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Bear Sireet,

Barm!a,ﬁfﬁ,
March 25th, 1922.

To the Chairman and Members of the

Barnstaple Rural District Council.

Gentlemen,
[ beg to forward you my Annual Report for
the year 1921.

In accordance with the instructions received
from the Minisiry of Health the character of the Report
has been somewhat altered compared to those of previous
vears. [For economical and other reasons il has been
considerably curtailed and only the more important deiails

submitted to you for consideration.

On the whole, the year compares most favour-
ably with the previous ones. There was some Influenza,
but of a mild character. There is nﬂ!ﬁfng special to call

for comment with regard to the Sanitary Administration
of the District

[ regret to say no further steps have been taken
to provide an Isolation Hospital for this portion of North

Devon.
Yours faithfully,

J. R. HARPER,
Medical Officer of Health.









N.B.—Eleven of these deaths were the result of Premature

Birth. Infant Mortality Death Rate, 85°1.
Deaths from Measles (all ages) 0
Whooping Cough (all ages) ... 2
Diarrheea (under 2 years of age) 2

3. NOTIFIABLE DISEASES DURING THE YEAR

The following table shews the number and age distribu-
tion of the cases notified :(—

lteh HGtols 15to26 25and

years, Years. Yyears, over  Total.

Scarlet Fever ... 5 28 2 7 a7
Diphtheria ... 3 1 1 5
Encephalitis Lethargica 1 s 1
Erysipelas ... 2 5 7
Puerperal Fever 1 1
Pneumonia ... 2 5 7
Enteric 4 4

5 a0 4 22 62

It will be ohserved from the ahove that there has been no
specially noteworthy prevalence of disease.

Enteric Paver. Four cases were notified. Thev were part
of the same outbreak. One of these cases was fatal. The
disease originated in a small hamlet in Tawstock parish
and were confined to one house. Unfortunately at the time
of the commencement of the illness there were visitors from
London. Two of these developed the disease on their
return home, one of them dying. A relative living in an
adjoining parish also contracted the disease from this
source and subsequently died from the infection. In the
absence of an Isolation Hospital the District Council
sanctioned the provision of trained nurses, one of whom
unfortunately contracted it and had to be nursed with the
other cases. The cause of the outbreak was traced to
eating infected food.






5. The cases were notified from the following Parishes :—
Swimbridge, 4 ; Combemartin, 4; Bishopstawton, 3 ;
Braunton, 3 ; Loxhore, 2 ; Westdown, 2; Landkey, 2.
Single cases were notified from Fremington, Woolacombe,
Kentisbury, Berrynarbor, Westleigh, Instow, Newton
Tracey, Tawstock, Heanton, Bratton, and Brendon.

DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS.

Total deaths registered as belonging to this district 18. They
were divided as follows :—Pulmonary, 15; Face, 1 ;
Bladder, 1 ; Hip Joint, 1.

The deaths occurred in residents of the following parishes:—
Combemartin, 3 ; Fremington, 8; Morthoe, 2; West-
down, 2 ; Marwood. Westleigh, Georgeham, Parracombe,
Bratton, Loxhore, Swimbridge, and Landkey one each.

Occasionally deaths from Tuberculosis have been registered
where there has been no previous notification. There are,
on the other hand, cases which have been notified as
Tubercle and which have died from another disease.

4. CAUSES OF SICKNESS.

The past year may be looked upen, as far as this District is
concerned, as a satisfactory one in regard to the health of
the area. There has been no serious or extensive outbreak
of Disease. The deaths include one from Enteric Fever,
two from Whooping Cough, and only three from Influenza.
There have been the usual mild outbreaks of sickness
amongst the schools, all Chickenpox, Measles and Scabies.

5. SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.
Staff.
The two Sanitary Inspectors, Messrs. Ackland and Dean,
are experienced officers who have an intimate knowledge
of the Districts and its needs.
Their reports are embodied.






Slaughterhouses.

The twenty Licensed Slaughterhouses in the district have
been regularly inspected. Two of these are new premises,
only licensed this year. Three notices have been served
for structural alterations to be carried out. All the
premises are kept in a clean and satisfactory condition.

Disinfection.

Where considered necessary after cases of Infectious
Disease, the bedding and articles of clothing are sent to
the Barnstaple Town Disinfecting Station, where super-
heated steam is applied. After all cases of notifiable
Intectious Disease, fumigation of the house is carried out.
Seventy - seven houses have been disinfected in this
manner.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.

One hundred and eighty eight Dairymen, Cow-keepers
and Purveyors of Milk are registered. The premises where
these trades are carried on have been periodically
inspected. Nine notices were served requiring alterations
to Cowsheds. Milk is exported from the district to
Barnstaple Town, Ilfracombe, Bideford, Appledore and
Lynton.

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.
The requirements of these Acts are carried out by the
Police.

Closet Accommodation.

Six Closets of the conservancy system have been con-
verted into Water Closets. In the scattered Rural
Parishes the old style of Earth Closet still remains,

HOUSING.

Number of New Houses erected during the year :—
(a) Total e 29
(b) As part of a municipal housing scheme oy |
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(2). Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied
(a) by owners Tad ¥ ves TOT
(b) by Local Authority in default uf owners ... Nil

C. Proceedings under Sections 17 and 18 of the
Housing, Town Planning, &c., Act, 1909,

(1). Number of representations made with a view to
the making of Closing Orders ... Nil

(2). Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were made .o Nil

(3). Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were determined, the dwelling-
houses having been rendered fiL R 5 |

(4). Number of dwelling-liouses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made .. Mil

(5). Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of Demolition Orders Pt i

LABORATORY WORK.

The Public Health Department of the Devon County Council
have made provision for any Bacteriological Examinations
that may be necessary, and advantage is fully taken of
this by the Medical men of the area.

LOCAL. ACTS OR GENERAL ADOPTIVE ACTS.
(@) Urban powers are in force in regard to the following
parishes :—

Morthoe. For the removal of house refuse, the watering and

cleansing of the streets, and bye-laws with regard to
bathing.

Instow. For removal of house refuse.

Braunton. For the removal of house refuse, cleansing and
watering of the streets.

Combemartin. For the cleansing and watering of the streets
and for the removal of house refuse.
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