[Report 1949] / School Medical Officer of Health, Barrow-in-Furness
County Borough.

Contributors

Barrow-in-Furness (England). County Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1949

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/wj7ranft

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode



















REPORT OF THE SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER

FOR THE

YEAR ENDED 31sr DECEMBER, 1949,

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE EDUCATION
COMMITTEE OF THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF

BARROW-IN-FURNESS.

Ladies and Gentlemer,

It is my privilege to present my Annual Report on the work of the School
Health Service for the year ended 31st December, 1949,

On the whole the general health of the School population has been good.
No major epidemic has occurred nor has the usual seasonai rise in the incidence
of Scarlet Fever and Measles given cause for concern.

It has been possible to continue in terms of average height and weight
the nutritional survey of all children medically examined throughout the year,
and from the information available there is nothing to suggest that the physique
of the average post war school child 1s any different to that of the average
school child of 1939,

In one instance only, that of Barrow Island Nursery School, was concern
felt for the nutritional state of the children and full details are given in the body
of the report.

The Hospital and Specialist Services of the Manchester Regional Board
have continued to expand and school children have benefitted from the in-
creased facilities to an extent never before possible.

Unfortunately this cannot be said of the Supplementary Ophthalmic
Service in so far as provision of spectacles to school children is concerned
and this matter which has constantly engaged the attention of the Local
Education Authority is discussed more fully under the appropriate heading

in the report proper.






MEDICAL, DENTAL AND NURSING STAFFS.

School Medical Officer : . G. Dicxkig, M.B., Cu.B., D.P.H.

Asst, School Medical Officers : DoroTay G. STEwart, M.B., Cu.B.
Joseru H. C. Corr, L.R.C.P. & 5., L.R.F.P.

& 5.

Assistant Dental Officer : WiNIFRED . SivEwRiGHT L.D.5.

School Nurses : Nurse M. Quinn, S RN, SCM. (HV.
CERrT.)

(Resigned 31-3-49).

Nursg M. Scorr, S.R.N., SCM. (H.V.
CERT.)
(Resigned 6-9-49).

Nuourse N. McFarLANE, S R.N. S R.F.N,,
S.C.M. (H.V. CerT).

Nurse L. Jacksow, S.R.N. (Temp.).

Nurse M. T. Morris, S R.N., S.CM.
(Appointed 1-7-49. Resigned 31-12-49).

Ophthalmic Surgeon (part-time) : HErgerr C. KobpiLinyg, M.B, Cu.B,

D.O. (Oxoxn), D.OM.S. (Exnc.).

SCHOOL PROVISION.

Average number of children on the school register :—10,005.

CouNTY SECONDARY SCHOOLS —

Grammar School for Boys.
Grammar School for Girls.
Technical School for Boys.
Walney Modern School.

Risedale Modern School.

Victoria Modern School.

Holker Modern School.

Alfred Barrow B. Modern School,
Alfred Barrow G. Modern School.









Urtra VioLET Ray 52, Paradise Treatment of all 2-0 p.m. Tues-
CriNIC. Street. cases of malnu- day & Thurs-
trition, anazmia, day.
etc., referred from
routine medical in-
spection or minor ail-
ment and special
inspection clinics.

MASSAGE AND §2, Paradise Treatment ofall 2-0 p.m. Mon-
REMEDIAL EXER- Street. cases with postural day and Fri-
cisEs CLINIC. defects, flat foot, day.

etc., referred from
orthopadic clinics,

North routine medical in- 2-0 p.m.
Lonsdale spections or minor Wednesday.
Hospital. ailment and special
inspection clinics.
Ear, NOSE AND North Examination and 2-0 p.m.
TaroAT CLINIC. Lonsdale treatment of all Ear, Tuesday.
Hospital. Nose and Throat
defects referred from

routine medical in-
spection or minor
ailment and special
inspection clinics.

SECTION 1.

CO-ORDINATION.

The Medical Officer of Health is also School Medical Officer, thus
ensuring complete co-ordination of the School Health and General Public
Health Services. The Assistant Medical Officers, moreover, have duties in
both Services, thus enabling them to gain all-round experience and to correlate
their various duties.

