[Report 1948] / School Medical Officer of Health, Barrow-in-Furness
County Borough.

Contributors

Barrow-in-Furness (England). County Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1948

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/m3caxa7r

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













REPORT OF THE SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER

FOR THE

YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1948,

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE EDUCATION
COMMITTEE OF THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF

BARROW-IN-FURNESS.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Itis my privilege to present my Annual Report on the work of the School
Health Service for the year ended 31st December, 1948.

Much of the work for the year was undertaken under the direction of
the late Dr. A. Robb Forrest, Medical Officer of Health and School Medical
Officer since January, 1939. His untimely death in June, 1948, has lost to the
community an able Medical Officer and a true friend.

1948 has seen many changes in the structure of the School Health
Service, not all of which, unfortunately, have been for the better.

On the credit side there has been the opening of the Thwaite Street
School for Educationally Sub-normal Pupils and the establishment of a Child
Guidance Centre. Both these projects have fulfilled a long felt need and have
afforded facilities for dealing with a category of pupil who tended to be pushed
in the background to his own detriment and the detriment of his classmates
alike.

The National Health Service Act has made available hospital beds

hitherto difficult of access to Barrow children and is particularly true in regard
to hospitalisation of certain forms of Tuberculosis.

On the debit side is the most unsatisfactory state of the Supplementary
Ophthalmic Service in relation to School Children. It is hoped that the
priority scheme now introduced will provide the remedy and that no permanent
harm will result from eye conditions, diagnosed but untreated through delay
in the provision of spectacles,
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Treatment of defects
and diseases of skin
ear, eye, nose and
throat, etc., Exam-
ination of all cases
referred from routine
medical inspections,
by Head Teachers,
MNurses, Attendance
Officers, etc., or at
parents’ request,
Examination, refrac-
tion and treatment
of all cases referred
from routine inspec-
tion and minor ail-
ment and special in-
pection clinics, by
Head Teachers,
School Nurses, etc.,

or at parents’ request.
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treatment of all cases
referred from
routine medical and
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Nurses, Head Teach-
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ents’ request.
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defects and deformi-
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weeks under
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the Medical
Superinten-
dent, Ethel
Hedley Hos-
pital, Winder-
mere.
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All School Nurses, with one exception, are also Health Visitors, but they
work in their respective departments. It has not been possible to completely
integrate the two services, and thereby give each nurse an area of the Borough
where she could be responsible for all children in her area from birth until they
leave school. The raising of the school-leaving age and the shift of the
population due to new housing has imposed a strain on the resources of certain
schools, with the result that artificial boundaries of areas for Health Visiting
do not coincide with the boundaries of the school population,

The records from the Maternity and Child Welfare Department are
transferred to the School Health Service when the child commences school,
thereby ensuring a complete record of the child’s health from birth until leaving
school. These records are available should information be required by the Fac-
tory Inspector when dealing with new apprentices under the Factory Act,
the Ministry of Labour when dealing with certain cases of Juvenile employment
and for cases coming before the Children's Court.

The new standard record card, approved by the Ministry of Education,
is in use and requires a considerable amount of extra clerical work on the part
of Medical Officers and Office Staff alike. Of the time available for medical
inspection, approximately one half is devoted to recording clinical findings.

SECTION 2.
MEDICAL INSPECTION.

The medical inspection of the following groups was carried out during the
year :—
1. ' Entrants"—pupils admitted for the first time to a maintained
school.

2. " Second Age Group "'—pupils in the last year of attendance at a
maintained Primary School.

3. * Third Age Group "—pupils in the last year of attendance at a
maintained Secondary School.

4. ‘" Other Routine Inspections "'— 8-year olds, pupils attending the
Authority's Nursery, Special (E.S.N.) and Open Air Schools,
the examination in accordance with the above age groups of
children in attendance at Croslands Convent, and the inspection
of pupils, other than " leavers ' in attendance at the Grammar
and Technical Schools whose examination was considered necessary
by the School Nurse or Head Teacher.

