who at the last routine or special
inspection had been marked down for further observation or
treatment.

Prior to the medical inspection of the children referred to in classes
(a), (b), (c) and (d) above, the School is visited by the School Nurse who weighs
and measures the children and tests the vision of the 8-year-olds and upwards.
At the actual inspection the Medical Officer is accompanied by the School
Nurse, and parents are invited to be present so that instructions can be given
regarding any necessary treatment.

OBSERVATIONS ON MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

No pathological condition or group of conditions was found to be unduly
prevalent throughout the year.

NUTRITION.

The classification of the general nutrition of children remains in force
as follows : —

A, Good.
B. Ncormal.
C. FPoor,
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