All School Nurses, with one exception, are also Health Visitors, but they
work in their respective departments. It has not been possible to completely
integrate the two services, and thereby give each nurse an area of the Borough
where she could be responsible for all children in her area from birth until they
leave school. The raising of the school-leaving age and the shift of the
population due to new housing has imposed a strain on the resources of certain
schools, with the result that artificial boundaries of areas for Health Visiting
do not coincide with the boundaries of the school population.



Y

The records from the Maternity and Child Welfare Department are
transferred to the School Health Service when the child commences school,
thereby ensuring a complete record of the child’s health from birth until leaving
school. These records are available should information be required by the Fac-
tory Inspector when dealing with new apprentices under the Factory Act,
the Ministry of Labour when dealing with certain cases of Juvenile employment
and for cases coming before the Children's Court.

SECTION 2.
MEDICAL INSPECTION.

The medical inspection of the following groups was carried out during the
year :—

1. * Entrants “—pupils admitted for the first time to a maintained
school.

2. * Second Age Group "—pupils in the last year of attendance at a
maintained Primary School.

3. " Third Age Group "—pupils in the last year of attendance at a
maintained Secondary School.

4. " Other Routine Inspections ""—8-year olds, pupils attending the
Authority's Nursery, Special (E.S.N.] and Open Air Schools,
the examination in accordance with the above age groups of
children in attendance at Croslands Convent, and the inspection
of pupils, other than * leavers "
and Technical Schools whose examination was considered necessary
by the School Nurse or Head Teacher.

in attendance at the Grammar

5. ' Specials "'—pupils examined under the Handicapped Pupils and
School Health Service Regulations, 1945, or at the request of Head
Teachers, School Nurses, Parents, etc.

6. " Re-inspections ""—Those pupils who at the last routine or special
inspection had been marked down for further observation or
treatment.

Prior to the Medical inspection of the children referred to in groups
1, 2, 3 and 4 above, the School is visited by the School Nurse, who weighs
and measures the children and tests the vision of the 8-year-olds and upwards.
At the actual inspection the Medical Officer is accompanied by the School
Nurse, and parents are invited to be present so that instructions can be given
regarding any necessary treatment.
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SECTION 3.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR TREATMENT.

Minor ALMENTS CLINIC AND SpeEcial IwsreEcTION.
The scheme for dealing with children is as follows :—
The clinic is held daily at the Municipal Clinic, Abbey Road.

The staff consists of an Assistant Medical Officer, two School Nurses
and one Cleanser, together with a clerical assistant,

The Medical Officer sees every minor ailment case attending for the
first time and before discharge, and supervises treatment generally. In
addition he carries out special examinations of cases referred from routine
medical inspection or referred by Head Teachers or at the parents’ request.
All these cases classified as follows are given an appointment.

Group 1. Minor Ailment Cases.

Group 2. Cases referred by Head Teacher or at request of parents,

Group 3. Those children who were absent at routine medical
inspection.

Group 4. Those children who have been referred from routine
medical inspection for some specific defect.

The Medical Officer informs the Head Teacher by letter of the result of
the special examination.

During the year, 4,371 children made 9,716 attendances under the
different Groups as follows :—

No. of individual No. of
children attending Attendances
BRIl e i | aen e 2486 8422
o Uy SRR - |- 664
L SRR, | |- 242
T TR . 388

The various out-patient clinics of the North Lonsdale Hospital were
also available to school children and during the year 2,156 children made
5,923 attendances.

It is interesting to note that whereas the total number of children
attending Minor Ailment and out-patient Hospital Clinics remains much the
same as last year's figure, a far greater percentage attended at the Hospital
than previously was the case.

It seems that parents now tend to consult their family doctor in respect
of minor ailments and are subsequently referred to the Hospital Out-patient
Department for treatment.
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The arrangements for orthoptic treatment remain as outlined in last
year's report. Certain additional equipment has been obtained and within
its limits the clinic functions satisfactorily.

The Ophthalmic Surgeon reports :—

" The total number of clinics held during the year was 163 and the number of
attendances amounted to 1,921. Inall 1,161 children were seen. 953 children
had their eyes tested, 889 of these were of school age and 64 of pre-schoolage.
818 prescriptions for glasses were issued.