5. * Specials "—pupils examined under the Handicapped Fupils and
School Health Service Regulations, 1945, or at the request of Head
Teachers, School Nurses, Parents, etc.
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SECTION 3.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR TREATMENT.

Minor AILMENTS CLINIC AND SPECIAL INSPECTION.
The scheme for dealing with children is as follows :—
The clinic is held daily at the Municipal Clinic, Abbey Road.

The staff consists of an Assistant Medical Officer, two School Nurses
and one Cleanser, together with a clerical assistant.

The Medical Officer sees every minor ailment case attending for the
first time and before discharge, and supervises treatment generally. In
addition he carries out special examinations of cases referred from routine
medical inspection or referred by Head Teachers or at the parents’ request.
All these cases classified as follows are given an appointment.

Group 1. Minor Ailment Cases.

Group 2. Cases referred by Head Teacher or at request of parents.

Group 3. Those children who were absent at routine medical
inspection.

Group 4. Those children who have been referred from routine
medical inspection for some specific defect.

The Medical Officer informs the Head Teacher by letter of the result of
the special examination.

During the year, 6,799 children made 13,464 attendances under the
different Groups as follows :—

No. of individual No. of
children attending Attendances
Broapl ... ... .. ... G068 12548
1) S S . | - 497
EE T s I 85
BEOORA e s e D04 334

The various out-patient clinics of the North Lonsdale Hospital were
also available to school children and during the year 621 children made 3,939
attendances.

Ear, Nose AnD THROAT DEFECTS.

Mr. John Magill, M.B,, Ch.B,, D.L..O., remained the Consultant Ear,
Nose and Throat Surgeon to the Education Authority until 5th July, when,
in accordance with the National Health Service Act of 1946, the Manchester
Regional Hospital Board became responsible for Specialist Services.

By mutual arrangement, separate weekly clinics for school children
were continued. Fifty such clinics were held, at which 579 children made
1,185 attendances,
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The total number of clinics conducted during the vear was 139, and the
number of attendances amounted to 1,405. 704 children had their eyes tested ;
637 of these were of school age and 67 of pre-school age. 663 prescriptions for
glasses were issued.

The different wvarieties of refractive errors met with were: hyper-
metropic astigmatism, 42%, ; hypermetropia, 19.29%, ; myopic astigmatism,
15.39%, ; myopia, 15.39% ; mixed astigmatism, 8.29%,. About 209 of all
children examined at the clinic suffered from squint of various kinds, the
commonest being the convergent accommodative type. Miss Quinn, the
Ophthalmic Nurse, did excellent work in connection with training exercises of
the squinting children, and the good results achieved were a tribute to her
patience and diligence. All the children who needed operation for their
squint were admitted to the North Lonsdale Hospital under my care, and
operated upon with successful results.

Apart from conjunctivitis, the commonest eve condition encountered in
infants under one year was dacryocystitis, due to blockage of the tear passage
at birth. 27 cases occurred during the year, as compared with 28 in the
previous year. All were treated surgically at the North Lonsdale Hospital
with complete success.

I take this opportunity to thank Dr. Ware for his invaluable assistance
in the work of the department, and also Nurses Quinn and Jackson for their
help and co-operation during the year.”

SQUINTS

Right Convergent ...

Right Convergent with N}rstagmus

Right Convergent with Amhlyupm zmr_'l Hg,rpennetmplc
Astigmatism .

Right Convergent, old ..

Right Convergent, old, with H}rpermetrnpm r‘\st:gma.tlsm

Right Convergent with Ptosis.... ... 4
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Left Convergent with Amblyopia ... ..
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Left Convergent with Left My-::pla,

Divergent Right ... "

Alternating.... ...
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Anisometropia .

H]rpermetropia

Hypermetropia w.lth Let't Amhlynpm

Hypermetropic Astigmatism .