The work carried out in the clinic during the period consisted of examination.
diagnosis, the treatment of medical cases and sight testing. Cases requiring
surgical treatment were referred to and dealt with at the North Lonsdale Hospi-
tal. These included chronic dacryocystitis due to blockage of the tear duct
from birth, various tvpes of squints and cystic growths of the lids. In all
45 operations were performed, 26 of which were for squints, 15 for dacryocystit-
is and 4 for cysts of the lids.

The different types of eye conditions for which glasses were prescribed were :
Hypermetropic Astigmatism 429%,, Myopic Astigmatism 16%,, Hypermetropia
189, Myopia 14%,, Mixed Astigmasism 9%, Anisometropia (.9%. About
19.7%, of all children examined at the Clinic suffered from Squint of various
kinds, the commonest being the concomitant convergent type.

REFRACTIONS.

Hypermetropic Astigmatism .. . o e el SUR

Hypermetropic ist::gma,hsm with ‘*Eystagmus 4 e e |

Myopic Astigmatism... .. oo YAl Ui

Mixed Astigmatism ..

ﬁyp&rmetrﬂpm PR e G B B R L

Bilateral High Myapla with Lnngen1tal Coloboma of the ms
Nystagmus and Cataract ; £

Bilateral High Myopia with Corneal Scars .

Bilateral High Myopia with Marfan's Discase ...

Bilateral High Mvopia with ﬂnngumtal '\'}stagmus

Anisometropia ...

Emm gt se L

Horizont N}rstagmus with {]ptﬂ: ﬂtmp]w

Optic Atrophy ... i

Left Congenital Ptosis

Paresis of Left External Rectus

Bilateral Epu:.ant'lms

N.A.D. : ;

—‘h-l
1S G

e = e e

SQUINTS.
Convergent
Divergent ... ..
Alternating Cunvcrgent
Alternating Divergent
Amblyopia s
Amblyopia with Hype'.rmetrnplc Astlgmatmm
Amisometropia with Left Amblyopia

mmm—fﬂg
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TREATMENTS.

Copjunctingln: seod .o/ dainibaes e, et Sl sl St

Blepharo-Conjunctivitis

Phlyctenular Conjunctivitis

Blepharitis i S

Hordeolum Externum ...

Foreign Body in Right Eye

Injury to Right Lids s

Epiphora .- .

Corneal Abrasion ..

Conjunctival Eta.mmg b} ﬁnalme l’encﬂ

Corneal Ulcer ... =

Phlyctenular Keratitis ... .

Superficial Punctate Keratitis

Subconjunctival Eccymosis

Right Anopthalmos it

Abscess in Left Upper Lid Treated Surglcally

Meibomium Cyst

Right Optic Atrophy and Macular Lesion Persistent H}ralmd
.-’xrtery Left, N.A.D. : 1

Dnmumemc Cumc.

The Medical Superintendent of Ethel Hedley Hospital, Windermere,
attends the Municipal Clinic in Barrow every six weeks and sees children with
Orthopadic defects ascertained at medical inspection or referred through
the family doctor.

The clinic is also attended by the Local Health Authority’s Physio-
therapist.

Hospital treatment is provided by the North Lonsdale Hospital in the
case of short stay cases, whilst conditions requiring longer terms of hospitalisa-
tion are admitted to Ethel Hedley Hospital.

Nine Orthopaedic clinics were held during the year, and 119 school
children made 180 attendances.

REMEDIAL EXERCISES, MASSAGE AND ULTRA-VIOLET THERAPY.

By arrangement with the North Lonsdale Hospital the Hospital Re-
habilitation Centre is available to the Local Authority’'s Physiotherapist for
remedial exercise clinics.

Massage and Ultra Violet Light Clinics are held at 52, Paradise Street.

The following table shows the number of children who attended the var-
ious clinics during the year :

= s

TN i B o i ok e e B e 5 T e B G TD

Individual No. of Nao. of

children treated Attendances
Ultra Violet Therap]r S e R 1525
Massage ! 52 816
Remedial Exermaes T e e SRS 1865

HosritaL TREATMENT.

This has continued in accordance with the provisions of the National
Health Service Act of 1946 and has been satisfactory.

Advice of hospital admissions and discharges of school children con-
tinues to be sent to the School Medical Officer for record purposes. Where
necessary clinical reports and records of treatment given are also provided by
the hospital concerned.
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SECTION 4.
WORK OF THE SCHOOL NURSES.

The following is a summary of the work done during the year additional
to cleansing, preparation of children for medical inspections and assistance

at these inspections with the Medical Officers :

No. of visits to schools (all purposes)
No. of examinations and re-examinations {cleanhnﬂss ett: |

No. of home visits

No. of attendances at Mmﬁr J'i.:]ment and Inapectmn {;llnil:

No. of attendances at Ophthalmic Clinic

TABLE SHOWING THE RESULT OF CLEANLINESS

INSPECTIONS IN SCHOOLS.

SCHOOL.

Alfred Barrow Bo

Alfred Barrow Gir

Barrow Island Infants
Barrow Island Junior
Blake Street Infants

Boys' Grammar.... . 1
Cambridge Street Infants
Cambridge Street Junior
Girls’ Grammar.... ... ...
Hawcoat Junior

Holker Modern .

Ocean Road J. & 1.

Oxford Street Jumor .
Rawlinson Street Infants

Rawlinson Street Junior Bn,yém
Rawlinson Street Junior Girls

Risedale Modern
Roose J. & 1.
Sacred Heart

St. Cutumb.a.’

St George
ii umur
M nfants

St ary’ s Bo

St. Mary's Girﬁ

St. Patrick’s

St. Panl's

Technical ...

Thwaite Street Infa.nts

Vickerstown J. & I.

WVictoria Infants. ...

Victoria Modern

Walney Modern

Total

320

23818

734

378

a6
(HEAD)

MNeo. of Instances of Percentage.
Examinations. Uncleanli- Unclean.

ness. 1844, 1948,
622 9 1.4 1-4
512 G2 10.1 10.6
B56 62 T 10.9
784 66 8.2 11.7
640 54 5.4 11.%9
873 12 1.3 9.4
1116 53 4.7 9.8
384 16 4.1 4.0
218 17 7.9 12.8
556 4 0.7 0.3
736 13 1.7 1.4
1544 48 2.9 4.4
737 Sl 6.9 10.8
654 21 3.2 5.0
737 75 10.1 15.2
G641 36 5.6 9.0
582 11 1.8 S5
969 129 13.3 17.8
273 -4 1 - 2.6
417 47 11.2 9.7
8597 73 7.3 9.3
377 35 9.2 10.1
595 28 4.7 5.4
437 42 9.8 16.5
392 a2 13.2 7.8
495 1 0.2 0.6
216 i 1.3 0.4
512 9 1.7 7.0
]216 38 4.4 4.4
1167 38 g 4.3
764 71 9.3 13.6
310 7 2.2 2.8
. 21027 1183 5.6 7.9
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SECTION 8.
MISCELLANEOUS.

PrysicAL TRAINING, SWIMMING AND ORGANISED GAMES.

The school curriculum includes periods of physical training and, in all of
the secondary schools and some of the primary schools, attendance at the
Swimming Baths.

Scrambling nets have now been provided for all the Infant schools.

Provision oF MiLx axp MeaLs,

(a) Average number of children receiving milk daily ... ... 8000

(b) Number of { pint bottles of milk delivered and consumed... 1582291

(c) Average number of children receiving meals per school da.j.r 3866

}d] Total number of meals supplied during year ... ... .. 867540

e) Number of centres supplying meals ... ... .. .. .. 31
SECTION 9.

STATISTICAL TABLES.

The following statistical returns for the wvear ended 31st December,
1949, required by the Ministry of Education, indicate the scope of the work
of the School Health Service.

TABLE I—MEDICAL INSPECTION OF PUPILS ATTENDING MAIN-
TAINED PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

A—Perionic MeEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

Number of Inspections in the prescribed Groups :

Pl e e e e R P R S 1 13 o )
Second Age Group S S LR e D |
Tharel RO GTOAD ... e e s e s weee e OO
Bl el e o G e s S0
Number of other Periodic Inspections ... ... .. 2129
Grand Total S aE e e e AFTD

B—OTHER INSPECTIONS.

Number of special inspections ... ... ... ... ... 660
Number of re-inspections ... ... ... .. .. .. 938

ERRRE R e i o S i e SO






