Hypermetropic Astigmatism with Rjght Cunverge:nt Squmt

H}rpﬁrmetmplc Astigmatism with Left Myopia ... =
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s
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l{);hp!{yupla and Corneal Scars






15

Stye Right Upper Lid Incised and Drained
Trauma Right Eye ... T
Trauma Left Eye ...

Trauma Right Supra&tbltal Ma.rgm
Occlusion Right Convergent Squint
Occlusion Left Eonvergent Equmt

N.A.D. -

[a=TR T =T o=

OrtHOPEDIC CLINIC.

The Medical Superintendent of Ethel Hedley Hospital, Windermere,
attends the Municipal Clinic in Barrow every two months and sees children with
Orthopadic defects ascertained at medical inspection or referred through
the family doctor.

The clinic is also attended by the Local Health Authority's Physio-
therapist.
Hospital treatment is provided by the North Lonsdale Hospital in the

case of short stay cases, whilst conditions requiring longer terms of hospitalisa-
tion are admitted to Ethel Hedley Hospital.

Six Orthopadic Clinics were held during the year, and 112 school
children made 176 attendances.

REMEDIAL EXERCISES, MASSAGE AND ULTRA-VIOLET THERAPY.

By arrangement with the North Lonsdale Hospital the Hospital Re-
habilitation Centre is available to the Local Authority's Physiotherapist for
remedial exercise clinics.

Massage and Ultra Violet Light Clinics are held at 52, Paradise Street.

The following table shows the number of children who attended the var-
ious clinics during the year :

Individual No. of No. of

children treated Attendances
Ultra Violet Thera.py T — Y | 1336
Massage : 38 826
Remedial E:mrcmﬁ ol | 3154

HosritaL TREATMENT.

Prior to 5th July, 1948, the arrangements outlined in last year’s report
remained in force. Since the appointed day for the introduction of the
National Health Service Act, hospital treatment has been free of charge and the
arrangements referred to above have been cancelled, both in respect of in-
patient and out-patient treatment. The change-over from the old to the new
system was efiected smoothly.

Advice of hospital admissions and discharges of school children con-
tinues to be sent to the School Medical Officer for record purposes. Where
necessary clinical reports and records of treatment given are also provided by

the hospital concerned,
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Barrow Island Hursery i, eI T L 42 8.3 11.0

Convent umnr SE e St S 4 1.1 2.8

Convent e LT | - 22 4.1 7.3

nAir ... b e iiizez S 518 23 4.4 2.9
waite Street Epema.l AT S 21 13.2 e

Total ... . .. 2084 112 5.4 5.5

Grand Total ... ... 27523 2140 7.7 10.9

The number of school children treated during the year for Scabies was
217.

SECTION 5.
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

All cases of infectious diseases are notified to the Medical Officer of
Health, who is also School Medical Officer. Details of cases are sent to
the Education Department, who notify the Head Teacher of the appropriate
school, ensuring that contacts are excluded from school until free from infection.

The exclusion period is that adopted by the Ministry of Education.

The following gives particulars of cases of infectious disease occurring
in school children during 1948 :

ENpETheTN .. ... .. e e D
Scarlet Fever ... .. ... .. 134

IMMUNISATION.
Immunisation against Diphtheria is carried out under arrangements
made by the Health Committee at special sessions at the Central Clinic.

Ideally each child is immunised before it reaches the age of 12 months
and receives a reinforcing dose of toxoid at the age of four and a half years,
prior to entering school.

The special campaign for mass administration of reinforcing doses in
schools launched in the latter part of 1947 was completed at the beginning
of the year, when a further 1,427 children were dealt with.

During the year, 309 courses of immunisation and 46 reinforcing
doses were administered at the clinic. In addition, 6 courses of immunisation
and 1 reinforcing dose were administered by General Practitioners participating
in the arrangements made by the Local Health Authority under the National
Health Service Act, 1946.

68.6%, of the population between 5 and 15 is now estimated to have been
immunised,
TUBERCULOSIS,

On 31st December, 1948, a total of 50 notified cases of Tuberculosis of

all types arising in children of school age was on the Tuberculosis Repister.
This represents a decrease of 7%, on the figures for the preceding year.
Of this number 5 boys and 3 girls were receiving in-patient treatment,

and the remainder (24 boys and 18 girls) were under supervision at the Chest
Clinic.
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EpvcaTioNaLLy SuB-NorMmar PupiLs.

No examined dering the Yelr ... . e v de i aee oo 08
Recommended for—
Education in an ordinary school T T N W= S |
Education in an ordinary school with Special Educational treat-
ment as an Educationally Sub-normal Pupil. ... ... g -

Education in a Special School for Educationally Sub-Normal Pupils 38

Report to the Local Authority for the purposes of the Mental De-
ficiency Act under—

(i) Sub. Sec. 3 of Sec. 57 Education Act, 1944 ... ... .. .. 2
(i) Sub. Sec. 5 of Sec. 57 Education Act, 1944 ... ... .. ... 2

DeLicate PupiLs.
The number of pupils attending the Authority’s Open Air School
remained at 119 throughout the year.

The school continues to be visited once per term by a Medical Officer,
who examines all the children, and at more frequent intervals by a School
Nurse.

Breakfast and dinner are served at the school, and Milk, Malt and
0Oil, Glucose, Iron Tablets and Vitamins are given during the course of the
day. Provision is also made for a daily rest period.

Special transport conveys the pupils to and from school.

During the year 67 pupils were admitted and a similar number discharged
as fit to attend ordinary schools.

MaALADJUSTED PuPILS.

A Child Guidance Centre was opened during the year, staffed by an
Educational Psychologist and a Social Worker.

Close liaison with the Manchester Regional Board’s Psychiatric Clinic
held at the North Lonsdale Hospital has been maintained and reciprocal
arrangements for referring pupils from one clinic to the other were introduced.

The Centre has not been established sufficiently long to allow of
anthoritative comment on the results obtained. There is little doubt,
howewver, that children who hitherto were allowed to drift have derived
new interests under the guidance given and there is every reason to believe
that all that was anticipated when the Centre was opened will ultimately be
fulfilled.

PupILs SUFFERING FROM A SPEECH DEFECT.

Despite the most energetic steps taken, it still has not been possible
to obtain the services of a Speech Therapist. Consequently, although there
are several pupils within the schools who would benefit from Speech Training,
no special service is available to them.

SECTION 7.
ASSISTANT DENTAL OFFICER'S REPORT.

During the year 8,404 children were inspected and only 36% of these
were found to require treatment, showing a marked improvement on previous
years. 79% of the selected children accepted treatment. Special note
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was made of the condition of the teeth of children of five years of age and the
percentage of children in this age group with perfect testh was found to com-
pare favourably with that of other areas, as published in the Dental Journal.

The demand for Orthodontic treatment is still increasing and 19

appliances were supplied, with encouraging results. 16 partial dentures
were supplied and 9 children were referred to the North Lonsdale Hospital
for X-Ray.

Since the departure in August of Mr. Davies, the Chief Dental Officer,
it has been impossible to devote as much time to routine inspection, and
there has been a corresponding increase in the number of casual patients.
We are indebted to Mr. Davies for his continued attendance for general

anmzsthetic sessions on Saturday mornings.
DENTAL TREATMENT : ACCEPTANCE RATE.

Number  Selected Consenting Conzenting

SCHOOL Inspected for to
Treatment Treatment

Open Air School bl 15 bl 28 27 96.4
St. Mary's Girls’ Val. R. Corlzcm 2 atilil) 60 56 93.3
Victoria Modern st LS 87 80 91.9
Barrow Island I. Cuuntjr iie, Camen: i) 61 55 90.1
Technical ... e RN 76 68 89.4
St. Mary's I. Wob Bl il i kil 49 43 87.7
Rawlinson Street I, County ... ... 221 65 57 87.6
St. James' J. Vol. C.of E. ... ... 306 100 87 87.0
Roose J. &£ 1. County ... ... ... 160 60 52 86.6
Oxford Street J. County .. Ml 179 153 85.4
Sacred Heart M. & L Vol. R.C. ... 321 110 94 85.4
Cambridge Street J. County e 412 173 147 84.9
St. Paul's J. & I. Vol. C. of E. W 45 3s 84.4
Hawcoat J. & I. Connity ... ..o: v 21D 82 69 84.1
Rawlinson Street J. B. County ... 332 122 100 81.9
Barrow Island J. County o s 77 63 81.8
St. Patrick's M. & [, Vol. R.C. ... 127 47 38 80.8
St. George’'s J. &1. Vol. Cof E. ... 102 43 34 79.0
Grammar School for Boys ... ... 475 196 154 78.5
Ocean Road J. & 1. County ... ... 329 142 111 78.1
Vickerstown J. & I. County ... ... 412 141 110 78.0
Thwaite Street [. County s e TR0 80 62 77.5
Holker Modern R L 80 62 77.5
Blake Street L. Cuunt}r S AR hE R 81 62 76.5
Barrow Island Nursery ... ] 12 9 75.0
Alfred Barrow Boys' Modern ... .. 296 98 73 74 .4
Cambridge Street I. County ... ... 298 98 71 72.4
Victoria I. County ... ... ... ... 252 87 63 72.4
Risedale Modern ... ... ... ... 290 136 98 72.0
Walney Modern i i T s A D 77 55 71.4
Rawlinson Street J. G. County ... 326 143 100 70.0
St. Mary's Boys' Vol. R.C. .. ... 183 51 35 68.6
Convent £ IR 7. 106 7% 67.9
St. Columba's M. & I. Vol. e 16 40 24 60.0

Pebale. 200 i sl st Sk 3032 2422 79.8
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GroUP II—DEFECTIVE VISION AND SQUINT (EXCLUDING EYE DISEASE TREATED
As MiNoR AILMENTS—GROUF I).
No. of defects

dealt with
Errors of Refraction (including squint) ... ... 638
Other defect or disease of the eyes (excluding those rm:urtleri in Grnup !} 90
T e U -
No. of Pupils for whom spectacles were (a) Prescribed .. . S 605
(b) Obtained Laelipd i L oD
GroUP III—TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE AND THROAT.
Total Neo.
treated
Received operative treatment—
(a) for adenoids and chronic tonsillitis AR 375
(b) for other nose and throat conditions ... ety o 34
Received other forms of treatment ... -
Total .. ot 5 . : A 409
GrouP 1V—ORrTHOPEDIC AND PosTURAL DEFECTS.
(a) No.treated asin-patientsin hospitals or hospital schools . . 11

(b) No. treated otherwise, e.g., in clinics or out-patient depts. 479

Grour V—CHILD GUIDANCE TREATMENT AND SPEECH THERAPY.
No. of pupils treated (a) under Child Guidance arrangements 3
(b) under Speech Therapy arrangements  —

TABLE IV—DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.
(1) Number of pupils inspected by the Authority's Dental Officers

(a) Peniodic Age EROUPE ... ... .o e s s e see 8404

(b) Special 1522

(c) Total (Periodic am:l Specmls} i T 5926

(2) Number found to require treatment ... ... ... .. ... .. 4554
(3) Number actually treated ..... . 4395
(4) Att&ndamesmadﬂbypupllsinrtrea.tment 6646
(5) Half-days devoted to: (a) Inspection ... ... ... .. .. 61
(b) Treatment ... 623

Total (a) a.nd {h'_l 684

(6) Fillings ... ... ... ... Permanent Teeth 2668
Temporary Teeth 30

BObRY i o chaE e 2698



















